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Romans 12:14, 20 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 

1 Peter 3:9 
9 Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you 

were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 

 
Here is today's scripture: "Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse." It doesn’t sound easy at all. In Verse 

20, we continuously listen to words that sound like a riddle. "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a 

drink; For in so doing, you will heap coals of fire on his head." What does this mean? We know for sure that it is a 

symbolic expression. We will explore that riddle a little. 

Living the words "Loving your enemy" is not a natural way for human beings to function. Forgiveness is not in our 

nature. In some cultures where Christianity doesn't exist, revenge is an honorable action. Don't we find that idea in Kung-

fu movies? For example, when people offer themselves at the altar of revenge; "God of revenge, if you let me pay back 

what my parents received, I will give you my life." And the movie is about the whole process of revenge against the 

person who is like the personification of evil.  

When Jesus talked about loving your enemy, it was not anything people had heard before. It was an invitation to practice 

the supernatural ways of God. Jesus knew very clearly how difficult it is for us to live that life. But it is an absolute 

necessity for the survival of our life, soul, and spirit. The command is the key to the solution of our world. Thankfully, we 

don't do it alone - Jesus provided the means; the blessings, abundant grace, grace upon grace, when we surrender our 

hearts to God. Then, we can pile the burning coal upon the head of our enemy (which means to make your enemy 

ashamed, or remorseful, not to literally burn them with hot coals on their head).  

Are the heaping coals of fire on our enemy’s head something good in the eyes of our enemy, or is it something terrible? 

Commentators may assume that this is referring to a "burning conviction" by our kindness being placed on our enemy. Or 

some may think it refers to the practice of lending coals from a fire to help a neighbor start their own – an appreciated act 

of kindness. Our imaginations are diverse.  

Once, I read a book about the ancient practice of metal purification. It gave me a clear understanding of what refinement 

or smelting means, and it was a powerful and beautiful analogy of the purification of a person. The gist of the content is as 

follows: people of ancient times put metal on the top of burning coals and put another layer of burning coals on top of 

that, so that the impurities from the original metal are melted, separated and removed. Eventually, only the pure element 

remains. The metal is purified. So, in our context, it means the supernatural goodness of Christians will touch our enemy’s 

hearts and transform them. The meaning of “piling burning coals” is the power of love that recreates and reshapes the 

enemy's heart, creating forgiveness, with the possibility of blooming friendship through goodness. Love is the power to 

melt and transform an enemy into a friend.  

How does love your enemy work concretely amid insult, persecution, and oppression? First, it is essential to know how 

you balance your inner world following the principle of God. Micah wrote the concise summary of a godly life in Micah 

6:8; "Do justice, love kindness, and humbly walk with the Lord." It says that we should balance justice and love, 

and it is possible only by humbly walking with the Lord.  
 

It is like a mobile that is hanging in the air. There is a delicate balance of weight 

between the hanging objects carried by a balance beam. It creates a perfect harmony -

something beautiful hanging in the air. If one thing falls, the whole balance breaks 

down.  

 The toughness of justice and tenderness of love are essential elements of a godly life. 

However, love doesn't mean my enemy may use me as a doormat. When Jesus was 

arrested and interrogated, one of the guards punched Jesus. Jesus protested, "Why do 

you hit me?" Jesus poured powerful statements upon the Pharisees and religious 

leaders in Matthew 23, saying, "Woe to you Pharisees and religious leaders…woe to 

you, blind leaders... woe to you..." a very long list of woes. Also, he speaks in 

Matthew 5:38-39, "You have heard that it was said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth. But I tell you not to resist an evildoer. On the contrary, whoever slaps you on 

the right cheek, turn the other to him, as well.” 



 

 

The words "turn the other cheek" doesn't mean that you should be passive in receiving insult and persecution. On the 

contrary, it talks about how you deal with abuses. It is about how calm the inner attitude should be.  

If you react to the insult from an enemy in the same way, you have no power over the enemy. If you do, then you become 

the slave of the insult. You become a victim. It means that you are overcome by the evil done to you. Then, the evil will 

drag you to continuous negativity, such as hatred and anger. What Jesus meant was that you should block the negative 

flow with the balance of spiritual strength in God. Otherwise, the godly mobile falls. There is no beauty in goodness or 

power over the enemy that can change or transform every enemy into a friend.  

Does it sound hard? We don't need to worry. Jesus gave us enough grace to live that balance. By humbly walking with 

God, the power is given to us. 

 Jesus' teaching is to oppose injustice with a calm and peaceful heart and with forgiveness. If you stay in the grace 

and peace, it will change the whole energy flow. The next step is to give another cheek, which means to awaken them to 

what is right and wrong, and to suggest another way of type of connection, that will bring the relationship into a new 

place. You start over, with a new relationship based on a foundation of justice and love.  

You can express it as such; "I love you; I care for you. But if you continue in this negative manner, there will be 

consequences. If you change, I am here ready to help you, to care for you, to love you, and to be with you."  

What is our tendency? When we are mistreated, we tend to receive it passively again and again. Psychologist says that we 

don't want to confront and shake the situation off. But we usually accumulate the burning vengeful thoughts, and at a 

certain point, we explode. It cannot improve our situation at all.  

This teaching shows that Christians should have the power to confront and keep calm inner peace at the same time. Here 

we find the principle of Christian nonviolent action. It was the principle that Gandhi found in Jesus' teaching.  

Those with a balanced heart are like a hero and heroine, who have reached the highest maturity in life, where strong 

masculinity of justice and tender femininity of love balance well. They are people who are courageous, firm, brave but at 

the same time tender, sensitive, sweet, nurturing and caring people. When God's loving hot coals transform us, we can 

change others into our friends. The reason why we exist is that God piled on our head the burning coals of love. Do you 

realize that we were enemies of God? If we do not see that we were enemies of God, we are not Christians. God's love 

touched us. God’s love melted our heart. We became all adopted enemies.  

Let's listen to a story that I heard from a pastor. There was a man who owned a big business. His best friend died and left a 

young son. The man helped this young boy financially. He put him through school, and then grad school. Eventually, he 

gave this friend’s son a very responsible job in his company. But the young man was not a very responsible guy. He, in 

fact, had a drug addiction; he misused the funds in his department, and he embezzled other monies. Finally, as time went 

on, he realized that he could not cover things up any longer. And one night, he was opening and looking over the books. It 

was very clear he would very soon be ruined. He decided to kill himself. He took out a gun. He tried to drink so that he 

could have the courage. But he became so drunk, he passed out. The CEO owner of the company came in and found and 

realized what was going on. He looked at the books. He figured it all out. The man left two notes. One note in the books, 

"I will personally make up the difference out of my funds." One letter to the young man, "If you are ready to get help, I 

will forgive you and put everything behind us." The young man realized that the benefactor had come and saw him in his 

worst possible state. He had done justice; also, he showed him loving-kindness. The young man transformed.  

Jesus came to you and me, and looked at our hearts, and saw the hearts of an enemy; the sins, nameless thousands - ones 

you didn't even know. He paid the cost of sin of the enemy on the cross. He gave us his life, God’s eternal life. Not only 

that! He provided grace to us, which is a supernatural empowerment of our lives, which is also balancing beam that 

connects those two objects. Grace is far more than that. If there is no grace, we cannot have a strong peace that blocks 

the evil energy thrusting into our souls. If there is no grace, we cannot have the heart of God filled with all the goodness. 

There will be no forgiveness, no tender love for the enemy in our hearts. The supernatural grace is pouring and pouring 

upon us infinitely.   

For those who humbly walk with the Lord, grace becomes the ground you step into; grace becomes protection, grace 

becomes wisdom, grace becomes peace, grace becomes the supernatural power of love. Grace goes before you and grace 

follows you. You will be called as sons and daughters of most high. You will be able to love the enemies and turn the 

other cheek …and change the world.  

 


