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Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 

hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 

love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 

for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 

days longer in the place where he was. 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 

met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 

and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 

began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 

not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

- John 11:1-6, 17-37 

 

 By the time Jesus gets to Bethany his good friend Lazarus has been in the grave four 

days. Lazarus’s sister, Martha, comes out to meet him. 

 “If you had been there,” she says, “my brother would not have died.” “Your brother will 

rise again,” Jesus tells the grieving and angry sister. “I know that he will rise again,” Martha tells 

him “at the resurrection on the last day.” But Jesus has more than this in his heart and mind. “I 

am the resurrection and I am the life,” he reminds her. “If a man has faith in me even though he 

die, he shall come to life; and no one who is alive and has faith shall ever die.” 

 One of the first things we notice about Jesus in this miracle is his strange tardiness. The 

scripture says that when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed two days longer in the place 

where he was. Now this just does not fit the character of Jesus. After all he loved Martha and 

Mary and Lazarus. And normally He would have run to the aid of his friends. Thus we ask 

ourselves: why did He let them suffer so long? One reason may have been that He and His 



disciples were afraid that He would meet His death if He returned to Judea. Thus Thomas in 

verse 16 said, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” But I think the real reason is stated in 

verse 4, when Jesus said, “This illness is not unto death it is for the glory of God, so that the Son 

of God may be glorified.” Then again in verse 15 Jesus said, “I am glad that I was not there, so 

that you may believe.” Jesus did not go to the aid of His friends right away because He wanted 

the people to be sure that Lazarus was dead. And secondly He wanted them to see the power of 

God at work in Him as He raised Lazarus from the dead. The purpose of this miracle is to show 

us that those who believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, receive through Him the gift of 

eternal life. 

 He knew He was going to go back to Judea despite the fact that it might cost His death. 

But He waited two days because He wanted to be sure that God got the glory for raising Lazarus. 

 For you see, Jesus was earnestly at prayer on behalf of Lazarus the minute he heard about 

his death. Prayer that was so earnest and believing that it bought Lazarus back to life while in the 

tomb. Thus we notice in verse 41 the peculiar prayer of Jesus. He said, “Father I thank thee that 

thou has heard me.” He didn’t say Father please bring Lazarus back to life because God had 

already done that. And in verse 43 all Jesus said in a loud voice was, “Lazarus come out.” 

 And the scripture says “the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, 

and his face wrapped with a cloth.” You see, the faith of Jesus in God His father and the power 

of Jesus in prayer raised Lazarus from the dead.  

 So what does this miracle story teach us about death, Jesus and the afterlife? 

 First of all it teaches us that when our hearts ache and break Jesus is not absent. Martha 

and Mary felt that if Jesus had only been there this could never have happened. But in reality He 

was there. Nothing had taken place without his knowledge. Nothing had taken place without His 

will. All the while that death was doing its grim work Jesus was there. 

 Yet the question remains, why does God allow the death of Lazarus or any tragedy to 

take place? The simple answer is because He loves us. I know that it sounds weird but it is true. 

God loves us. Christ loved Mary, Martha and Lazarus and He loves us. Loving them and loving 

us He wanted to give us a new and deeper and more wonderful knowledge of Himself. “I am 

glad Jesus said to his disciples that “For your sakes I was not there, for this will give you another 

opportunity to believe in me.” He was glad because He knew that it is only through life’s pain 

that life’s greatest lessons are learned. I’m sure that if you stop to think about this you too will 

agree that suffering has brought you closer to God. And the very moment you thought Christ was 

far away He was very near. 

 After 9/11 someone wrote, “Where was God in the terrible tragedy that befell our 

nation?” I have no doubt at all where God was. God was in the hundreds of firefighters, police, 

medics, and rescue workers who risked their lives – and in many cases gave their lives – to save 

their fellow human beings. Where was God? God was in those heroic people who carried co-

workers out of the burning buildings. God was in an Orthodox Jewish man who stayed behind, 

even as the buildings collapsed, with a Christian friend in a wheelchair who could not descend 

the stairs. God was in those passengers who sacrificed their lives bringing down the plane in 

Pennsylvania rather than see it used to bring further destructions and loss of life. God was in the 

thousands of persons who gave blood and money and offered up prayers. And God is with us as 

we deal with the corona virus. He is with the doctors and nurses, the president’s team, the 

Governor, the first responders, the police and firefighters. Wherever there is love, there is God. 

Wherever there is kindness, compassion, and courage—there is God. And here is the good news: 



Let these acts of heroism remind us that God has many more children than does Satan. The 

future is not hopeless at all.  

 There is great power in our faith. The same Jesus who called his friend Lazarus from the 

grave is our friend as well. He will never forget us or forsake us. 

 Resurrection does not have to come. We can spend the rest of our lives exchanging 

anything and everything for self-control or numbly sleeping in the grave. We all do our share of 

that kind of dying now and then. But there is an alternative: out of death to find new power and 

strength, even a new self. 

 Robert McCafee Brown, an American professor, tells us something, which the story of 

Lazarus did, in one of his experiences in life. He was an American Army chaplain and he was on 

a troopship in which 1,500 marines were returning from Japan to America for discharge. Greatly 

to his surprise he was approached by a small group to do a Bible study with them. He leapt at the 

opportunity. Near the end of this voyage, they were studying our scripture for today. After they 

studied it, a marine came to him. “Everything in that chapter he said, “is pointing at me.” He 

went on to say that he had been in hell for the last six months. He had gone straight into the 

marines from college. He had been sent out to Japan. He had been bored with life, and had gone 

out and got into trouble-bad trouble. Nobody knew about it – but God knew about it. He felt 

guilty; he felt his life was ruined; he felt he could never face his family although they need never 

know; he felt he had killed himself and he was a dead man. “And,” said this young marine after 

reading this chapter, chapter 11 of John, “I have come alive again,” He said, “I know that this 

resurrection Jesus was talking about is real here and now, for He has raised me from death to 

life.” That young man’s troubles were not finished; he had a hard road to go; but in his sin and 

his sense of guilt he had found Jesus as the resurrection and the life. 

 When Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life, He who believe in me will live 

even if he has died; and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” He was thinking 

of the person who is dead in sin. He was saying, “Even if a man is dead in sin, even if, through 

his sins, he has lost all that makes life worth calling life, even if that be so, I can make him alive 

again.” This is Jesus’s promise, that He can resurrect the life that is dead in sin. 

 A second thing we learn from this story is that in the afterlife there is the survival of 

individuality. When Jesus stands by the grave to raise Lazarus from the dead, He does not call 

him by some new name. He called Him by the name by which he had known him in this life. 

And those that have passed into the larger life still answer to their old names. Elijah is still Elijah 

as he comes on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses is still Moses. And do not doubt that you 

and I and those we love will answer by our given names in God’s house. The point is that we 

will be the same person in the life hereafter that we are today. Our bodies will change but our 

personalities will not. Some people seem to think that in the life hereafter they will be better 

people. But that is not true. Who we are and what we are today will determine who we are and 

what we are tomorrow. And if you haven’t lived your life with Christ today don’t expect to live 

your life with Christ tomorrow. He knows where our commitment lies today and He will judge 

us on the basis of that commitment when we die. 

 One question that often comes up when we are discussing death is will we know each 

other in the life hereafter? I don’t know what your answer to that question is but I believe 

without a shadow of a doubt that we will. Scripture indicates this, Jesus taught it, and the 

experience of those who have had a life after death encounter indicates this spiritual truth. I’m 

looking forward to seeing my father, mother, sister again. And I look forward to seeing many of 

you in God’s Kingdom. I believe in the communion of saints and the resurrection of the body 



and the life everlasting. I believe we have the right to talk about my baby, my husband, my wife, 

my friend, my boy, and my girl. These that have died in the knowledge of Jesus are still ours. 

And one day God will give them back to us with our old love cleansed and purified in the land of 

Eternal Gladness. 

 The key to all this however, is stated quite clearly in verse 25 of our scripture, where 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life, and he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.” Do you believe this? Martha said 

to him Yes Lord, “I believe you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the 

world.” 

 Do you believe this? If you believe, you will have eternal life. However, not only must 

you believe but you must live. “For whosoever lives and believes in Jesus Christ shall never die.” 

 I wonder today if this faith is your faith. I wonder if this Christ is present not less in our 

sorrows than in our joys. I wonder if this Christ who sympathizes, this mighty Christ who flings 

open the door of the Life Eternal to us – is your Christ. If He is, I am sure that you consider no 

price too great to have paid to have come to know Him. You may have come to this glad 

knowledge through heartache, as did these people years ago. But if you did I am sure that you 

have come to recognize as did Martha and Mary and Lazarus, that their darkest day was also 

their brightest and sweetest and best. Our Lord does not deal with all of us alike, but His purpose 

for all is the same high and holy purpose, that we may come to know Him. This is the end He has 

in view in all our laughter and all our tears. If he can only get us to lay hold of His hand, He 

knows that that will mean Life Eternal here and life eternal later in His presence, with those that 

we have loved. 

 This has got to be one of the greatest joys and privileges we have as Christians. To spend 

eternity with Family, friends and Christ. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never 

die.” 

  


