
Sermon 02-07-2021 

“First things first…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 
Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 

1) 

 Sermon starts with video of Chris Lading drawing First Church’s 2021 Bible verse… 

 

This was Christ Lading from our church who is helping out weekly with our video ministry. Every year we have a 

member of friend of our church draw a Bible verse for us. On January 20th Chris drew the Bible verse we just heard: 

 

“…seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

2)  

Jesus said these words in the middle of his great sermon on the mount. The context was that he just spoke about human 

worries. Jesus understands that life in this world comes with so many challenges and he doesn’t want us to get lost in our 

worries about tomorrow. He invites us to trust God and that God provides and cares for our basic needs. And on this 

background Jesus closes his speech about worries with giving us something else to focus on. “Don’t focus on your 

worries,” he says, “seek God’s kingdom and all these other things will be given to you as well.” 

 

Some of you have heard this many times before, some of you may hear it for the first time, all of us are invited to meditate 

on it. 

“…seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

Do you struggle with Jesus’ words a bit? Do you feel that Jesus comes across as oversimplifying life a bit? Maybe even a 

tad ignorant or even dangerous? 

Some of our daily needs are pretty serious stuff. Is Jesus telling people in famine-worn countries not to worry about their 

food and water insecurity? Is Jesus telling people who are experiencing systems of racism and injustices not to worry 

about it? Is Jesus telling people who are living in war-zones not to worry about it? Is Jesus telling people who live in a 

pandemic not to worry about it? 

 

NO, he is not! He tells us to get our priorities in line because he knows that we have daily worries about tomorrow. He 

says that if we live out our discipleship and focus on God’s concerns these other things are not neglected but “given.” 

 

What does that mean?  

I could imagine that many people have been bitterly disappointed by these words in scripture. They followed Jesus 

instruction, they tried to focus on God’s work but were left hanging with their daily needs.  

Have you been there – I have! That’s why it is so important that we are willing to really hear Jesus out. 

“…seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

When Jesus tells us that all our daily needs will be given to us – we’ve got to look at what it truly looks like to be taken 

care of by God.  

Can I ask you for a moment about images or stories that come to your mind when you think about God taking care of 

people…hmm… 

Yes, there are great miracle stories throughout the Bible and in history that may come to our mind. But many of these 

stories have a very down to earth element to them. Think about some of those big-time events in scripture: 

 

- Remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they were thrown into the fiery furnace by king 

Nebuchadnezzar? God did do a great miracle, but he did not take them out of the furnace. Instead, he put his 

angel/Jesus into it. Can you imagine how scared the three were – God did not take the scare away, he put himself 

into the scare. 

- Think about Paul in prison, he didn’t always get miraculously released > yet God helped Paul to write great letters 

while in prison. 

- Think about Stephen who got martyred > God did not spare him this fate, yet Stephen got to deliver one of the 

greatest sermons in the process and saw heaven open.   



- Think about Mary getting pregnant out of wedlock > God did not take her pregnancy away, instead he convinced 

her fiancé Joseph that it was all going to be ok. 

- Let’s leave scripture and think about the early Christians, persecuted by the empire, fed to the lions in the arena as 

entertainment > God did not help them all escape, yet their horrific terrifying death has become a witness to the 

world even today. 

 

All these examples are an expression for what God did himself in the passion of his son Jesus. Jesus had daily needs and 

Jesus was terrified about his upcoming torture and death. God did not miraculously take him out, but put himself in – God 

was present in Jesus until the moment he died and even when Jesus felt utterly abandoned, it turned out that it ushered in a 

healing for the nations and a glorious resurrection and elevation. 

All these examples are the power of God at work in the messy lives of us people when we focus on God’s kingdom! 

 

3) 

“…seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

How can all of this apply to us as a church – it is our church’s memory verse for the year.  

Last weekend I talked to you about “canaling.” If you haven’t watched that service (…), please check it out > 01-31-2021.  

A good church tries to look both inward and outward, it tries to care for the needs of existing members and friends, and it 

invites them to help others in the community to be cared for as well. But in a good and vital church we don’t want to do 

this like a service organization that gives token handouts to certain needs, we want to do this invitationally, by inviting 

others who are not part of our church to partner with us in doing good. 

Do you hear this principal ring through Jesus’ words?  

“…seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

Don’t just focus on what you need: uplifting sermons to members, visiting sick and shut-ins, praying with people going 

through hardship, money to pay salaries and maintain a building…yes, God knows we need all this. 

But all these things in itself are not yet building the kingdom. The kingdom of God is built when all those good things 

have a transformative effect. As a church we are called to transform us and those around us. God’s kingdom is here when 

what we do as a church we do it together with others who are not part of our church yet. 

You don’t need to be a member at First Church in order to help out on a VIM trip or a Mission of the Month – you don’t 

even have to be a Christian, but may you’ll become one because you see what Christians do. 

You know, it’s not just that we want to partner with other people who are not part of our church just so we can grow a 

little with them – we want to do this because we can’t do this all by ourselves. 

 

God wants to transform this world. He wants to transform our communities. Do you believe that? God is passionate about 

the people in Appleton, in Kaukauna, in Greenville and Hortonville and how ever far we reach as a local church. There is 

so much good that we are can do - we can’t do it all by ourselves. We need other people.  

Many of you belong to a group in our church that has some outreach component. Imagine what your group can do when 

instead of just utilizing and possibly overtaxing your small group each member of your group invites another friend from 

outside (or inside) the church?  

 

This is how we seek God’s kingdom. We can’t all do it alone. This is how Jesus did it, he invited followers and most of 

them started following Jesus long before they had faith in him. 

If you see your group gets smaller and smaller or bigger and bigger don’t be satisfied with it – invite others. There is more 

transforming work the needs to happen… 

 

…isn’t it amazing how long a pastor can preach about a tiny little sentence in the Bible?! Originally I wanted to share a 

whole list of positive things I’ve seen here at First Church, but I’m going to call it a day.  

 

I want to leave the examples with you – whether you are a member here at First Church or whether you are watching from 

far away or as a member from another church. Take Jesus up on his plea to not worry about all the important things in life. 

God knows. Seek God’s kingdom, focus on it, invite someone to help out. 

We need others; when we focus on God’s Kingdome in this way we are invited to watch and see how all the other things 

of life will be given to us as well. 

Amen. 


