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Sermon 03-2f-19 

Being Good in a Polarized World – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 10:25-37 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[j] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with 

all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; 

do this, and you will live.” 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was 

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 

and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he 

was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 

Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 

out two denarii,[k] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 

“Go and do likewise.” 

 

1) 

For two months we have talked about how to get along with each other in a 

polarized world. There were sermons, songs, book studies, classes, many 

conversations in church groups or casually after worship. 

 

Do you feel it helped? Do you feel it was important to do it? I’m almost a bit sad to 

say that nobody questioned me on the validity of this theme. It seems that most of 

us agree: It is darn hard these days to get along with each other!  

 

Is that true? Is it really harder today than in the past to get along with each other? 

Are our times really that polarized? 

I’m looking at a global scale. For me as a European it is unbelievable that 

the UK indeed decided to pull out of the EU. It is hard to believe that after decades 

of denuclearization the US and Russia seem to be willing to go into a cold war 

attitude again. The UMC has a hard time getting along in regards to human 

sexuality; couples find it challenging to commit for a lifetime, and parents beat 

each other up at kids’ wrestling matches. What is going on?! 

 

Nothing new is going on. Nothing new! Humankind has always struggled to get 

along and humankind has always been tasked to figure out how to be good and 

love in a polarized world! 

 

2) 

Jesus ministered in quite a polarized society and time as well. When he told his 

famous parable of the Good Samaritan he spoke it into a society that was highly 

polarized: 

Jews vs Samaritans, Samaritans vs Romans, and Romans vs Jews – ouch!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25381j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25391k
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Yes, it was a polarized world. And Jesus was passionate about showing us how to 

do good and how to be good in such a world. His lesson from then is extremely 

relevant for our times today.  

 

It’s a lesson that is all about the greatest of all commandments: “Love the Lord 

your God and your neighbor as yourself.” It’s not a surprise that Jesus says this is 

the greatest commandment. Jews believed that you have to love your neighbor long 

before Jesus came into the world.   The thing that was contentious was 

the interpretation of who qualifies as a neighbor.  

 

That’s why Jesus is telling the parable of the Good Samaritan as a follow up. He 

confronts every notion of trying to limit and narrow the definition of a neighbor. 

 

For Jesus to identify a Samaritan to be good and to be the epitome of a neighbor 

was a surprise. It was a challenge because Jews and Samaritans hated each other – 

they were extremely polarized toward each other and had a hard time seeing each 

other as neighbors… 

In the same way as it is hard for an Irish Catholic to see an Irish Protestant as 

a neighbor; for an Isis fighter to see a Jew as a neighbor; for an independent-

seeking Brit to see the EU as a neighbor; for a US Democrat to see a Republican as 

a neighbor; for an atheist to see an evangelical as a neighbor... Oh, we could go on!  

Maybe we should go on: Who is your “Good Samaritan”? You see, when I 

ask this question today we think of having a Good Samaritan as a good thing. But 

in Jesus’ polarized world having a good Samaritan was an awful thing. You don’t 

want to be helped by an enemy! But that’s why Jesus told this story, to show his 

polarized friends and to show us: we are all neighbors, no matter how little we care 

for each other – no matter how much we struggle to get along with each other. 

 

3) 

Let me ask you another question: Why do you think the priest and the Levite went 

past the person who needed help? He was their peer. The parable that Jesus tells 

assumes that the person who was robbed and beaten was a Jew – he had everything 

in common with the priest and the Levite who ignored him. Why did they do it? 

 

We don’t know. Some of us may be familiar with the explanation that the priest 

was in a hurry, he needed to get to “church” – but that can’t be it. He was “going 

down” from Jerusalem, that means he was done with the church service; he was on 

his way home. Same would be true for the Levite. There is no explanation why 

they wouldn’t help their peer.  

 

It’s actually quite bothersome to ask this question. It doesn’t fit into our under-

standing of a polarized society. In a polarized world you seem to care for the people 

of your pole – but that’s exactly what the priest and the Levite didn’t do. Is it a hint 

that like-mindedness is not the ultimate answer to human life & getting along?! 
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Is it like in physics: same poles repel each other, different poles - like the 

Samaritan and the Jew – attract each other? 

 

Maybe it’s a bit farfetched of an interpretation – so let’s move to what is explicitly 

stated: the reason why the Samaritan helped. Did you catch it? The Samaritan 

helped because he was “moved with compassion.” Something made his heart break 

– in a good way. His heart was broken open, open to care for the needs of a 

stranger, an enemy none the less!  

 

Do you remember the story that I told you a few weeks ago about the student and 

the rabbi?  
[Student asks: “Why does Torah say to place God’s holy words “on” our hearts instead 

of “into” our hearts? Rabbi: “Because the way we are our hearts are hardened. They can only 

be placed on top of them and they have to sit there until, some time, our hearts break open and 

God’s holy words can sink in and do their good work…”] 

 

 

What might cause your heart to break open for an enemy or a person of a different 

pole than yours?  

We don’t know what it was that made the Good Samaritan be moved with 

compassion toward an enemy but we know one thing for sure:  

It was not like-mindedness!  

 

Don’t try to like the person you feel you should help, reach out to and loves. In 

some cases that may be easy for you but in some cases it may be impossible for 

you to like the persons you are called to show mercy toward.  

Samaritans didn’t like Jews; you may not like democrats, or communists, or 

socialists, or capitalists, or gun owners, or tree huggers, or homophobes, or 

abortion proponents, or bullies, or vegans, or LGBTQ people, or smokers, or 

illegal immigrants, or chauvinists, or feminists, or oligarchs…  

But God calls you to love them – because love is the only answer to be good 

in a polarized world. 

 

Loving someone doesn’t mean to agree with someone – it means to let your heart 

break open to see the need and the woundedness in every person, no matter how 

challenging that person may be to you.  

 

We’ll always be tempted to find excuses not to love those we disagree with but 

God won’t let us quit on each other. He wouldn’t let the lawyer get around the 

greatest commandment – he won’t let you!  

 

We are one human family, created by the same God and this God tells us to love 

each other no matter how different we are.  
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The parable of the Good Samaritan has its limits. Your life reality may be far more 

complex. You may have to be a Good Samaritan to someone who is not blatantly 

wounded on the side of the road.  

Your neighbor may be in great health with no physical or financial needs 

what so ever. It will make it harder for you to show mercy. But don’t stop. Don’t 

assume such a person doesn’t have wounds - even the most healthy and financially 

stable person has wounds.  

Most of us have wounds that we carry – visible, or not so visible. As 

neighbors we are called to tend to each other’s wounds.  

 

As we move into the season of Lent I want to encourage you: Ask God’s Holy 

Spirit to work with you on developing a tender heart that is ready to break open for 

love in a polarized world. 

 

We may not be able to change anything about this world being polarized. But we 

can change how we move and act in this world.  

May God bless you for much love in the polarized world in which we live.  

Amen. 


