
Page 1 of 4 
 

Sermon 02-29/03-01-2020 

“I love to tell the story” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 

Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[c] the Son of the living 

God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[d] and on 

this rock[e] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 

the disciples not to tell anyone that he was[f] the Messiah.[g] 

 

1) 

“Jesus sternly ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah…” 

How do you make a case for Christ, if that Christ tells you not to tell 

anyone?! 

 

Obviously things changed over time – after his death and resurrection, Jesus tells 

his disciples to go and tell people about him. It’s a task that the young church took 

to heart. The people of the church went into all the world and told everyone, rich 

and poor, strong and weak, good and bad that Jesus was and is the Christ, the son 

of God who came to be good news for all. 

The people of the church love to tell the story of Jesus. Good things are 

happening when the Good News is shared… 

 

 Sing UMH 156,1 – “I love to tell the story”  

 

Unfortunately, not all of the attempts to tell the good, good story went over so 

well. There were cases throughout the history of God’s people in which the sword 

and later guns and canons became part of the telling strategy.  

There are horrible stories out there about how the Good News of Christ has 

been taken captive by oppressive regimes that used it as a pretext to institutionalize 

injustices and oppression.  

 

Today, we, you and I, inherit the world that generations before us shaped. Some of 

us are so embarrassed about the wrong ways Christ’s story has been told, that we 

are even hesitant finding our own good way of telling the story.  

We don’t want to harm one more person. And so many of us find ourselves 

in a state of not knowing how to tell the story anymore – or worse: we have trouble 

finding passion/love in telling it. And when we don’t tell it, we don’t experience 

the power that comes from it and we wonder: is the story even true? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23691d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23691e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23693f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23693g
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2) 

How do you make a case for Christ in a time when telling the story is hard and 

doubts in the story are prevalent? 

In the 1990s Lee Strobel (LS) was a reporter at the Chicago Tribune. He was 

married to a lovely wife who started going to church. He himself was an atheist 

and so he was challenged by his wife’s newfound faith. Being an investigative 

journalist who had brought to light some very remarkable cases, he once joined his 

wife to a church service. He wanted to make a case for the futility of the Christian 

faith, but… long story short, his research project turned into a case for Christ. 

 

LS went on a journey, speaking to dozens of scholars about historical evidence and 

reliability regarding the person of Jesus of Nazareth – and the outcome of the 

journey was that he became a committed follower of the person he tried to disprove. 

 

What LS experienced was a lesson that scripture itself teaches us. In Jeremiah 

29:13 God says: “If you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me.” 

 

Lee predominantly used his head and the journalistic skills that he had to seek God, 

but it was his heart that ended up opening up for God. 

This Lenten season you and I are invited too to seek God also with all our 

mind and with all our heart. We are invited to make our own case for Christ, based 

on our life experience and our social contexts. The things that convinced Lee 

Strobel may not convince you – the strategies he employed may not be the ones 

that work for you – but God is writing his own story with you. 

 

Jesus himself asks us to do so. In today’s scripture reading we hear him ask his 

disciples two questions: “Who do people say that I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?” 

 

It’s so interesting: Jesus’ disciples thought they can make a case for Christ by 

answering his first question. They tell him what others say about him. 

Don’t get me wrong: It’s a good thing to know what others say about Jesus. 

It enriches our own understanding when we know what friends, family members, 

or Sunday school teachers say about Jesus. 

 

What truly counts, however, is Jesus’ second question: What about you? Who do 

you say that I am? How do you make a case for me? 

For this we have to make our own personal experiences with him. In our 

Lenten study we will find smart scholars who can make prolific cases for Christ. 

It’s good to hear them, it’s good to know that historical evidence for Christ is 

strong and stands the test against all sorts of criticism. 

But at the end of the day: all our cases have to be encased in personal 

experience. That is what makes us love to tell the story… 

 

 Sing UMH 156,2 – “I love to tell the story” 
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3) 

Making a case for Christ is not the most typical exercise for many of us. I can’t tell 

you how many times I’ve heard it said: “Believing transcends the realm of 

knowing and physical evidence.” Our faith is faith based (duh!) – Not science 

based! 

 

But it is never a wrong thing to ask questions: 

- Where does my faith come from? 

- Did the Bible fall from heaven? 

- Are the stories of Jesus true according to what we deem historical truth?  
When we read a book about Gaius Julius Caesar we want to trust that the information is 

true – that he actually lived and wasn’t just the propaganda phantasy of the Roman 

people. If I get to ask whether Caesar was true, why would I not want to have the same 

standard for Jesus? 

 

You’ve probably heard it before: There are tons of resources out there that make a 

case for the unreliability of historically accurate information about Jesus. Some 

scholars argue that much of what we know of Jesus is shrouded in legend, copying 

errors, exaggerations and so on.  

 

There is nothing wrong with critically dissecting what we know or believe. The 

problem that I personally see is when something very odd happens: Sometimes we 

give the benefit of the doubt to all that is critical of Jesus and not to that which is 

affirmative. Would you agree with that? Please think about it! 

I’m not saying we should be ignorant of criticism – but I wonder why we so 

often seem to capitulate. What’s wrong with being as critical about Jesus-criticism 

as Jesus-criticism is critical about Jesus?! 

Sometimes we feel that if we want to be open minded and science-based we have to 

elevate everything that is critical of Jesus to the new authority of our lives! Why?  

 

Why not continue to be open minded and science based by being curious about the 

validity of the criticism? Why not wonder: “How is it that the old, old story that is 

supposed to not be true has proven true in the lives of so many?” 

 

Why not search for the ways in which scholars go into another direction and make 

a case for the accuracy of our faith foundations through archeology, linguistic 

analysis, or text criticism?  

 

Why won’t we let all of this enrich our faith? 

 

That is what we are invited to do this Lenten season and I hope it will be a 

beneficially spiritual, emotional and intellectual journey for you. And what I hope 

even more is that it inspires all of us to find new authentic ways to tell the story. 

 

 Sing UMH 156,3 – “I love to tell the story” 
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To sing your own story of Jesus you want and need more than rational proof. 

Please don’t think the purpose of our Lenten journey is to proof faith to you – it’s 

about enrichment. 

It’s not to give you weapons of argumentation so you can beat it over your agnostic 

family member’s head – that has nothing to do with living the love of Christ and 

with loving to tell the story.  

 

When it comes to faith we are invited to be holistic: Acknowledge all the rational 

arguments that make a case for Christ AND claim all the arguments that only exist 

in our heart, soul and the way we act with our neighbor. 

 

I think there is so much hope in our day and age for re-claiming the good old story. 

We live in a very science-based society, right? It is typically the members of this 

scientific and academic community that are the most ready to admit that there are 

things about the ways we understand the world that transcend mere scientific 

methods.  

 

O how I look forward to this Lenten journey, the things we learn and the things 

Christ has in store for us to experience. May we deepen our faith, our love for 

Christ, and our love for our neighbor. Amen.  


