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Without Love… – Rev. Liz Whitford 

1 Corinthians 13 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,  

but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 

rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy 

only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a 

child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, 

I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 

face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now 

faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 

Growing up in my household was fun.  In my early elementary school years, during the week, 

my mom would be our only parent.  My dad, at that time, was a semi-truck driver who went to 

different parts of the country.  So, my poor mother would be in charge of making sure my 

brother and I did our best.  Well, when you are dealing with an introverted 7-year-old, and a 

sassy 5-year-old, good luck.  I would pick on my brother, he would chase me around the house.  

It was no surprise that after a few minutes, my mom would be yelling for Adam to leave me 

alone, and my response would be, “Mom, he’s not bothering me.”  He didn’t bother me, until we 

went too far and I would end up in tears…The perfect illustration of humankind. 

 

How many of us have relationships comparing to this?  We pick at each other in what may seem 

like a good time, and then all of a sudden someone is upset. 

 

Since January 6th, we have been talking about getting along, what it means for us to be a 

community of unity.  Pastor Markus challenged us last week when he said, “If we only want to 

debate, we can’t get upset that we don’t get along.”  We were encouraged to only hate what is 

evil because it is hard to bless someone you hate.  We are challenged, especially now that we are 

acknowledging this tension, to hear one another, and to get along. 

 

We’ve heard these topics: Politics and Religion; I Hear you; It’s Time to Be a Hero; What Does 

God Require; Tension and Heartache; Conservative or Liberal; How to Build Community in a 

Polarized Word.  All of these subjects are important, and can be watched or read for the first or 

multiple times. 

 



Today’s scripture is often thought of as just a fluffy wedding scripture with no real significance 

outside of that.  For those of you who have been in the 1 Corinthians Women’s Bible Study or 

attended this year’s Women’s Retreat, you know that I stress that it is so much more than that.   

 

When Paul wrote this letter to the people of Corinth, they were really struggling with getting 

along.  There were people who believed they were more Christian than others, and there were 

people who believed that because of their higher socio-economic status, they had the upper hand.  

Paul spent, in his first letter, 16 full chapters expressing the need for people to get along.  This 

chapter, chapter 13, is no different. Let’s break this passage down. 

 

Our first paragraph shares with us a very real danger.  We can be the best people we can be: 

attend worship, be in book studies and Bible studies, help our neighbors, be nice to people, pray 

often to God, BUT if we don’t have love as the driving force, it all is in vain.  In fact, a better 

translation to “I gain nothing” is “I am worthless.”  Now, that’s a strong statement.  Love is a 

criterion by which we should assess all that we do.  Without love, nothing has any worth. 

 

It reminds me of a hymn that ties off our scripture.  (Feel free to join in if you know.) 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

And have the gift to all inspire, 

And have not love, my words are vain, 

As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

Though I may give all I possess, 

And striving so my love profess, 

But not be given by love within, 

The profit soon turns strangely thin. 

 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

Our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

By this we worship, and are freed. 

 

But, what really is the love that Paul has intended for this passage.  It isn’t the brotherly love.  It 

isn’t the romantic love.  No.  It is the selfless love, the godly love. In fact, “love” is a generic 

name for specific actions of patient and costly service to others.  How do we love?  If I do not 

love, I am worthless.  Is love the driving force for our actions? 

 

In this series, we have also talked about sitting together and actively talking in our differences.  

That assumes that when we come to sit down we are all able to feel as if we are in a safe space.  

A safe space is a space to “explor[e] our dilemmas with others and listen to them explore theirs.” 

As Parker Palmer states.  He goes on to say, “Our internal conversations are [then] freshened and 

sharpened and are more likely to become more truthful and more fruitful.”  We see, then, that it 

isn’t just about putting up with what another person has to say, but rather loving the other in their 

beliefs and seeing how that can shape our beliefs.  Another action portrayed in love…because as 

our scripture states, “Love never ends.” 

 



When it comes to getting along and loving the people with whom we disagree, it comes down to 

one thing.  It is not about us.  This was the point that Paul was trying to get across to the people 

of Corinth.  We especially find that in the second part of verse 9 through 12, along with the 

beginning of our scripture which we talked about earlier.  That may be the hardest thing for some 

of us…remembering that it’s not about us. 

 

Now, that is not to say that what we have to say does not matter.  That would be counter to what 

we have talked about for the last several weeks.  By remembering that it’s not about us, we are 

able to set ourselves aside while we listen to another person, while we acknowledge the worth of 

another’s thoughts.  The greatest of all things is love. 

 

We are told that love, “does not rejoice in wrongdoing [injustice], but rejoices in truth.  Love 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  We are encouraged, if 

not challenged, to be present in body and mind when another believes there has been injustice, 

not by gloating in the injustice, but by finding the truth.  We are to believe and hope for the best 

for another in our love.  In our love, we must endure when we may be hearing the other person 

and they are not ready to hear us. 

 

Now, this emphasis of love in life isn’t something that we can just decide to do and succeed in.  

This too takes time to develop.  Doing all things in love, selfless patience, is something that we 

learn over time as we support one another in this way of life.   

 

So, what can we do in the here and now?  How do we start? 

 

Let us acknowledge that we are meant to do all things through love.  As we are doing things, let 

us recognize when we are not being love, and shift our present moment.  Let us allow ourselves 

to be found in safe spaces where we can openly talk and listen about things that bring tension.  

Let us know the love that we are called to with our brothers and sisters: selfless love, godly love; 

a generic name for specific actions of patient and costly service to others. 


