
Sermon 03-21-2021 

“Woman, here is your son” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 19:25b-27 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he 

said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And 

from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

 
0) Introduction 

“Woman, here is your son.” It’s part of Jesus’ 4th utterance from the cross. For a long time I misunderstood this statement 

of Jesus. I thought Jesus was talking about himself, kind of like saying to his mother: “Mom, look at me – here I am now, 

on a cross…” 

But Jesus isn’t talking about himself – he is talking about the other disciples who was present at the cross. The Bible 

(Gospel of John) calls him “the disciple whom Jesus loved” – tradition has it that it was the disciple John, the one who 

also wrote the Gospel of John. 

It is this John that Jesus points out when he says “Woman, here is your son.”  

 

Once you realize that – a whole new meaning of this scene on the cross opens up. Now we realize three things: 

 

Now we realize that Jesus, in the last moments of his life, makes arrangements for John to take care of his mother 

1) Jesus arranges for John to take care of Mary 

 

Now we realize that Jesus gives us an example for how we should take care of each other 

1) Jesus arranges for John to take care of Mary 

2) Jesus shows us we should take care of each other 

 

Now we realize that in this moment on the cross Jesus give a summary of his kingdom message of compassion 

1) Jesus arranges for John to take care of Mary 

2) Jesus shows us we should take care of each other 

3) Jesus gives us a key summary of his concern for compassion  

 

Let’s first talk about Jesus arranging for his mother Mary to be taken care of… 

 

1) Jesus arranges for John to take care of Mary 

We have to realize that Jesus’ earthly dad, Joseph, was no longer in the picture. The last time we heard of Joseph was 

when Jesus was 12 years old and they all go to the temple in Jerusalem together. Jesus started his public ministry at the 

time when he was in his 30s and Joseph is no longer mentioned by that time – it suggests that Joseph had passed away. 

This means his mom, Mary, is now a widow. Jesus is her oldest son and he is about to die also. Who will take care of his 

widowed mom now? Well, it’s going to be John!  

Jesus cares for his mom. He wants her to be safe and financially taken care of. 

Some struggle with the fact that Jesus calls her “woman” – that sounds harsh for us – but it wasn’t harsh in the days of 

Jesus. This is how Jesus addressed his mom at the beginning of his ministry also. When Mary asked him to help out at the 

wedding at Cana where they ran out of wine, Jesus turns to her and says: “Woman, what concern is that to you and to 

me? My hour has not yet come.” – John 2:4 

It’s actually quite meaningful to think about these two event for a moment: The wedding at Cana, the crucifixion at 

Golgotha; the beginning and the end of Jesus’ public ministry; both events had Mary, his mom, present.  

It is powerful and truly heartwarming to witness these family bonds and to see how Jesus connects Mary and John with 

each other – extending the family. They came to the cross because they loved Jesus much; Jesus binds them together in 

their love.  

 

He loves us too and that leads us to the second realization: 

 

2) Jesus shows us we should take care of each other 

Jesus shows how he is concerned for his mom’s wellbeing by assigning John to take care of her. In this he gives us an 

example – he models how we should take care of each other.  

Hasn’t Jesus cast the dream that we are to be one great big family of love? Wasn’t that God’s original intent when he 

created us? 



 

God did not create us with the intention for us to divide up into different nations that rival each other.  

God did not create us to settle with our camps of preference so we can hang out with the likeminded and lament over 

those who are different.  

God did not create us to be suspicious of each other because we don’t look all the same, because we don’t talk all the 

same, because we don’t vote all the same, or because we don’t think and live all the same.  

That is all a result of humanity’s fall, it’s not a result of human created-ness! 

Jesus tells us we’ve got to do better. We are supposed to be a family that’s guided by love and care.  

How are you doing with that? How do you treat other people as family? 

In Mark 3:31-35 there is a curious story where Jesus redefines, or rather widens, the meaning of family. (evtl read whole 

passage) 

 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” – Mark 3:35 

 

How do you fit into being God’s family and be family with others? 

 

In this pandemic many of us have experienced how the boarders of “family” have naturally extended. I have experienced 

that in my own family. When we didn’t know what to do with our boys when the schools closed and grandparents were 

not an option, we turned to our church family and found help. Donna Frick, the leader of our VIM team, has become 

something like a new family member for us as she has spent hours upon hours every week in our house during the months 

of lockdown – watching and teaching our boys. 

Have you found that this pandemic has brought new people into your life in new ways? Let’s hope it doesn’t take another 

pandemic for us to experience and chase the concept of Christ turning our attention toward each other. 

Christ loves us so much, he wants us to love each other from the heart just as much. It’s a key element of his ministry and 

it’s summarized in his moments on the cross… 

 

3) Jesus gives us a key summary of his concern for compassion  

Have you ever heard the expression that Jesus is considered the new, second Adam of creation? We know the story of the 

first Adam. While he did some great things like taking care of the garden and naming the animals, he did not live fully 

like God had intended for him – he disobeyed.  

Jesus, the second Adam, is making up for it. He is making things right, right here, on the cross, when he cares for others 

more than for himself. 

 

Eve, the first woman, too failed. While she was that perfect companion for her man Adam, she conspired with him to live 

against God’s idea for life. Jesus, the second Adam, is calling out to the most important woman in his life: His mom 

Mary. Jesus calls his mom “woman,” just like Adam called Eve “woman.”  

Like Jesus, Mary was faithful to the end and did not abandon her beloved son. In that both Jesus, the second Adam, and 

Mary, the woman, show us God’s intent for human life in compassion. 

Do you find this comparison to the beginning of humankind meaningful? You can even draw further comparisons. 

Adam and Eve gave birth to Cain and Able – they are the first brothers in the Bible. The older one ends up killing the 

younger and I believe we are asked a question by this: 

Aren’t we asked: Whose example are you going to follow, that of Adam, Eve, Cain and Able, or that of Jesus, Mary 

and John?  

Are you following the example of disobedience, rebellion, hatred and murder or that of faithfulness, care, and 

compassion? 

It’s a rhetorical question, but it’s also a real question. You may say that you are far from committing murder, but please 

let’s keep in mind that Jesus tells us that whenever we call a brother or sister a fool it is like committing murder (Matthew 

5:21f)! 

You and I we have to decide every day anew which kind of like we are going to live. Will we live the life of the second 

Adam or that of the first?  

We all have the first Adam within us, we all are offspring of Adam and Eve – but it’s not the end of the story. Through 

our active faith we also have Christ in us. He invites us to care and love using only two small sentences with his dying 

breath: 

“Women, here is your son.” “Here is your mother” 

How do you hear Jesus speaking into your life? Who do you have to care for? Who do you have to love with new fervor? 

Who do you have to be family with? 

 

Let Jesus speak into your heart from the cross – hear the call to be his and to be everyone else’s. 

Amen. 


