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Jesus gives you the victory – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Corinthians 15:54b-57 

 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1) Palm Sunday is a happy day. Spring is breaking through, even here in Wisconsin. We wave green palm branches in 

church to commemorate and maybe to imitate the happiness of Jesus’ triumphant entry in Jerusalem at the end of his 

ministry here on earth. It’s interesting, even in Germany where we don’t wave palm branches on Palm Sunday (waste 

of money?), Palm Sunday is typically a happy day.  

 

It’s the beginning of Holy Week; HW starts on an upbeat note, a victorious welcoming of Jesus, it’s almost like having a 

little Easter a week before Easter. If we don’t make it to catch a church service during holy week, we may completely 

miss the dreadful turn-around of this victory mood on holy Thursday when we remember Jesus terrible’ time in the 

garden, in the trials, and in torture; and we miss Jesus’ painful death on Friday afternoon. Then, three days later comes, 

we move to victory again on Easter Sunday. 

 

So let’s see what we’ve got here: We have agony, torture and death framed by the victory of Palm Sunday and the victory 

of Easter. 

victory    –    agony, torture & death    –    VICTORY  

(Palm Su.)      (Easter) 
 

You may realize that the two victories are very different in nature. The Palm Sunday victory is pre-mature, it not to say a 

bit fake – it’s the Easter victory, the one after agony, torture & death that is the legit and ultimate kind of victory.  

The first victory on Palm Sunday avoids death, people are hoping that Jesus would not be killed but be the killer (!!) someone 

who would destroy Israel’s enemies.  

In contrast, the victory of Easter includes the death of Jesus, and through it, ironically – no, victoriously – death itself was 

defeated. 

Because Jesus did not run away from the valley of agony, torture and death, there would be a victory that enables us to say 

with the Apostle Paul: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

…thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Today, as we are contemplating Christus Victor as the final atonement theory, I believe God wants us to understand 

something big. Here, let me ask you:  

What would you say is the biggest problem in the world? 

 

All these answers are legitimate, and would you say it’s fair to say that most if not all these things that you mentioned are 

related to human sin? (…) 

What is the world’s biggest problem? God has a pretty unique perspective on answering this question. As we read through 

God’s word we hear that a big problem in this world is death! – death is referred to as our enemy (1Corinthians 15:26). 

Death according to the Bible is a direct result of human sin. If there was no sin, there’d be no death.  

For the wages of sin is death,…– Romans 6:23 

I understand that this notion may clash with your preferred of life on planet earth – but from a divine perspective, I believe 

this is spot on. Think about it.  

God remembers what this world was meant to be like before sin and death came into this world. God did not create this 

world to have …(all that was mentioned) … in it. God made this world beautifully wonderful, with people in it that are 

made in God’s image but have their own free will that unfortunately messes things up. Our messing up of things, our sin, 

brought death into this world. 



That’s why Jesus came, to fix what we could not fix and give us the victory. This terrifying sentence from Romans 6 is 

not finished: 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 6:23 

In Jesus Christ, there is a victory over death-causing sin. Christus Victor, victory…  

Friends let me ask you:    If Christ is the Victor, who is the loser?  

…Death! 

Whenever there is a winner, there has to be a loser. Sometimes we feel sorry for losers. But in the case of Christ’s victory, 

we don’t have to feel sorry for the loser, because the loser needs to lose. Death is the enemy of us that we can’t feel sorry 

for.  

Evil, the devil, that twisted our human free will into sin and death, can’t be reconciled – it needs to lose. As a child I 

remember telling my mom that it would be so nice if the devil could become nice one day and a friend. Kind of cute… 

But as we understand evil as sin and death triggering entity, I think we see why there is a need for a victory that creates a 

loser. Christ’s victory defeated sin and death… 

Pause 

 

2) Palm Sunday is a happy day! Even though its happiness is pre-mature and not comparable to the happiness that Easter 

is about, it’s a wonderful day! Let’s not shy away, though, from one more deep question – you good for that? 

If Christ was victorious and defeated sin and death – why is our world still so messed up? 

Why is sin and death still running lose and rampant? Look at this world. There are terrible sins going on (…). Death is all 

around us and some day you and I too will die unless we live to see Christ’s glorious return.  

Easter brings the same dilemma that Christmas brings: On Christmas we sing about peace on earth and wonder where it 

actually is. On Easter we sing and celebrate the victory over death yet we’re all well aware that death is still a terrible 

reality, a terrible sting that hurts.  

How can we say “Where, O death, is your sting?” – it’s right here, in the middle of our hearts when someone we care for 

dies, especially when they die prematurely. It’s right here when we are diagnosed with a mean and life-taking disease – 

it’s right here when a friend dies in a car accident, it's right here when we see pictures of mass graves in Ukraine in the 

news, it’s right here - right here. It stings. 

How can we Christians speak, sing, and celebrate Christ’s victory over death when it still present? 

Share story about US prisoners of war in Japan after WW2 (Savior, p. 

115f.) 

 

(In a nutshell: When the soldiers in captivity learned the war was over 

and won by the allies, they were still prisoners, and yet, everything 

changed. They lived new lives in anticipation of their release to the 

victorious forces…) 

 

You live differently, when you know a decisive battle has been won on 

your behalf. Everything changes. You and I, we are invited to live in the 

prison camps of our lives as victors. 

 

 

What prison camp do you live in?  
Which sin holds you captive (…) – what power abuses you? How does death still sting you terribly? 

God invites you to live out your pain and your captivities as victorious free people who anticipate that the victory that has 

already be won will become more and more a reality.  

Have you heard the news that your battle has been won? 

How does it change how you live? 

Because Christus gave us the victory, we no longer have to fear sin and death as something that is without hope. Because 

of Christus Victor we can have a completely new relationship with our own mortality and sin… 

 

 

3) For 6 weeks we have looked at different understanding of Christ’s atonement. (Evtl Matthew review) – they all tell us 

something about the victory in which we are invited to live our lives. Maybe there were some you preferred over 

others, they are all true and applicable to our lives. They all look at what Christ did from slightly different angles, but 

they all have one thing in common: We can’t save ourselves – God did it through Jesus Christ, because he loves you 

and me so very, very much. That changes everything. Hosanna in the highest heaven. Amen. 

 


