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“Follow the Leader” 

April 1, 2020 by Denise Anderson 

 

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me.” 

 

 

To the church of God that is in Appleton, together with all those who in every place call on the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

You know the old saying, ‘absence makes the heart grow fonder’?  I really miss coming to church every 

Sunday/Wednesday, to Grace Rehearsals and to our Bible study group.  I suspect that many of you 

probably feel the same way.  I miss all of you so very much and can’t wait to see all of you face to face 

again!  Hopefully sooner rather than later. 

 

I’m one of the lucky ones who has a job to go to everyday.  As some of you know, I’m a medical courier 

so I am in and out of local clinics and hospitals all day long.  I knew that my job was important before, 

but I’ve come to realize just how essential it is, especially during these trying times.  Screening 

procedures change from day to day, sometimes within the same day.  One day last week, I was screened 

and had my temperature taken 5 times within the space of 1 ½ hours!  Is it inconvenient?  Sure.  Is it 

frustrating at times?  You bet.  But you know what? I wouldn’t have it any other way!  These procedures 

aren’t set up by hospital administration to inconvenience us, they are set up to save lives and the lives of 

others.  I have to follow what those leaders think is best. 

 

You too, by staying home as much as possible and practicing social distancing when you go out, are 

following what the CDC, medical community and our government have requested of us. They are our 

leaders and they know what is best for us. 

 

Do you realize there is and even more important leader in our lives whose advice we need to follow?  

Any guesses?  …..    If you said Jesus, you are exactly right!  Jesus came to earth to lead us and to teach 

us how to live.  We need to listen to what He has to say!  Because Jesus will not only show us the way to 

heaven, but Jesus IS the way to heaven! 

 

The disciples were gathered together with Jesus as they shared the Last Supper with him.  Thomas said 

to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  Jesus answered, 

“I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 

Notice that Jesus says, “I” – He alone, nobody or nothing else will lead us to the Father!  Only Jesus will 

lead us and show us how!  A leader of a Bible study that I attend here at First Church likes to say on the 

first night of a new study, “I’m the guide on the side, not the sage on the stage.”  Jesus however, is both!  

Jesus is the mediator between God and man.  Jesus prepared a place FOR US in heaven, and He will 

prepare US FOR IT! 

 

In Jesus response to Thomas he states 3 things about Himself.  The first is:  I am the WAY.  As defined 

by Webster’s Dictionary WAY can mean:  1) a thoroughfare for travel or transportation from place to 

place; 2) a course (such as a series of actions or sequence of events) leading in a direction or toward an 

objective.   I’d say that Jesus fits the second example best.   
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Jesus, by the life He led, His compassion and love for others, the things he taught His disciples and 

others willing to listen to Him, showed us how to live our lives too. Jesus was showing us THE WAY to 

heaven! 

 

JESUS DEATH ON THE CROSS was the ultimate gift to us.   Now think about this for a moment. 

While on earth He showed His justice by punishing sin and by His death on the cross He showed His 

love for us by taking the punishment for our sins!  Jesus didn’t die for anything HE had done wrong, for 

anything HE said, or anything HE taught!  Jesus died for OUR SINS!  OUR SINS, not His! 

 

Jesus death on the cross is an extremely important part of Christianity.  Sometimes, I think we might fail 

to see that JESUS WAS RESURRECTED for our SALVATION! His resurrection wasn’t just a 

“confirmation” of our salvation.   If we look closely at Scripture, we see that it reveals that the 

Resurrection is more than that!  Paul makes it clear in 1 Cor 15:14   “If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead 

“your faith would be in vain.”  In Romans 4:25 we read: “He was delivered up for our sins, and rose 

again for our justification.” 

 

The Bible says Jesus promised the disciples that they would soon receive the Holy Spirit.  As he blessed 

them he began to ascend into heaven to take his seat at the right hand of God. JESUS ASCENSION 

INTO HEAVEN is meaningful for us as Christians as it signifies the end of His work on Earth and 

allowed Him to prepare a place for us, His followers, in heaven.   

 

Second, Jesus is TRUTH.  He was the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Savior.   

In Deuteronomy 18:15  Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet[a] like me from 

among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet.” 

 

Isaiah 7:14   Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman[a] is with child 

and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7   For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 

Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Jesus is the reality of all God’s promises.  We see this by the unique nature of Jesus as a human, yet He 

is God.  JESUS WAS FULLY HUMAN.  He had human parents, and they gave Him a human name.  He 

looked just like other children and He grew up as they did.  Jesus encountered the same physical and 

mental weaknesses that all of us do.  Just like us He had a body, soul and Spirit.  Yet, JESUS WAS 

FULLY DIVINE too!  To be sure, this is a hard concept for us to grasp.  Jesus possessed DIVINE 

qualities and was given Divine names.  His name is linked to God, the father.  People worshiped HIM.   

 

Finally, Jesus is LIFE!  He is the giver of life.  In the world, we as humans live. In nature, we have 

living plants and creatures. In heaven, angels live.  Jesus gives life to all things.  In Acts 3:15, we read:  

He gives life to souls dead in sins, making it possible for them to live forever.   

 

Jesus is the supporter of life: We aren’t able to make ourselves alive or keep ourselves alive.  Nothing 

could continue to live if it were left entirely to itself. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+18%3A15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-5400a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14++&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17797a
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Jesus is the example of life.  The life, the purity and teaching of Christ was a complete and perfect 

representation of the things of the eternal world.  The one thing we must do is try to live like Jesus.  We 

must ask ourselves, What Would Jesus Do?  Jesus was Holy, good and perfect – everything we strive to 

be.  But we can’t accomplish this ourselves.  We must ask for God’s help.  Remember that Jesus joined 

His divine life to ours both now and for eternity.  Jesus, truly is the only living way to the Father. 

 

I leave you with these words from The Prayer, a song made famous by Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli.  

 

 

"The Prayer" 

 

I pray you'll be our eyes, and watch us where we go,  

and help us to be wise, in times when we don't know. 

Let this be our prayer, as we go our way. 

Lead us to a place, guide us with your grace, to a place where we'll be safe. 

 

I pray we'll find your light, and hold it in our hearts. 

When stars go out each night, remind us where you are. 

Let this be our prayer, when shadows fill our day. 

Lead us to a place, guide us with your grace. Give us faith so we'll be safe. 

 

We ask that life be kind, and watch us from above. 

We hope each soul will find, another soul to love. 

Let this be our prayer, just like every child, needs to find a place 

Guide us with your grace, give us faith so we'll be safe. 

Need to find a place.  Guide us with your grace. Give us faith so we'll be safe. 

 

AMEN 


