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Sermon 03-24/25-2018 

“Palm Sunday vs. Good Friday” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Mark 15:24-39 
 

24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should 

take. 
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the charge against him 

read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his 

left.[a] 29 Those who passed by derided[b] him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 In the 

same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah,[c] the King of Israel, come down from the 

cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[d] until three in the afternoon. 34 At three o’clock 

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?”[e] 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 

Elijah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when the 

centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he[f] breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 

God’s Son!”[g] 

 

 

Today/Tomorrow is Palm Sunday. It is one of those wonderfully upbeat Christian 

holidays. For some of you I know it is the favorite Sunday of the year. We 

remember the triumphant and joyful entry of Jesus into the capital city of the 

Jewish people 2000 years ago. It was a majestic day in the life and ministry of 

Jesus and his friends. 

 This year we approach this joyful day in a different way. Our “24 hours that 

changed the world” study series takes us 5 days further in the timeline of Jesus’ 

last days in ministry. The reading we just heard concludes the final 24 hours of 

Jesus’ life when he finally dies after 6 long and agonizing hours of handing naked, 

his genital wide exposed, on a Roman cross. And if that wasn’t enough shame, 

many of the bystanders and passersby make fun of him.  

As Jesus was dying and breathed his last breath he may have overlooked the 

very city into which he rode triumphantly on a donkey 5 days prior on Palm 

Sunday. On that day the masses were excited about him, they welcomed him like a 

king. Now they watch him die and mock him. 

 What happened? 

 

It’s a question Christians ask each year during holy week. For almost 2000 years 

Christians all over the world have wondered: What happened there in the year 

33AD-ish that within 5 days masses of people turned from being happy about Jesus 

into masses that asked for his crucifixion and mocked him. 

 

There are many good answers to the question. Instead of sharing all of them with 

you… let’s bring that whole issue home into a bit more familiar terrain:  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24847a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24848b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24851c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24852d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24853e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24858f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24858g
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Do you remember what happened March 4, 2008? The most beloved man of 

Wisconsin, Brett Favre, announced his retirement from the Green Bay Packers. I 

remember my wife Carrie and I having to put in overtime in pastoral care to 

console upset members in the churches we served. People called our house and 

told us that they don’t know if it’s worth living anymore. People were upset and 

grieved the going of their hero. 

Well, then it got complicated. Favre got traded to the NY Jets for a year. 

Many Wisconsinites were still very sympathetic and actually glad that he 

continued to play. But then the dreadful month of August 2009 came around. Favre 

signed with the Minnesota Vikings. 

Now things changed. Now the mood of the Wisconsin crowd changed. It 

was no longer grief counseling that was needed, now it was anger management that 

was needed. The crowds were split, some still admired their former GBP hero, 

some despised him for turning out to not be the person they thought he’d be. 

 

Friends, I’m not bringing up Favre because I want to show off that I too can talk 

about football! Actually, I hope I haven’t ruined this sermon for you by bringing 

up a painful episode in your memory.   

I’m bringing it up because it is an example for a situation that we encounter 

regularly in life: We have to deal with the fact that people we look up to do things 

we neither expect nor want them to do. Whenever that happens we have to make a 

decision: ‘Am I ok with that or is that a deal breaker?’ 

 

People were not okay when the Palm Sunday Jesus turned out to be different from 

what they expected and so he became the Good Friday Jesus. Yes, it’s a much 

grander scale, but the principle is the same.  

The only difference with Jesus is that he never changed the team. He was 

always the quarterback, coach and owner of the team that sought peace and not 

rebellion and he was clear about that.  

But not even his own team mates understood that. So many people on Palm 

Sunday hoped that Jesus was part of the team that sought active revolt against the 

oppressive Roman Empire. Instead, Jesus’ fight was not for land but for people to 

have peace with God. 

 

People hoped so badly that Jesus would stand up and mobilize the masses in a 

march for justice that would reinstate the nation of Israel. There were serious 

movement around that were ready to do that, but Jesus was never part of their team.  

He was part of the team called trinity! He was the image of the invisible 

God, walking on earth, showing us how much in love the creator truly is with his 

creation. That’s not what the people expected and so they had him nailed to an 

ugly Roman cross! 

 

Can I again invite you to make this personal? This time I’m not trying to use a 

football metaphor, this time I just want to stay in the spiritual realm:  
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- Have you ever been truly disappointed in God?  

- Has God ever been different from what you thought God should be?  

- Have you ever thought that if you were all powerful you’d run certain 

situations in this world differently?! 

 

At our men’s study group last Thursday we talked about how power so often 

corrupts people. We played through the scenario of what we would do if we had all 

the power in the world and could not be held accountable for what we do. Some of 

us could imagine that we might not be so nice anymore, that we might become 

quite self-centered and even abusive. 

 

God is all powerful and does not really have an authority to be accountable to. And 

yet in his son he stayed the course that would lead toward Good Friday. I want to 

invite you to look at the whole conflict between Palm Sunday and Good Friday 

from a Trinitarian perspective.  

What I mean by that is: see that God is fully present in Jesus – that Jesus is 

one with the Father as he said. If you hold to that you realize that it is the fullness 

of God that is being nailed to the cross in mockery and shame.  

 

For many people it’s hard to think about God that way because you wonder:  

“Well, if God was nailed to the cross, then who resurrects Jesus from the 

dead?”  

The fact that God raised Jesus from the dead should not bypass the biblical 

witness that Jesus was one with God and that when Jesus died, that part of God 

died on the cross.  

 

And in this tremendous conflict the world learns how true power behaves. 

Almighty God gave himself up for us, into humankind’s hatred, so that the same 

humankind would be offered and taught another way to be human. In Christ God 

shows us how extreme and how far divine love is willing to go – and we are 

invited to be as extreme in our love for God and for others. 

 

I believe the greatest life lesson we can take from the clash of Palm Sunday with 

Good Friday is that we identify with the people in Jerusalem. It was a mixed crowd 

– not all hated Jesus, some still stuck with him and grieved his dying.  

But it is fair to say that by 3pm in the afternoon, when he finally died, there 

was no one left that believed he would make any difference. Even the most 

committed of his disciples could only manage to arrange for his burial – no one 

expected for him to rise again – not one single person.  

 

It looks like everybody is left hanging in limbo when Jesus dies. The only thing 

that carries us, the readers of the story, through to Easter is the statement of that 

Roman centurion who professed: Truly, this was the Son of God. 
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As we go into this holy week, I invite you to be honest with yourself. Find yourself 

in the crowd of Jerusalem that was so mixed. Aren’t you sometimes pretty mixed 

up too in what you believe and what you prefer? Go into holy week and ask 

yourself:  

 

What does it take for me to stick with my God, especially when my God is 

revealed in ways that are hard for me to take? And when you are almost getting 

lost in your questions, let that statement of the Roman centurion carry you through 

to new hope:  

Truly, this was the Son of God, truly this was the one who made God known 

to me, truly this was the one who brought me into a new understanding of divine 

love. 

 

Amen. 


