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Ephesians 3:8-21 
Ephesians 3:8-21 

 

8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 

boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out 

in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 13 I pray 

therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory. 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 

16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 

power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 

grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 

the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 

we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

What is the reality of sin? 
This Week's theme is the fourth chapter of the book, Savior, "Jesus restores your relationship."  

What was the cause of the broken relationship? Sin. We have a definition of it, but We do not understand its reality fully. 

 Pastor DeVega explained it in the book quite well that one tiny sin is like a lost, 

 dangerous, little thing waiting to hurt hidden in the corner of the house. What does the 

 Bible say what it looks like?        

 The prophet Isaiah was God's chosen person, the most righteous person of the whole 

 Israelites in BC 8. God took him to Heavenly throne room. The train of God's robe filled 

 the temple. Seraphim's praise shook the whole heavenly realm. In front of God's throne, he 

 cried, "I am undone!" One seraph brought coal to clean Isaiah and touched his tongue.  

 And he was cleansed.          

 Can we imagine what happened here? When we get closer to God, we see who we truly 

 are. Before God's bright light, nothing is hidden. Usually, we do not recognize sin in our 

daily lives. It is like a dark room that looks clean because nothing is visible. But when the sun shines into a room, you 

see millions of floating specks of dust in the air. God said through Jeremiah that our hearts are fallen deceitful beyond 

cure. God planned a very special thing. God promised it in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, "I will remove from you your heart of 

stone and give you a heart of flesh." The old one should be removed, and a new one should be replaced; heart 

transplantation. It happened when Jesus sacrificed Himself on the cross.  

His sacrifice gave us direct access to God with a new heart. When Jesus died, the curtain in the holy of holies was torn 

apart! The curtain is not a curtain, we think at all. Its thickness was about 7 inches; it was instead a wall that separated the 

people from the presence of God from the time of Adam and Eve. Once a year, only the high priest could enter on the 

holiest day, Yom Kippur, with atonement for sins. When Jesus died, the curtain tore apart top to bottom. We are free to 

enter the most sacred place because Jesus's holiness covers us. 

 

New Identity 

How does it happen? We do not know. We know that we are reconciled with God by Jesus' sacrifice and became the 

children of God by being united with Christ. The relationship with God is restored. We cannot experience anything more 

significant than the fullness of union with Christ.  

The old self was crucified with Jesus. God's spirit is within us. This new identity in Jesus will guide us to the way out of 

the old value, customs, expectations of the world. It is a process that we all should go through. God promised that what he 

started, he would finish. Now we belong to a different world. We belong to a world where the word of God rules.  

Being a Christian means experiencing the supernatural every day in the new world. Paul says in Ephesians 1:18-19, "the 

immeasurable greatness of his power is toward us who believe." Christians are mighty people. The power as a new 

creature in Christ is beyond imagination. However, I rarely see Christians live this incredible new power and identity 

fully. All this miraculous experience of Christ's supernatural joy, peace, love, and strength are rooted in the reality that 

the life of Christ is in us.  

And collectively, we are called a chosen race. 1 Pet 2:9-10 says, "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for God's own possession. We are to proclaim the excellencies of him who has called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light". Romans 8:37 says that we are more than conquerors in our life. Romans 8:17 says 



 

that we are joint heir with Christ. Our glorious names and destinies don't finish there. The list of promises is also endless. 

God calls us to the place of abundance.  

 

To the place of abundance 
To live these promises fully, Jesus invites us into the place of abiding in him as was 

said in John 15:5 "I am the vine you are the branches." Are you attached to the vine? 

Do you constantly receive nourishment from the vine for the promised life as 

Christians?  

After I accepted Jesus as Lord when I was 13 years old, it took a long time until I 

met God powerfully. To meet God doesn't need time. You need only your sincere 

heart to connect, love and devotion. When I decided to search for God with my 

whole heart, I met God, and I was genuinely able to start to live as a Christian filled 

with miracles. My entire life changed. Joy overflew in me, and calmness surrounded 

me.  

 

I remembered all the wrongs that I did. I responded to that. I sent cards and wrote the word sorry to those hurt by me. My 

friendship circle changed into a Christian one. Wherever I went, I talked about Jesus. It was like the springtime of my 

soul. Light shined into my soul. Fragrant air blew in me and through me. Flowers bloomed in my soul. It was a new realm 

for me that I had never experienced before.  

Whenever I asked God difficult questions, Holy Spirit answered. God wrote the Ten Commandments in my heart like in 

the Ten Commandments movie. It became a filter of all things passing through. The Holy Spirit let me enter the new life 

territory, one area after another. The Holy Spirit guided me to live the higher realm of promises.  

It was the second stage of my vital Christian life. Where are you? When you desire God profoundly and are ready, God 

opens the door to Christian territory for a more abundant life. You get to know who God is, who you are. It was like a 

process designed for our good. God enjoys and loves to engage with you, stay with you, and answer your questions. We 

give our response to that. You dwell in the presence of Jesus. You get to know the heart of God very intimately.   

To have the higher place of abiding in Jesus Christ, you need some courage to deal with your life. We can apply some 

practical spiritual exercises for a robust transformation process, which reduces the time before God. There are a couple of 

beautiful pieces of wisdom that accelerate the experience of your true identity. 

Are there old habits in you that you want to remove? First, lay aside the old view by counting your old self already dead. 

Consider you are dead to it, thinking, "I am dead to this; I don't need to live in it." I need something to replace it. Find the 

antidote of the old shadow that clings to you still powerfully. Count the cost of life agreeing with God. Count also what 

will cost when you live continuously in negativities, worries, fears, and anxiety. 

Old habits like a big and small addiction that made you exhausted will want to stay with you. You also want that because 

it became a habit, a part of you. This you is your false self.  

But when you nourish your inner man, the holy person in you, with the word of God, with communion with God through 

prayer and meditation, with gratitude, and praise, Holy Spirit will empower you and your will to put down old things 

away. You are not losing anything at all. You have a big beautiful piece of new life in front of you. Be joyful! God is 

joyful!  

Renew your mind with the word and communion with the Lord daily! There is a unique new grace for the day. Eat the 

word, chew it, digest it, and let it be a part of your body. Whenever I read God's empowering, loving word and stay in it, 

the most beautiful refreshing energy rises from the deep within instantly like a shower. I praise God with great joy and 

thanksgiving. Then I always have more room for love for others because of the love that overflows. Then the relationship 

with others is restored too. 

Day by day, enjoy it. You will get to know that even if you are not in the place where you desire to be yet. You are 

certainly in the place where you used to be.  

If there is any lingering negativity, then pause and read the signs of negativity in you. Then, look for an antidote to it. 

Switch from your mindset to Jesus' mindset. This process takes time, but God enjoys the process with you. God wants to 

give us the most beautiful thing; garland instead of ash, gladness instead of mourning, double portion instead of 

shame as in Isaiah. And worship God every moment with gratitude. Life overflows. You will bear the fruit of Jesus.  

 

Listen to the father's voice. "You are an heir of the Kingdom - all my promises to you are yes and amen! Nothing will 

disappoint you as you walk into my kingdom reality. Glory, ever-increasing glory, will surround you. To follow Me is not 

merely leaving everything; it is gaining everything. Set your gaze on what I am to you and what I have deposited inside 

your heart. All things are now yours; life, eternity, authority, power, and glory. No one will be able to take these from 

you. So move forward without fear, and I will be your great reward!"   

 

 

 


