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LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND - EVEN FOR ENEMIES – Michelle Kilgas, Lay Speaker 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

 

What a fitting, may be peculiar, scripture for Valentine’s weekend.  The continuation of loving our enemies amongst a 

weekend we tend to celebrate our love for spouses, family members and dear friends.  On a weekend that we celebrate 

love for others.  The scripture this evening focuses us in a very popular message for weddings that we will unfold the 

connection of this to our loving Savior and our lives as disciples. . . love is patient, love is kind and love never fails.   

We tend to focus this Valentine’s Day weekend on those we love, and we probably have similar stories along our path that 

we have felt the patience and kindness of love.  This is not a typical reflection point on those we may not find to fit our 

loving category definition, nor do we reflect on the moments we may not have been patient or kind.  As we dive deeper 

into the context of the scripture, we will come full circle to a love that endures all time.     

Let me begin with the story of Paul that leads us deeper into the scripture this evening.  Paul had spent time with the 

believers of Corinth and was now in Ephesus.  The city of Corinth was a major commercial center of Southern Greece.  

The believers lived in a community that was not focused with a loving nature and there were troubling activities taking 

place.  Within this community, the believers struggled to uphold living their faith in an area that had many pagan 

individuals or unbelievers.  Paul had spent a year and half with the people of Corinth and had grown concerned that the 

people whom he loved had wandered from being Christians and had chosen to be more like their Corinthian peers.  

The urgent news reached Paul that there were problems within the church and the growing contention within the family.  

Paul felt an immediate need to reach out to the church to remedy the situation and focus the Christians back into loving 

each other.  After 12 chapters, Paul settles into the letter with “a more excellent way” to show the believers the light of 

Christ to the world.   

Can you connect with the story of Paul?  Here Paul was dealing with his own turmoil of life with struggles, failures, perils 

and imprisonments.  Can you think of a turmoil that you may have endured where you found it difficult to love those you 

cared for much less the neighbors the Lord has called us to love?  I have walked some difficult paths with loss of my 

brother, loss of job, rejection and struggles of my own.  You can probably name some of your own.  In these moments, 

loving those close to me in a patient and kind manner becomes difficult.   

As Jesus carried out his ministry, he often quoted Deuteronomy; we shall love the Lord our God and we shall love our 

neighbor as ourselves.  We are called through the teachings of Jesus to show love to others.  Paul wanted the believers to 

embrace these actions to bond them together and to help to transform the world.   

 

Love in Action.   

You may be starting to wonder as we unfold this scripture . . . this sounds like a straightforward passage and the message 

behind this is good.  We all want to be recipients of a person who is patient and kind.  So how do we be a people who 

embraces this same call from our heavenly Father to be loving, patient and kind to all no matter what kind of day that we 

have had or what type of person we meet.          

Each of us can step forward and show others the love of Jesus and to help to transform the world.  The choices we make 

each day as we interact with the sharing action of true discipleship is one step to radical love that Paul wrote to the 

believers in Corinth.  As written in John 13:35, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.    

A few years ago, I felt a burning desire to learn more about this loving Lord and how could I truly know my path.  I have 

taught Sunday School for years and have quoted the Lord has a plan for you.  I cannot wait to see how this unfolds.  In the 

back of my mind, I have often contemplated what that meant for me during a long wilderness walk.  I had the opportunity 

to be part of a Bible Study that truly dug deep into the scriptures.  My prayer life was greatly deepened through journal 

praying and learning more about what it means to pray.  The Lord started to open my eyes to see the world in a different 

light.  The Lord helped me to see that everyone that we encounter regardless of how they may think are created by the 

Lord.  How wonderful this world could be if we transformed one person, one moment at a time that they too would desire 

to know a Lord whose love endures through all and for all.     

My hope for you this evening is that you can choose the one that has chosen you.  We have been blessed with a living 

Savior who died on the cross and arose that we too can live.  I start most days with a simple prayer of praising my Lord 

and asking that the Lord enter my heart that I can see Him in the day ahead.  I ask Him to show me to be more loving in a 

world that may not be so loving today.  That does come with its own set of obstacles.   



 

Cultivating Love 

As Kelly Minter states at the end of her podcast, how can we cultivate these moments.  As we carry forward, my hope is 

that you will know a Lord that loves you in such manner that will help you see a world that the Lord loves as well.  As I 

continue reading The Prayer Code by O.S. Hawkins, the book shared a revelation that I hadn’t thought of before.  In 

reciting the Lord’s prayer, we say “Our Father”.  For me, this has always resonated as my loving Father, my loving Lord 

that opened a door that I might see where He used me to show his kindness.  The chapter went on to reveal that we are all 

God’s creation.  

I can recall moments when someone has asked me how I could be kind to someone who wasn’t so kind in return or how I 

could persevere to accomplish a task when I would receive no reward.  Many times, I have smiled and responded with a 

humble shrugged shoulder. A few hours later, the spirit would move within and remind me that I was able to be kind and 

was able to persevere because I was showing love, agape love.  I had missed a moment where I didn’t allow the person 

who may have been created in the Lord’s image to truly know a loving Lord.   

Let us choose together to be determined to be an actionable church transforming others with the love of Jesus Christ that 

knows no end – volunteer for the mission of the month, call a friend, check up on a neighbor, send a word of 

encouragement, let us choose together to see the person next to us as the Lord intended – a created person in the image of 

the Lord, let us choose together to pray for our family and church, let us choose together to be patient with one another, 

share kindness in all circumstances, forgive freely, and persevere the race before us.    

If you will, think about a conversation or a thought you had today with or about someone.  If you think about that moment 

in time, can you see the scripture playing out – love is patient, love is kind, love does not envy, love does not boast, love 

is not proud, love does not dishonor others, love is not self-seeking, love is not easily angered, love does not keep record 

of wrongs, love does not delight in evil, love rejoices in the truth, love always protects, love always trusts, love always 

hopes , love always perseveres, love never fails.   

As the Lord’s love never fails us, may we call on the Spirit to share this unfailing love with the world by first 

transforming ourselves from the inside.   

Much like the vows that are taken in a wedding ceremony, for better or for worse, two people choose to be faithful and 

remain committed to each other.  As disciples in Christ, we choose to a similar vow in being committed to loving others  

whether in alignment to how we think or believe or when someone may not think the same.  

When you choose to be committed to listen, to send a card of encouragement, include them in your prayers, smile and say 

good morning, or take a deep breath to step in to help them pushing your needs aside, this is when the Spirit steps in to 

encourage you allowing the Lord’s love to be shared.  In these moments, the true transformation occurs within you as you 

choose to act toward others in a loving manner, forgiving others, graciously opening doors for others to walk through or to 

merge into your lane, and trusting in the hope of Jesus Christ.    

 

Love Never Fails 

As I approach the end of this message, the most important part of love is that it never fails.  We are at times unloving 

losing our temper when pushed to the boiling point or we are unfaithful in our promises to pick up milk on the way home 

or fill in the blank, God’s love is perfect and never fails.  God’s love is eternal.  This is the challenge that we are asked to 

do for others as Christians.   

When we chose to be patient in love for one another, we can walk in unity with each other, we are able to walk with 

purpose of making disciples for Jesus Christ, and we walk together in strength.   

As we walk forward this evening, may we walk forward one step at a time showing the world a kingdom perspective and 

allowing the world to see the eyes of Christ whose love never fails.  So, let us be more persistent in our prayers to the 

Lord and may we be more persistent in our acts of love knowing they have eternal significance.  We are not showing 

kindness and love for payback or gratification.  The big picture is allowing the Lord’s love to move from us to others that 

they too can find eternal worth whether saved or not.  Our choice in attitude may just be the hope they need to see an 

eternal Lord whose love never ends.   


