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Dear Members and Friends of First Church,
Awaiting the Already is the creative title of this year’s
Advent study that First Church invites you to participate
in. It is also the title for our second First Church Advent
devotional. Twenty individuals from our church have
contributed to the making of this study. They invite us to
follow the weekly themes of Preparing (week 1), Living
Without Fear (week 2), God’s Playlist (week 3), and Hope
(week 4, which will be the week of Christmas).
It is my hope that in their invitation you will find God’s
invitation. God is passionate for you to search for him and
his grace in the midst of a season that bears so much
busyness and stress.
It is my wish for you and for us as a church family that we
take intentional steps to prepare for Christ’s arrival in our
lives. May it free us to see not only our own needs but also
the needs of those around us.
Together with Pastor Liz, who was again the editor in chief
for this publication, I wish you a meaningful season of
Advent in which we will be awaiting the already.
Truly yours,

Pastor Markus

Pastor Liz
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Preparing
Sunday, December 2, 2018
Pastor Markus
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way…
Mark 1:2b
This is how the gospel writer Mark introduced the person of John the
Baptist whose job it was to prepare the way for Jesus. John was a
curious kind of person. He lived in the wilderness and had pretty harsh
things to say about the human condition and our need of repentance.
Surprisingly, the masses were drawn to him and did exactly what he
said: they repented of their sins. For some reason this is how God
wanted the world, or should I say, the tiny area of Galilee, to prepare
for Christ’s coming.
Can you learn something from this? Does this have the potential to
guide you as you enter into this year’s Advent season?
Sin and repentance are words that are negatively charged these days,
but I wonder if there is a redeeming quality in them. See, John the
Baptist did not just talk about sin and the need for repentance, he also
talked about forgiveness. Experiencing forgiveness is powerful for
people of all ages throughout the ages.
This Advent 2018, will you find ways to prepare for Christ’s arrival in
your life by exposing yourself to freeing divine forgiveness? I believe
that such an experience sets us free to do the seemingly impossible: to
turn away from just seeking our own best and also seek for the very
best for our neighbor and neighborhood.
What a way to prepare for Christ[mas] this is!
Dear God, forgive me my sins and let me learn how this sets me free to
better see my own needs and the needs of those around me – thus
preparing for Christ’s arrival in my life. Amen.
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Preparing
Monday, December 3, 2018
Jay Andres
Growing up, my family had many tasks that needed to
be done to prepare for the Advent/Christmas season.
My brothers and I would decorate the house, both
inside and out. As part of the decorating, we went to a local tree lot that
my older brothers worked at to pick out our tree. Since Mom was also
Sunday School Superintendent for church, we would also pick out the
Christmas trees that were decorated by all the Sunday School children
and displayed in various locations in the church.
Each year, the Sunday School children and some adults would perform
in the Christmas pageant. Those not involved as cast members would
sing hymns that corresponded with the story. During Advent, the
children learned about the events leading up to the birth of Baby Jesus.
According to the gospel of Luke, an angel of the Lord came to Mary to
prepare her for the son that she was carrying. Mary was confused by
what the angel said to her. According to Luke 1:34-35: And Mary said
to the angel, ‘How can this be since I have no husband?’ And the angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you.’
Mary accepted the explanation from the angel without further
questioning it. When she told Joseph about what the angel had told her,
he wanted to quietly “divorce” her to save her from embarrassment.
When Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem for the census, they had
to prepare a place in a manger for Mary to deliver her baby since there
was no place in the inn.
As we prepare for the Advent season, let us thank the Lord for sending
us our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Preparing
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
Kathy Orth
Preparing Your Heart and Home During Advent
Clear the way through the wilderness for the Lord. Make a straight
highway through the wasteland for our God.
Isaiah 40:3
I think everyday demands on our time and energy, frustrations, illness,
sadness, finances, etc. are “the wilderness.” We get lost. The
secularism of Christmas (never-ending commercials, stores trying to
sell us items we don’t need) can take the joy out of Advent. We try to
do too much.
Decorating our Christmas tree truly warms my heart. Each ornament
has special meaning. We have angels, stars, crosses, and a church.
Airplanes and cars represent the careers of our boys. The majority of
ornaments are musical instruments signifying our talents, our extended
families’ talents, and our chosen careers. A toolbox, piano, fish,
cupcake pan, pickup truck – reminders of our parents, now passed on.
Some represent professional sports teams and the sports our boys
enjoyed (making new friends – theirs and ours). Many represent our
traveling - beautiful scenery, food, wonderful people we’ve met, laughs
and fun activities, and the joy of being a family. When you decorate
your Christmas tree this year, reminisce and be thankful.
Make a straight highway - avoid unnecessary distractions and
expectations we put on ourselves. “Warm up” your heart. Read a
devotional, enjoy Christmas, relax, go caroling, volunteer, smile, be
cheerful, visit someone, ring bells, be charitable. Ponder what’s
important and necessary for happiness. What is God calling you to do?
Dear God, Thank you for memories that warm our hearts. Help us to
be grateful for our blessings, but also for the trials we face in life.
Thank you for Jesus, your gift to the world. Help us be a Christian
example at work and in the world during this season and always. Help
us give without expecting anything in return. In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.
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Preparing
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
Linda Dawson
Waiting is an Action Word
Take heed, watch; for you do not know when the time
will come.
Mark 13:33
Waiting throughout advent for Christmas is not always easy. We fill
the time with wonderful concerts, programs, parties, and the frenzy of
preparations to make the day one of celebration. Although we often
tell ourselves to slow down and focus on the meaning of this wonderful
Christian holiday, we often forget the important aspect of waiting.
Waiting----a time for reflection, discernment and intention.
Reflection: During this season, we need to take time to ask ourselves
thoughtful questions. How have I grown spiritually over the past year?
Are my prayers focused on connecting with God at a deeper level? Am
I striving to live mindfully, in the present moment, and finding joy
there?
Discernment: If my answer is yes, what am I doing that makes this
so? What is the next step? If the answer is no, what do I need to change
or do to grow toward a deeper spiritual life?
Intention: Can I identify three things to do in the coming year that
will help me to continue to grow spiritually? The church offers classes,
workshops, retreats, book studies, worship opportunities, service
projects and other experiences. Our community is rich in opportunities
for growth. Libraries are full of books, podcasts can be downloaded,
and the Bible is ready to be opened.
Gracious God, help us to remember that Advent is a time of waiting
and preparation. Not just for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, but
of our commitment to make our lives reflect the teachings of Jesus.
Amen.
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Preparing
Thursday, December 6, 2018
Brigham Freeman
Therefore prepare your minds for action;
discipline yourselves;
set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ
will bring you when he is revealed.
1 Peter 1:13
1 Peter 1:13 tells us to stay alert for when Jesus comes again. This
means not only hoping for our worldly possessions, but spiritual
redemption. It’s like when you pray not only for the Packers to win, but
for them to keep winning – keep your eyes on the prize, as they say.
Don’t worry about what’s in front of you; be joyful for what’s to come.
Here’s a quick prayer to remind you of this:
Dear Lord, please guide me to not only consider the earthly moments
in front of me, but the everlasting life that’s to come after. Amen.
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Preparing
Friday, December 7, 2018
Kathy Ward
“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
for I have put my trust in you.”
Psalm 143:8.
Preparations for the Holy Day season often begins months in advance.
So much to do, so much to celebrate! We use words like magical,
delightful, and wonderful to describe the anticipation of the birth of our
Savior!
Simultaneously, this journey towards Christmas is also being traveled
by those preparing for change. Changes that may involve a first
Christmas without a loved one, good health, or a needed job…Even
with adequate social support, this time of year can be filled with
desperation, loneliness, and despair.
How do we prepare for those days when nothing helps? When we
cannot be consoled?
It is in the darkest hours that we can seek and find what may be missing
in our spiritual connections. If our hearts were totally engaged in
nurturing our relationship with the Great Comforter, how would we
spend our time? How would we converse with God? What would we
need to change or let go off? What promises of our Good Lord would
we embrace?
Dear Heavenly Father: thank you for the precious gift of Immanuel,
who’s love is always available to comfort any sadness, calm any fear,
and to mend our grieving hearts. In this joyous season, let us be mindful
and responsive to all those who suffer in ways we can, and cannot, see.
Amen.
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Preparing
Saturday, December 8, 2018
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Although the prolific hymn writer, Charles Wesley, penned eighteen
Christmas songs, he was never content with simply painting the picture
of the manger scene. He needed to go deeper. In this hymn, he begins
by alluding to the scriptural prophecies of Christ. Moving on to
personal application, he continues: Christ is not only the “desire of
every nation”; he is the “joy of every longing heart.” He is not only
the child born with the “government…on his shoulder” (Isaiah 9:6); he
is also “born to reign in us forever.”
Such personal application was a hallmark of the Wesleys’ ministry.
Charles and his brother John challenged the staid Anglican traditions
of their time. The church of their day had great scholarship; its
theology was orthodox. Christians sang hymns straight from Scripture.
But the Wesleys asked, “Does this mean anything to you? Is the
biblical story about long-ago events or about what is going on in your
life?” They urged people to meet Christ personally and to include him
in every part of their lives—even their hymn singing.

(Excerpt taken from Hymns: Inspiring Stories about 600 Hymns and Praise
Songs, edited by William J. Petersen and Ardythe Petersen. Tyndale House
Publishers, Carol Stream, IL, 2006, p. 212)
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Living Without Fear
Sunday, December 9, 2018
Pastor Liz
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him…
Matthew 2:1-3
We start this second week of Advent looking at the fear that was
portrayed in King Herod. The passage above shares the beginning of a
terrifying reaction of the King of the Jewish people to Jesus’s birth.
The story goes on to show King Herod kill innocent children because
of his fear of being overthrown. It makes me wonder…how often do I
act this way?
How many times have I acted in a way that was hurtful of another?
How often have I put up a barrier for God working in my life or the
lives of people around me?
I have heard many times that as people grow older, change becomes
more and more difficult. I find this hard to conceive, thinking about
how I handle life when things change. I may advocate for it, but it still
remains hard. Something new happens, and I am frightened to the point
of being distraught, or to the point of anger. The word “afraid” is often
left out of the picture when I get angry or upset, but when I think about
it contextually, I realize that fear is what my anger or upset-ness stems
from.
What would my life look like if I stepped outside of fear (as much as I
could)? King Herod was frightened and it kept him from seeing
Emmanuel (God with us).
God, help me step out of my fear. Help me to follow you without
distraction. You have called me to be bold in my faith. Let me live my
life unafraid of whatever life holds. Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Monday, December 10, 2018
Wendy Anzelmo
Bumpy Roads
Thinking of the bumpy roads in my life I ponder the
story of Jesus’ birth and I think of Mary, her mother,
and her cousin Elizabeth. Truly women of God, chosen by God for their
faithfulness. What were their perspectives in the advent of the Savior’s
birth? Did Mary’s mother believe Mary? How supportive was she of
Mary? How did she handle the gossip that must have sifted through
Nazareth? Was she ostracized?
Elizabeth’s lifelong prayer to have a son was answered in her old age
with a special child who would cry in the wilderness, “prepare the way
of the Lord.” What bumps lay in her road as she prepared John, who
was no ordinary child and had a direct call from God. Was it
overwhelming? How did she let go of him so he could fulfill his
purpose in God’s plan for sending a Savior?
Mary’s road must have been filled with twists and turns as she
“pondered” things in her heart, knowing yet not truly understanding the
road her blessed, holy and beloved son would have to travel. She must
have been the strong, silent type. Yet she taught Jesus to be who he was
supposed to be - loving, obedient, kind, gentle, compassionate, and
wise in all things.
I learn from these women that God chooses all of us in all our
weaknesses to shape us and use us in his glorious, redemptive plan.
Jesus was God with “skin on,” Immanuel, God with us. He is with us
today through the power of the Holy Spirit, guiding us, shaping us and
helping us through the bumpy, pot holed roads of our lives.
As I celebrate the birth of the King, I will praise the One who is Holy,
Holy, Holy. Eternally the same, yesterday, today and tomorrow. The
One who guarantees my inheritance to the streets of gold in heaven.
Holy Father, thank you for sending your Son, Jesus to be “skin on” for
us humans. Because of Him we can travel the roads you have for us as
you bring us into relationship with you. Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Tuesday, December 11, 2018
Julie Anderson
Do not be afraid – I am with you! I am your God –
Let nothing terrify you! I will make you strong and
help you; I will protect you and save you.
Isaiah 41:10
This is a powerful assurance, from God himself, to not worry. So why do
we do so much of it? Worry and fear can take us to dark places, rule our
potential, and hold us back from many things in life that might otherwise
be great and rewarding.
As human beings we are prone to fear the unknown, and God’s Word, if
not believed completely on faith, certainly sounds too good to be
true! God says “Let nothing terrify you!” Has God ever listened to the
news?
As Christians, we need to focus on the Word of Christ, and ponder it in
our hearts, just like Mary did on that first Advent season when she was
terrified. She was terrified of what the Angels told her! But she held on
tightly to God’s Word and trudged forward into the unknown, trusting God
would protect and save her. He did! Just as he will protect and save
us! God makes good on his words when we trust in him and put our fears
aside.
“Worrying doesn’t empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its
strength” (Corrie ten Boom). Once we have done everything we know to
do about any situation, God wants us to give it to him and leave it with
him. Live a strong today! Wrap God’s sincere assurance around you like
armor and go forward, into this advent season, this New Year and beyond
with the help and strength God gives us. Revel in the promise that he will
protect and save us.
Dear Heavenly Father, you have promised to protect us. Please help us
to keep your Word in the front of our minds and deep in our hearts. Fill
us with the confidence of knowing that no matter what happens in our
world, you are here to strengthen us and to help us. Help us to lay our
fears and anxieties aside and leave them for you to hold. You alone can
lift these burdens from us. We are grateful for the gift of your son, and so
blessed by your holy Word. Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Richard Ruhsam
One of the most familiar verses from the Sermon on
the Mount is Matthew 6:34: Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own. This certainly is a good
prescription and seems to be all we need to know about Living a Life
Without Fear. However, as much comfort as I take from this passage,
I cannot say I live a life without fear, nor am I sure I want that comfort.
As I get older, my fears may change but fear still exists. I fear that as
a nation we have become more callous and selfish. I fear that the earth
God gave us to care for is being mistreated and may not survive our
lack of environmental stewardship. I fear that power is sought after in
order to serve oneself and not to serve others.
When I was a young child, our house was left unlock and I was free to
roam the community without concern. Today, we have learned that
safety cannot be assured whether it be at concerts, theaters, churches,
synagogues or schools.
Not a real assuring advent message on Living a Life Without Fear.
However, there is hope and reassurance even in this fearful time. John
13:34 states, A new command I give you: ‘Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another.’ The real message of advent
for this world is to love one another, no matter our differences, no
matter how difficult it may be to care for our enemies. It may be
difficult to live a life without fear, but to focus on doing good, to love
your neighbor, and to care for others, may not leave enough time in the
day to live with fear. We will be too busy doing good.
Dear Lord, help us to remember that the Good Samaritan is not
necessarily the person expected to do good, it is the person who does
good. Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Thursday, December 13, 2018
Cynthia Whitely
Be Still This Season
Don’t fear, because I am with you;
don’t be afraid, for I am your God
I will strengthen you, I will surely help you;
I will hold you with my righteous strong hand.
Isaiah 41:10
Anxiousness, fear.....how long of a list do you have of situations which
cause fear? My list seems to explode some days, depending on my
spiritual, physical and mental health. Does this ever happen to you?
We get a shaky medical report, have an upsetting dispute with
someone, hear about innocent people being killed out of hatred, or
simply being scared to try something new. And so on....
Often these fears attack me at night. Ugh! I wake up, my mind is
churning trying to solve my dilemma. Even though I know God has not
abandoned me, I need some reassurance. I try to quiet myself by
repeating “ Be Still and Know That I Am God “ ( Ps 46:10) and think
about this promise. Usually I soon return to sleep, waking up later with
a calmer spirit and more confidence in dealing with the fear.
Many other scriptures, such as Isaiah 41:10 above, also share God’s
reassurance. What a powerful image to know God is holding us in
times of fear.
Advent can be an emotional roller coaster time. There are feelings of
joy and happiness but perhaps also fears of loneliness, sadness and
anxiousness for a variety of reasons. When these negative moments
hit, reminding ourselves to be still and believing God is holding us and
present at all times, will help rid the fear to bring peace and stillness.
May the promises of this glorious season reassure us that God holds
and strengthens us so we can find peace and comfort in fearful times.
Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Friday, December 14, 2018
April Hayes
Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4: 6-7
Anxiety. We’ve all experienced that fluttering in our hearts and
unsettled feeling in the pits of our stomachs. Whether it’s over a large
problem (financial struggles, serious health issues, or the loss of a loved
one) or a smaller problem (running late, going some place new, or even
finding matching socks!), anxiety can creep into our lives. If we let it,
it can even begin to take over our thoughts and become an allencompassing emotion.
In my own life, I’ve had both large and small problems cause me
anxiety. The most useful practice for me has been to go to prayer and
actually ask God to take my burdens from me and calm my heart. When
I’m finding it hard to release my problem into His hands, I visualize
putting that problem into a box and sending it floating down a stream
that runs directly to God. It’s truly amazing how immediately a calm
peacefulness comes into my heart and washes over my whole being. It
might last all day or it might last only twenty minutes, but when that
anxiety recurs, I return to prayer and visualization to once again place
it in God’s mighty hands.
The Bible is full of directions on trusting God with everything in our
lives. Learning to trust God COMPLETELY is hard and always an
ongoing process, but from my experience…completely worth it. Only
when our minds become free from our Earthly worries can we
genuinely and fully focus our hearts and minds on our Heavenly Father
who loves us beyond our comprehension.
Dearest Father, You are amazing in all Your works. Thank You for so
lovingly taking my burdens from me. Please help me to trust You wholly
with every detail of my life. I love you deeply, Lord. Amen.
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Living Without Fear
Saturday, December 15, 2018
“I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light”

Kathleen Thomerson, the writer of this hymn, was a classical organist.
She studied in Antwerp and Paris in addition to teaching at Southern
Illinois University. She has been a recitalist in both America and
Europe. One might think that this career is what she would best be
known for, but it is this simple and yet profound hymn for which she is
most recognized.
This hymn was written during the rather dismal summer of 1966.
Kathleen’s mother was visiting her in St. Louis. After a power shortage
restricted the use of air conditioning, Kathleen decided to take her
mother back home to Houston. Then came another problem—an
airline strike! Since they couldn’t fly, they drove. As they drove,
Kathleen wrote, “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.”
This song is rich in biblical imagery. Concepts like the brightness of
God, running with patience, the Lamb as the light, and the absence of
darkness come straight from God’s Word.
When Kathleen and her mother arrived in Houston, Kathleen dedicated
the song, both words and music, to the episcopal Church of the
Redeemer in Houston.

(Excerpt taken from Hymns: Inspiring Stories About 600 Hymns and Praise
Songs, edited by William J. Petersen and Ardythe Petersen. Tyndale House
Publishers, Carol Stream, IL, 2006, p. 179)
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God’s Playlist
Sunday, December 16, 2018
Pastor Markus
And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…’
Luke 1:46f
The Gospel of Luke, contrary to any other gospel, tells us that music
was involved at the first Christmas. Not one, not two, but three great
accounts of beautiful (though we have no idea what it sounded like)
music is present: Zechariah sings, Mary sings, and the angels sing –
no wonder we are talking about God’s Playlist this week.
The author of our all-church Advent study, Pastor deVega, writes that
music has the power to give us the chills, it reaches something in our
brains that causes an emotional response, and it is even scientifically
measurable.
I was part of a conversation recently where a colleague shared that
music has not always been seen as something beneficial to our spiritual
journey. At times certain streams of Christianity found it a distraction
and felt that the emotion that music evokes takes us away from God.
Yet the Advent and Christmas story according to Luke tells us a
different story. On three accounts, neither people nor heaven could
handle the good news other than through expressing it in music.
As we go into this last full week of Advent, I want to invite you: reflect
about the emotions that you deem a distraction in your spiritual journey
and ask God if that is really the case. Maybe you are suppressing
something that is meant to bring you closer to God.
Holy, holy, holy God, Lord of silence and music, draw me close to you.
Help me to be open to the means which you have in mind for me to fully
worship you. Amen.
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God’s Playlist
Monday, December 17, 2018
Bob Anderson
How Sounds Point Us to God
And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail
in your lives - words, actions, whatever - be done in the
name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father
every step of the way.
Colossians 3:17
One of my favorite times in the woods is when I'm tent camping far away
from the noise and clatter of the city. In my mind, every chipmunk that
scurries in the leaves sounds like a bear, every squirrel that pounces from
one spot to the next sounds like the steps of bigfoot. Even back at home,
when I go to bed with my window open I lie quietly, and at times, I can
hear the low soft call of a lonely owl whooo whooo-ing into the darkness.
I can hear the steady sharp scritch of the crickets nestled into the cool damp
grass. Come dawn, as I rouse from slumber, the trees echo the call of the
angry jay, or the bustle of the busy robins flitting about their business. As
an orchestra, these sounds combine to make up Summer's heavenly
symphony, much as a team of musicians raise their bows and bells to
follow the director as he strokes his musical paintbrush upon the silence.
Each of these has its own voice, and each contributes in its own way to the
chorus.
There is also sound in the silence. I have often been in the woods during
late Autumn, after the brown and amber leaves have blanked the forest
floor. Now, you might not think of snow as a source of noise, but as the
heavy November sky shakes its rug and those crystal flakes land gently on
the crispy carpet of leaves, they make a soft clattering sound like is rarely
heard anywhere else. I like to think of it as a “noisy silence.” It's soothing
and quiet and loud, all at the same time.
These are the times when I know God is the Master of All. He creates the
sounds, and He creates the silence, however loud or quiet the silence is.
Gracious God, in this busy season of Advent, as we await the arrival of
your blessed son, Jesus, help us to hear all the voices in your heavenly
choir: the highs and the lows, the loud, and the quiet. Be with us as we
journey through this noisy season, to find your playlist of comforting noisy
silence. Amen.
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God’s Playlist
Tuesday, December 18, 2018
Ria Hull
The Power of Song
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Psalm 98:4
I am a very passionate person when it comes to politics. Sometimes too
much so. I had been anxious and fearful for days leading up to the
midterm election. On election Tuesday, I was so preoccupied at work
that I barely got anything done. But then something wonderful
happened: I got in my car after work on Tuesday and I drove myself
to choir rehearsal. For a blessed two hours, I completely forgot about
the election. For a blessed two hours, I had no cares in the world. For a
blessed two hours, I was part of something much greater than myself.
I felt at home. I felt at peace. All election anxiety was gone. When I
joined my voice with those 170 other people, all political differences
melted away and we were one - one voice singing for the joy of song.
Music is freedom, mercy, love, praise, unity, belonging. These are all
the things I feel when I sing in a choir. I imagine these are also the
qualities of Heaven. So when people ask me what I think Heaven is
like, I respond, it’s like a choir.
To quote a song by Matthew West:
“Freedom is a choir, swaying back and forth
Shining in the shadow of a stain-glassed Sunday morning
Shouting hallelujah, yesterday is gone
Freedom is a choir and mercy is a song”
Father, it is my sincere prayer that the light of song continues to be a
beacon of your love and mercy in the darkness, reaching the hurting,
the lonely, the poor, the sick, the disenfranchised. I pray that the power
of music can be a unifying force in a world divided. Amen.
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God’s Playlist
Wednesday, December 19, 2018
Allison Butkiewicz

Words are not the only way that we can refocus our day. Allison is
very passionate about music and drawing. How has God used
sounds or silence to make you full of passion?
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God’s Playlist
Thursday, December 20, 2018
Hannah Smith
Remember what Christ taught, and let his words
enrich your lives and make you wise; teach them to
each other and sing them out in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing to the Lord with thankful
hearts.
Colossians 3:16
I have never found a love in my life like music. There is something
about rhythm and notes that makes me so elated and I can’t explain
why. These statements were very true until last year I found a new love,
God. It does sound somewhat cheesy but I truly do love them both. I
think they both share similar qualities in the way that they move
seamlessly and flow, but are also, and most importantly, a constant in
my life.
Many people I know believe in God and use him as a guide in their
music. In fact two of my friends in choir want to become Pastors. I
think that says a lot about music education and education on God.
Young people, now more than ever, are influenced by God because we
need that constant. With our ever changing schedules and busy weeks,
I am calmed by two things, Music and God.
I’ll be honest, I don’t listen to Christian Rock very often but I do know
that God has created all people to create more amazing things. Thanks
to God, we can all express ourselves through life and one of those
amazing ways is through the creation of music. I know that God has
put people on this great Earth to create and I believe that I am here to
do the same, especially with music.
Last year I struggled, coming into high school and trying to figure out
who I am, but I quickly realized that thanks to God, I don’t have to
know right now. I have so much time to express and figure out my true
desires. Thanks to this realization, I have begun to focus on my passion,
music. I am so blessed to have found both God and music because
without them I would be lost.
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God’s Playlist
Friday, December 21, 2018
PJ Uhazie
"The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to
give praise and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied
by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the
singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD
and sang: “He is good; his love endures forever.”
Then the temple of the LORD was filled with the
cloud.
2 Chronicles 5:13
Webster's Dictionary defines a playlist as: "a list of recordings to be
played on the air by a radio station" OR a "similar list used for
organizing a personal digital music collection." If you were to look
through my Spotify account, you would find a handful of playlist
cleverly named "Happy," "Sad," "Road Trip," and so on, all of which
consist of my favorite "greatest hits" that all revolve around a similar
theme or idea. While all the songs are different, some jazz, some
classical, some top 40 hits, they all have a through-line that binds them
together (for example, my Road Trip playlist has a ton of killer tunes
that make the drive melt away).
Looking at the passage above from Chronicles, and thinking about what
exactly is "God's Playlist," I think I've come to a personal
understanding that God's Playlist is not a handful of songs, but of
people. Like the many trumpeters and musicians in the passage who
played in unison, I find that there is something palatable when many
join together in songs of praise to the Lord. So let’s look at our playlist:
we've got our through-line (praise and thanksgiving to God), we've got
our greatest hits (those willing to sing their song to the Lord). Now we
just need an audience to hear it. I know for myself, and many others,
that audience is whoever we show grace, kindness, forgiveness, and
love to.
As Plato said" Every heart sings a song, incomplete, until another heart
whispers back. Those who wish to sing always find a song." It takes
two to make a song complete, one to offer the song and another
to receive it. Whatever your song is, sing it loud, sing it proud, sing all
day knowing that your song is one of the greatest hits on God's
Playlist."
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God’s Playlist
Saturday, December 22, 2018
“My Soul Gives Glory to My God”
In “My Soul Gives Glory to My God,” Dr. Miriam Therese Winter has
provided us with a metrical paraphrase of Mary’s song, the Magnificat,
one of the great canticles of Luke (1:46b-55).
Gloria Winter became a Medical Mission Sister at age 17. She is now
professor of liturgy, worship, spirituality and feminist studies at
Hartford, composes liturgical music and writes on biblical women and
women’s liturgy.
Dr. Winter has traveled the world, ministering to homeless people in
places such as the Thai-Cambodian border and to starving children in
Ethiopia. At home, she has ministered to the women at the Niantic State
Correctional Institution since 1988.
“Often through the centuries, the Magnificat has been considered a
dangerous hymn because it sings of overturning the status quo,
promising food for the hungry, power for the powerless, and a reversal
of economic fortunes,” Dr. Winter notes. “It is a song of hope for times
of disparity and for any situation in which we feel personally or
systemically overwhelmed. It is just the song for such a time as this.”
The hymn was composed in 1987 to the tune of Morning Song, an early
19th-century American folk hymn. The author says the text, with an
earlier version of stanza five, “was sung at student-led vespers service
at a time when the male pronouns in the scriptural text were becoming
unacceptable to a growing number of women.”
In The United Methodist Hymnal and several other denominational
hymnals, stanza two begins, “My God has done great things for me:
yes, holy is this name.” The song was recorded on the album of Woman
Song as “holy is her name.” Dr. Winter comments, “I suspect God
smiles on this. I know I do.”
(Excerpt taken from Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church:
“The History of Hymns: My Soul Give Glory to My God,” by C. Michael Hawn,
professor of sacred music at Perkins School of Theology.)
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Hope
Sunday, December 23, 2018
Pastor Liz
To all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God.
John 1:12
John is perhaps the hardest Gospel to read because of its deep
theological significance right from the beginning. There is symbolism
that brings into our story a new word, “Word,” with a capital
“W”…Jesus.
Because of this theological symbolism, we often don’t pay attention to
the hope that this passage gives to us! Through God’s power, we are
able to be children of God!
As I thought about what “children of God” meant to me, I was
reminded of my childhood. The first several years of my childhood
(before my mom became a pastor) were formed at Cargill United
Methodist Church in Janesville, WI. I LOVED going to church, and I
always felt welcome in church and in Sunday School (part of this
feeling could be that my mom was in charge of the children’s choirs).
I was taught over and over again both by my mom and by the church
that God loved me, and there was always that warm and fuzzy feeling.
Now, as an adult, the warm and fuzzy feeling of God’s love is not
always there because things happening in our world may get me down,
BUT I always know that God loves me and I am God’s child. That
gives me hope even when everything else is lost.
I hope that we all know that. If we need another reminder, we can say
this prayer more often than just today.
Dear God, I need you to remind me that I am your child and you love
me. You sent Jesus to show me what your love really means. Help me
to remember your love for me, even when I need a little extra nudging.
I know that I have hope in you. Amen.
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Hope
Monday, December 24, 2018
Gordon Lind
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
Isaiah 11:6
I look at this verse many times each day. The verse circumscribes a
work of art Debbie and I have had over our mantle for two decades.
The art piece is an image of Isaiah 11:6. All the animals listed above
are present. In the center is the Divine Child, our Messiah, our Christ.
The painting is by Edward Hicks, a Quaker minister who painted
dozens of paintings similar to the print we own – all are Peaceable
Kingdoms. The message is that paradise returns with the leadership of
the child. All of creation lives in harmony and peace, led by the child
Jesus Christ.
If you look for the word hope in English translations of the Bible, you’ll
find most of the references in the Psalms and in Romans. But I find
hope in the babe in the manger. The baby remakes the entire creation
and all relationships in it. This is the best hope of all – a perfect hope
for Advent and for Christmas.
Hope is different from wishing. We can sit with the L.L. Bean Holiday
Catalog and wish that someone would give us a quilted jacket for
Christmas. Or, if we are not sure that wishing is enough, we might just
buy it for ourselves. Hope is not wishing. And it is not working the
Christmas shopping lists.
Hope is open-ended. Hope is trusting that God will always be with us,
providing what we need. We might not get everything we wish for.
But that is not all bad. Not getting all we wish for reminds us that we
are not the only creature in the universe. Not getting everything we
wish for teaches us that we must rely on others, most especially the
baby, for help.
Hope alone, open-ended as it is, still requires that we work with Jesus
Christ to fix the world and relationships in it. The child leads us, but
we must be willing to work for justice and live in peace. That is when
we find rest, when we live gladly with all creation, when we dwell in
the peaceable kingdom.
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Tuesday, December 25, 2018

Optional Verses:
See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks,
draw nigh to gaze;
We too will thither
bend our joyful footsteps.
(Refrain)
Child, for us sinners
Poor and in the manger,
We would embrace thee
With love and awe.
Who would not love thee?
Loving us so dearly.
(Refrain)

Prayer of Hope by Ron Berg: God of Love and Mercy, fill
my heart with hope: strengthen my faith, heal my body and
mind, give me your grace, make me kind like Jesus, quench
my thirst for joy, let me joyfully praise Your name, find
refuge for the homeless, provide food and shelter for the
needy, calm the trouble spots of the world, give us faithful
leaders, conquer my fears, end violence in all forms, help the young in
search of careers, open me to God’s love. I pray for a peaceful death,
provide care for the caregivers. We are all in need of love, caring,
happiness, peace, faith, and hope. Amen.
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Wednesday, December 26, 2018
Dave Salzwedel
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him,
to the one who seeks Him.
Lamentations 3:25
When I have worked with some of my clients to help develop their
business plans for the future, many have not clearly defined the steps
to achieve some goals and they say they “hope” it will happen. I have
to remind them that hope is not a plan.
What does hope mean to you? According to one version of Webster’s
Dictionary:
Hope (höp) n. a feeling of what is wanted will happen
While I don’t disagree with that definition, I think hope is more. Hope
is a trait you can possess, it can be a strong motivator, and it can bring
you comfort. There have been times in my life, and maybe in yours,
when dark times and the clouds of despair caused me to ponder (and
question) the future.
Austin O’Malley, a professor of English Literature at Notre Dame, said
in the early 1900’s, “Despair is the vinegar of the wine of hope.” How
can we avoid that bitter tasting “vinegar”? The answer, at least for me,
is to have faith. Trusting in God’s faithfulness day by day makes us
confident in His great promises for the future.
“Hope is the shadow of faith,” said professor O'Malley. By having
faith, we can be a bright light that casts a shadow of hope on others.
During this season of Advent, faith and hope need to be the strongest
of partners.
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy
and peace because you trust in Him. Then you will overflow with
confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
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Thursday, December 27, 2018
Carrie Kreps Wegenast
Many crowds followed [Jesus], and he cured all of
them, and he ordered them not to make him known.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah: ‘Here is my servant, whom I have
chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my
Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not
wrangle or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. He
will not break a bruised reed or quench a smoldering wick until he
brings justice to victory. And in his name the Gentiles will hope.’
Matthew 12:15-21
When I was ten my family visited both sets of grandparents at Christmas.
We were frequently at my dad’s parents in Ohio, but traveling to New
Jersey to visit my mom’s parents was a special treat. At my dad’s parents
in Ohio, I received my heart’s desire, an acrylic paint set with special
painting paper. It included a book on technique and several brushes. It
was an extraordinary surprise and I couldn’t wait to paint. As we were
leaving their house for the drive to New Jersey my mom said, “You may
get another painting kit from my parents. I told both sets of grandparents
that is what you wanted. Act surprised, okay.” A few days later I did
indeed get a second acrylic painting set. It was different and wonderful. I
acted surprised!
The prophet Isaiah spoke of a servant who would be coming to proclaim
justice and bring hope to the Gentiles. When the Servant arrived he didn’t
look like, sound like, or behave like the person everyone had been
expecting. They had heard the Hebrew Scripture prophets’
announcements, but the reality felt different. They had had the warning,
and yet, they were surprised.
Advent reminds us that we are still waiting, still hoping for the one who
will bring justice to the Gentiles. The fulfillment of hope can be
surprising, even when we are told to expect it. The Christmas of two paint
sets fulfilled a Christmas hope I don’t even remember telling my mom. It
was unexpected, wonderful, and more than enough, just like the Servant
who is coming. Let us have hope for His return!
Holy God, we are waiting impatiently for the return of your Son and our
Servant. As we hope, help us to be your hands and feet of justice. May we
be His voice until the Servant comes. Amen.
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Friday, December 28, 2018
Denise Anderson
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in you.
Psalm 33:22
When our hopes and dreams come true, we are filled with happiness
and grateful to God for our blessings. Unfortunately, when they don’t
come true, we may simply feel unhappy or even devastated.
When my husband and I learned that we weren’t able to have children,
my lifelong dream was crushed and for a very long time, I was filled
with self-pity, envy of others and anger at God. I would often think
and sometimes even say out loud, “Why me? What did I do to deserve
this? Why are other people, who seemingly don’t want children,
allowed to have them and I’m not? I’d be a great mom!”
As time went by, I realized that God wasn’t punishing me, He simply
had another plan for my life. Many years have passed since then and
thinking about it has become less painful, though it will never go away
completely. I will try to be content with life and feel God’s love for
me. I will keep on hoping and dreaming that someday, I will find out
what that plan is. I wonder though, maybe God has been nudging me
and I just haven’t been listening closely enough.
Thought for the day:
Sometimes hope comes in just a moment. A look. A word. A gesture.
A gift to make us look up and know that God is not only here, but
reaching in to say, “I love you.”
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December 29, 2018
“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

This hymn was originally written as a Sunday school song with the title
“Come, Children, Join to Sing.” Since adults liked to sing it too, the
title was changed to “Come, Christians, Join to Sing.”
The words alleluia and amen are both from the Bible. We find alleluia
(or hallelujah) frequently used in the Psalms. It means “praise the
Lord.” So when the book of Psalms ends with “Praise the Lord,” it is
simply a translation of the Hebrew word hallelujah. According to some
manuscripts, Revelation, the last book in the New Testament, ends with
the word amen. Amen means “assuredly,” “indeed,” or “so be it.” We
find amen at the end of prayers, and that’s the way we use it today. In
the New Testament, we also find it at the beginning of some of Jesus’
statements. Different versions translate it as “verily,” “truly,” or
“assuredly,” but it still means amen.
The New Testament tells us that all the promises of God are amen in
Jesus Christ, and that is enough to make us sing both alleluia and amen.
(Excerpt taken from Hymns: Inspiring Stories About 600 Hymns and Praise
Songs, edited by William J. Petersen and Ardythe Petersen. Tyndale House
Publishers, Carol Stream, IL, 2006, p. 20)
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December Worship Schedule
December 1
December 2
December 2
December 8
December 9
December 9
December 15
December 16
December 16
December 16
December 22
December 23
December 23

5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship
Christmas Program
Worship
Worship
Worship
Worship

Chapel
Sanctuary
Chapel
Chapel
Sanctuary
Chapel
Chapel
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Chapel
Chapel
Sanctuary
Chapel

Christmas Eve Worship Services
(All in Sanctuary)
4 p.m.
A family service featuring our multi-generational
Christmas Orchestra beginning at 3:40
7 p.m.
Traditional service featuring Sanctuary Choir
and Wesley Handbell Choir
10 p.m.
Candlelight service with Communion
featuring special harp music

December 29 5:30pm
December 30 9:00am
December 30 10:30am

Worship
Worship
Worship

Chapel
Sanctuary
Chapel
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Hark!
The Herald
Angels Deliver
First Church

Christmas Play
Join us as we explore the Christmas story from the
angels' perspective. They have a lot of messages to bring
to Earth and they must hurry so God's plan of sending
God's own Son can happen.

Sunday,
December 16th,
At 9:00 a.m. Worship
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This special service is a chance
to lay our hurts before God,
a quiet time to reflect
on God’s presence
in our lives, and to seek
the wholeness promised
through Christ.

Thursday,
December 20th
7:00 p.m.
Chapel

The Longest Night

First United Methodist Church
Rev. Markus Wegenast ● Rev. Liz Whitford ● Rev. Dave Farina
325 E Franklin Street, Appleton WI 54911 ● 920.734.2677
Office@appfumc.org ● www.appfumc.org
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