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Ephesians 2:14-16 

 

Jesus Restores your relationship (2) 

 

Our human history has never been at peace because of the self-centeredness of groups and nations. 

Reinhold Niebuhr speaks of this nature in his book Moral Man and Immoral Society. He describes the 

inevitability of social conflict and the brutal, destructive behavior of human collectives such as a group, a 

society, and a nation. According to him, people sin far more quickly as a collective power rather than 

individuals. When people delude themselves that their actions are "For the group's interest, or the nation" 

their sins are easily hidden. However, we Christians are counter-cultural. Where the Spirit of God is, there 

is a miracle that goes against the flow of the world.   

 

The reconciling power of the cross doesn't end at the individual level 

with God. It continues with group, racial and ethnic division as well. I 

want to check a couple of Christian communities at the beginning of 

Christian history.   

 

Let's read Acts 13:1. It introduces the leadership team of Antioch 

Church; "Now in the church at Antioch, there were prophets and 

teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 

(who had been brought up with Herod, the tetrarch), and Saul." The 

pastor of the church was Barnabas, who was Levite. The second person 

was Niger, which means black. There is no information about this 

person. At that time, black people were all slaves treated as things. The 

third person was Lucius of Cyrene. It means he was from Libya in our 

modern-day. He was an ordinary person. The fourth person was 

Manaen (brought up with Herod, the tetrarch). It means that he 

belonged to the unrighteous ruling class. From the standpoint of Jewish people, he was on the enemy's 

side, who oppressed Jewish people and was the betrayer of the nation. And lastly, Saul, who tried to 

remove God's church, a religious terrorist.  

 

Can you find any similarities between these people? They were not the same feather that flock together. 

It sounds almost impossible to bind them together as one group. The differences in their ways of thought, 

values, habits, and prejudices could have been the conditions for communication barriers. But a new 

conscience in the Holy Spirit bound and united them as a strong team. It was a miracle that God can do. 

When Paul and Barnaba left the Antioch church, they were still strong leaders who let the church grow 

continuously without Barnaba and Paul.  

 

Antioch church was a universal church, where all people harmonized together in the Spirit of God. The 

church was a group of people who listened to the Holy Spirit, not listening to their thoughts and 

prejudices reflected in their minds through past experiences. Without the unifying power of the Holy 

Spirit,  the group's existence must have been impossible.  
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At the beginning of Korean Christian history, there are many amazing stories 

of extremely different groups. Today, I want to bring a story of how the Holy 

Spirit broke down the barriers of classes in the middle of 19 C.  Samuel 

Moore, who was a doctor, came to Korea as a missionary. He became the 

king's family doctor, and he opened a school close to the palace. It was free; he 

accepted anybody who wanted to come. One of the school pupils was 

Bongchoon, who was a son of a butcher, named Sungchoon.  

 

At that time, butcher were not treated as human beings in Korea. They had no 

name. They were neither recorded nor counted in official record. They couldn't 

wear hats which was a common sign of an adult. They were the saddest slave 

class in Korea.  

 

One day Samuel saw that Bongchoon was very sad. So Samuel asked what was happening. He said, "My 

father is very sick; he is dying." So Samuel went to the house of Bongchoon. And he healed the father. 

Sungchoon was so grateful to Samuel, thinking how the king's family doctor could come to the humble 

place of a person who is not regarded as a human being! So he started to go to the church that Samuel 

established.   

 

Since the church was close to the palace, there were many kings' families and dignitaries in the church. 

They were surprised that they would be seated together with a butcher! So they threatened Samuel, "if the 

butcher comes to the church, we will not come to the church anymore." Samuel was firm. They insisted 

that "If heaven is where butcher can go, we will not go to heaven." But Samuel emphasized that "In the 

Kingdom of God, there are no classes, wealthy or poor, women or men." So all the king's family and 

dignitaries left the church.   

 

Seeing what was happening, Sungchoon was deeply moved by Samuel's attitude and the truth of the Bible 

and became an influential leader of the church. Long story short, through the prayer of Samuel and 

Sungchoon, the king's family repented and returned to the church. The upper-class people decided to live 

the truth of the Bible.  

 

The beautiful part of the story is that the repented ruling class transformed and became the powerful 

group that advocated for the butchers. They made every effort to free the butchers' status in the nation. 

Thanks to the transformed powerful people, the butchers were released from slave status; they could wear 

a man's hat, which meant that they were human beings now. The upper class was able to change a part of 

Korean history as faithful Christians. 

 

When Samuel ordained Sungchoon to become a leader of the church, one of the king's family also 

became a leader together at the same time together, which was absolutely unthinkable, unimaginable in 

the hierarchical confucian Korean dynasty.  

 

When Jesus reconciles people with God, we who are reconciled are called to be reconciling people. In the 

Holy Spirit, People start to see their evil rooted in their group egotism and begin to work for the true 

kingdom where all people are equal and are accepted as sacred beings. Transformed people bring miracle 

of reconciliation and justice in a community. 

 

Is there any lesson here we can learn in the story? Is there any thing you can do for reconciliation in the 

family, working place, community? What barrier do we have between groups and races? God sent Jesus 

to the world, Jesus sends us to the world too.  

 


