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15 O LORD, you know; 

    remember me and visit me, 

    and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance do not take me away; 

    know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 

    and your words became to me a joy 

    and the delight of my heart; 

for I am called by your name, 

    O LORD, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

    nor did I rejoice; 

under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 

    for you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, 

    my wound incurable, 

    refusing to be healed? 

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 

    like waters that fail. 
19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

If you turn back, I will take you back, 

    and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

    you shall serve as my mouth. 

It is they who will turn to you, 

    not you who will turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people 

    a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

    but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

    to save you and deliver you, 

says the LORD. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

    and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

- Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 

Since childhood you have known the holy scriptures that help you to be wise in a way that leads to 

salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus. 16Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful 

for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, 17so that the person 

who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good.  

- 2 Timothy 3:15-17 



How many of your remember the day you got your first “adult” Bible? You know the one that 

had no pictures and was filled with big words. For most of us that was our third grade Bible. I 

remember the day, not because of memories, but by the pictures my mom took. When I was in 

third grade I had stick-straight brown hair, so the night before we made tiny braids so that I could 

have crimps in my hair the next day. I had a fuchsia blouse with a black skirt and a big smile on 

my face. I was so excited because my Bible even had my name engraved in it. It was a special 

day. 

 

The years passed, yet the specialty remained. Not because of what was inside but the symbolism 

of what having your very own foundation meant. It speaks volumes. But what about what’s 

inside this ancient book? What is so important about these words? Why is the Bible the most 

sold book in history? It’s the words on the page. 

 

Before we look at our scriptures from today, let’s think about those stories that have perhaps 

made a difference in our lives. David and Goliath. Found in 1 Samuel 17, this story teaches us 

that with God even the small can have victory. There’s the story of Jonah, which has its own 

book. We are taught that it is better to do what God tells us to do than what we want. Then there 

is the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19 where we learn that Jesus even likes short men (joke). We 

learn that all lives can be turned around by the ministry of God. The story of Eutychus in Acts 20 

where he fell asleep while Paul was preaching, fell out a window, and had to be brought back to 

life. Lesson: it’s ok to fall asleep in church. (JUST KIDDING) Or perhaps there’s the parable of 

the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 where we learn to be kind to those who are different from us. 

Whether you believe these stories are literal or metaphorical, we learn lessons from them. 

 

2 Timothy 3 also gives us perspective into why scripture is so important. Whether or not we have 

truly had the scriptures since childhood, we see the true significance of it in verse 16, “Every 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and 

for training character.” These were part of the jail bound words of Paul to Timothy, his protégé.  

 

As Paul wrote, EVERY scripture is useful. That’s difficult for us as Christians. We don’t want to 

see the significance of the Old Testament. We want to look for the hope, healing, and growing of 

Jesus’ ministry. While Jesus’ teaching points were not easy, there are many challenging 

teachings in the Old Testament as well. We are not called to disregard them as not applicable to 

us, but rather use them to shape our faith. 

 

The first scripture that we read today from the book of Jeremiah doesn’t appear to go along with 

this theme of Searching Scripture for how God wants us to live our lives, yet right in these 

words, we find our foundation, our meaning.  

 

We see something huge just within the first line, “O Lord, you know.” We could end it right 

there. That’s all we need to search for. “Lord, you know.” What a profound statement! It’s like 

saying, “Lord, you know my joy, my hurts, my inmost being, my relationships, my environment, 

my everything.” God is here with us now and always. 

 

The book of Jeremiah was not written in the best of times for Israel. They were experiencing 

captivity for many years when this was exclaimed. Jeremiah was complaining to God about his 



situation. Even in Jeremiah’s hurt, he recognized that God is with him and better yet, God had 

called him (v. 16). We find that even in the despair and tragedy of captivity, God told Jeremiah 

that God will rescue. God will lift up. God will deliver and redeem. Powerful.   

 

One of the hardest things for us, however, is to be able to take these things to heart as we read 

them. If we happen to be going through a rough time, it would be the ultimate challenge to be 

able to truly hear these words and take them to heart. It’s good and nice that these thoughts are 

portrayed through Jeremiah, but when we get away from reading these scriptures and aren’t as 

connected to God as we would like, these may be very hard to hear.  

 

We find ourselves like Jeremiah, yearning for God’s attention. Do we listen to hear God’s reply 

to our cry for help? Sometimes I wonder if that is our problem, or at least my problem. When we 

are struggling because we can’t get what we need, are we using the resources that we know in 

order to find our answers, to find peace, or instead do we focus on the fact that we have a 

struggle in the first place. 

 

Now, sorrow and anger are not the only times that we find ourselves searching in scripture. We 

may not be sure how to handle different situations, be the best parent we can be, be the best 

person we can be. Scripture is our foundation. When our concrete is laid in our foundation, 

scripture is still present to build up the walls we need to be sheltered from the bad around us, and 

provides a roof over our head so that the many seasons of life won’t affect us with fatigue. 

 

Our problem surfaces when we realize that we leave the front door wide open. We have stopped 

searching for scripture that brings us comfort, or empowers us to move forward. Instead, we have 

let the world’s standards creep into our house until they are all we can think of. We are not alone 

in this though. The people in Bible struggled with the same thing. 

 

We are shown in the Bible how to behave and how not to behave. We are taught lessons through 

other’s mistakes. The Israelites of the Old Testament were prime examples of leaving their faith 

doors wide open. They created their own idols when God wasn’t “enough” for them. They turned 

away from God even when they had just heard God speak to them. They knew in their minds the 

scriptures from the oral tradition, yet they didn’t seem to know it in their hearts. 

 

Knowing it in our hearts. The idea of knowing God’s power, relationship, in our hearts, is 

another thing we may not see. There are many Psalms and sections of the Old Testament where 

the writer does not know God is there. It seems as if God disappeared, yet God never left. God 

responds in many ways. We see illustrations of this over and over again. The most prevalent 

example is through sending Jesus into the world, a connection between what God wanted 

humanity to know and humanity’s own stubbornness. From the story of Jesus, we are taught to 

know in our hearts that God never leaves. 

 

When we search through scripture, we can discover different meanings at different times in our 

lives. For instance, there is a spiritual practice of scripture meditation. In this exercise you 

choose a scripture and with several different colors, read the scripture and focus on the words, 

phrases that strike you, the memories, songs, images that arise in your mind. The amazing thing 

about scripture meditation is each time it is done, new things appear, often nothing similar. God 



speaks to us differently in stages of our lives, whether it be the next day or many decades in the 

future. We may need a different kind of support to keep our foundational house standing. We 

may need different guidance to get through a period of time in our lives. 

 

In this season of Lent, we will be spending 6-weeks studying “The Case for Christ.” In this 

fantastic book, we look both outside of scripture in the other ancient texts and the Bible to 

“investigate” the divinity of Jesus. We have heard many stories, but those stories may leave us 

with more questions. By the end of Lent, we will encounter another view of Jesus which may 

strengthen the power of scripture even more.   

 

The key is: the search in scripture never ends. We will always need to come back and find 

something in scripture that will help us in our journey. That’s why we don’t read the Bible once 

and then give it away. 

 

In many different denominations within Christianity, there is something called sola scriptura. 

Sola Scriptura means that decisions on everything are based on scripture alone. Groups that 

believe in sola scriptura include Lutherans as well as other Reformed groups.  

 

When Methodism was born there was what is now known as the quadrilateral: scripture, 

tradition, reason and experience. It meant that not only was scripture very important, but 

tradition, reason and experience were important in making decisions in one’s own life and the 

life of the church. John Wesley, father of Methodism, believed that scripture was above all, but 

that other things needed to be considered as well. When one reads any of his sermons, they are 

full of references to scripture. He based himself on scripture and encouraged others to do 

likewise. 

 

So, surprise, we are going to search in scripture today. Take a Bible that is near you and I invite 

you to turn to page 474. What do you find? Let’s read verse 4 together. Do you see the power of 

God and God’s relationship with us? It is repeated over and over again in scripture. 

 

God wants us to be ok. He wants us to be full of compassion, love, and passion for all those 

around us so that God’s name can be known. God wants to be the foundation on which we live, 

the walls and roof that protect.  

 

Not sure where to start? Start with Psalm 23. Search scripture. You’ll find how God wants us to 

live. 

 

 

 


