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February Memory Verse: 
 
 

 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  
Philippians 2:4 

 
 

 

Super Soup Sunday! 

 

Feb 3rd, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 
 

Join us for a bowl of hot soup from 10 a.m. to Noon in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

Feb. 3.  A free will offering will be taken to support Pillars, the newly merged 

organizations of Homeless Connections, Housing Partnership and Warming Shelter in 

Appleton, WI.  Pillars goes beyond shelter by providing solutions and resources for 

individuals and families facing homelessness and housing challenges.  Through the 

Adult Shelter and the Pillars Family Shelter, the organization can serve up to 140 

people.  In addition, the Pillars Housing Solutions program helps people achieve 

independence by providing safe, affordable homes for an additional 150 families.  

On “Super Soup” Sunday, you can not only enjoy a delicious bowl of soup in a unique 

take-home bowl, you can help make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate.  

This year’s event will feature many varieties of soup, including cheesy potato, chicken 

noodle, gluten free vegetable, lentil, chili, and spicy chicken tortilla with all the fixings 

– and more!  The Concern & Action Team is seeking volunteers to help make soup, 

set up and serve soup and clean up afterward.  If you would like to help serve and/or 

provide a crock pot of your favorite soup, please contact Renee Torzala at 

rtorzala@yahoo.com or 920-858-7725.   

 

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what 

they have done.”  --Proverbs 19:17 

 

 

The Concern & Action Team at FUMC  

puts faith into action through programs 

that address social and cultural challenges,  

including POVERTY, DISCRIMINATION, MENTAL  

ILLNESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP. 

To join our committee or for more information,  

contact Heather Baker at HBaker1@new.rr.com.   

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
mailto:rtorzala@yahoo.com
mailto:HBaker1@new.rr.com
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February 2019 Preaching Plan 

Why Can(’t) We Get Along? – Polarization  

and the Heart of Democracy 

 

February 2/3 – Communion, SouperBowl of Caring Sunday 

Theme: The ability to hold tension in life-giving ways 

Text: Romans 8:14-27 

 

February 9/10 – Scout Sunday 

Theme:  Having a sense of personal voice and agency  

Text: Matthew 15:21-28 

 

February 16/17 – United Methodist Camp weekend 

Theme: The capacity to create community 

Text: Romans 12:9-21 

 

February 23/24 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: The gift of love 

Text: 1 Corinthians 13 
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Pastor Ponderings February 2019 
 

Are differences a problem or an asset? 

 

On the third weekend of January we recognized the accomplishments of Martin Luther 

King and the civil rights movement. On January 21st residents of Appleton were invited 

to a first annual MLK Community Day of Service at East High School. There is still a lot 

of work for all of us left in terms of living out and living on the accomplishments of the 

civil rights movement of the 1960s. I’m thinking of our current message series “Why we 

can(‘t) get along – polarization and the heart of democracy.” It is fair to say that there is 

still a lot of work for all of us left in terms of figuring out how we can get along in the 

midst of the differences that we have. Our differences just here within First Church are 

manifold: racial, ethnic, in terms of income, employment, housing, education, health, 

worldviews, passions,… you just name it. 

 

Somewhere I read recently that our differences are our most valuable assets and 

that in a democracy it is a precious right to be able to disagree with each other.  

 

How do we live that out? These days we mainly see our differences as a problem, not as 

an asset. I wonder if we can learn something about getting along with each other when 

we see our differences as assets; as something that has potential for good. I want to invite 

you to test this. Get to know someone (or an entire group!) that holds different values or 

beliefs than you and see if, as you authentically engage with them, you can experience a 

valuable gain. Does that seem a bit too bold of a move for you? If yes, maybe you can 

start doing it in an individual way: expose yourself to reading material, a TV show or 

online resource that you know will not be your cup of tea (but please don’t do anything 

that is harmful for you!). See if there is value in the differences that you discover. What 

counts in the end, though, is that you find you are better getting along with another 

person - not a philosophy or theory.  

 

 
-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

We are continuing our nine week theme of 

“Why We Can(‘t) Get Along.” While I am 

realistic and I understand that having this as a 

theme for nine weeks will not solve all the 

problems of getting along that we have in our 

individual lives – I do hope, that we experience 

God’s help in figuring out how to get along.  

It will be special privilege to recognize the 

souperbowl of caring, scout and camp weekend 

in worship, all three events can tell us a bit 

about the art of getting along as well. 
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The middle winter months tend to be the 

hardest to get through.  This year is no 

different.  Many struggle with Seasonal 

Affective Disorder or very low vitamin D 

levels.  Even those who love winter may be 

struggling this year especially because we have 

had little snow and many gloomy days.  While 

we may not be able to change our weather, we 

can change other things in our environment.   

While many can’t necessarily snowshoe, snow 

mobile, or build a snow man, we can be in 

community with one another.  Even before big 

times of the year, like Advent and Lent, we 

have many things going on at First Church.  We 

are very excited about our Wednesday Night 

Live Plus that incorporates the whole family 

into a night of food, fellowship, and learning.  

We have our classes that meet on other days 

and nights of the week, if Wednesdays are hard 

for you.  If classes aren’t your “thing”, then 

perhaps consider joining one of our many 

ministry teams, which you can find more about 

by contacting the office.  And that is only a few 

of the things going on! 

Let us support one another through the winter 

of 2019. 

 

With God’s love, 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Liz 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

New Member Oceans Class 

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms: 
 01-26-2019  

 Chloe Grace, daughter of Brandon and Holly Doughty 

 

Deaths:  
 12-27-2018 

  Kathleen Tralongo 

 01-01-2019  

  William ‘Bo’ Dutcher 

 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 – 

 
 

Christ modeled for us the beauty of getting along with other 

persons. He had his differences with people and some of 

them were extremely sharp – but in the end, he modeled to 

us that life according to God’s will is life that is willing to 

validate the life of others, even enemies! So, what is your 

next step? 

 

Truly yours,  

 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

Thank you to all who 

donated and handmade 

items for our hat & mitten 

tree this year!  Over 200 

items were donated to the 

Pillars Housing and 

Homeless Shelters in 

Appleton. In Spite of the 

milder weather the winter 

isn't over yet!  So all these 

warm items will touch the 

lives of our community 

when they need it most.   

Thank you for blessing 

others!   

 

Did you 

know… 
 

Dances for 

community 

youth were held 

in the gym in 

the 1950’s? 

Korean Presentation Video 

Recording 

If you missed the presentation that 

Pastor Markus gave last week- you 

can watch it on the following link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

HbVci4QIaf4. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbVci4QIaf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbVci4QIaf4
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The church facility has gone through a great deal of transformation over the past 18 months with all of the Capital Project 

work that has been completed.  All of the windows in the 1964 School Wing building, to include all the windows in the 

Classrooms, Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, Asbury Lounge, Wesley Room, Chair Room and Men’s Restroom have been 

replaced with energy saving double pane glass.   Installation of LED low energy use lighting that replaced existing light 

fixtures and lamps throughout the facility has been done, including the Sanctuary.  Remodel of the two restrooms below 

the Narthex that dated back to vintage 1924.  The Youth Lounge was completely deconstructed and remodeled. Ceiling 

tiles removed, wall between kitchen and commons area removed. New kitchenette built, walls and ceiling painted, new 

doors, and new vinyl plank flooring installed.  The adjoining classroom became part of the Youth Lounge as a game room. 

The walls in this room painted, ceiling painted and new carpet installed. The entire lower level hallways were renovated 

with new acoustical ceiling, lighting, doors, flooring and the hallway along with two classroom walls painted.  All of the 

window wells were repaired, the boiler room floor repaired and new boiler drains installed.  The parking lot asphalt 

removed and new asphalt laid.  Some work was done in the Fellowship Hall, to include new LED lighting and new 

acoustical ceiling tile and grid.  The School Wing second floor air-conditioning was operational during Vacation Bible 

School this past July.  Air-conditioning of the Fellowship Hall, Welcome Area and Wesley Room was also installed. New 

electronic digital heat controls and steam valves are being installed at this time, with the 1924 building to be completed by 

the end of January.  Air-conditioning of the Sanctuary is partially completed with the construction of two air handler units 

in the lower level of the building and replacement of the old steam radiators with heat convectors with air-conditioning 

coils.  The entire air-conditioning project will be completed this coming spring in time for the summer months. The tuck-

pointing project which is the chipping out of loose mortar holding the outside stone structure and replacing with new 

mortar is approximately two thirds done, the rest of the work to begin this coming spring.  There are a number of projects 

on the list of Capital Projects that have not yet been started at this time.  The remaining projects will be prioritized and 

additional work will continue as funds become available during 2019. 

Thank you for your continued financial support with all of the projects that have been completed and projects still to be 

done. 
  

Board of Trustees 

 Capital Campaign Financial Update 

Total Pledged    $1,712,826 

Total Received  $1,451,385 

Total Spent        $1,420,756 
 

Camp Sunday 

February 17th 
 

Let’s celebrate and get excited for camp at our 

United Methodist Camps in Wisconsin! 

Our services will have some fun camp experience,  

and information about the camps this summer will 

be in Fellowship Hall after each service.                      

 
 

Capital Campaign 

Projects Status 

 
Scout Sunday 

February 10th 
All Scouts past and present are invited to 

attend our 9:00 a.m. worship service in 
uniform and be recognized during worship. 
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Mission of the Month 
                                     
 

 

We’re getting a jumpstart on the Help for the Homeless Hygiene and Cleaning Supplies 

Drive and your participation is not only encouraged but needed!   This will be our 

February Mission of the Month.  You know those special offers where you get 2 for the 

price of 1 OR buy one/get one free OR buy two and save?  Pick up an “extra” of one (or 

more) of hygiene, cleaning, paper, or first aid supplies when you’re doing your grocery 

shopping and bring it to church anytime in February.  Below are just a few of the items 

you can contribute to this worthwhile drive that collects those things not given during a 

regular food drive. 

Hygiene Products:  soap – bar and *soft, *shampoo, conditioner, *razors, toilet paper, 

*diapers, *size 4-6 pull-ups, *wipes, *soft toothbrushes (adult and children), *tooth 

paste, *deodorant, combs, brushes, dental floss, cotton swabs, shaving crème, nail 

clippers, hand  lotion, contact solution, lip balm, baby shampoo, diaper rash ointment, 

hair clips and elastics, styling products,  PLEASE: NO MOUTH WASH AS IT 

CONTAINS ALCOHOL, Paper Products – *toilet paper, *paper toweling, *feminine 

care products, Cleaning Products:  *dish soap, *laundry soap, *disinfectant cleaner, 

*floor cleaner,  *garbage bags – large, plastic gloves, bathroom cleaning supplies, 

bleach,  cleansers , First Aid Products:  band-aids, Pedialyte, pain meds, rubbing alcohol, 

anti-diarrheal  meds, antacids, antibiotic ointment, sunscreen, head lice treatment 

*Items with a star are URGENT needs 

Items can be placed in either the wooden bin labeled Help for the Homeless (HFTH) or 

in the special box also available.  Check the Mission of the Month bulletin board for 

more information.  Let’s keep our wonderful spirit of generosity alive and help serve 

those in need in our own community.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sign up for Scrip Now– and 

on your phone or computer 

you can purchase an Amazon 

gift card which loads directly 

into your Amazon account. 

Use the credit in your 

Amazon account to make 

your purchase and the church 

gets 2.5%!    It’s that easy!   

ScripNow allows you to 

purchase gift cards to 

ANYWHERE right on your 

phone or computer … while 

you are shopping, traveling, 

dining out, etc. Think how 

great it will be when almost 

all your purchases that you 

already make every day are 

earning money for the 

Church! 

Stop by the Scrip table to get 

signed up for Scrip Now or 

email Sue Swanson for more 

info scs003@aol.com. 

 

 
 

Pillar Adult Shelter 
 

Save the Dates of March 27-31 as 

we will once again be serving at the 

Pillars Adult Shelter, formerly 

known as the Warming Shelter.  We 

will need meals to be prepared and 

served on those dates.  Watch your 

bulletin for coming information on 

when/where you can sign up to help 

those in need at the shelter.   

 

Thank you! 
 

Iris Place staff would like 

to thank everyone who 

donated in December to 

the Mission of the 

Month.  Every year they 

appreciate the items the 

people of FUMC are able 

to help them with.  Iris 

Place is a peer run respite 

that offers a place for 

someone struggling with 

issues to go for a few days 

to a week to reflect and 

get away from the stresses 

of life. 

 

 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 

 February 6 -  Lasagana 

 February 13 -   Beef Stew 

 February 20 -   Ribs on a stick 

 February 27 -     Chicken Cordon Bleu 

 

 

 

  

Serving from 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 

The Ultimate Life: A busy billionaire is transported 

back to his grandfather's youth, where he learns that 

the value of life isn't measured in dollars and cents, 

but in the way we treat those we care about most. Stars 

Logan Bartholomew, Peter Fonda and Ali Hillis. 

JOIN US for MOVIE 
NIGHT 

,  
February 20th   

at 6:00pm 
In the CHAPEL  

 

mailto:scs003@aol.com
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Upcoming Events 
February 17 Children’s Ministry Team Meeting Room 316  

10:30-11:30 

February 24 Take Home Faith –  
Family Devotions 

Room 221  
10:30 – 11:30 

Parents, and children 3 years old 

Dates and activities are subject to change.  
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Family Ministries Event 
 

Our next Take Home event will happen February 27th at 10:30 a.m. in room 224. This event 

is geared for parents, and children that are 3 years old.  Learn why family devotions are so 

important and how to do them with your child.  Please R.S.V.P. to Christine Ladewig by 

email cladewig@appfumc.org .  Children are invited and encouraged to participate with 

their parents! Hope to see you there!  
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are already half way 

through our year!  The kids have been having a 

lot of fun learning Bible stories, making fun 

crafts, and learning their books of the Bible!  

This year our focus has been teaching the 

children how to use their Bibles, and memorize 

the books in order.  Even our youngest kidz are 

having fun learning!  

If you would like your child to experience 

learning the Bible in a fun way then they can 

join us Wednesday evenings at 6:00 in room 

314.  

 

          is for kidz in 

Kindergarten – 5th grade.  

 

 
Vacation Bible School will take place 

July 22- 26 from 9 a.m. – noon. 

 

Children ages 3 years old – completed 5th grade are invited 

to join us for a fun-filled week of crafts, games, snacks, 

music, and learning that when “Life is Wild, God is Good”!! 

This is a free event and all children are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 

 VBS 2019 - Save the Date 

 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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Christmas Offering Update 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity! We were able to donate 

$1,818.95 to Pillars and $1,783.95 to Harbor House with our 

Christmas offering. The Children’s Ministry raised $80 from the 

sale of Christmas cards!  

                     

                                               
 
 

 

The Lord your God is going ahead of you… 
Deuteronomy 1:30 (NLT) 

 

As a Befriender, I enjoy sharing some thoughts and important topics that have made a very impressive impact on my life.  A 

year or two ago, I came across a short story in one of my books for just about this time of year.  We are all looking for how to 

start a new year and make changes to improve our lives in one way or another.  Most of us start by making resolutions for a 

better and healthier lifestyle.  However, I came across an inspiring idea in my Guideposts that I feel is worth sharing. 
Rather than using ideas to do let’s make resolutions to be.  “Be prayerful.  Be trustful.  Be obedient.  Be forgiving.  Be 

faithful.  And, finally, be a follower of Jesus.”  These are admirable expectations as we do not know what the year will bring.  

A thought to be remembered is.  “What’s important about this new year is not what is ahead of us but Who is ahead of us.” 
 

Jesus, I know You will never lead me into anything 

You won’t lead me through.  Help us to be a prayerful, trustful,  

obedient, forgiving, faithful  follower of You this year.  Amen 
~ Marilyn Berg 

 
Befrienders Share  

Talk with the Befriender team and learn how you can use your gifts and talents to serve others.                   

Saturday, March 2, following 5:30 service in the Conference Room or Sunday, March 3, after 9:00 and 10:30 

services in Fellowship Hall 

Meet PJ Uhazie  

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music Ministries 
 

PJ Uhazie came to First Church as a freshmen student in the Lawrence Conservatory.  He began his 

time here as one of the choir interns from Lawrence.  As a music education student, he was looking 

for the opportunity to develop his choral conducting skills, so he was put to work as a choral 

conducting intern helping to rehearse the choir and occasionally direct an anthem in a worship 

service. PJ has since graduated from Lawrence and taken a teaching position at Sabish Middle School 

in Fond du Lac as the middle school choir and general music teacher.   

 

It was recently decided to make a change in PJ’s job description here at First Church.   Bob Butler, Director of Music 

Ministries, wanted to reduce his time commitment and the number of hours he works to allow him more free time to spend 

with his family.  In order to accommodate this change, PJ’s hours and responsibilities were increased.  The Staff Parish 

Relations Committee approved this request, and Bob’s hours and compensation have been reduced while PJ’s hours and 

compensation have been increased accordingly.  Along with his increased responsibilities, PJ’s title was changed from that 

of Choral Conducting Intern to Interim Assistant to the Director of Music Ministries.  The need for this position will be 

evaluated on an annual basis prior to the beginning of the choir season each fall.  In addition to assisting with the choir, PJ 

has taken over Bass Clef, the men’s vocal ensemble here at First Church.  It is great to have you as part of the music staff, 

PJ.  Keep up the good work! 

 

     Please check our 

 ‘Lost and Found’ area located above 

the coat rack on the first floor, across 

from the elevators.  We have many 

items: glasses, sweaters, mittens, coats, 

hats, scarves, soup pot, coffee pot, etc.   

Missing 

something? 
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Meet the patriarch and matriarch of the Andres family, Dick and Theda!  They were born at home in Antigo and delivered 

by the same doctor on September 22nd.  Theda is 10 hours older than Dick.  They graduated together from Antigo High 

School.  They were married at the Methodist Church in Antigo with a reception at Theda’s parents’ home.  Their 

“honeymoon” was a day at the cottage.  Dick forgot the key and had to crawl thought a window to get in.  The next morning 

his ENTIRE family came for the day. Dick started as a machinist with the Chicago Northwestern Railroad, worked at Valley 

Iron, Kurz and Root and eventually became a machinist at Badger Northland in Kaukauna, retiring as Personnel and 

Maintenance Manager.  Theda started work at age 13 at Land O Lakes Bus Company in Antigo (before and after school).  

They have six  boys: Jim and Susan have three children; Dr. Jake and Debbie have two children; John and Donna have three 

children; Jay and Lori have two daughters (see adjacent article); Jeff and Dr. Chris have three sons; and Jody and Colleen 

have two cats and a dog (see adjacent article).  That makes 13 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 

They joined First Church when they moved to the area in 1956.  The entire family has been involved with the church.  Dick 

and the boys gave up vacations to install ceiling tiles, paint rooms, make repairs where needed.  They were weekend janitors, 

shoveled snow, unlocked and locked the doors, and they were involved with Sunday school.  Theda was employed by First 

Church for several years as Christian Education Coordinator.  After that she became a sub teacher’s aide in area school 

districts working in all forms of special education.  Jay’s Eagle project was cataloging Sunday school material.  They have 

gone on work camps, Dick as an adult as well as a chaperone for youth.  They cut up apples from their mini orchard, grind 

them and bring them to church for the kitchen crew to make applesauce.  All of the boys were involved in Boy Scouts.  Dick 

is a charter member of Beja Shrine, former member of Tripoli Shrine and was twice honored as Shriner of the Year.   He 

was a Krazy Kop for over 20 years, was “Dickie” the clown and is now an Emeritus officer.   He has been a member of the 

Masonic Lodge for over 57 years and has served as Worshipful Master 13 times.   He is presently the Chaplin. He was a Boy 

Scout leader (Cub Master and Scout Master).   Dick was pitcher/catcher on softball teams until he was 59 years old, taught 

Sunday school, and enjoys working in their garden, as well as doing wood working.  

 Dick and Theda along with two more parents formed the Papermaker Booster Club for Kimberly Schools in 1964.  They are 

charter members and were in charge of concessions for many years.  They were co-chairs of food at several World Softball 

Tournaments.  When the boys were in school, Theda was a PTA/PTO officer many times.  She taught a candy making class 

in the senior high and likes to make candy to this day!  She was the Boy Scouts first woman commissioner in Wisconsin. 

She served in almost every leadership position and is still a member.  She was the recipient of the Silver Beaver award.  As a 

young girl she was in Job’s Daughters and served as Honored Queen.   She became member of Eastern Star in 1965 and 

served the state as Grand Chaplain in 1986-87 and became Worthy Grand Matron in 1990-91.  Worthy Grand Matron is the 

top office in the state. That year she presided over the 100 year celebration of Eastern Star in Wisconsin.  She was on the 

Home Board for the Wisconsin Masonic Home for 12 years and was Chair the last three years.  As Chair they raised enough 

money to build the first Continuing Care Facility in the Midwest at Dousman, WI, and the Mason Woods at Cecil as it was 

built.  She is still involved with Three Pillars LLC in various positions. 

And to think that she had time to make candy! 

 

 

This month 

we’d like to introduce 

you to the busy 

Andres family(s). 
 

Dick and Theda 

Andres 

 



11 | P a g e  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These three families sit in the south-side transept. 

Jay and Lori live in Appleton.  Jay was born and raised 

in the Appleton area, baptized and confirmed here at 

First Church.  He has five brothers:  Jim, Jake, John, Jeff 

and Jody.  He graduated from Kimberly High School 

and attended Fox Valley Technical College majoring in 

nursing, having been a RN for 35 years.  He is currently 

an assembler at Ariens Corporation. 

Lori was raised in Redgranite and has three half-sisters 

and two half- brothers.  She graduated from Wautoma 

High School and attended UW-O, majoring in Speech 

Pathology.  She is disabled but lists her title as 

“Domestic Engineer” – maybe “Domestic Goddess” 

would be a better title!  They met when Lori was a 

patient at Theda Clark Hospital and was one of Jay’s 

patients.  They were married in Redgranite in 1985. 

Jay is a Mason and member of the Appleton Lodge 

F&AM #349; a Shriner with Beja Shrine in Green Bay; a 

member of the Krazy Kops and is a Shrine clown named 

“Puddles”.  He is also a member of a Burn Prevention 

Group.  He is a retired Town of Menasha firefighter and 

wrote a book about his firefighting career.   Jay is also 

Past Assoc. Grand Guardian of the WI Job’s Daughters. 

Lori is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, 

Fidelity Chapter.   

They have two daughters, Ashley and Allie.  The girls 

were born on the same day eight years and one minute 

apart!  Ashley is married to Bruce Wenzel and Allie is 

engaged to be married in June to Ryan Dunn.  Their pets 

include two Yorkshire Terriers (Presley and Mykel) and 

two cats (Maleka and Angel Bella).  Lori is a member of 

the Crazy Yorky Ladies on Facebook and they attend the 

Yorkie Jamboree Conventions in Kentucky. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jody is the sixth son of a fifth son, the youngest of Dick and 

Theda Andres. He was born and raised in the same house 

his parents still live in and has been a member of First 

Church his entire life. Colleen was born in Ft. Bragg, NC 

and grew up in St. Louis, Mo. She spent most of her 

childhood with her grandparents on their farm in Arcadia 

Mo riding horses or in Key Largo working on her tan while 

deep sea fishing. Jody went to Kimberly High School and to 

the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee where he majored 

in Architecture. Jody is a senior project architect for 

Hoffman Planning, Design & Construction. Colleen is a 

multiple blood clot survivor and runs a support group for 

women that are experiencing similar issues online. She is 

also active in raising awareness for Ehlers-Danlos 

Syndrome and other invisible disabilities. Colleen and Jody 

met on Match, and after a month of exchanging emails 

finally met in person. A second date was set before the first 

was ended and they have been together since April of 2016. 

They knew pretty quickly it was serious, and Colleen 

became a member of First Church in October of 2016. 

Sitting together with the Andres family at church on Sunday 

mornings is one of her favorite things. When they aren’t at 

home enjoying the company of their two black cats, Jack 

and Sam and rescue dog, Rayne, they enjoy tent camping in 

our beautiful State and National Parks. Peninsula is the first 

place they camped together, so it was natural that they asked 

Pastor Markus to bless their union this past June in a private 

ceremony by the lighthouse. They also enjoy trips to 

Jamaica and Disney World, where they camp at Fort 

Wilderness. Jody enjoys hiking (Colleen does too when she 

is able). He is also skilled at wood- working and has crafted 

many beautiful pieces that his wife treasures. Colleen enjoys 

genealogy, reading, and anything to do with royalty and the 

United Kingdom. Jody’s involvement with the American 

Institute of Architects (AIA) Strategic Council, where he is 

serving as a regional representative for the North Central 

States (Wisconsin, Minnesota, South Dakota and North 

Dakota), has given them other opportunities to travel as 

well. Jody’s lifelong interest in trains led him to become 

part owner of Titletown Train Show. The last weekend in 

April is the train show in Green Bay, and it is always a fun 

time for everyone. Jody’s parents even help out taking 

tickets at the door while Colleen serves up breakfast and 

lunch in the office for the volunteers and roams around 

taking pictures. 

 

Jody and Colleen 

Andres 

The Jay and Lori Andres Family 
 

(Ashley and Bruce Wenzel and dog, Mykel, 

Lori is holding her dog Presley, 

Allie and fiancé, Ryan Dunn, and Jay) 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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Elizabeth Tobler-Mildred Ohline 

Scholarship 
 

There is a scholarship awarded each year in the amount up to $2,000 

depending on how many scholarships are granted. The applicant 

must be living in the Appleton Area School District and/or be a 

member of one of the United Methodist Churches in Appleton.   

The applicant must be seeking his or her first baccalaureate degree 

from any accredited four year program. All applications must be 

received in the church office by March 1 to be considered.  Pick up a 

scholarship application in the church office or call and we can mail 

it to you. 

 

 

mailto:zookeeper5us@yahoo.com
mailto:Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
mailto:Mwegenast@appfumc.org
mailto:LWhitford@appfumc.org
mailto:DLFarina71@hotmail.com
mailto:Bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:Bbutler@appfumc.org
mailto:Lkorth8285@att.net
mailto:nja9553@gmail.com
mailto:pjuhaz@gmail.com
mailto:danny.schierl@gmail.com
mailto:Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
mailto:sallye.alvarado@gmail.com
mailto:cswessley@yahoo.com
mailto:TomW@appfumc.org
mailto:LHalley@appfumc.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
mailto:Molly@appfumc.org
http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/

