
Sermon 02-26f-2022 

“Now What?” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 6:27.37f 
 

27“I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you” 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and 

you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

For nine weeks we as a church family have put our minds and hearts on Jesus’ command to love our 

enemies. We have gone through the motions of feeling overwhelmed by it and at the same time we realized 

that it’s the most vital instruction to help us live in and against a culture of contempt.  

I have 12 bullet points prepared that summarize and highlight our engagement with this profound 

instruction of our Lord:  

1) Loving your enemies does not mean you agree with their deeds or believes 

 We can get mad and upset, but Jesus directs our feelings so we don’t fight with conventional 

‘weapons’ of retaliation   

 Some may be your enemies for obvious reasons: satanist after school program as extreme example, 

take it from there… 

2) Loving your enemies does not mean to set yourself up for abuse 

 You have the right and the duty (imago dei) to defend yourself - whether you’re confronted with 

physical or emotional abuse 

 Even if you feel you can tolerate the abuse, you don’t want to enable an abuser to further harm of 

others 

3) Loving your enemies does not mean to avoid holding them accountable for wrongs 

 Loving your enemy does not mean to be passive when you’re attacked. 

 Jesus wasn’t (…) 

 Challenging or opposing an abuser can be a very loving act and give the person a chance to change. 

4) Loving your enemies means to desire the best for them  
 It’s the opposite of cursing them 

 And it’s hard, quite counter intuitive 

5) Loving your enemies does not mean you first have to become perfect 

 Start today and start over when you fail, don’t wait for a great spiritual awakening first, don’t take a 

class or read a book – start today, practice, fail, repeat. 

 “Fake it till you make it” > Compare to putting a smile on when you don’t feel like smiling, it 

makes a difference. But more importantly: The emphasis in loving one’s enemy is on doing it rather 

than feeling it (“do good to those who…”) 

 Remember Stravinsky’s violine solo  

 Jesus calls us to “be perfect as your heavenly father” but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t start trying 

the perfect thing (loving our enemy) even if we fail 

 It’s not normal so don’t think it has to come naturally 

6) Loving your enemies has no exceptions 

 No matter how mean, how evil, how abusive, or how wrong our enemies are, Jesus calls us to love 

them! 

 We are all God’s creation, dearly loved and died for 

 What separates you from your enemies is not the only thing that defines your relationship with 

them 

7) Loving your enemies does not make sense, or does it? 

 Loving your enemies means to forgive even if your enemies don’t repent. 

 It’s not ‘normal’ so it won’t come naturally 

 At the same time, there is a certain power to this command that makes us want to agree with it. 

Someone in our men’s group said he feels it’s not a counter-intuitive instruction. (“…for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.”) 

 



8) Loving your enemy means to be humble enough to consider that you may be on the wrong 

side and your enemy is on the right side 

 Motive Attribution Asymmetry   

 Or you may both be wrong; or both right! 

9) Loving your enemies means to be patient 

 Remember the story of Suprapto and Kartini (reaching out to their suspicious and hostile neighbors 

for four years and what difference it made) 

 Don’t let the failure of others to love their enemies discourage you 

 Love is patient, love is kind… 

10) Loving your enemies means doing the same as God did to you! 

 Romans 5:10 

 Luke 6:37f 

 God has always been a God of “love your enemies,” even in the OT! 

11) Loving your enemies means to swim against the stream of a polarized culture 

 If the whole world is running towards a cliff and you’re the only one running away from it, you’ll 

be considered abnormal and insane. But you may slow down the race and maybe even change the 

course! 

12) Loving your enemies means you transform the world 

 Heaping coals of refinement on a culture who needs it! 

 It’s the best recipe on how to live in these polarized times and to fight the culture of contempt 

 It may seem unreasonable and unattainable to build this kind of world but it’s into this world that 

came in Jesus and died the seemingly unreasonable death on a cross (failure to those who don’t 

believe) 

Now what? 

 

- I hope these 9 weeks have been impactful; a reminder of something we knew all along but easily 

don’t practice when it counts. 

- I hope these 9 weeks were like a road sign: 

- But I hope they were even more than a 

reminder: 

- Because what can we do if we do 

remember to love our enemies, but we 

can’t?! (Share examples of parishioners) 

- Expect this to happen but don’t give up!  

- In the first sermon on this subject, I made 

the sharp statement: There is nothing so 

futile as to try living by biblical principles 

if we don’t live in the ONE who gave them 

in the first place. 

- It sounds judgmental but it’s not meant to be. It’s the Christian reality to not always be 100% in 

step with God’s Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:25) who enables us to do the impossible. 

- Someone was wondering: “Are we approaching this all wrong; backwards? Shouldn’t we first try to 

be in step with the spirit before we attempt to love our enemies?” 

- I think that’s exactly what you’re doing when you are at that crossroads where you feel you just 

can’t do it. When we realize that we struggle to love our enemies out of our own moral will power – 

that’s when we know that being a Christian means being dependent on God’s grace and Spirit. If 

we want to love the way God loves, we need to recognize our dependence on God and embrace it – 

not run away from it.  

- God’s love desires to flow through us and we have to allow it so we can be transformed from the 

inside out.  

- If we do this we will inadvertently notice that not only we ourselves are transformed, but a whole 

lot more of this world and culture will be transformed into the kindness and love of God in Christ as 

well. 

 

Amen. 


