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Hello friends! 

  

God came to us as a baby! Heaven and earth rejoiced for the things God 

has done for us! This year, we want to join the Joy of God celebrating 

Jesus’ birthday.  

  

The Joy from Jesus is not about what we can imagine in our minds. It is 

not related to our life situations or circumstances. This Joy is the one that 

lets us be in wonder and awe. It exists amid our life circumstances and is 

waiting for you and me. Joy was with us and is with us - Joy is 

Immanuel, Jesus, God is with us!  

  

The Joy is there where there is hope… Joy is there where there is love… 

Joy is there where there is peace. We might feel this Joy is like a gentle 

and beautiful melody loaded with peace, hope, and love. We might have 

a moment when Joy is elusive; still, Joy is there holding us.  

  

The preparation of Advent Devotionals allowed me to connect to the 

heart of our church family a little more. I opened every story with great 

anticipation and excitement, and all of the stories were very touching, 

loving, and humbling! I want to thank everyone who wrote the 

devotionals with heart and spirit! Thank you all for your faithful 

Christmas gift for the church family!  

  

Grace and Joy, 

  

 

 

Pastor Markus Wegenast  and  Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

  

   

 

 

  



  

 

 

  



  

 

Peaceful Joy 

  November 28, 2021 

  Pastor Markus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The angel said, ‘don’t be afraid! 

 Look! I bring good news to you…’”  

Luke 2:10a 

 

The physical appearance of God in human life is typically accompanied by fear. 

Whether it is thru angels, a burning bush, a cloud, or pillars – the most common 

response of a human being is fear. God’s word transforms our fear into reverent 

fear. Instead of being afraid of God we are invited to fear God which is something 

entirely different. This is because God is full of love and is the bringer and 

sustainer of good news, not bad news. I don’t know about you, but many segments 

of the news that I watch or listen to I’d consider bad news. Not so when I watch 

God unfold in my life – not so when I hear God speak into my life. Sure, his 

message can be uncomfortable at times, but even then it is meant to accomplish 

good in my life. Now that is a reason to have great joy and peace! Isn’t it? 

 

Dear God, thank you for your good news in Jesus Christ. Thank you for bringing 

me great joy and peace in hearing the news that changes everything. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

       Peaceful Joy 

 November 29, 2021 

  Dick Ruhsam 

 

 
 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they shall be called children of God.   

Mathew 5:9 

 

When I was in confirmation class many decades ago, we needed to memorize a 

verse or section of the Bible and recite it on Confirmation Sunday. I always was 

partial to the beatitudes. They were easy to memorize and straight to the point. I 

learned later in life I was right about the “easy to memorize” but many of the 

meanings were much different from what I had thought.   

“Blessed are the peacemakers”. Seems straightforward enough. War is not a 

good thing so go and make peace. Seemed like a good job for the world’s 

governments since they were primarily responsible for creating many of the wars 

in the first place. Many years later I learned Jesus may have been asking for 

something much different in this verse. Not that ending wars was bad, but Jesus 

likely was referring to individuals who helped others reconcile with God. 

Bringing individuals either to God or back to God seems challenging, but there 

is even more to the verse.  

It would be very difficult for any of us to serve as a peacemaker and help others 

reconcile with God if first, we have not done so ourselves, and second, if we have 

not reconciled with others. In my lifetime, with the possible exception of the late 

1960’s, this may be the most divisive time in our nation’s history. Not only do 

individuals not agree on many important issues, but even worse, they are 

unwilling to try to work out their differences for the benefit of society. As 

peacemakers, what can we do to help reconcile with others? Can we find a way 

to have meaningful conversations that involve sharing our views, listening to the 

views of others, and finding some common ground where we can begin to 

reconcile?  It is not easy, but if we want to be peacemakers and be called children 

of God, then we need to step forward and help bring people together rather than 

apart.    

The course of action seems clear. We can either ignore the warning of Galatians 

5:15 “If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another.” Or, we can follow the guidance from Romans 12:18, 

“If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all”. And might 

I add – be a peacemaker. 



  

 

 

 Peaceful Joy 

  November 30, 2021 

  April Hayes 

 

 

 

 
 

Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 

1 Peter 5:7 

 

Anxiety is a part of life and some days I let it get the better of me, unfortunately. 

Different situations bring out anxious feelings in me. In fact, it often seems to 

be my body’s “go to” emotion. If I’m driving somewhere new, I feel anxious. 

When I have a big life-decision to make, anxiety steps in to “help.” When I’m 

stressed, don’t get enough sleep, or look at my long to-do list, anxiety is there, 

lurking in the pit of my stomach to make life that much more uncomfortable. 

Sometimes, for seemingly no reason at all, I feel unsettled and get that feeling 

in my chest that means anxiety is creeping in. 

I use different methods to help subdue anxiety: I listen to different styles of 

soothing music, exercise or stretch to work through the feeling, or get a big hug 

from a family member to calm my heart. These things help, but there’s only one 

thing I’ve found that brings me complete peace, and that’s spending time with 

God and asking Him for help. Sometimes it’s a simple one word prayer as I go 

about my day. Sometimes it’s a longer time I’ve carved out to spend with my 

Lord. Truly realizing He’s got me and every situation in His loving hands is a 

powerful realization. He calms my body’s anxiety, soothes my heart, and brings 

joy to my soul when I take the time to talk to Him and read His Word. When I 

think about the fact that My Heavenly Father will always love me more deeply 

than my human brain can ever understand, I am filled with the most perfect, 

peaceful joy that has ever existed. THAT is what my God gives me… but I only 

realize it when I take the time to be fully present and aware of His wonderful 

gift of perfect, peaceful joy. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

You are my amazing and wonderful King of Kings. Thank You for loving me 

with Your perfect love. Thank You also for calming my fears and anxiety and 

filling my heart and soul with a beautiful, peace-filled joy that only You can 

give. I know You will always love me and be watching over me. I am forever 

grateful for Your love and grace. 

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 



  

 

 

 Peaceful Joy 

       December 1, 2021 

  Bob Butler 

 

 

 
 

 “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Esv.) 

Philippians 4:7 

 

During this season of Advent, one of the major themes we hear talked about, 

discussed, and hoped for is peace.  At the time of the birth of Jesus, people were 

looking for a Savior to come and rescue them from the turmoil of the world and 

bring peace.  We find ourselves in a similar situation today.  We live in a world 

seemingly not at peace. It is during these days that we often hear references to 

“Peace on Earth; Good Will to Men,” but we do not see or experience much of 

that peace or good will. 

From the time of The Fall in the Garden of Eden, peace between humankind 

and God has been broken.  Humans have been in conflict with God from that 

time forward. When the word peace is used in Scripture, it can refer to one of 

two things: “peace with God,” and the “peace of God.”  Before we can 

experience the peace of God, we must have peace with God.  Once we make 

peace with God by putting our faith and trust in Jesus as our Savior, we can 

then experience the peace of God in our lives; then we can face whatever comes 

our way. The peace of God in our lives does not mean the absence of conflict, 

but rather the ability to cope with those conflicts and frustrations of life in ways 

which we do not always understand or comprehend.  In Isaiah 26:3, God tells 

us “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he 

trusts in you.” 

Even when things don’t make sense, we need to trust God’s purpose. Prov. 3:5-

6 tells us "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 

understanding; think about him in all your ways, and he will guide you on the 

right paths." When we feel that things in our lives are out of control, what are 

we to do?  We trust!  

If we look at our verse from above in its context, we realize there is a condition 

to meet:  verse 6 of Philippians 4 says, “…do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God.  When we have met those conditions: we have 

prayed, given thanks, and made our requests known to God, then we move into 

verse 7:  “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 



  

 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Therefore, in order for us to experience the peace of God in our lives, we must 

first make peace with God by placing our faith and trust in Christ as our 

Savior.  The God of all peace wants to give us peace; he is ready to make that 

gift available to us.  All we have to do is accept it.  If you haven’t already done 

so in your life, will you do it now? 

 

Prayer:   (From St. Augustine’s Confessions Book I) 

Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise; your power is 

immense, and your wisdom beyond reckoning. And so we men, who are a due 

part of your creation, long to praise you – we also carry our mortality about 

with us, carry the evidence of our sin and with it the proof that you thwart the 

proud. You arouse us so that praising you may bring us joy because you have 

made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 Peaceful Joy 

  December 2, 2021 

  Michelle Kilgas 

 

 

 

 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 

Romans 15:12 

 

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they 

trust in you.  Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord,  

the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.   

Isaiah 26:3 

 

Advent and Christmas have always been my favorite time of year.  The church 

is illuminated with beautiful decorations, poinsettias and the Candlelight 

service have held a special place in my heart.  I take time to carefully choose a 

few pictures from the past year to create a Christmas greeting to send to family 

and friends.  I enjoy receiving picture Christmas greetings and send the same to 

share where the family has been this past year.  When life was less hectic, I 

would hand write a note for each card reflecting on the shared moment in the 

past year.  Life began to be filled with the hustle and bustle of the season and I 

transformed my letter to a typed version that could be copied and placed with 

each card.  The first few years this was a rendition of our lives in the rear-view 

mirror.  Over time, the Lord placed on my heart this was my chance to send a 

mini-devotion in each letter about the love of Christ and the peace the season 

can bring amongst the trials of life.   

The hustle and bustle of the Christmas season can at times cause us to refocus 

our attention to the additional stress of financial concerns, stressful family 

gatherings or the empty chair at the table.  If we are not aware, the refocus 

aware from true meaning of Advent and preparing to celebrate the birth of 

Christ can take away our peace as well.  The refocus strains to live with the joy 

of each moment as the weight of our lives are on our shoulders.  In years gone 

by, I have walked this path with the loss of my brother, job loss and strained 

family relationships.  In these seasons of life, I have struggled to find peace and 

be transformed from the inside out.     



  

 

This Advent Season may each of us be transformed and restored by the peace 

given from our risen Savior.  We are blessed each day with the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives that allow us to grow in peace and share this with the 

world around us.  By focusing our minds on what is noble and true, we can 

choose to follow Christ throughout our daily walk by sharing a smile at the 

cashier, providing a Merry Christmas as we pass by another person, hold the 

door for another or slow down to truly listen to those around us.  By practicing 

these simple acts of love, the Lord fills us with peace from the inside that we 

can share more throughout the day.   

I have been amazed how changing my lens and moving my focus back to Advent 

the peace that fills my soul.  As I start each day in prayer and move through the 

day, I am able to embrace each interruption the Lord divinely gives to me.  May 

you embrace the love of Jesus and share this with the world that they too can 

prepare for His arrival.      

 

Lord, Thank-you for the moments that you have guided us this Advent season 

and the blessings you have placed along our path.  May the Spirit guide us to 

share your love with each other and be filled by your peace.  In Jesus name,  

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 Peaceful Joy 

  December 3, 2021 

  Dave Salzwedel 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Now may the Lord of Peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every 

way. The Lord be with all of you.”   

Thessalonians 3:16 

 

How do you find peaceful joy? Going for a quiet walk? Reading a book (maybe 

the Bible?) Watching your children or grandchildren play? Solitary 

meditation? Watching a favorite movie on tv? The point is, even though we are 

all children of God, He has placed in us the ability to search ourselves and 

discover the best way His Word and His guidance can bring about peaceful joy 

in our lives. As a result, we are all different and all unique in that respect. Have 

you found that best way yet? 

Keep in mind a definition of “peaceful joy.” Typically, in humans, joy is 

represented by outward emotions of laughter, happiness, and even crying at 

times. I experienced the latter many times in the recent past when I recall my 

health issues and how I felt then compared to now, when God has blessed me 

with miracles of walking with me and recovery. 

When I think of “peaceful joy” I think of something different and much 

“deeper” than the above. It is really represented by a feeling closeness to God 

and remembering that He is in charge, not me. There is a quietness and level of 

comfort that brings joy to the heart and not just to the mind. Have you 

experienced those feelings in your life? 

Prayer is a great way to establish a proper relationship with God so that a 

“peaceful joy” can come to you anywhere and anytime, even though you may 

not be expecting it. Remember God wants that relationship with you and He has 

more than enough “peaceful joy” to go around. Get some today! 

 

Dear Joyful God, I desire a relationship with You that will provide me with 

what You have to offer. Open my heart and pour it in. I am anxious to be closer 

to You and to experience peaceful joy. Amen. 

 
 



  

 

 Peaceful Joy 

 December 4, 2021 

 Terry Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:6-7 

 

How do you feel when someone tells you not to worry about something?  It is 

easy enough for someone to tell you not to worry, but how is that helpful?  It 

doesn’t solve your problem or make you feel better.  Don’t worry?  That 

certainly doesn’t seem like very practical advice.  How can someone simply 

dismiss your problem or concern? Yet this is exactly what Paul tells us is in this 

passage from Ephesians.  Jesus also condemns worry in Matthew 6:25-34.  

Worry is foolish and shows a lack of faith in God and his promises to care for 

us.  I used to be anxious about many things.  Most of the time, they were small, 

insignificant things.  Anything that was different or disrupted my normal 

routine was a cause for some anxiety. Sometimes it was fear of the unknown 

and not being in control. And meeting new people was often a stressful event. 

Paul knew that anxiety robs us of the joys in life. There were many occasions 

where I missed out on the joy of the present moment while I was preoccupied 

with a trivial concern. As time as has passed and I have grown more in my 

spiritual life, I have become more aware of the times when I am needlessly 

worried or anxious. When I am aware, I can ask God to get me through the day 

or problem or situation. I am far from perfect about doing this. It is so difficult 

sometimes to be aware of our negative thoughts, but when I remember to give 

the problem to God, I experience relief and I find that everything usually turns 

out for the best. 

Giving our problems to God through prayer gives us God’s peace.  When 

God’s peace comes, anxiety is overcome and we can begin to experience the 

true joys of life. 

 

Dear God, help me recognize the times when my thoughts are filled with 

anxiety and needless worry.  Take my anxiety and give me the peace and joy 

that only You can provide. Amen.        



  

 

Peaceful Joy 

December 5, 2021 

Tom Martens 

 

 

 
The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me like down in green 

pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He 

leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His names’ sake. Yeah, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art 

with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou prepares a table before 

me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou annointest my head with oil; my cup 

runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

Psalm 23 
 

Where does one find peace? 

Where does one find peace in an ever increasing chaotic world? If one is aware 

of what is taking place in our world today, one cannot find peace and stability 

there. This causes me to look deeper for a solution. One of my favorite Psalms 

is Psalm 23. In it I find truth about what God offers through His Son, Jesus 

Christ. It is a synopsis of following Christ through this life and the benefits 

there of. In any adversity, whether it be emotional, physical, or spiritual, our 

Shepherd can guide us to a safe place of healing and restoration. He leads us 

beside “still waters” where inside us, we can experience inner peace. Christ 

taught “The kingdom of God is within you,” and this is where we experience 

peace. We continue to follow the Shepherd by living the way He instructed and 

He then shows us what to do, in any circumstance. We know this life will end 

and He even offers guidance and assistance in dealing with our own death, 

assuring and comforting us all along the way. He shows us not to be vengeful 

with our enemies, but to pray for them and continue to follow Him. As we go 

through life practicing these truths, “Goodness and Mercy: will follow us and 

to cap it all off, we will live forever with God, the Creator of everything. So for 

me Psalm 23 is a blueprint for experiencing “The Kingdom of God Within” and 

lays a foundation to be able to have joy, love, hope and inner peace in a chaotic 

world.  

 

O Lord, please continue to lead us through this life and the next, for we know 

Your love is true because You paid the ultimate price of Your life here on Earth. 

We ask this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 

   Loving Joy 

        December 6, 2021 

     Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 

 

 

 
Anyone who does not love does not know God because God is love.  

1 John 4:8 

 

In April, in the afternoon, I was looking at the sky. It was a time that I was 

looking for God. I saw a small patch of cloud in the blue sky. I remembered the 

schoolteacher who taught us that the world was evolved. But the Bible teaches 

us that the world was created by God. The thought naturally headed toward the 

question, “Which theory is correct? If there is no water or no pre-condition for 

evolution, nothing can exist, and nothing can evolve. So, creation must be the 

first truth that made evolution possible. It is not a divided one.”  At that 

moment, from the sky, thousands of bolts of power visited my small study. I 

couldn’t breathe. In the next moment, I heard a sound, “Do not be afraid; this 

power of creation doesn’t harm you but holds you with love.” The voice was 

very gentle, a deep, timeless male voice. It was an extremely loving voice. I 

turned my head. There was nobody around. I remembered the words again, ‘the 

power of creation….’ “Oh, it must be God’s word. It is the word only God can 

speak. Did God say that He loves me?” It was the moment that I was taken by 

the love of God, which was a revelation from another world. I wanted to know 

the love of God. From the bookshelf, I took out the Bible to see the Love of God. 

Where should I open and begin? I didn’t know where to start. I heard another 

voice, “Read Isaiah!” I opened to the book of Isaiah, from chapter 1, I began to 

read. The Holy Spirit interpreted the hard and difficult passages; I was able to 

understand all sixty-six chapters in one sitting. 

It was like amazing, great music with a main melody of love, a prophetic voice, 

a historical background, and the love of God for all humanity. My entire being 

cried with the great overwhelming love of God; on the other hand, my mind did 

not understand what was happening entirely. That love changed me forever. I 

was transformed by LOVE. It is not my love for the Lord. Without his 

revelation, we do not know what love is. Be embraced by the LOVE of God. 
 

Loving God, you are in me. You already exist in me. I desire to know you. May 

my belief be simple and clear, and know you are in me - I am in you! Amen. 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Loving Joy 

  December 7, 2021 

  Brian Stahl 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,  

if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,  

think about these things.  

Philippians 4:8 
 

During this Advent season of waiting and preparing, God also allows us to 

unleash our emotions and experience JOY.  We are surrounded by the JOY in 

the twinkling lights, in the smiles of strangers and in the excitement of children. 

When Pastor Hae-Jeong asked me to write an Advent Devotion, I thought I 

would land on a traditional Christmas scripture from the Gospels when writing 

this devotion. However, Philippians 4:8, one of my favorite scriptures, kept 

coming back to me. In it, Paul reminds us to look for the honorable, the lovely, 

the just, the commendable and to think about those things.  I believe that every 

single one of us is a child of God. Imagine how happy God will be if we spend 

this Advent season looking for and pointing out the good in others. I believe 

that’s just what Jesus did and He certainly brought JOY to the world! 

So I challenge each of us as we prepare for Christmas not to dwell on the 

stress, busyness and consumerism of the season. Instead, look for whatever is 

just and honorable and worthy of praise. With our cups way more than half full 

and overflowing with this precious gift of God, let us share and experience 

JOY. 
 

God of Love and Grace and Wonderful Surprises, Thank you for your awesome 

gift of the Christ child.  We pray that you will help us spend these days of 

Advent discovering, experiencing and sharing the JOY found in you.  Amen. 
 

 

 
   

 



  

 

 

Loving Joy 

        December 8, 2021 

            Carolyn Bube 

 

 

 

 

 
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

 Greater love has no one than this:  

to lay down one’s own life for one’s friends.” 

 John 15: 12-13 

 

We are so blessed to be so loved by Christ that He laid down His own life on 

the cross to save our lives and reconcile us to our Heavenly Father. We can 

learn much through Christ love and sacrifice for us because not only did He 

command us to love each other as He loved us; He also modeled that love for 

us through His life and death. 

No, we cannot die on a cross and take away the sins of our friends, brothers & 

sisters. Laying down one’s life doesn’t always mean death. What we can do is 

show grace and forgiveness to each other. We can show love to one another by 

accepting each other without judgement and supporting each other through our 

words and actions. When we give of ourselves to another we are not only giving 

them our love, we are sharing Christ love as He commanded. 

 

Through the majority of my life I did not believe I was loved by others and I did 

not believe God loved me or that I was worthy of His love. I learned differently 

just four years ago when someone opened their heart to me. They took time to 

get to know me and understand me. I was shown grace and love. I was given a 

shoulder to cry on to let go of my pain. And, I was introduced to what it meant 

to truly have a relationship with Christ. I opened my heart to Christ love 

through this one person and love began pouring in through so many others as 

well. I received grace and support, understanding and acceptance as others 

around me “laid down their lives” for me. Laying down one’s life means to 

give of oneself to another and so many others gave to me! 

 

My favorite part of the Bible has always been the verses where Jesus 

commanded us to love as He loves. Love is so important that it even says in the 

Bible “…and the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13 May we all 

always remember that loving each other as Christ loved us is how we grow as a 

people; as the “church” and how we grow in Christ. The more we grow in  



  

 

 

 

 

Christ the more we understand His love and can better share His love with 

others. Also, always remember… As you show  

 

Christ love to another to later look in the mirror and share Christ love with the 

one looking back at you because loving yourself is as important as loving 

others!!!! 

 

Dear God, we are so grateful for Your love and the knowledge of what love 

truly is as modeled through Your Son. We pray you continue to lead us to love 

and to share Your love with others. We pray that in loving others as You have 

loved us our world will begin to change and heal through the many struggles 

and suffering of people today. We need You. In Jesus name we pray... Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
Loving Joy 

  December 9, 2021 

  Bruce Brooks 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

John 13:34-35 

 

During Advent, we look forward to the birth of Jesus.  As perfectly captured in 

the Apostle’s creed, we believe that the life and subsequent death and 

resurrection of Jesus is fundamental to our Christian faith.  By His fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecies Jesus showed that he loved us.  In return, we 

demonstrate our love for Jesus by participating in worship services, by offering 

prayers and by studying His words.  In this passage from John, Jesus 

commands Christians to follow His example and to pass on the love he has for 

us to each other.  Jesus desires his followers to demonstrate the type of 

community that all people can witness and emulate in their communities. 

 

At First Church, our pastors have led us through a difficult time in the past few 

years.  Through sermons and programs, they have directly addressed the 

concerns of our hearts.  They have reminded us that there are many ways our 

congregation could be divided into groups by politics or pandemic responses or 

gender concerns or a multitude of issues, but if we show our love for each other 

by listening, by respecting, and by recognizing others, we can show our love for 

Jesus.  In this way, First Church can strive to be a loving community. 

 

Loving God, remind us today that we can show our love for you by loving our 

fellow Christians.  Guide our thoughts and words to help us be your church.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



  

 

  



  

 

 

Loving Joy 

        December 10, 2021 

            Amy Conway    

 

 

 

 

 

 
And above all these put on love,  

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.   

Colossians 3:14 

 

Last June I was an adult leader on the youth mission trip to Puerto Rico. It was 

not a long flight and even though we were still in the United States, when we 

landed, we were immersed into a completely different culture, language, food, 

and climate. However, we seemed to be in perfect harmony with the people we 

engaged with during the week because we all loved Jesus with all our hearts. 

We celebrated each other's differences, prayed together, ate together, 

worshiped together, worked together and truly loved each other. One of my 

favorite sayings is “bloom where you are planted”. We have a wall hanging 

with this phrase in our home. It’s a daily reminder to me of what John Wesley 

taught us, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways 

you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you 

can, as long as ever you can.” I need to do the best I can,  where God has 

planted me every day.  

 

From Paul’s perspective, love brings people together and makes their 

differences compatible. This is what “harmony” means: the positive 

combination of things which are not exactly the same. This does not mean we 

are perfect or don’t make mistakes, but we are called to put love first 

regardless of our differences.  

 

Dear God, We praise you for making us all your unique sons and daughters.  

Please help us honor our differences and bind us with your love in perfect 

harmony. Amen 
 

 



  

 

 

 

  



  

 

Hopeful Joy 

  December 11, 2021 

  Pastor Markus 

 

 

 

 
 

“In the days of King Herod of Judea,  

there was a priest named Zechariah…”  

Luke 1:5a 

 

The season in which we hear the words “hope” and “joy” on a more regular 

basis has begun – we are in the season of Advent! How goes it with your joy? 

How goes it with your hope? When I reflect about the reason for the season, 

Christ’s coming into this world, I find joy that is grounded in hope. There is 

plenty to be sad and pessimistic about when I do not have Christ on my heart 

and mind – but with him, with the awareness that Advent celebrates his past, 

current and future arrival in this world, I can’t get sucked up in pessimism and 

sadness. For me personally the hope and joy that I embrace during the season 

of Advent is that my faith tradition is so very much rooted in history. The 

Christmas story doesn’t claim to be metaphorical, it has a seat in human 

history: when King Herod ruled Judea and Zechariah was priest. God unfolds 

his actions that bring us hope and joy in the context of our lives. I’m so glad 

that it is available to me today, toward the end of 2021, when other people are 

kings, priests, presidents, governors or pastors - but Christ is the same. 

 

Dear God, thank you for being present in human history. Thank you for giving 

me joy and hope in the midst of real history that I am part of. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Hopeful Joy 

        December 12, 2021 

              Lynn Herge   

 

 

 

 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

Romans 15:13 

 

I know that GOD is a God of HOPE!  Let me tell you why… 

I was sitting in the church pew at my mother’s funeral, filled with sorrow, 

feeling so lost and empty.  Out of nowhere, it seemed, I was filled with a sense 

of peace.  I might even say I felt ‘strangely warmed’ and in that moment Joy 

filled my heart and soul.   

Had I been hoping that she was in heaven with my grandparents and all our 

previous pets?  Perhaps.  Maybe I was wondering how I would go on without 

my greatest cheerleader, confidant, mentor and friend and the sense of 

hopelessness was just starting to hit me after the frenzied preparations and 

noise was quieted.  I do recall we had just sung “I Come to the Garden Alone”.  

The line, ‘And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known’ 

hit me hard.  Was she joyful?  Was she walking in the garden with her father 

who grew the most beautiful roses? Or better yet was she walking with GOD in 

the garden?  OH, how I hoped that was true. I hoped she was joyful.   

Could I ever be joyful again?  Would I ever find the joy I shared with Mom 

whenever and wherever we tarried together?  The questions tumbled around in 

my head.  The tears began to slowly drip off my chin.  I had to look up.  I 

looked up to see the cross and, in that moment, the hopeless empty feeling 

departed and true joy like I had never known filled me with a peace that 

surpasses all understanding. 

So filled with ‘Blessed Assurance’ was I that I began to smile, then laugh.  The 

absurdity of it; uncontrollable joy in the midst of such pain.  GOD knew I was 

questioning; fearful that Mom, who had voiced fears and doubts about eternal 

life as she signed into hospice care at age 62, might not be in heaven.  GOD 

knew I needed to KNOW.  The Holy Spirit filled me that day.  So full with joy 

was I that my friends told me I was glowing and a relative even asked me if I 

was pregnant!  (Sudden awareness of my waistline knocked that smile right 

off!)   



  

 

It was 12 years later that I was driving and listening to The Family radio when 

a pastor was comparing the difference between happiness, described as a 

contented feeling, and joy as “bursting forth fullness that begs to be shared.”  

This was on the day that I found out Dad had lung cancer.  Again, filled with 

dread, fear and an impending sense of loss I was reminded that a life with 

Christ is the fullness of Joy.  I broke out into song and felt the most amazing 

peace.  My hope is in the Lord and in the promise of eternal life.  When I focus 

on this truth I overflow with Joy and pray that I am able to ‘burst forth’ the 

fullness of God’s love on others.  How are you sharing the hope of Christ 

during this joy-filled season?  Are you bursting to share the Good News of 

Jesus? 

 

Gracious, loving GOD of hope fill me with your peace. My hope is in you Lord, 

in you I find great joy.  Jesus, as we wait for your birth we are filled with hope 

for the coming of Emmanuel.  What joy it brings to know that GOD is with us.  

Holy Spirit sustain in us the hope we can only find through you, Our Lord.   Let 

the joy I find in you burst forth as a light to others that they may also know the 

love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen 

  



  

 

 

  Hopeful Joy 

            December 13, 2021 

                 Linda Farina    

 

 

 

 
 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. 

Romans 5:5 

 

TEARS 

I left the building crying.  Earlier that day, as I was teaching English classes at 

school, I began experiencing some unusual symptoms.  Six months pregnant 

with my first child, I became concerned enough to visit the school nurse for 

advice.  After hearing what I had to say, Mrs. H. picked up her phone, told me 

to call my doctor, and ask for an immediate appointment.  It was December 1, 

1978, and, as I left for my car, tears of worry streamed down my face. 

 

The doctor visit did not assuage my fears.  After an examination and tests, I 

was told that my amniotic sac had ruptured.  Fluid that surrounded my baby 

while it was growing and developing had leaked out.  Without that protective 

liquid, my child was at risk for catching an infection or worse. My physician’s 

directions: drive straight home, go to bed, continue complete bedrest until the 

baby’s birth, refuse all visitors, and start maternity leave the next day.  The 

longer I could carry my baby, the better chance it had of developing and 

strengthening its lungs to survive.    

 

As I drove home, I learned what the phrase “to pray without ceasing” meant. 

With every breath I asked God to let my unborn child live and to give me the 

patience and confidence to see this through. And, as I crawled into bed, I 

especially asked God to send me the gift of hope.  

I remained on bedrest for four weeks.  During that time, I received many 

blessings.  My mother arrived from Chicago and stayed with us to run the 

household and be my constant encourager.  Her presence also allowed Dave to 

continue pastoring during the busiest season of the Christian year.   

 

Our congregation prayed for us, and many of our friends, my teaching 

colleagues, and kids from my classes called, wrote notes, or sent treats.   



  

 

My doctor even came to our home to check on my progress.  Throughout those 

weeks of Advent and the holiday season, as I read the Christmas story in my 

Bible, I felt a special kinship with Mary, the mother of Jesus, who faced 

uncertainty and emotional distress as she awaited the birth of her child too.  All 

these things gave me the hope I needed. 

 

In the early morning hours of New Year’s Eve day, Dave and Mom took me to 

the hospital.  Our son Mark arrived whole and healthy at 10:45 AM, weighing 

4 pounds, 11 ounces.  Though tiny, his lungs were strong. It would be two more 

weeks before Mark gained enough weight to leave, but I continued to hope and 

pray.  When the day to bring Mark home finally arrived, I left the hospital 

crying---but this time my tears were tears of joy, thanksgiving, and praise for 

God’s amazing gift of hope.  

 

God, thank you for the hope you send us in troubled and uncertain times, 

through both your Holy Spirit and the prayers, care, and concern of others.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 
Hopeful Joy 

  December 14, 2021 

  Wendy Anzelmo 

 

 

 

 
 

I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion, therefore I will wait for him,” 

 Lamentations 3:24-26 

 

I have always had a sense of God’s presence in my life. Somehow, I just knew 

God was near, that he loved me and that he had a purpose for my life.  Yet, 

growing up in a non-believing home, I knew something was missing from my 

life. My friends went to church, their families prayed at mealtime, and there 

seemed to be peace and unity in their families. 

 

One family stands out in my memory. Barb lived in family with eight kids like I 

did. She was also a middle child like I was. Her family seemed chaotic like 

mine, but there was a difference. In her home there was a pervading sense of 

joy, peace, and unity that was palpable. When the youngest child was 

diagnosed with cancer, the family came together. I could feel the love they had 

for each other and the burden that they carried together. I wanted to live in a 

family like that. What made their family different from mine? They had faith in 

the One who brings joy, peace, hope and love. They attended church together. 

They lifted each other up and defended one another. There was always hope for 

the future. 

 

I’m grateful for God’s hand in my life. My friends took me to church, told me 

about Jesus and nurtured my faith. They taught me to be strong in my faith and 

never give up. When I married and had children, God gave me a church family. 

I learned to be Christian woman, wife and mother. Was I perfect? Heavens no, 

but my kids grew up in spite of me. God was faithful to them also. They had a 

church family and many Christian friends to help and defend them. And what a 

blessing my grandchildren are. So much laughter and so many hugs. I feel like 

God has redeemed the years a hundredfold. 

 



  

 

You know, it really is true – God is the God of hopeful joy. Lamentations 3:24-

26 says: I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion, therefore I will wait for him,” 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him, it is  

 

 

good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  My joy and hope come from 

God’s redeeming love. He puts hope in my heart and a joy that fills my soul. 

Our redeemer is faithful and true.  I wait patiently and expectantly with hope 

and joy for his return.  

 

Holy Father, thank you for loving me and giving me hopeful joy. You are 

always near and you love to have your children come to you. Be with us all this 

advent season as we anticipate celebrating with joy the birth of our Savior. 

Help us to wait with hopeful joy the return of your Son, Jesus our Lord. May we 

share hope and joy with everyone we meet. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

 

 
Hopeful Joy 

        December 15, 2021 

            Graham West    

 

 

 

 
 

“Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayers have been heard on high.” 

 Luke 1:13 

 

Heard on High 
Some days I have the distinct feeling that I want to tell my story and that it be 

heard. That is the challenge, isn’t it? Not just to tell your story but that it be 

heard. The listener may, at first, pay attention but soon competing images, 

ideas and impressions distract. 

It may take some insistence to tell your story for others are often consumed that 

if they listen, you can’t be sure that you have been heard. Projecting this 

experience on God, you pray and pray, doubting that you are heard on high. 

 

Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, was performing his priestly duty when an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him. “Don’t be afraid,” the angel announced. 

“Your prayers have been heard.” Though his now aged wife Elizabeth had 

been unable to bear a child, that was about to change. Their prayer had at last 

been heard. 

 

Long years of praying and praying, wondering if God heard the desire of their 

hearts. Questioning God, doubting and becoming skeptical were their 

suspicions on a good day. On bad days, like us, they even disbelieved. 

 

Pray we must, though there are times we doubt, question, even mistrust. But of 

this we must be sure: God always hears our prayer and in due course will 

respond according to God’s purpose. 

 

Lord God, we pray and pray wondering if we get a hearing. Assure us that you 

hear our prayers, and cultivate our trust, for you will not disappoint. Amen. 

 

 



  

 

 

 
Hopeful Joy 

  December 16, 2021 

  Pascale Debora Bile 

 

 

 

 
 

Jesus answered him,  

“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we 

will come to them and make our home with them. 

 John 14:23 

 

Obedience to God is the most relevant thing that gives the Holy Spirit the 

authorization to act in our lives. The first sign of the Holy Spirit`s presence in 

someone`s life is joy and hope of a bigger and eternal promise. The person 

manifests love in all the aspects of his life.  

 

Daddy we thank you for making us understand how wonderful your plan is for 

us. We surrender myself to you. Please fill us up with your Holy Spirit, till we 

overflow to become a blessing for everyone around. From today, let the Joy you 

give to us be a testimony for the Glory of your name. AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 
Hopeful Joy 

        December 17, 2021 

             Margaret Idlas    

 

 

 

 
 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance 

in his holy people. 

Ephesians 1:8 

 

Paul offers a prayer in this first chapter of Ephesians that Christians may know 

God and God’s power. What does Paul mean by the phrase, the eyes of your 

heart may be enlightened? In the NIV Study Bible, the notes say the eyes of 

your heart refers to “your mind, understanding, or inner awareness.”  

Enlightened can mean illuminate or filled with light, and John 1:5 states that 

Jesus is the light that shines in darkness.  Therefore, Paul is praying that our 

hearts and minds will be filled with the bright, flooding light of Jesus, and this 

light offers each person hope. 

 

This hope is not superficial, such as hoping for a white Christmas, a special 

gift, or a well-cooked Christmas dinner. This deep, abiding hope comes from 

knowing that we, as God’s holy people, children, have inherited God’s riches. 

Through Jesus and the Holy Spirit,  God gives his holy people light, love, truth, 

forgiveness, grace, and eternal life. What glorious gifts we have been given! 

 

We can experience hopeful joy this Advent and through all seasons of life 

because we know that we are God’s holy people who receive God’s glorious 

riches. What can you do this Advent season to accept God’s gifts to you? 

 

Dear God, Paul prayers that our inner being be filled with light of the hope to 

know that we are beloved children of God who are given his glorious riches. 

May I make this prayer my prayer so that I can know the hope God offers me as 

his child. Amen. 

 

 



  

 

 

 
Hopeful Joy 

  December 18, 2021 

  Mary Muthig 

   Pictured: Mary’s mom, Ruth Bloy 

 

 

 
 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

Romans 12:12   

 

Do not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

I often think about how blessed my family is by still having my mother in our 

lives. She is 103 years young and has dementia. I remember when Mom was 

able to think about her senior years with a healthy mind. She would say “Why 

am I living so long? Has my Lord forgotten me?” I know why Mom is still 

living and see it every time I am with her. She is blessed with a cheerful spirit 

and smile, sharing kind words, and thanking people for what they do for her. 

She gives out loving hugs. Her caretakers love her, learn from her, and see God 

through her loving spirit. Mom is and always was a giving and loving person 

throughout her life. She knew in her heart that there are always others who 

needed love and support in their lives too. Even living a long life, she can still 

give God’s message of love. My family and others are still learning a valuable 

Godly message from her. You are never too old to serve the Lord by loving 

others. 

 

What is God’s message for you to give out during Advent? 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We thank you for sharing your gift of love, Your Son, Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Unending Joy 

        December 19, 2021 

       Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon   

 

 

 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
 

As a pastor of a small church, the impact of COVID was not a small thing, and 

also, there was a heaviness of hearts that existed, due to the ongoing social 

injustice, economic insecurity, and fear in my congregation. With the weekly 

recording of the sermons, the workload was doubled. Still, there were not so 

many things to do. During that period, I decided to give everything to God and 

let God work on the situation since God knows all and can handle all. There 

was only one thing that I could do: it was to focus on God and look for God's 

will in every moment. 

Peace visited me quite quickly, and strangely, joy started to overflow. It was 

like a stream of joy very gently loaded upon the peace of God. It continued day 

by day. There was no concrete reason to be joyful. Joy just visited me and 

embraced me! I experienced great peace.  

One night, I dreamt a dream. In front of me, there were two big pieces of 

clothing. One was a white cloth filled with beautiful flowers; another one was a 

pitch-black one. I chose the white one and raised it high. A gentle wind blew on 

the cloth in the air. After being awakened, I could interpret the dream. The 

white cloth filled with flowers, which means the way of God, was already given 

to me. I needed to choose it and pick it up with my hand. I chose the correct 

one. There was also a possibility of choosing the black one, which means 

controlling the situation with my effort.  

Yes. Joy is like a living being who embraces us in the midst of fear, uncertainty, 

loneliness, or even in our suffering and sadness. This majestic joy was given to 

us all! Just turn your eyes to the Joy, gaze upon it long enough until it wraps 

around you! God never urges us. He is here right now. Waiting for our eyes, 

filled with love, to turn toward him.  

 

Lord, you are wonder…you are majestic. I give myself to you. Surround me 

with your joy! Amen 



  

 

 
Unending Joy 

  December 20, 2021 

  Kathi West 

    

 

 

 
 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

for great is the Holy One among you. 

Isaiah 12:6 

 

I was in the midst of an hour long “organizing-my-catch-all-corner” ordeal. A 

crinkled white envelope, stuck in the far corner of a file box, caught my eye. 

 

Inside the envelope was an odd piece of threadbare, off-white material with 

small faded yellow canaries scattered here and there. 

 

I gasped and was instantly overcome with sweet nostalgic bliss; this was, 

indeed, the last remaining bit of “Birdie Blankie”, the receiving blanket our 

oldest son, Tim, had used from birth until three weeks before entering 

Kindergarten - when it simply fell apart from all the comforting it had given 

and all the cuddling it had received. 

 

This odd cloth remnant had ended up lying amidst collections of pens, pencils, 

paper clips, old photos, a couple of scissors, maps, rubber bands, two glue 

sticks, a flashlight, three perfectly round stones, and “misc.”. 

 

Amazing - the treasures that unexpectedly punctuate the routines of life. 

Reminded me to be open to experiencing God’s loving Presence, the greatest 

treasure of all, in the nooks and crannies of my everyday experiences. I’m 

never disappointed. 

 

 

You are always with me, loving, creating God. Help me to BE with my You. 

Amen. 
 

 

 



  

 

 

 
 

  

 

Please join us for the  

Longest Night on 

Tuesday, December 21st  

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

For several years First Church has provided a space for all who are 

struggling during the holiday season to gather and acknowledge the 

hurt that we are experiencing. Whether there are feelings of grief, 

loss, loneliness, difficult situations or all of the above, all are 

welcome to join us for prayers, scripture, music and a chance to lay 

our brokenness before God seeking the wholeness promised through 

Christ. Christ offers hope for all that our hearts are experiencing. 
 



  

 

 

Unending Joy 

        December 21, 2021 

             Nancy Salzwedel   

 

 

 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

Romans 15:13 

 

When COVID began in March, 2020 and I was told to stay home and work 

from home, I immediately thought of the extra 40 minutes a day I would have by 

not commuting to and from work. One of my first ideas was that this will be a 

gift to spend more time in the morning before work on my devotions, something 

I’ve wanted to do for a long time. Having recently received a new bible with 

extra room in the margins to bible journal, I decided this was what I would do 

with those extra minutes I had each day.  

I started by expanding my daily devotion, to read the scripture in all the 

versions of the bible that I have in my home. This way I could ponder, see 

scripture through different eyes and different words and thoughts. Two study 

bibles I found at home had two different types of footnotes, one was theological 

and the other was how to apply the scripture to my daily life. I checked out 

Pinterest, and looked at different ideas other people had for bible journaling. I 

have used stickers and watercolors to paint or wash my lettering and drawings.  

Before long, my pages of my bible were getting filled up. In 18 months, I have 

counted that I have colored about 500 pages in my bible. 

What I didn’t think about from the beginning was the joy that would overcome 

me by having a colorful bible! The Holy Spirit worked through me by more 

deeply studying God’s Word. I have encountered through my bible journaling 

that I have more relationship with God! And I have memorized more scripture 

than I ever thought! 

I invite you to dig deeper into God’s Word in whatever way is most meaningful 

to you – you will receive JOY!  

 

Almighty God, continue to fill each of us with the Holy Spirit by Your will in 

our lives! We commend our spirits to You to use us in whatever way You see fit. 

All love and honor we give You! Amen. 

 



  

 

        Unending Joy 

  December 22, 2021 

  Matthew Harden 

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

When asked to write a devotion and possibly include reference to a specific 

Advent Hymn, I was both excited, thinking “do I have time”, and very nervous. 

At the time I was traveling to COS to pick up my wife’s car and all the house 

plants to bring to Appleton. This transitioned to ‘am I crazy for agreeing to this 

right now’, but the underlying sense of expectation of my wife being with me 

long tern in Wisconsin also filled me with a sense of unending joy. This 

continues as I help unpack boxes and set up a new home. It feels like unending 

joy as I know that once settled life with have a wholeness that was missing a 

few months ago. 

 

Unending Joy. I still am working on what does this mean, and you know, I 

believe I will continue to work on this until I pass into the heavenly light. I do 

have an Advent Hymn that gives me a similar feeling when I sing it. “People, 

Look East” a traditional French Carol with words by Eleanor Farjeon. It fills 

us both with an expectation of something special coming, while at the same 

time filling us with joy from the expectation.  

People, look east. 

The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Weston Noble always said that music either sings or dances. This song 

definitely dances and eludes so much joy with the words as they build an 

unending joy of expectation. Both the birth of the Christ Child and that of the 

Second Coming of Christ. Each verse asks that being addressed to be glad, to 

expect, to shout “with mirth” to “him who brings new life”. The Lord is 

coming, what more can bring us a sense of unending joy. Try to sing this song 

and not be moved to celebrate that which will come into our lives each and 

every day. 

 



  

 

 

 

May your heart, mind, and soul be filled with such joy each and every day of 

the year and may God bless you with a sense of Unending Joy each day.  

People, Look East, the Lord is on the way. 

 

Dear Lord, thank you for the sense of joy you give us each day. We may not see 

it through the darkness we feel, but we know that it is there and keeps us going. 

Thank you for this joy and for the love you fill our hearts with. May we always 

continue to look east for your spirit to fill our lives. Glory be to the Father, to 

the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever will 

be. Amen!!! 
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Unending Joy 

        December 23, 2021 

        Al & Margit Williams   

 

 

 
 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 

 

“Advent” is defined as “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.”  

(Oxford’s English Dictionary.”)  As Christians, we celebrate Advent as the 

arrival of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Celebrations are joyful events – but are we 

truly joyful this year?  The spread of Covid-19, and the changes we have had to 

make because of it, could cause many to lose the joy and peace we should be 

feeling at this time.  It all depends on where we are placing our trust.  We may 

have depended too much on outside events or forces for our hope:  the 

government, our financial well-being, a favorable medical report.  With Covid-

19 and its accompanying fear of illness and economic uncertainty, as well as 

the many restrictions put in place, many have lost faith in these familiar 

anchors.  Or we may have looked to family and friends for our joy.  However, 

those warm hugs, long visits, and family outings disappeared, and lives for 

many changed to ones of isolation and loneliness. 

 Where can we turn for the hope and joy that never changes – never ends?  We 

turn to our God.  He loves us so much that he gave us his son, Jesus Christ, to 

take away our sins and give us life eternal.  These are uncertain times, but one 

thing is certain:  God is with us.  We know that God is our anchor.  He holds us 

fast in good times, bad times, and uncertain times.  He gives us true hope and 

unending joy for this season and forever.    

 

Dear God:  We thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Please help us 

to trust in You so that we may experience the hope, joy and peace of this Advent 

season both now and throughout the year. Amen. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CCLI copyright license #2881032 used with permission 

December 24, 2021 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

 

 

 

 
 

4 p.m. 
A family service featuring our multi-generational  

Christmas Orchestra beginning at 3:40 

 

6 p.m. 
Traditional service featuring  

Wesley Handbell Choir 

 

8 p.m. 
Traditional service featuring  

Sanctuary Choir  

 

10 p.m. 
Candlelight service with Communion  

featuring special harp music 

 

  



  

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 

December 25, 2021 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 
 

Come Worship with us! 
 

Festival of Carols 

Friday, December 10 at 7 p.m. 

 

The Longest Night 
A service of healing and hope 

December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

4 p.m. 
A family service featuring our multi-generational  

Christmas Orchestra beginning at 3:40 
 

6 p.m. 
Traditional service featuring Wesley Handbell Choir 

 

8 p.m. 
Traditional service featuring Sanctuary Choir  

 

10 p.m. 
Candlelight service with Communion  

featuring special harp music 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461 

    WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

REV. MARKUS WEGENAST ● REV. DR. HAE-JEONG YOON ● REV. DAVE FARINA 

325 E FRANKLIN STREET, APPLETON WI 54911 ● 920.734.2677 

OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG ● WWW.APPFUMC.ORG 
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