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Sermon 03-9/10-19 

“Trash and Beauty” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 15:11-32 
11 Then Jesus[a] said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 

them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there 

he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took 

place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of 

the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled 

himself with[b] the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to 

himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 

dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 

hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son.’[c] 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began 

to celebrate. 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he 

became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered 

his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 

killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father[d] said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 

is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

 

1) Trash and Beauty – A Skit 
Markus with clean-up cart:  
Look at all of this trash, it’s awful. There’s another piece. Why do people just have to produce so 

much trash – do they have no sense of decency? Look at all that trash. And there, another one, 

aww, it stinks. Can you believe it, who would throw away something like that? 

 

Liz:  

Hey Markus, what’s wrong, why are you so upset? 

 

Markus:  

Upset, why am I upset? I tell you why I’m upset: look at all of this trash. It’s all over 

the place, even here…and there, and…did you see that? Even there someone trashed… 

 

Liz:  

Markus you are really getting hyped up about this. 

 

Markus:  

Hyped up? You bet I’m hyped up, look at all this trash, this ugly, stinky, eye-

offending, littering,… 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25592a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25597b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25602c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25612d
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Liz:  

Markus! Markus! Markus stop. Can you just stop for a minute and stop focusing on 

the trash. Look at all these beautiful people here instead? Look at them, they are all 

over the place and they are the reason we are here in the first place.  

 

Markus:  

What? People, oh yeah, I guess but the trash, the trash Liz… 

 

Liz:  

Stop it, check out the stained glass window, and the bell choir up there, and this 

beautifully decorated altar. Look at the beauty that is all around you - all the time. 

 

Markus:  

Yeah, I see that but… 

 

Liz:  

Markus, you have to quit focusing on the trash and remember what you keep this 

place clean for: there is beautiful things happening and beautiful people. 

 

Markus: But they do produce trash… 

 

Liz:  

O Markus quit it. You know you just drive yourself crazy if you keep focusing on 

the trash – there isn’t even that much. Look at the beauty. 

 

Markus:  

I guess you’re right. Can you take my cart then so I can preach my sermon? 

 

Liz:  

I’d be happy to. I’ll park it right here – I’m sure people will be ok with it. 

 

Markus:  

Ok, thank you Liz… “Don’t focus on the trash, focus on the people…” 

 

2) The older brother… 
You really are beautiful people!  

Do you see how our opening skit relates to the passage from scripture we’ve just heard? 

 

A younger brother quits his family, he squanders all the money they gave him, he 

hits rock bottom and finally returns home. The Dad welcomes his prodigal son in 

the most extravagant, lavish and loving way imaginable. 

But the older brother, the one that didn’t run away and faithfully stayed with 

the family – he just can’t get excited. He is angry and yells at his dad:  
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‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed you…; yet you have never given me [anything…]. 30 But when this son of yours 

came back, who [wasted your property you throw him the biggest party]!’ 

 

The older son can’t see the beauty around him anymore – all he can see is the negative!  

 

A New Testament scholar once compared this situation with that of a park ranger 

who can’t see the beauty of the park anymore and instead only complaints about 

people trashing it.  

 

That’s what the older son is seeing: Trash! Trash regarding the relationship with 

his dad, trash regarding the relationship with his younger brother, trash regarding 

his own duties around the family business. 

 

The dad sets him strait, he says:  
Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 

 

But we don’t find out if that convinces his older son see how good he has it and 

how necessary it was to celebrate the return of his younger son. 

 

Can you relate? Can you see yourself in the older brother? Are there situations in 

your life when you can’t see the beauty and the good things in your life anymore 

because you are so distracted by the trash and (seeming) injustices around you? 

 

What can you do to re-appreciate what you have? I believe the story is open ended 

because Jesus invites you to put yourself into the situation of the older brother. 

What do you hear God says to you? Do you hear: 
Son [daughter, child], you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours? 

 

I believe God wants you to hear this… 

 

 

3) The good father 
And I believe God wants you to hear what Jesus explains to us about his heavenly 

father: Look at the image of God that Jesus casts. It is remarkable.  

 

Obviously, the father in the story, is representing the character of God. In this 

parable, when the prodigal son returns, the father behaves so unlike anything a 

father in the Middle Eastern culture of Jesus’ time would do:  

He runs toward his younger son who almost ruined the family business by 

demanding his inheritance early. He gives him gifts, fully reinstates him and 

throws him a party. 

 

This father behaves more like a Jewish mama than a Middle Eastern patriarch! 
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And that is God!  

How does it make you feel that Jesus describes God as someone who runs 

toward you when you return?! 

 

Sometimes we think that God is bothered when we crawl back to him after we 

messed up. We think God will say: “Ah, now look at who’s coming back, didn’t I 

tell you so?!” 

But according to Jesus that’s not God – our God runs toward us when we 

repent, when we seek and long for forgiveness.  

 

This story should be called “the loving father” rather than the prodigal son, 

because it’s all about describing the love of God to us.  

 

This season of Lent is designed for you to experience God like this. If you haven’t 

felt in a while how much God loves you and how much he invites you to see the 

beauty you have in your life and your relationship with him – do it like that 

prodigal son. Come back to God and experience how he runs toward you.  

 

Feel the love of your God anew…that’s what we are invited to. 

 

 

3) The good Christian 
But we’re also invited to find a challenge. Are you up for it? 

It’s actually just one simple question I have for you that will unpack it: 

 

When someone will come back to you and asks for forgiveness, will you act 

like God and run toward him/her? Will you? 

 

Forgiveness is our theme this Lent. We receive forgiveness from God and it 

reintroduces us to the beauty of life. And we are asked to grant forgiveness to 

others. There’s beauty in that too… (Go to cart) 

There will always be distractions – trash is everywhere that keeps you from 

seeing the beauty of your faith. Go for the beauty, go for God, go and find anew 

his great forgiving love.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

Afterword: The younger son in the story today explicitly repented and asked for forgiveness. 

Do you also have to forgive someone when he doesn’t repent? Has forgiveness limits? When 

should we not forgive? When does God not forgive? These are questions that Pastor Liz, I and 

the Wednesday night preachers are going to tackle with you. I’m excited about it… 


