
Sermon 02-5f-2022 

Can I love my enemies when they abuse me? – Rev. Markus Wegenast 
Luke 6: 27-31 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 

coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 

ask for them again.  31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 

1) “Love. Your. Enemies.” For one month we have now put our minds and hopefully also our heart around this theme and 

we are going to do so for another 4 weeks. How are you feeling about it? Do you feel God has used these past 5 weeks to 

work with you on doing this impossible thing? 

Maybe today is a good day to remember that this theme is not something that First Church or Pastor Markus came up 

with. Jesus Christ is the one who came up with it – not out of the blue, but out of his heart for mankind. He desires for us 

so much to live it because good things will happen when we do.  

For centuries and millennia Christians have tried to do so. I would like to read to you a very sharp statement that no one 

less than the inventor of Protestantism, Martin Luther made. It’s pretty poignant and so Luther-like blunt: 

“The Kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies. And he who will not suffer this does not want to be of the Kingdom of 

Christ; he wants to be among friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not with the bad people but with the devout people. O 

you blasphemers and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had done what you are doing who would ever have been spared?” 

(Luther). —Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (Harper Collins, 1954), 17-18. 

“If you want to sit among roses and lilies, not with the bad people … you betray Christ!” (Martin Luther slightly 

paraphrased) It’s the opposite of what Christ did for you. 

The reason why this statement from Martin Luther speaks to me strongly is because I found it quoted by another man of 

God. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote about love for our enemies in his book “Life Together” in 1938. Bonhoeffer, even more 

than Martin Luther, lived what he taught and believed. Bonhoeffer was executed by his enemies, the Nazi’s killed him and 

yet he would not quit Christ’s command to love our enemies. 

 

2) How do we do that? How do we hold on to loving our enemies when they become extreme, when they harm and abuse 

us? 

Today’s scripture lesson from Luke brings this aspect out so frighteningly: 

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also… - Luke 6:28f 
Doesn’t that sound like setting yourself up for abuse? So let me say this:  

If you live in an abusive relationship, if you are being physically or emotionally abused by a coworker, neighbor or family 

member – please defend yourself. To love your enemies does not mean to sacrifice the very life that God gave you as a 

gift. God loves you and your body is a temple of God’s Holy Spirit – do not allow damaging harm to befall you.  

Loving your enemy does not mean to be passive when you’re attacked. 
But then how are we understanding Jesus’ words to show the other cheek when we’re slapped? How do we live among 

and with our dangerous enemies like Luther said? Was Bonhoeffer wrong when he let the Nazis execute him?  

See, here’s the thing. Bonhoeffer did not have a choice. He could not defend himself against the power of the German 

military – no way – there was no escape possible and defense was not a choice he had, the only choice he had was: 

Will I continue the way of Christ and love those who are about to kill me, or will I go the way of the world and curse 

those who are about to kill me. He chose the Christ-way. 

We realize that Christ’s instruction for us to love our enemies, to pray for those who persecute us, to do good to those who 

hate us… goes far beyond the golden rule (“Do unto others as you have them do to you”). Some say that’s a center of 

Christ’s teaching, but it’s not even original to Jesus. To love one’s enemies is original to Jesus and in it Jesus shows us the 

heart of God: When Christ was abused and died on the cross, he showed us how far God’s redeeming love for us 

people really goes. 

Please don’t beat yourself up when you find that you are resisting the idea of loving your enemies – especially when it 

comes to the dimension of abuse and harm. It is counter intuitive, it is counter life experience, it is divine! And that’s why 

it is normal that we struggle with it. Struggling with God’s Word is a very holistic thing to do. 

I want to admit to you, I struggle. Exploring Christ’s command to love my enemies for such an extended period of time is 

not easy and I regularly find myself with this odd urge to find loopholes, to escape the instruction to love my enemies and 

I haven’t even experienced significant abuse from people I don’t get along with. It shows me that I am for from being 

perfect in my love and that I have a lot more growing to do. I believe that struggling with God’s Word is an act of 

growing.  

Do you find yourself searching for excuses when you struggle with Christ’s command to love your enemies? 



I want to share with you one excuse that I’ve encountered a few times. It’s when we say: “Well, Jesus had to suffer 

torture, death, and abuse because it was all part of God’s plan for our redemption – we are not Jesus, we don’t have to die 

for the sins of the world.” Yes, we could say that…  

It was just the other day when someone after a church service in the greeting line brought the example of Stephen to my 

attention. Do you remember the story of Stephen in the book of Acts?  

 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” – Acts 7:60 

 

He was the first Christian martyr. When he was being stoned to death for his 

witness to Christ, he maintained love for his abusers.  

 Read Acts 7: 54-60* 

Stephen did not look for excuses to curse his enemies and abusers. He too, just like 

Bonhoeffer, could not defend himself physically, the mob was too strong. But 

while his body was weak, his spirit was strong. He was filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and that’s exactly what everyone needs who want so follow the footsteps of a Stephen, a Martin Luther, a Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer and a Jesus Christ.   Screen go blank 

 

3) Friends, it is my sincere hope that none of you will ever have to become a martyr. I wish I could say it’s my sincere 

hope that none of us will ever experience abuse, but that is unlikely.  

Abuse is unfortunately part of this life. There are some forms of abuse that can be endured. To a degree you can let an 

enemy take advantage of your kindness and hope that your kindness somehow will be so impressive to your enemy that he 

or she will come around some day and become a friend. Jesus’s example of turning the other cheek falls into that category 

– an insulting slap in the face can be endured. 

But some forms of abuse need to be stopped. Even if you feel you can take it, sometimes you have to stop abuse so the 

perpetrator will not spread his abuse to even more people, people who may not be as strong as you and can endure it.  

In any case abuse has to be confronted sharply, but not in a way that would compromise your love.  

Friends, I’ve talked a lot today. I want this sermon to be practical and helpful, so I want to close with a story that is a little 

less intense than the stories of Stephen, Bonhoeffer or Jesus. Maybe you can find yourself in this story – while it’s less 

sever it testifies to the same love of that Jesus modeled on the cross: 

Suprapto and his wife, Kartini, were Javanese Christians who moved into a neighborhood in Jakarta where all the other 

residents were followers of Indonesia’s majority religion. Wanting to become friends with her neighbors, Kartini baked 

cakes and took them to the families on either side of their tiny house. But their gifts were thrown onto garbage heaps at 

the edge of the dirt path, accompanied by ugly words of rejection and dismissal. The witness of this soft-spoken, 

unassuming man as he told his story and his wife’s story to fellow Baptists in their small church was hesitant, even shy. 

He related that each Sunday morning, as he and his wife and their children walked out of the neighborhood, carrying 

their Bibles on the way to worship, men followed them with threatening insults and shouts of disdain, sometimes standing 

together, threateningly, to block the narrow passage. Over time, the taunts and tension faded away, yet friendship seemed 

illusive. But, as Suprapto and Kartini continued to act neighborly, something remarkable happened. After four years, they 

not only had established several friendships, but often — sometimes each week — neighbors would come to their house to 

ask for advice about their marriages or to seek help with their children. In the words of this Javanese miracle worker: 

“They join with us to patch our leaky roof during rainy season. They deliver greeting cards whenever we celebrate our 

sacred holidays. They invite our Christian children into their Muslim homes. They bring us cakes.” 

This is not an anecdote asserting that one religion is better than another. The religions in this account could have been 

reversed, and often indeed the unkind treatment does flow in the other direction. Rather, this is a true story … I will never 

forget, a narrative about how love overcomes hatred. —Robert P. Sellers, “A real-life story of the power of kindness to 

overcome differences,” Baptist News Global, February 1, 2021. 

You see this is a much less severe example of practicing love for one’s enemies, but it adds the element of persistence. 

Loving our enemies and abusers is not a one-time deal, it is part of a lifestyle, a lifestyle that is dependent on the Power of 

the Holy Spirit, of Christ’s love in us. 

May the Lord bless you as you struggle with his command/encouragement to love your enemies even when they abuse 

you. May the Lord bless you for making this world a better place through your discipleship. Amen. 

 

* 
54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 

died. 


