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Luke 4:16-21 

 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his 

custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 

the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

 Like an architect drawing a blueprint of a house, before creating the universe, the trinity 

God discussed how they would make the world—imagining the world and living beings 

there. The trinity God was especially thrilled about the creation of human beings. One of 

the trinity said, "Let's make human beings in our image. "Let's share our joy of love, and 

let them expand in eternity with us." Another one of the trinity said, "Great! However, to 

love and be loved, they need the free will that we have." "Let's give them free will that 

can say yes and no to our love." One trinity said that "what if humans reject our love? 

There are surely great possibilities to deviate from our plan. It will cause them great 

suffering, pain, and death. Isn't it too dangerous? It will ruin them eternally!" Another one 

of trinity said, "I will pay the cost. I will give my life for them; I will bring them back to 

us with my sacrificial love." 

If God didn't give us free will, Jesus didn't need to die on the Cross. A loving relationship 

is only possible by free will. Although God knew that it would cost everything of God, still, God wanted to give humans a 

free choice for love with God. It is an imaginary conversation about the creation based on several scriptures of the Bible. I 

want to quote1 Peter 1:20;" Jesus was the Lamb foreordained before the foundation of the world." 

Humans fell at the very beginning of history. They were expelled from paradise. As a result, we all lost all the original 

beauty, joy, peace, power, and extraordinary senses God gave. We lost the fountain of life. Instead, we found sadness, 

fear, anxiety, restlessness, and hatred in the land of Nod, which means exile. Graciously, God provided a way of 

communication through the sacrificial system. It was to remove the deep chasm between the holiness of God and sinful 

humans.  

The Bible says that the holiness of God is a consuming fire. All the unholy things are destroyed and consumed by the 

holiness. It was a system to protect the fallen humans in front of the holy God. It was to make a human being righteous for 

a short moment. Humans had to bring an animal before God. The person put a hand on the animal, a priest prayed for him, 

and let the sin transfer into the animal. And the priest killed the animal in front of the person, in the moment, You become 

righteous for a moment. Then you are able to stand before God thanks to the sacrifice of the animal. You have to do it 

every time you come to God.  

Leviticus 17:11 says, "For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement 

for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.” (Atonement = reconciliation between God and 

humans through a sacrifice)  

It was an imperfect way to handle our sin until Jesus came. Jesus became a lamb, Jesus died on the cross. Our sins are 

transferred to Jesus. Jesus' sacrifice fulfilled the purpose of the entire sacrificial system and ended it once and for all. 

Now, we have belief in Jesus instead of a sacrificial animal. 

What did happen when Jesus died on the Cross? Romans 6:4 says, "Sharing in his death by our baptism means that we 

were co-buried with him so that when the Father's glory raised Christ from the dead, we were also raised with him. We 

have been co-resurrected with him so that we could be empowered to walk in the freshness of new life." (Passion 

translation)  

 

God decided the sinful old man to remove. Through baptism, it is buried with Jesus. With the resurrection, our new man 

resurrected as a born-again person. Through baptism, our old nature removed, a holy man is born in union with Jesus 

Christ. And God sees Jesus' perfect righteousness in us because Jesus' righteousness covers us. A new man is alive with a 

new soul, a new spirit, a new heart. You all are new humans! Still, you have sin habits. Sin habit of the old man is like a 

shadow. It is powerless. It can be removed not with great difficulty through guidance, protection, empowerment of the 

Holy Spirit. Here is a concrete way how to do it. 

Roman 6:11 says that "Since you are now joined with him, you must continually view yourselves as dead and 

unresponsive to sin's appeal while living daily for God's pleasure in union with Jesus, the anointed one."  

 



 

Evangelical tradition focuses on personal sin habits for spiritual maturity and tries to remove it by the help of the Holy 

Spirit. It is a hard way to remove the sin habits that still left in us. Because when you focus on sin habits, you empower it. 

It takes you. It is how it works in our minds. So, Bible Says, view yourselves as dead and unresponsive to the sin’s appeal 

in you. It means that think that sin cannot work in the dead man. It means do not focus on the shadow of sin, instead fill 

your mind and heart with the antidote of that shadow; peace. Then the peace will be empowered in your soul, and you can 

quickly come out of the shadow.  

It works well. You are in union with Jesus; you are freed. Consider yourself like that old-man who died. Shadow has no 

power in you. It is how you are genuinely freed and transformed like little Jesus. In union with Jesus, it is very helpful that 

there is only absolute positivity. It is so restful!  

If you have a habit of anger, what you can do is apologize to the person, say you are sorry to God, and request God, "Give 

me another opportunity to test myself, to show myself improved." And God is joyful, and gives you another opportunity 

to it work out until you conquer the shadow in you more and more. Holy Spirit goes with you and empowers you.  

Again, If you have a habit of anxiety and don’t try to remove it by focusing on that habit. When you focus, it is 

empowered. Instead, fill your heart with the peace of God by inviting His presence. When peace rules your heart, anxiety 

disappears naturally from your heart. It is like when light shine, then darkness disappears. St Augustin said, “Think that 

whenever an old habit comes, think you are missing something good and fill the need in Jesus.” You get to be freed from 

the old habits haunting you through this process.  

While you go through this process, remember that God knows our weakness. When we fall on the way toward God, there 

is instead joy, love, protection, and God's hands will raise you immediately. You can expect another chance not to fall 

again.  

 

 Imagine a baby was born, and the baby started to walk. The baby is not alone. 

The mother and father are with the baby. I have a question here. When the baby 

walks one step and falls, is there any blame and punishment? Not at all! There is 

a joy! "Oh! My baby walked one step!" The mom and dad will lift the child 

immediately with great joy and embrace their child smothering the child with 

kisses. And the parents know that the child will walk very soon freely. 

 How much more will God have joy for our freedom to walk and run as a child of 

God? Imagine how God deals with our falling and standing again. Whenever you 

fall, listen to the voice of God, "I am very sure that you will walk well and run 

speedily! I am sure, and I am very sure! You will be wise; you will be free. You will be my wise, strong and fearless, 

powerful son and daughter!" Love of God makes you free!  

There was a man whose name was Ron. He was a singer, who lost his voice. His relationship 

with his wife broke; he was in a sinful life's habit. He hated his life. He hated himself and life. In 

the worship service, he entered the profound worshipful moment. He raised his hands; then, he 

was on his knees and his face. He entered the presence of God. He felt heaviness on his back. He 

felt a man on his back, and he listened to a voice whispering into his right ears. He said, “The 

voice was repeating over and over and over again. "I just love you so much. I just love you so 

much. I just love you so much. The arms were around me. It felt like the warmest blanket, so 

comforting. I wanted to experience it forever. It was Jesus.”  

He never embraced the reality of Jesus before that moment. He thought that he was just a bad 

guy. Do you think that you are a terrible person? It was the first time to understand the depth of 

God's love for him. And He was freed from the sinful habit. With the lost hoarse voice, he sang a 

beautiful song for love with deep, deep gratitude.   

 

You've stolen my heart; yes, you have! 

You've stolen my heart; yes, you have! 

You've wiped away the stains, 

You broke away the chains, yes you have! 

 

Every tree and every stone, every rushing wind that moans. 

They sing your praise, my God, they sing your praise 

With your love, you set me free, 

Three nails gave me liberty. 

So I'll sing your praise, my God, I will sing your praise. 

 

You've stolen my heart; yes, you have! 

You've stolen my heart. 

 


