
Prelude 

 

Words of Welcome     Birdie Schottmuller 

 

Invocation   Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 

Harp Music         Cindy Trudell 

 

Call to Worship     Margit Williams 

 

One:    The people who walk in darkness. 

Many:    That’s us! 
One:    We have seen deep darkness in the world around us. 

Many:    So we have come to search for the light. 

    We want the light to shine on us! 

One:    “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” 

Many:    A child is born for US! 

    A son is given to ALL of US! 

One:    We come to see the child that has been born, 

    we come to gather in the glow of the stable, 

Many:    we come to sing with angels and wonder with shepherds. 

    Come and worship, come and worship! 

All:    Worship the one who is born for us this day. 

 

Hymn           “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  UMH 230 

          v. 1, 3  

 

Scripture Lessons                 Wendy Anzelmo 

 

Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my 

groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

    and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 

    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; 

    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; 

    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm, and not human; 

    scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 

    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 

    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 

    you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, 

    and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, 
    for trouble is near 

    and there is no one to help. 
12 Many bulls encircle me, 

    strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 

    like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, 

    and all my bones are out of joint; 

my heart is like wax; 

    it is melted within my breast; 
15 my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 

    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

    you lay me in the dust of death. 
16 For dogs are all around me; 

    a company of evildoers encircles me. 

   My hands and feet have shriveled 
17 I can count all my bones. 

They stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my clothes among themselves, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19 But you, O LORD, do not be far away! 

    O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 

    my life from the power of the dog! 
21     Save me from the mouth of the lion! 

From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; 

    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 

    the affliction of the afflicted; 

he did not hide his face from me, 

    but heard when I cried to him. 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 

Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
3     he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

    I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff— 

    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

    my whole life long. 
 

Musical Witness      “Give Me Jesus”   arr. Mose Hogan 

        Matthew Harden 

 

Litany of Remembrance   Bruce Brooks and Polly Elrod 
 

The first candle: The Light of Healing  

     

(One) We light this first candle to remember those whom we have 

loved and lost. We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their 

voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for the memories 

that bind them to us in this season of expectation, when all Creation 

waits for the Light. 

(All) We remember them with Love. May God’s eternal love 

surround them. 

 

Song   “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines”  

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us.  

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. Lord Jesus Christ, 

your light shines within us. Let my heart always welcome your love.  

 

The second candle: The Light of Comfort 

 

(One) We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss; loss 

of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, 

the loss of joy. We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O 

God, and we offer it to you, asking that into our wounded hearts and 

open hands You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 

(All) We remember that through you all things are possible.  

Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and lead us into your future. 

 

Song   “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines”  

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. Lord Jesus Christ, your 

light shines within us. Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

The third candle: The Light of Hope 

 

(One) We light this third candle to remember ourselves this 

Christmas time. We pause and remember the past weeks, months, 

and for some of us years, that have been heavy with our burdens. We 

accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the 

sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. We accept 

and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and the 

times we have spent blaming ourselves, and you, for all that we have 



suffered. We accept and lay before you the time we have walked 

alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality. 

(All) We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, 

while lost, we may have turned away from the light, the light 

itself has not failed.  We remember that though winter be upon 

us and though the night be dark, that the turning of the Wheel of 

the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 

 

Song   “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines”  

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. Lord Jesus Christ, your 

light shines within us. Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

The fourth candle: The Light of Trust and Faith 

 

 (One) We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light 

and hope that God offers to us in the stories of Hanukkah and of 

Christmas, which both also began in abandonment, insecurity, and 

humbleness, in a time of war and in a poor stable. We remember that 

the loving God who kept the light shining in the temple and who 

came to share this life with us promises us comfort and peace. 

(All) We remember the one who shares our burdens, who shows 

us the way to the light, and who journeys with us into all our 

tomorrows. 

 

Song   “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines”  

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. Lord Jesus Christ, your 

light shines within us. Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

 The fifth candle: The Light of Joy 

 

          (One) We light this fifth candle to remember the joy, the gift            

from the heart of God. This gift is always there whenever we choose 

it amid the cold winter that freezes the ground and our hearts. We 

remember the joy is overwhelming enough to melt all the doubts, and 

depression, limitations. It keeps us, protects us until the orchestration 

of the Lord melts and wakes us up all to the life that waited for a long 

time.   

(All) We remember the one who keeps our heart warm, who has 

great promise behind the winter, and who will remove all the 

tears from our eyes in eternity.  
 

Song   “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Light Shines”  

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. Lord Jesus Christ, your 

light shines within us. Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

Hymn    “Away in a Manger” UMH 217 

 

Scripture Luke 2:1-7 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first 

took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his own city.4 Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 

of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed [a]wife, who 

was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were 

completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her 

firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in 

a [b]manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Message “No Place to Stay” 

Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 

Reflection with Music Cindy Trudell 

      (Please fill out prayer card) 

 

Healing Rituals  

 Anointing Jill Kesler and Lori Willyoung 

 Candle Lighting Pam Chitek and Janet Cobia 

Anointing with oil is a very old custom used to offer comfort  

in prayers and for healing and wholeness.  

At this time, you are invited to come forward.  

Light a candle(s) to share your hurt. 

You may also accept the oil for healing and wholeness. 

 

Hymn              “Silent Night”   UMH 239 

 

Benediction                       Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 

Prayers of Befrienders   
Jill Kesler and Birdie Schottmuller 

 

 

 

Befrienders are:  
 

Wendy Anzelmo, Marilyn Berg, Jackie Booher,  

Bruce Brooks, Pam Chitek, Janet Cobia,  

Polly Elrod, Stu Hackbarth, Ann Halverson, Jill Kesler,  

Stan Larkin, Beth Sauder, Birdie Schottmuller,  

Linda Webster, Sue Wendt, Cynthia Whitely,  

Margit Williams, Lori Willyoung 

 

 

Our Musicians this evening are: 

 

Cindy Trudell 

Matthew Harden 
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The people who walked  

in DARKNESS have  

seen a great LIGHT; 
On those who lived in  

a land of deep SHADOW  

a LIGHT has shone.  

Isaiah 9:2   
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