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March Memory Verse: 
 
 

 13 Be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others.         Colossians 3:13 Living Bible (TLB) 
 

Philippians 2:4 
 

 

               
 

Join us for our All-Church Lenten Study based on forgiveness.  Forgiving 

others and humbly asking for forgiveness are central disciplines for all 

Christian believers. Lent, a time to reflect on our Christian journey, is an 

appropriate time to deepen our understanding and practice of forgiveness.  

For more information see the Adult Education Page inside. The books are 

offered to those taking a class at no charge.  There will be a freewill donation 

available for those who would like to keep our Free Books going for Lent and 

Advent. 
 

Information about the book, Forgiveness – A Lenten Study  

by Marjorie J. Thompson 
  

In six brief chapters, Thompson addresses such questions as the following: 

 Is forgiveness a Christian duty under all circumstances? Or are there 

situations Christians do not need to forgive? 

 Is forgiveness a matter between individuals, or is it meaningful only in 

the context of communities? 

 Is forgiving the best route to healing for the injured? 

 How do we get past emotional barriers to real forgiveness? 
 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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March 2019 Preaching Plan 
 

 

March 2/3 – Communion 

Theme: Being good in a polarized world 

Text: Luke 10: 25-37 
 

March 6th - ASH WEDNESDAY, 6:15PM 

Preacher: Rev. Liz Whitford 
 

March 9/10 –  

Theme: Forgiveness and Kinship 

Text: Luke 15:11-32 
 

March 13th – WEDNESDAY, 6:15PM 

Preacher: Christine Ladewig 
 

March 16/17 – Pastor Liz Preaching 

Theme: Self-Examination 

Text: Psalm 51 
 

March 20th – WEDNESDAY, 6:15PM 

Preacher: Bob Butler 
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Pastor Ponderings March 2019 
 

How Does Forgiveness Play Into “Getting Along?” 

Forgiveness is the theme for our Lenten services and all church studies. Is that a good 

follow up on our 9 week message series on “Why We Can(‘t) Get Along?” When Pastor 

Liz suggested this particular book study I didn’t immediately see connecting points. But 

now that we have concluded our “getting along” series I do see how appropriate of a 

follow up it is to focus on forgiveness… 

For 9 weeks we have talked about getting along; we learned about God’s strong desire 

and will for us to get along; we even learned some skills on how to get along and be de-

polarizing. One thing we didn’t spend a lot of time on was the following question:  

“What do I do when I try my very best to get along with an other-minded person, 

but that person doesn’t show any interest trying to get along with me?!”  

This is a question that is part of everyone’s life who seeks to live in peace with their 

neighbor. Our peacemaking efforts will not always be rewarded let alone accepted. So 

we turn to Christ and seek counsel from his life. Christ persisted in offering peace even 

to the point of his atoning death. I’m not suggesting we are called to die literally in our 

effort to make peace and get along. But we may be called to die many non-literal deaths 

in the process of being peace makers. And we have to be willing to let go and forgive if 

our efforts of making peace will not be received. I’m not suggesting you allow a bully to 

abuse your actions of peace making, but I am suggesting that you carry forgiveness in 

your heart and a readiness to pray sincerely for the person that does not want to get along 

with you. 

Peace be with you,  

 

Pastor Markus 

 
                                           

 
 
 
  

Are you ready to – finally! – dive into Lent? On 

the first weekend of March we will conclude our 

9 week message series on getting along just to be 

welcomed by the season of Lent, starting March 

6th with our Ash Wednesday service. As every 

year our messages throughout Lent will go along 

with our all-church Lenten book study. This 

year’s study is called: “Forgiven – A Lenten 

Study.” 

Our weekly Wednesday night services at 6:15pm 

will also embrace this theme. Preachers this year 

will be a mix of First Church pastors and First 

Church staff. I’m looking forward for us to come 

together as a church family to intentionally walk 

through Lent toward Easter with each other. 
 

March 23/24 – 

Theme: Honesty 

Text: Matthew 5:43-48, 7:1-6 

 

March 27th – WEDNESDAY, 

6:15PM 

Preacher: Rev. Dave Farina  

 

March 30/31 

Theme: Repentance 

Text: Luke 23:32-43 
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Lent has come again.  On Wednesday, 

March 6th we will observe Ash Wednesday.  

It is a time for us to reflect on our lives, and 

recreate spiritual practices that may help us 

refocus on God.  One simple way is to begin 

or reinstitute a 5-minute devotion every 

morning, or maybe you need a more 

physical approach to your faith by fasting 

from something (i.e. chocolate, soda or pop, 

Facebook, etc.).  Maybe you need to be 

refocus on Christian fellowship, which can 

be satisfied by being part of the All-Church 

Lenten Study starting the week of May 3rd.  

There are many options.  God has called us 

to this time and place of Lent so that we 

may reassess where our faith is and where it 

should be.  May you find Lent as renewing 

as it is challenging. 

 

With God’s love, 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Liz 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

Deaths:  
 01-24-2019 

  Paul Schulte 

 02-10-2019  

  Vicki Schabo 

 02-13-2019 

  Bonnie Nutting 

 

 
 

Due to a sharp increase in floral costs, the flowers for the 

Altar will now cost $30. You are welcome to sign up on the 

flower chart, on the board near the kitchen door, and honor 

someone, celebrate a milestone, give in memory of a friend 

or loved one, or just give thanks and praise!  You are 

encouraged to take the flowers home after the 10:30 service 

and enjoy them.  All we ask is that you return the vase to 

church afterwards.  Flowers enhance our worship through 

nature’s beauty.  Even with a price increase, they are still a 

beautiful way to celebrate.   
 

 

Did you know…? 
 

In 2018 our church’s SCRIP 

program contributed $10,000 to 

our annual budget. It’s a great 

ministry. If you haven’t 

participated in the past, consider 

purchasing a gift card at the 

SCRIP table in Fellowship Hall 

after the 9am service, or the 

Conference Room before the 

Saturday service. 
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2019 Budget Update as of January 31, 2019 
 

The faithful commitment of members of First Church continues!!!   

Despite uncooperative weather and less than crowded pews,  

giving for the month of January was over budget!    

Expenses were slightly below budget – so a good start to the year!   Thank you! 

 

Total Income            $115,083 

Budgeted Income     $112,282 

Total Expenses         $74,458 
 

 

Join us on Wednesdays for our Lenten Services 

6:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 We will hear a variety of preachers! 

 

March 6th –  Pastor Liz Whitford 

March 13th –  Christine Ladewig 

March 20th –  Bob Butler  

March 27th –  Pastor Dave Farina 

April 3rd –  Brian Stahl  

April 10th –  Pastor Markus Wegenast 
 

Great News!!!    
 

The Finance Committee says ‘THANK YOU’ for your generous Christmas and end-of-year 

giving!  Although in October and November finances looked a little scary, thanks to your 

contributions we were able to end the year with giving right at budget!  What a blessing it is to have 

such a faithful and generous congregation!   
 

Thank You People of First Church - You Did It!! 
 

We are blessed to be a church that is stable in its ministries that are directed both to help each of us 

grow and helps our community on so many avenues. 

 

God bless you,  

 

Your Finance Committee. 
 

 

 

2018 Budget Report 

 

Total Income        $878,543 

Budgeted Income $881,473 

        Total Expenses     $879,850 

 

Wednesday, March 6th Ash Wednesday Service 

will be in the Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m. 
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Mission of the Month 
                                     
The Missions Ministry Team is excited to announce that a new organization is 

joining our Mission of the Month.  SOAR Fox Cities is a local nonprofit 

organization serving youth and adults with developmental disabilities. SOAR’s 

mission of “Empowering People with Differing Abilities” is carried out through 

social, recreational and educational programs, advocacy groups, support groups, 

camps, family activities, community education and Special Olympics. SOAR 

envisions a world where all individuals are seen for their ABILITY, not their 

disability.  

The programs and services provided by SOAR Fox Cities are made possible thanks 

to the support of the community. Volunteers play an important role in SOAR 

activities including Special Olympics sports, camps fundraisers, monthly dances and 

more! In addition, community donations help support SOAR programs. SOAR has 

an ongoing wish list including the following items: 

  Small prizes (such as stuffed animals, pens/pencils, coloring books, etc.),  

 cases of bottled water, healthy snacks, 8.5 x 11 white printing/copy paper, 

 tape (masking tape or duct tape), air fresheners, Band-Aids, Kleenex, plastic 

 forks, and napkins. 
 

For more information on SOAR Fox Cities, call 920-731-9831 or go online to 

www.soarfoxcities.com . 

Please place your donations in the large wooden collection box labeled “SOAR Fox 

Cities” located outside the Wesley room. Items will be delivered to our newest 

agency by April 1st.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sign up for Scrip Now– and on 

your phone or computer you 

can purchase an Amazon gift 

card which loads directly into 

your Amazon account. Use the 

credit in your Amazon account 

to make your purchase and the 

church gets 2.5%!    It’s that 

easy!  ScripNow allows you to 

purchase gift cards to 

ANYWHERE right on your 

phone or computer … while 

you are shopping, traveling, 

dining out, etc. Think how 

great it will be when almost all 

your purchases that you 

already make every day are 

earning money for the Church! 

Stop by the Scrip table to get 

signed up for Scrip Now or 

email Sue Swanson for more 

info scs003@aol.com. 

 

 

 
 

Pillar Adult Shelter Needs Your Help! 
 

Save the Dates of March 27-31 as we will once again be serving at the Pillars Adult 

Shelter, formerly known as the Warming Shelter.  We will need meals to be prepared 

and served on those dates.  Watch your bulletin for coming information on 

when/where you can sign up to help those in need at the shelter.   

 

THANK YOU FROM 

PILLARS ADULT AND 

FAMILY SHELTER 

 

THANK YOU to those who 

donated items to the January 

Mission of the Month collection 

for Pillars Adult and Family 

Shelter. 53 items were delivered 

to the Shelter at the end of the 

month!!  Donations included 

laundry supplies, kitchen 

supplies, snacks and food items, 

toilet paper, personal care items, 

slippers, flip flops and socks, 

calendars were also provided. 

They were very grateful for 

your generosity. 

 

About the movie Joshua: The town of Auburn has always been quiet, but not without its own problems. That solitude is replaced by 

outside attention when a young man named Joshua comes to town. He seems like an average hard-working carpenter whose work is 

praised around town, that is, until he performs some tasks that would normally be deemed impossible. Joshua becomes an instrument 

of peace among the squabbling, but well-meaning, religious people in Auburn. And eventually, Joshua's efforts are requested from 

the highest levels of leadership in the Church. (Recommended by our very own Pastor Markus) 

 

JOIN US for MOVIE NIGHT 

,  
March 20th  
at 6:55 pm 

In the CHAPEL  
 

http://www.soarfoxcities.com/
mailto:scs003@aol.com
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Upcoming Events 
 

March 10 Walk Through Holy Week 10:15 - Noon 

March 17 Children’s Ministry Team 
Meeting 

Room 316  
10:30-11:30 

March 24 Take Home Faith –  
My Church 

Room 221  
10:30 – 11:30 

Parents and children 4 years old 

Dates and activities are subject to change.  
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s hard to believe that we are 
already half way through our year!  
The kids have been having a lot of 
fun learning Bible stories, making 
fun crafts, and learning their books 
of the Bible!  
This year our focus has been 
teaching the children how to use 
their Bibles, and memorize the 
books in order.  Even our youngest 
kidz are having fun learning!  
If you would like your child to 
experience learning the Bible in a 
fun way then they can join us 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 in 
room 314.                                        is 
for kidz in Kindergarten – 5th grade.  

 

 
Our next Take Home Faith event will happen 
March 24 at 10:30 in room 224. This event is for 
parents, and children 4 -years -old.   
Families will have a memorable experience 
together at church and learn how much they 
matter to our faith community.   
Please R.S.V.P. to Christine Ladewig by email 

Upcoming Take Home Faith Classes: 
April 28 

Families of Kindergartners – Family Prayer 
June 2 

Families with 1st graders – Family Service Projects 
 

 

Lenten Snack Sales 
 

Our Sunday School Children will be selling snacks they make, in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour throughout 
Lent.  The dates will be March 24 & 31, and April 7. Please support our children as they raise money for a 
community organization. Thank you! 
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Vacation Bible School will take place July 22- 26 from 9 a.m. – noon.  
Children ages 3 years old – completed 5th grade are invited to join us for a fun-filled week of crafts, games, 
snacks, music, and learning that when “Life is Wild, God is Good”!! 
This is a free event and all children are welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 

 VBS 2019 - Save the Date 

 
 

Your Adventure Awaits! 
 

Join us March 10th after Sunday School on a Biblical adventure through Holy week! Join your travel guide in 
the first floor lobby where you will be lead to experience Palm Sunday, the Last Supper and washing of the 
feet, pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, reflect as you hear from the Roman soldiers on Good Friday, and 
celebrate with our puppet ministry, C.I.A., on Resurrection Day!    
There will also be crafts and activities on our third floor for you to enjoy! Bring a friend to enjoy our Lenten 
Kickoff event together.  We will be offering handmade Para-cord cross key chains and zipper pulls for a free 
will donation.   

 

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 

before you go to bed on  

Saturday, March 9th. 

Daylight savings begins on  

March 10th at 2:00 a.m. 

Move clocks ahead one hour- 

Don’t be late to church! 
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Phoebe Circle 
 

This year instead of school bags we will be assembling Personal 

Dignity Kits. This is one of the high needs kits for the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference.  As you are shopping please consider adding these 

items to your list.  Needed Items are:  Bath Hand towel,  

Bath Wash Cloth, Toothpaste (2.5 oz. or larger), Toothbrush, 

Bar Soap, and Razors.  The more items collected the more kits we 

can assemble in April and take to conference.  We will be collecting 

these items from now until April.  We could use congregation help in 

purchasing these items.  They may be left at the church office or you 

can give them to Ellen Roe. Thank you in advance for helping with 

this project. 

                                               
 
 

 

 
 

The Befrienders team is looking to grow.  If you are interested in expressing yourself by 

 serving others through prayer and friendship, please visit the Befriender team at one of the

 four times below.  The Befriender experience begins with training so you can be confident

 and effective in your chosen ministry.  As a Befriender, based on your gifts, time and 

 talents, you may choose to pray with First friends in services, visit with friends who are 

 hospitalized, visit with shut-in friends, visit with friends in crisis, train the Befriender team

 or help define a new way to show friendship in our Christian community. 

March 2 or March 30, 

following the 5:30 Service next to the Chapel 
 

March 3 or March 31, 

between the 9:00 and 10:30 Services in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Youth Lounge Furniture Fund Update 
 

The total cost of new furniture for the remodeled Youth Lounge is $26,957.   Of that amount, approximately 

$13,000 will be covered by endowment money that was not spent on the Capital Campaign remodeling 

project.  Therefore, we are asking the congregation to help us raise the remaining $13,957.  At this time, we have 

received $2,690.   (please note: numbers current as of 2/19/2019) 
 

Can you help? 
 

The Youth need your help to furnish the new Youth Lounge. If you wish to donate to the fund, please find forms 

at the Welcome Desk or brochure racks. You may designate a special piece of furniture or donate funds to be used 

as needed. Any donation is helpful and greatly appreciated! 

 

    Please check our 

 ‘Lost and Found’ area located 

above the coat rack on the first 

floor, across from the elevators.  

We have many items: glasses, 

sweaters, mittens, coats, hats, 

scarves, soup pot, coffee pot, etc.   

Missing 

something? 
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Again we want to celebrate that First Church has touched lives and ministries well beyond the walls of 

our beautiful church building. Below you will find a list of all the charitable giving we have accomplished 

in 2018. This is especially remarkable since there were a few months when we had income lower than 

expected (see the financial year end review in this newsletter). But it was important to the leadership of 

the church to not waiver in our commitment to reach out and help ministries and individuals around us. It 

is with great and humble joy, that we publish this 2018 charitable giving report to you… 

 

Golden Cross   $1,231 

Human Relations  $60 

Garrett Scholarship  $700 

Missionary   $3,580 

Senegal    $21,135 

One Great Hour of Sharing $116 

Peace with Justice  $62 

Student Day   $268 

Native American  $349 

 

 

 

UMCOR   $2,383 

Esther   $500 

Harbor House  $1,984 

Pillars   $1,819 

Habitat for Humanity $37,500 

Loaves & Fishes $4,048 

Salvation Army  $6,475 

Mission Trip donations $3,165 

Leaven   $1,200 

 

 

Community Clothes Closet       $200 

St Joes Food Pantry            $200 

LESI              $200 

Boys and Girls Club            $200 

COTS              $200 

Riverview Gardens            $200 

NAMI              $200 

B.A.B.E.S.      $200 

Total $88,175 

Connectional Ministries $67,250 

With connectional            $155,425 

Important Note: These numbers do not reflect all the in-kind giving that so many of you have provided. For example: 

almost every month our church gives food to St. Joe’s food bank – totaling 1000s of pounds each year; and every single 

month our Mission Ministry Team collects items through our Mission of the Month. 

Please also note that these numbers reflect our first installment for the Habitat for Humanity house that we built together 

last summer. Our second and final installment is due in August of 2019. 
 

Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give to the poor,  

and you will have treasure in heaven.”   

Thank you for the generous giving from each and every member in 2018!  

May we all know that we have helped others feel and see the presence of God working through us. 
 

 

 

                 

 

Can You Help Hold the Ladder?  Drivers Needed 
 

Congolese United Methodists use the FUMC Chapel for worship 

on Sunday afternoons, and our meeting rooms for LESI English 

classes on Saturday afternoons.   Many have no car.  New arrivals 

from Africa need time to arrange car pools and get used to public 

transportation in winter.  Last Saturday, two came to class 

wearing flip flops on bare feet, and another had been hospitalized 

for frost bite earlier in the week.  

 Would you partner with another driver to help an Appleton 

Congolese individual or family get to Saturday classes or to 

Sunday worship? Helping "hold the ladder" until spring would 

help our fellow Christians make it through the winter. For details 

please contact Tom Stenklyft, cell phone (920) 636-0525.       
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The Women’s Retreat was fabulous! 
 

First Church had 59 women who gathered at Pine Lake United Methodist Camp Friday, February 8th through 

Sunday, February 10th.  Even in the cold and snow, we enjoy the community and faith exploration that we that 

was provided.  We focused on: God’s Love and Seeking His Guidance.  God is truly our lighthouse, and we 

want to shine His light for all to see. 
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2017 LIBRARY GIFT TREE DONATIONS 

 

1. Symbols of the Christian Faith by Alva William 

Steffler 

  Donated by Jill Brooks in memory of her 

mother, Betty Last 

 

2. The Creation Story for Children  by Helen & David 

Haidle 

 Donated by Lilah G. Eick in memory of Cody 

Kersten 

 

3. The Jew Named Jesus  by Rebekah Simon-Peter 

         Donated in memory of Cody Kersten 

 

4. S.O.B.E.R.: A Story of Addiction Told By a Mother 

and Her Son  By Anita Devlin & Mike Devlin 

       Donated by Doris Peters in honor of all 

 recovered alcoholics 

 

5. The 10 Commandments : Words of Wisdom from 

the Bible  By Lois Rock 

         Donated in memory of Cody Kersten 

 

6. The Light of Christmas  by Richard Paul Evans 

 Donated by The Gretzinger Family in honor of Erin 

Gretzinger 

 

7. P Is for Pumpkin: God’s Harvest Alphabet  by 

Kathy-Jo Wargin 

 Donated by Lilah G. Eick in memory of James E. 

Eick 

 

8. The Next Place  by Warren Hanson 

   Donated by The Melzls 

 

9. The Friends of Jesus by Karen Kingsbury 

          Donated by Stephanie Malaney. 

 

10.  The Sphinx at Dawn by Madeleine L’Engle 

        Donated by Stephanie Malaney. 

 

11.  The Sunroom by Beverly Lewis 

       Donated by Stephanie Malaney 

 

12.   The Telling by Beverly Lewis 

       Donated by Stephanie Malaney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 LIBRARY GIFT TREE DONATIONS 

 

1.  DVD: Hermie: Milo the Mantis  Who Wouldn’t Pray 

  & The Legend of the Three Trees 

 Donated by Cynthia Searles 

 

2.  I’m Like You, You’re Like Me     By Cindy Gainer 

 Donated by Ruth Henschel 

 

3.  The Wonderful Gifts of Winter  By Dandi Daley  

 Mackall 

 Donated by Ruth Henschel 

 

4.  Mouse’s Christmas Gift     By Minday Baker       

 Donated by Stephanie Melaney 

 

5.  The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon by Alexander   

  McCall Smith 

 Donated by Stephanie Melaney 

 

6.  The Wonderful Gifts of Spring By Dandi Daley 

 Mackall                         

 Donated by Stephanie Melaney 

 

7.  Christmas from the Back Side: A Different Look At 

 the Story  of Jesus Birth  by Kallas J.  Ellsworth             

 Donated by Todd & Kathleen Kienbaum in memory 

 of Parents & Grandparents 

         

8.  The Crossroad by Beverly Lewis        

Donated by Jill Brooks in memory of her mother, 

Betty Last 

 

9.  Only a Star by Margery Facklam         

Donated by The Alberts  Family in honor of 

Children’s Happiness                                              

 

10. God Gave Us the World by Lisa Tawn Bergren                                   

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

11. The Secret by Beverly Lewis               

       Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

12. DVD: Hermie: To Share or Nut  To Share                                                 

       Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

13. We Can Get Along by Lauren Murphy Payne 

         Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 
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14. The Angry Dragon by Michael Gordon           

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

15. The Handsome Man’s Deluxe Café by Alexander  

 McCall Smith 

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

16. Holidays Around the World: Celebrate Chinese New 

 Year                                  

      Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

17. Because Emily Dared by Rachel Jones                

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

18. Grand-Loving: Making Memories with Your 

Grandchildren by Sue Johnson & Julie Carlson 

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

19. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party by Alexander 

McCall Smith 

Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

20. God Gave Us Love by Lisa Tawn Bergren 

      Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum                             

 

21. Stories Between the Testaments: Meeting the People 

of the Apocrypha by Marjorie Kimbrough 

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

22. Jonah’s Whale by Eileen Spinelli   

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

                                              

23. Whoever You Are by Mem Fox           

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum 

 

24. DVD: Kingdom Under the Sea (triple episode)    

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum                 

 

25. DVD: Hermie: I Can Be Kind To Everyone 

 Donated by Kirsten & Steve Slocum                                      

 

26. Before and After Christmas: Activities and Ideas for 

Advent and Epiphany by Debbie Tafton O’Neal 

  Donated by Stephanie Melaney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for all of your generous donations! 

Habitat hosts an event each year called Celebration of Partnership.  It’s their annual THANK YOU event to all of their 

supporters and to focus on the partnerships it took in the past year to make their mission a reality for local families in need. It 

is celebration of their partner families (home buyers), volunteers and community partners. One part of the program is to give 

out a few awards (6 total).  This year, one of those awards will be presented to OUR church!  It is one of the Community 

Partnership Awards.  We are so grateful to this group and our entire church for taking a leap of faith and committing to 

support this build with finances and volunteers. 
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Allison  

       Schottmuller 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We introduce you to Allison Schottmuller who was born 

and raised in Little Chute.  She graduated from Little 

Chute High School and attended UW-Stevens Point for a 

brief time. 

For the past 10 years, she has been self-employed with 

her home cleaning business called “Let Me Help You” 

(make your life easier).  Prior to that, she was an 

administrative assistant for a number of companies in 

Appleton that administrates retirement plans.   

Her hobbies include reading, meditating, watching a 

good movie, and spending time with family and friends.  

She really enjoys being with her nieces and nephews. 

Her parents (see next column) joined first Church in 

1987 when she was in 4th grade.  She was confirmed 

here, was involved in the junior and senior high youth 

groups, sang with the Sunshine Singers and Revelations 

Choir, and went on several youth work camps.  She also 

taught a two-year-old Sunday school class.  She is 

currently a volunteer at the Welcome Desk. 

Allison enjoys spending weekends at her family’s cottage 

in Sturgeon Bay.  Anyone want to contact her so she can 

“make your life easier”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You have read Allison’s bio; now let us introduce you to 

her parents, Nancy a/k/a Birdie and Bob Schottmuller.  

Birdie was born and raised in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 

graduating from Lincoln High School.  She attended UW-

Stout majoring in Fashion Merchandising/Journalism.  She 

has worked as a paraprofessional art teacher at Little 

Chute Elementary School; a human resources trainer at 

Marshall Fields, and last worked at Target in guest 

services. 

Bob was born and raised in Newport, Minnesota, 

graduating from Park High School in St. Paul Park, 

Minnesota and attended and graduated from UW-Stout 

majoring in Industrial Arts Education.  He retired from 

teaching at Little Chute High School – his specialty being 

woodworking and building construction. 

They have three children, Shelley (lives in Muskego), Sara 

(lives in Hortonville) and Allison (lives in Appleton).  

They have four grandchildren:  Don, Steven, Easter and 

Sydney. 

Bob likes to do woodworking and is a volunteer instructor 

in boat building at the Maritime Museum in Sturgeon Bay.  

Birdie likes to decorate and socializing (a/k/a talking).  

(That is what she wrote!).  At First Church, Birdie is 

involved in the Befriender Ministry.  Bob sings in the 

Sanctuary Choir and is a member of the Volunteers in 

Mission (VIM). 

They have been married 50 years – met and married in 

college.  They have visited 48 states and are attempting to 

visit the two remaining states – New Mexico and 

Delaware.  They love spending time at the family cottage 

that Bob rebuilt and Birdie decorated. 

They went church shopping to find a better fit for their 

family when their oldest daughter was starting her senior 

year.  The “shopping” ended right away since First Church 

was their first stop.  Birdie writes that it has been their best 

decision.  We agree! 

 

Bob & Birdie  

 Schottmuller 

 

From Left:  Sydney, Klay, Sara, Easter, Allison, Birdie, Bob, Don, Paul, 

Shelley, and Steven. (Grandchildren Sydney, Easter, Don, and Steven; 

Daughters Sara, Allison, and Shelley; Sons-in-law Klay and Paul) 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
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What’s for dinner? 
 

 

   March  6 - Mini Meat Loaves 

   March  13 -  Corned Beef & Sauerkraut 

   March  20 -  Ginger Lime Chicken 

   March  27 -   Pulled Pork Sandwiches 

 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 

 

 

 

mailto:zookeeper5us@yahoo.com
mailto:Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
mailto:Mwegenast@appfumc.org
mailto:LWhitford@appfumc.org
mailto:DLFarina71@hotmail.com
mailto:Bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:Bbutler@appfumc.org
mailto:Lkorth8285@att.net
mailto:nja9553@gmail.com
mailto:pjuhaz@gmail.com
mailto:danny.schierl@gmail.com
mailto:Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
mailto:sallye.alvarado@gmail.com
mailto:cswessley@yahoo.com
mailto:TomW@appfumc.org
mailto:LHalley@appfumc.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
mailto:Molly@appfumc.org
http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/

