
 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on the cross; I raised you from death and prepared for you the 

tree of life, but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I grafted you into my people Israel, but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have made a cross for 

your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I was hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me,  

naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have made a cross for your 

Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

*HYMN “Lamb of God”  TFWS 2113 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 Pastor:  Go in peace. May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a 

  cross, keep you and strengthen you this day and for ever.  

 Congregation: Amen.  

  

*DISMISSAL  

 

 

 

  

 

We Leave in Silence. 

Thank you for coming this day to help us reflect on Jesus’ final hours.  

As we wait for the joy of Easter, may we ponder the mystery 

of the great affirmation of our faith:  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

 

 

 

 

 Please give an offering as you leave. 

100% of our Good Friday offerings will go to 

Church World Service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY ECUMENICAL WORSHIP 
 

April 15, 2022                                                                                 Noon  
*Indicates to stand in body or in spirit 

 

PRELUDE “Behold, The Lamb of God”  James Mansfield 

Kathy Orth, organist 

WELCOME 

 

*HYMN “To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord”  UMH 285 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Rev. Dr. Mike Goodwin 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Beloved people of God, as Jesus stretched out his arms on the cross to offer life and salvation to all, let us pray for 

the world that God loves so much. Let us pray for the church throughout the world. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit, guide the 

church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good 

news of salvation in Christ to all people.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Let us pray for this presbytery and congregation. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold pastors and other 

leaders; keep them in health and safety for the good of the church. Help each us of to do faithfully the work to 

which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church with new members. Increase the faith and understanding  

of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children. Keep them in the faith and communion of your 

holy church. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for people of other faiths. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different names.  

Bring an end to interreligious strife, and make us more faithful in our witness to the love made known to us in your 

Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for those who cannot believe. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long to know you and find peace in you. 

Grant that all may recognize signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly 

acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for God’s creation. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold this world in the arms of your care,  

heal the damage we have done, and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Let us pray for the leaders and people of all nations. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and the oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to 

those in authority so that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your 

creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for all who suffer or are in need. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost heart. Hear the 

prayers of all who call on you in any trouble that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen. UCC, ELW 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory for ever. Amen. 



ANTHEM “Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs”  Karl Heinrich Graun 

Ecumenical Choir 

 

SCRIPTURE READING (Judas & Peter) John 18:1-12 
 

1After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there 

was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus 

often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 

was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5 They answered, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them,  

“I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they 

said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” 
9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” 10Then 

Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was 

Malchus. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has 

given me?” 12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 

 

REFLECTION Rev. Markus Wegenast 

  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   

 God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  TFWS 2112 

v. 1 

SCRIPTURE READING (High Priest Caiaphas) John 18:13-14, 19-24 
 

13 First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the 

one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. 
19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus answered, “I have spoken 

openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have 

said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” 
22 When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer 

the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why 

do you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

  

REFLECTION Rev. Dr. Steve Savides 

  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   

 God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  TFWS 2112 

v. 1 

SCRIPTURE READING (Pilate) John 18:28, 19:1-12 
 

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did not 

enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 
 

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and 

they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him 

on the face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find 

no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 

“Here is the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate 

said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We 

have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 Now when 

Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you 

from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 

know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no 

power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 

greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no 

friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 
 

REFLECTION Rev. Ben Morris 

  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   

 God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  TFWS 2112 

v. 2 

SCRIPTURE READING John 19:16-18 
 

16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went 

out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and 

with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   

 God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

HYMN “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  TFWS 2112 

v. 3 

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

100% of our Good Friday offerings will go to 

Church World Service. Please make checks payable to FUMC Appleton. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

Merciful God, your generosity persists, even when your servants are undeserving. Teach us the way of 

emptying ourselves, that we might be full of your spirit’s abundant life. Bless our gifts as a witness to a world 

indifferent to suffering and callous toward those in need. Have mercy, O Lord, we pray. Amen.♪ 

 

PRAYER OF REPROACH 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me! I led you out of slavery into freedom, 

and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have made a cross for your Savior. Holy God,  Your  

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Forty years I led you 

through the desert, delivering you from Pharaoh’s oppression, feeding you with manna on the way; I saved you from 

the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have made a cross for your Savior.  

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; I guided you by the 

light of the Holy Spirit, but you have made a cross for your Savior.  

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth the bitter fruits of racism, sexism, xenophobia, and 

homophobia. I made you branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength.  

 

I poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and gave you the 

new covenant in my blood, but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal 

life, but you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I struck down your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed; I gave you my peace, but you draw the sword in my 

name, and you have made a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, Your weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

I opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side with a spear; I washed your feet as a 

sign of my love, but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS: 

 

Rev. Ben Morris 

Emmanuel United Methodist Church 

http://www.emmanuel-umc.org/  

St. James United Methodist Church 

https://www.umcsj.org  

 

Rev. Dr. Steve Savides 

Rev. Laurie Lyter-Bright 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

https://www.firstcongoappleton.org 

 

Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon 

First United Methodist Church Appleton 

https://appfumc.org  

 

Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy 

Ali Peters, Assistant Minister 

Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

https://fvuuf.org  

 

Rev. Dr. Linda Morgan-Clement 

Julie Esch Hurvis, Dean of Spiritual and Religious Life 

Lawrence University 

 

Greg Braatz, Commissioned Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Michael Goodwin 

Memorial Presbyterian Church 

https://www.mpcappleton.org  

 

 

ECUMENICAL CHOIR: 

Choirs of the participating churches 

Kathy Orth, Principal Organist 

Dr. Matthew Harden, Director of Music and Worship Ministries 

First United Methodist Church Appleton 

 

 

USHERS: 

Bob & Jane Steffen 

Dennis & Mary Ann Wepfer 

 

WELCOME DESK: 

Cynthia Whitely 

 
 

Please join any of the congregations represented today for Easter Worship services.  

Worship Schedules can be found on each church’s website.  

 

 

 WE OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

WELCOME YOU! 
 

 

This is God’s house and together with you we are all guests here. 
 

If you are new to First Church please stop by the Welcome Desk for helpful information and a 

small gift (located on the first floor).  
 

Please REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE by using your smartphone Click on the QR Code and 

submit your information 

or go to our website appfumc.org/register your attendance. 
 

  
 

NURSERY is available (unstaffed) in room 220. The church library (in the front of the church and 

through the door to your right) is always available for a “cry room.”   

There is a Live Broadcast TV on the wall so that you may watch the worship service. 
 

HEARING DEVICES are available from the Ushers.  

Hearing Loops are installed in the Sanctuary, Chapel,  

and Asbury Lounge. 
 

SERVICES AND SERMONS are available for you to view,  

listen to and/or share.  

Past sermons are in the brochure rack near the Welcome Desk and also on our church web page, 

www.appfumc.org/sermons. 

        Recent worship services can be found by going to our website 

https://appfumc.org/httpsappfumcorgworshipservices 

where you can choose YouTube or Vimeo.  
 

LIKE us on FACEBOOK!  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF APPLETON 

 
APRIL PANDEMIC PROTOCOL 

•           Mask wearing in worship is encouraged but not mandatory. 

•           Social distancing from small children and vulnerable people is encouraged. 

•           All sanctuary services will continue to be livestreamed on our YouTube  

  channel. 

•           Groups make their own decisions regarding mask wearing and spacing. 
 

http://www.emmanuel-umc.org/
https://www.umcsj.org/
https://www.firstcongoappleton.org/
https://appfumc.org/
https://fvuuf.org/
https://www.mpcappleton.org/
http://www.appfumc.org/sermons
https://appfumc.org/httpsappfumcorgworshipservices
https://appfumc.org/register_attendance
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
https://vimeo.com/user29035056
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw

