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Sermon 04-13/14-2019 – Palm Sunday 

“Forgiveness without Repentance” - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 7:36-47 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus[j] to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his 

place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the 

Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and 

began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet 

and anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to 

himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is 

touching him—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 

you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” 41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred 

denarii,[k]and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now 

which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the 

greater debt.” And Jesus[l] said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman, he 

said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she 

has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I 

came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed 

my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence 

she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 

 

1) 

What do you think was Jesus thinking when he rode into Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday? Was he enjoying the jubilant reception? Or was he thinking about how all 

this craze would soon turn into the messiness of holy week and his torture and 

death? Jesus knew that Jerusalem would be the final stop of his earthly journey. 

What was he thinking? 

 

Let’s rewind a couple of months to a scenario pretty early in his ministry. He is 

invited into the house of a Pharisee by the name of Simon. Somehow a woman, a 

notorious sinner of the town (aka: a prostitute), also made it into the house of 

Simon. She is right behind Jesus (…) weeping, getting his feet wet with her tears, 

wiping the tears off with her hair and then proceeding to anoint them with oil. 

What do you think was Jesus thinking in that situation? 

 

We know what Simon, the very religious and devout man, was thinking because 

the gospel tells us: He saw this whole scenario as indication that Jesus wasn’t a 

prophet because Jesus failed to turn that woman sinner away from him…  

 

What Simon doesn’t realize is that Jesus was not bothered by the sinner at his feet 

– nope, not at all. Because for some reason Jesus does not see sin as something that 

prohibits people from coming to him. On the contrary: He sees sin as something 

that requires his presence! 

 

Do you sometimes get stuck thinking like Simon when it comes to sin? Let me ask 

an even more personal question: Do you sometimes get too excited about your own 

or worse: someone else’s sins? What would it take to apply Jesus’ approach? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25224j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25229k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25231l
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Sure, you can’t forgive sin like him – but actually: you too can forgive. In fact: 

God encourages us to be forgiving! 

 

Can I push you even a tad further? There’s another thing we should learn from 

Jesus and that is that he has no issues hanging out with Simon either. Obviously 

Simon is not the best representation of a devout religious man, he comes across 

rather judgmental. And yet, Jesus followed his dinner invitation.  

 

Jesus isn’t bothered by being touched by the town prostitute and he isn’t bothered 

sitting in the house of one who is rather judgmental. 

Why? BECAUSE JESUS LOVES EVERYONE!  

How is that for a life motto? 

 

“Jesus loved everyone!” Friends: If this is just one thing we take away from this 

entire series on forgiveness and put it into practice ourselves, we’d have learned 

enough!  

 

2) 

But there sure are things that are worth shining a light at. 

 

What about that verse 47 at the end?  
“Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown 

great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 

It’s actually quite a problematic statement because what does this mean? 

 

Does that mean her sins were forgiven by Jesus because she showed great love? 

Wouldn’t that suggest that we have to earn our forgiveness by doing something? 

Hm, that doesn’t sound right – doesn’t the Bible tell us that forgiveness is a gift 

and not something that we have to earn?  

 

Most scholars agree that what happened here is the following (Are you ready to 

learn something?!): 

 

Jesus and the woman had a previous encounter. There must be a reason why she 

went to Simon’s house to meet Jesus there. She may have listened to Jesus preach 

during the day, maybe Jesus even explicitly turned to her and offered forgiveness 

to her. As the town prostitute she would yearn for such an experience. 

  

All the commentaries that I looked at suggested that the woman had already 

received forgiveness before she came to the house of Simon and that her showing 

of great love was a response to her previously received forgiveness. [In verse 48 

Jesus would merely repeat what he had previously done…]  

I don’t think it’s an arbitrary interpretation – it goes right along with the gist of the 

rest of the story: 



Page 3 of 4 
 

 

She received lots of forgiveness and that’s why she showed great love. And that 

also means to Jesus that everyone who has not received much forgiveness won’t 

show much love.  

That’s hard to hear. If you’re cynical you could say: Well, I’ve got to sin some 

more so I can receive forgiveness some more so I can love some more!!! 

 

Let’s not get too wild here, ok?!    

 

3) 

Let me ask instead: When did the sinful woman ask for forgiveness? When did she 

repent?! Was that also part of the pre-story that Luke didn’t record? Wouldn’t that 

be an essential part of the story to share? 

 

We’ve asked that question several times during our series on forgiveness without 

getting a good answer: “Is repentance a requirement to receive forgiveness?”  

That certainly was the OT way of dealing with forgiveness (…) and even some 

parts of the NT confirm this understanding (e.g. Luke 17:3f). 

 

But our Lenten study book “Forgiveness” invited us to see things differently! 

It points out all the sayings of Jesus and other NT letters where forgiveness is 

granted without repentance having occurred. (e.g. healing of paralytic & the 

calling of Levi (Mark 2), Romans 5:7f,…) 

 

Does that shake you up a bit? Is this going against your understanding of 

forgiveness? – I confess: To a degree, it goes against mine! But I can’t deny that 

Jesus had offered forgiveness in some instance without people asking for it. 

- 

 

Let’s leave Simon and the woman behind and ask what this means for you and me. 

Isn’t it exactly what you experience when you forgive someone who doesn’t ask 

for forgiveness?  

 

Many of you have asked me if it’s possible to forgive someone when they don’t 

ask for forgiveness.  

Many of you have done it numerous times in your life (…).  

 

So did Jesus! If today’s story doesn’t convince you let me remind you of Jesus’ 

words on the cross: “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are 

doing.” Nobody repented when Jesus forgave them! 

 

Do you think you can continue to do it or start doing it? Think about what it may 

do to the person you forgive. Maybe it will trigger in them an act of heartfelt 

reconciliation as it did for the woman in our story today.  
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Let’s turn things around: What if you are the one who wronged someone. Maybe 

you are indeed quick to repent but the person is not ready to forgive you. What 

then? It’s not in your hands, you can only take control of your own actions and I 

guess all you can do is patiently wait until the person forgives you. Chances are a 

person won’t forgive you; and what about the case when the person you had a 

quarrel with is no longer alive?... 

 

My, my,… Is your head steaming? 

There’s a lot to think about. I was hoping I could make the closing sermon to our 

forgiveness series a bit easier but I didn’t even find any good stories to lighten it 

up. 

  

See, that whole business about forgiving others, waiting for forgiveness, showing 

remorse – it all aims toward reconciliation. Forgiveness is not an end in itself – a 

restored relationship is.  

 

The woman in our story today surely found reconciliation in Jesus – will she also 

be reconciled to the people in her town, including people like Simon? We never 

find out.  

All we can do is find ourselves in Jesus’ encounter with a sinner. And I want to ask 

myself: How much of a Simon do I have within me and what does it take for me to 

have more of Jesus and that woman in me? 

 

- 

 

What was Jesus thinking when he rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? It’s the 

question I asked in the beginning. I don’t know what he was thinking, but I believe 

in his divinity and foreknowledge he was thinking of you. Of Aric, of Theda, of 

Emily, of Tom, Janet and Evan… 

 

He may have thought: “I am going into a mess of a holy week, and I do it to offer 

forgiveness to my father’s world and its people. I’m so excited about everyone who 

will take it, accept it, show remorse and true repentance – but one thing I know: 

I’m going to offer it to everyone.” 

 

Will you claim it this week as we celebrate Holy Week, Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Easter? 

Jesus offers it to you no matter what. Amen. 

 

 


