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Sermon 02-17/18-2018 

Time Is Ticking – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Mark 14: 12, 22-25 

 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said 

to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

… 
22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to 

them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it 

to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, 

which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

 

 

“24 hours that changed the world” – it’s the title of the church wide book study 

we’ll start and it’s the theme of our Lenten message series that starts today. We will 

be taken on a journey through Jesus’ final 24 hours before he would be crucified on 

Good Friday. These 24 hours where the (preliminary) culmination of his ministry. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke each dedicate a full two chapters to Jesus’ final 24 hours, 

John a full-fledged 5 long chapters. Jesus’ last 24 hours have been set into movies, 

art and music, most famously probably the St. Matthew passion of JS Bach. 

 

I’m excited to take a close look at these 24 hours with you for the next 6 weeks and 

I believe that we will see that these hours indeed changed the world but more 

importantly: I hope we will get a sense of how these 24 hours change our lives. 

--- 
 

24 hours that changed the world, and they start with a pretty ordinary Thursday 

morning on which Jesus sends two of his disciples from the village in which they 

spent the night into the big city of Jerusalem in order to find a mysterious upper 

room. It’s a curious story, we don’t know if Jesus made any prior arrangements 

with the person who owned the house with the upper room. The home owner must 

have been quite wealthy but we don’t know who he or she was. It’s not the point of 

the story. All that matters is that Jesus decides to have one last party with his 

friends before he would go into the agony of his death. 

 

Would you be willing to pause for a moment and reflect on that? I mean, think 

about it: Jesus knew what was going to happen. Three times he told his friends that 

torture and death were awaiting him in Jerusalem – he knew it was all going to 

happen within the next 24 hours – and yet he decides to take a time out and party 

with his friends. 

 

Maybe it sounds a bit too secular when I say “party.” Yes, there was quite a bit of 

wine involved but there was also quite a bit of religious tradition involved. He 

chose to follow the ancient Israelite tradition of the Seder/ Passover meal to be the 

setting for his last night on earth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A+12%2C+22-25&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24772a
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(Actually: There is a complicated scholarly debate out there whether the Last Supper was a true 

Seder meal. If you’re curious about it and if you’d like to know more about the complex 

discrepancies between the different gospel accounts I can give you an article with an overview – 

not an easy read…) 

 

My focus for right now is: Think about that fact that Jesus chooses to take a 

religious time out to party with his friends in the sight of God when he knows that 

a few hours later harm, severe harm, was waiting for him! … 

 

Would you do that? … How do you approach the trying times of your life? When 

you know something big and scary is coming up in your life – what do you do to 

prepare yourself? 

  

When you’re approaching a big surgery? When you serve in the military and 

anticipate a dangerous operation? When you’re a musician and the date of the big 

concert comes closer and closer? When your wedding date approaches (yes, some 

couples are scared of their wedding!)? When you’re a student and that terrifying 

examination date looms over you? When you’re about to move to a new 

community? 

 

What can you learn from Jesus here? What’s the lesson? 

… 

 

Jesus intentionally surrounded himself with friends in the context of his faith’s 

tradition. He brings together people and faith in order to go into the trial that would 

give many people a new relationship with God.  

 

In this final get together with his friends, Jesus gives his soon to be church a ritual 

that would become the center of the deepest expression of the faith for millions, 

yes billions, of people. Still today communion is a time when people and faith 

come together! 

 

Jesus uses the structures of his own faith tradition: remembering the exodus from 

Egypt. And he puts it into a new universal context.  

This is so meaningful: The traditional Passover celebration commemorated 

the great, chaotic, violent, holy departure out of slavery. It’s a commemoration of 

freedom. It shouldn’t surprise us that other accounts of the last supper tell us that 

Jesus and his friends were reclining at the table because that’s what free people did 

in Jesus’ time! Everything in this meal cries out loud: GOD MAKES US FREE! 

 

Maybe that’s how we should celebrate communion the next time because our 

communion is an expression of freedom too! It’s a freedom that is not just centered 

on our individualistic needs, it’s a freedom that’s supposed to affect the whole 

wide world. 
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Christianity does not exist for itself but for the sake of the world’s freedom because 

it believes that what God did in Jesus is something God did for the whole world. 

 

Contrary to the Jews who celebrate Passover only once a year, the church started to 

celebrate communion every single Sunday. Because the freedom that is expressed 

in this celebration is so significant and so foundational to our faith. Some Christian 

traditions still honor that (Catholics and Lutherans) while others are pretty 

removed from it (German Methodist celebrate communion only about 4x per year). 

 

The body and the blood of the covenant remind us that what Jesus did has to do 

with our freedom; a freedom that’s tasked to accomplish something. It is to grow 

into the coming of God’s kingdom in which freedom will be the all-encompassing 

reality.  

 

2000 years after the 24 hours that changed the world it is heart-aching to say: We 

are still far away from establishing God’s kingdom on earth.  

 

- When God’s will is followed and put into practice there is no room for the 

freedom to take a gun and shoot 17 others in a school - that is what it means 

to be a slave to sin. 

- When God’s kingdom blossoms there is no room for hurting discrimination 

based on race, gender, religion or whatever we can come up to discriminate 

for – that is enslavement to sin. 

- In God’s kingdom there is no room for poverty. 

- In God’s kingdom there is no room for sexual harassment and assault every 

107 seconds.  

 

God does not will for us to live in these many kinds of slavery to sin. God desires 

for us to live out and encourage and built freedom. 

  

That’s why it is so important that we remind each other to work toward each 

other’s freedom every time we come together to celebration God (whether it 

includes communion or not). 

 

Christian worship has to remind us that we do something about violence, 

discrimination, poverty, sexual assault or other forms of human enslavement to sin.  

 

Time is ticking! Time started to tick on an ordinary Thursday morning when Jesus 

started his final 24 hours that would change the world. But time is ticking still 

today as we have to work on that change. You and I can do something about it 

until Christ comes again and we feast at his heavenly banquet of full-fledged 

freedom. 

 

Do you believe that? Do you believe we can? Let me try to convince you: 
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Jesus surrounded himself by a bunch of misfits, 12 disciples who were at least but 

probably more diverse than the 1036 members of First Church. Don’t ever think 

that we as a church don’t have a vital responsibility to make a difference in our 

community. Maybe we have some Judas’s among us too who want to corrupt our 

efforts of doing good but I have to tell you: I’m not concerned about the Judas’s 

among us just as Jesus was not distracted by his Judas – he still called him a friend 

at the last supper. I’m more concerned about the rest of us who are so very 

different from each other politically, socially, theologically and yet can work 

together in doing something good.  

 

Just because you have trouble with the political conviction of the person sitting 

next to you in the pew does not have to keep you from loving her and working 

together with her to bring about some freedom in this community. 

If God intentionally called a Zealot and a tax collector to follow his son to build 

the church, then he can use the different people of First Church too to build his 

church. Amen? 

… 

 

This year we are going to start the process of building a house for a family in 

Appleton just because we happen to do a capital campaign to fix our church 

building. Isn’t that great? Amen?  

We bring new freedom to a family here just because we are willing to hang out 

with each other despite our differences. Imagine what else God can do with us as 

long as we do exactly what Jesus told his church to do:  

Abide with me, don’t go off your tensions and conundrums – abide in me. 

Let me be the blood of your covenant and see how I can bring you together to do 

good – good for yourself, and good for others. 

 

First Church, we have a responsibility. We are in the freedom making business and 

if we are brave enough, and I think we are, we will ask God for many more 

opportunities to do some good in his world because this world of God changed in a 

mere 24 hours of his son’s life. 

 

People of First Church – you may be one of the best resources that God has in this 

community to change the world. Don’t let a Judas tell you otherwise. Time has 

been ticking for 2000 years – great things have happened since. Great things are 

happening still when people come together and use their time to actually follow 

Jesus, when they love God and when they love their neighbor as themselves. 

 

Amen. 


