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Matthew 26: 57-67 
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders 

had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going 

inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council 

were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, 

though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able 

to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” 62 The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no 

answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put 

you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You 

have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do 

we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?” They answered, “He 

deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him. 

 

What is justice?  
 

A judge opened court with this announcement. “Gentlemen, I have in my hand  

two checks: a bribe you might call it. One from the defendant for $15,000 and the other from the plaintiff for 

$10,000. My decision is to return $5,000 to the defendant and try the case strictly on its merits.” 
 

We may laugh at that example, but justice is important to us. We want to be treated justly. We don’t want the 

law to be prejudiced against us or a judgement perverted because of a bribe. Webster defines justice as that 

which “is strictly in accord with currently accepted ethical law or as decreed by legal authority.” In other words, 

justice has to do with equal application of the law. Final justice will be rendered under God’s law. 
 

The “Sanhedrin” is a Greek term that simply means “sitting together.” There was a lower court composed of up 

to 23 men. The Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem was made up of 71 men including the High Priest, chief priests, 

elders, and scribes.  The odd number in each of these councils would eliminate any tie votes. 
 

The local council members were chosen because of their maturity and wisdom, and the Great Sanhedrin was 

composed of those who had distinguished themselves in a local council and had served in an apprenticeship 

capacity within the Great Sanhedrin. By the time of Christ, it had degenerated so that membership mostly came 

from political or religious favoritism. Both the Herod dynasty and Rome exerted considerable influence of it. 
 

 

The fairness and impartiality required by Mosaic Law were put into practice in several ways.  
 

1. The accused was held with a presumed innocence and could not be tried without formal charges. The 

council could not bring charges itself but only consider charges brought by someone else.  

2. The defendant was to be tried in public during the day. A criminal trial could not begin or continue into 

the night.  

3. The defendant could have counsel and bring forth evidence and witnesses.  

4. A conviction could only be made upon the testimony of two or more reliable witnesses. These witnesses 

had to affirm their testimony was true to the best of their knowledge and was based on their own direct 

experience and not on hearsay or presumption. In addition, they had to be able to recount the precise 

month, day, hour, and location of the event about which they testified.  
 



In cases involving capital punishment additional precautions were taken. The governing principle was that the 

“Sanhedrin was to save life, not destroy it.” The courts’ justice was to also reflect the mercy found within the 

character of God and written in the Mosaic Law. 
 

Of the twenty-three members of a Sanhedrin, it only took eleven votes to acquit, but 13 were required to 

convict. A unanimous decision to convict resulted automatically in acquittal because it would be presumed that 

the necessary element of mercy was lacking. The decisions of the council members were given from the 

youngest to the oldest so that the younger members would not be swayed by the older ones.  

 

The Jewish justice system was both fair and merciful when it was followed properly. It is against this back drop 

that we come to the religious trial of Jesus. It demonstrates the wonderful character of our Lord as He places 

His trust completely in the Father even as he under goes a trial that violated almost every principle of justice. 

The lesson for us to learn as we watch our savior in the midst of this, is that while we should strive for justice, 

we do not have to receive it in order for us to carry out God’s will in our lives. In fact, it may be at the very 

points when we are treated with the greatest injustice that we accomplish the most for the cause of Christ. 
 

Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might 

put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 

forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The 

high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus was 

silent.  
 

Again, we find them going against their own legal system in trying to get the defendant to be self-incriminating. 

Jesus remains calm and makes no answer. Jesus has complete trust in His heavenly Father and will wait for His 

leading and speak only what the Father desires. Jesus is not interested in making His own defense. He leaves 

that in the hands of the Father. Jesus’ silence is that of innocence, of integrity, and of dignity. He lets His 

silence magnify the inconsistency of what the two had testified and the travesty of justice that was being 

perpetrated in His presence.  
 

This only makes Caiaphas more angry. He says to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” This is the most sacred oath a Jew could make, and Caiaphas used it to 

demand that Jesus either affirm or deny His Messiahship and deity. Again, this was against their own justice 

system, but justice is not what they were seeking. They wanted Jesus to make an open claim to deity so that 

they could charge Him with blasphemy, a charge punishable by death. 

 

If the court had not been in such a rush, it should have been easy for them to find witnesses that would attest to 

Jesus’ claim of Messiahship and deity. In John 4 the woman at the well said that she knew Messiah was coming 

to which Jesus answered, “I who speak to you am He.” The last time Jesus had been in Jerusalem He had told 

the Jews He was debating with that “Before Abraham was born, I am.” They knew what that meant and had 

taken up stones to kill Him, but Jesus escaped. Only a few days before Jesus willingly accepted the Messianic 

shouts of the people, and when the chief priests and scribes had tried to get Jesus to stop the people from saying, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David,” Jesus told them that if the people were quiet the rocks would cry it out and that 

it was from these people that God had prepared praise for Himself.  
 

They could have also brought many who had witnessed Jesus’ power over wind and water, over sickness, 

disease and death, over demons, and the authority to forgive sins. There were plenty around to give testimony to 

Jesus’ claims of Messiahship and deity. 
 

Jesus now gives them what they are looking for: a clear claim to Messiahship and deity. Jesus said to Caiaphas, 

““You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 



Jesus tells them He is the Christ, He is the Son of God, and that one day they would see Him glorified with God 

the Father in heaven and returning to earth as their judge. They were judging Him unjustly but a day will come 

when the roles would be reversed, and Jesus would be their judge only His judgement will be just and based 

according to whether their name was in the book of life and if not then according to all their deeds which had 

been written down. 
 

Caiaphas paid no attention to the implications of what Jesus had just said. Jesus had just openly admitted that 

He was the Christ, the Son of God, and Caiaphas would claim blasphemy.  
 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have 

now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his 

face and struck him; and some slapped him. 
 

Caiaphas actually still had plenty of need of witnesses if justice was to be carried out for a defendant could not 

be convicted based on His own testimony alone. But what did Caiaphas and the rest of the Council care about 

justice, their only concern was to get rid of Jesus and now they had something they could use, even if doing so 

was illegal. 
 

Their injustice was bad enough in itself, but in their excitement to finally have a ruling against Jesus, they began 

their mockery of Him. Spitting in another’s face was a supreme insult. In their anger they struck Him with their 

fists and then since Jesus’ claimed to be the Christ, they mocked Him by blindfolding Him and asking Him to 

prophecy who it was that hit Him. What a display of the evil hearts of men. If they had examined the evidence 

they would have found that Jesus claim was true, but they had no interest in justice, only in destroying the one 

that stood against their teachings and practices. 
 

In the midst of all this we find that Jesus continues to maintain His composure. Why? Because He had prepared 

Himself in the garden and He was fully ready to suffer at the hands of sinners in order to pay the penalty for 

sins. This is the great love of God for us. 
 

We should work for justice, strive for justice and correct injustice, but we should never expect justice at the 

hands of man.  
 

In John 15, Jesus told us that we who are true Christians should expect the world to hate us because the world 

hated Him. Jesus told that we should expect people to persecute us for our righteousness, to insult us, and 

falsely accuse us because of our relationship with him. Yet, we are to rejoice even in that because that is the 

way the unrighteous have always treated the righteous. That is the way Jesus Himself was treated. 
 

There is only one way we can respond to injustices done to us, and that is to maintain the mindset Jesus had. He 

lived for the Father rather than Himself, He lived with eternity in view rather than just the present. We need to 

follow the example of Christ and so many that have been severely persecuted because of the faith in Him. 
 

May we be like the Christian in the second century who responded to Pliny, Roman Governor of Asia Minor. 

Pliny could find little fault with the man expect his faith in Christ. Pliny threatened him, “I will banish you.” 

The man replied, “You cannot for all the world is my Father’s house. Pliny said, Then I will slay you.” The 

Christian replied, “You cannot, for my life is hid with Christ in God.” Pliny declared, “I will take away your 

possessions.” He responded, “You cannot for my treasure is in heaven.” Pliny announced, “I will drive you 

away from man and you shall have no friend left.” The fellow responded, “You cannot for I have an unseen 

Friend from whom you are not able to separate me.” 
 

Amen 

 


