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Love, it’s a word we hear every day whether it’s from a family member as we are leaving, your significant other showing 

you affection, or hearing about how God loves us. We see many times in the Bible examples of God showing his never 

ending love and grace. One of the most known Bible verses we hear today comes from the Gospel of John.  

John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life.” There are many other examples of God’s love for us in the Bible, but what does 

scripture say about loving others? How are we supposed to do that? Mark 12:31 God tells us to love our neighbor as we 

love ourselves but that doesn't specifically tell us what love is. 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 can be used as a guideline on how we 

should love others. If we pick apart these verses we can see how it is done.  

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.” 

 In this passage we are given actions that we have been taught since we were children but that doesn’t mean we always 

remember to act with patience or kindness. We have all had situations where we have not loved one another, whether that 

be acting out in emotion instead of logic from a hard day or boasting and laughing at others for not accomplishing what 

you have done. God teaches us to love each other by helping and loving us.  

1 Corinthians 13:7, we see how God loves us and all the things he has done for us. “It(meaning love) bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  

God loves us, He bears all of our burdens we give to him. Because God loves us he believes in the betterment of ourselves 

and he never gives up on us he will always be there when we need a helping hand. Because God loves us he gives us hope 

for redemption after we sin. Because God loves us, nothing could ever come between us and God. God loves us so much 

that he sent his only son to die on the cross so that we could be saved.  

We see God’s love has even more power and in 1 Corinthians 13:8 we see this. “Love never ends. But as for 

prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.”  

The New International Version begins this passage with, “Love never fails.” Both of these testimonies are God speaking 

directly to us for he lasts forever. His love does not cease or fail. When this earthly world comes to an end, God's love does 

not end with it. After this world ends, our knowledge, tongues, and prophecies will no longer matter. And because of this 

we can be confident that these factors do not change God’s love for us. He continues to love us from this life into the next. 

With this perfect example of love, although we can’t entirely understand it, we have a perfect example of how we can show 

this love because of what Jesus did for us. With Valentine’s Day coming up tomorrow it is ironic we are addressing the 

topic of love, but what a great opportunity to. Amen. 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.8 Love never ends. 

 

 

While in High School I had the honor of meeting Archbishop Desmond Tutu at a 

Milwaukee Presbytery event. Tutu was as a South African Anglican 

bishop and theologian, known for his work as an anti-apartheid and human rights 

activist. He was Bishop of Johannesburg from 1985 to 1986 and then Archbishop 

of Cape Town from 1986 to 1996, in both cases being the first black African to 

hold the position. He passed away December 26, 2021. He urged those in South 

Africa who had suffered under apartheid to embrace their oppressors during the 

amnesty hearings of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and 

while many marveled at a process that aspired to reconciliation rather than 

retribution, others were uneasy and skeptical. Some believed the public shows of 

reconciliation seemed unnatural and forced. Some believed that such forgiveness let the torturers and killers off too lightly?  

As Christians we are called to follow Jesus’ example. We have an obligation to forgive those who have hurt us. 

Forgiveness is not unique to Christianity. All major world religions have teachings on forgiveness. “Keep to forgiveness, 

and enjoin kindness.” —QUR’AN 7:199-200 (ISLAM), Forgiveness subdues (all) in this world; what is there that 

forgiveness cannot achieve? What can a wicked person do unto him who carries the sabre of forgiveness in his hand? 

Righteousness is the one highest good; and forgiveness is the one supreme peace …”—THE MAHABHARATA (HINDU) 

South Africa is not the only country that has seen conflict, of course. Every day on the news we see and hear examples of 

unrest across the globe and here at home. The conflict between the Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland is another 

example. 

Bloody Sunday, or the Bogside Massacre, occurred on January 30, 1972, when 

British soldiers shot 26 unarmed civilians during a protest march organized by the 

Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association to protest against internment without 

trail in the Bogside area of Derry, Northern Ireland. Fourteen people died: 

thirteen were killed outright, while the death of another man four months later 

was attributed to his injuries. Many of the victims were shot while fleeing from 

the soldiers, and some were shot while trying to help the wounded. Other 

protesters were injured by shrapnel, rubber bullets, or batons, two were run down 

by British Army vehicles, and some were beaten. All of those shot were 

Catholics.   

 

Catholic Priest Edward Daly came to wider attention during Bloody Sunday here 

he is waving a blood-stained white handkerchief as he escorted a group carrying a 

mortally wounded boy.  Relatives are still searching for the justice they believe is 

needed for healing. Family and friends of those killed gathered two weeks ago to 

commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday.    

In the 6th Chapter of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus commands us to not only love our 

enemies. He says, “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good 

                to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat  

                you.” He commands us to do good to them, bless them, and pray for them. 
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It’s a pretty straight forward message, but how do we actually follow through.   

Meriam Webster defines Reconciliation as the act of causing two people or groups to become friendly again after an 

argument or disagreement.  Reconciliation involves making a personal effort to improve a relationship. It requires 

acknowledgment that something has gone wrong in the relationship and acknowledging our part in the separation that 

occurred. It is not about waiting for someone else to be the bigger person or to apologize.  

An example of Reconciliation came in the form of The Good Friday Agreement (GFA), or Belfast Agreement a pair of 

agreements signed on April 10, 1998 that ended most of the violence of the Troubles, the political conflict in Northern 

Ireland that had ensued since the late 1960s. It was a major development in the Northern Ireland peace process of the 

1990s. 

On my first trip to Ireland in May of 1998, the agreement was approved by voters across the island of Ireland in two 

referendums held on May 22. In Northern Ireland, voters were asked in the 1998 Northern Ireland Good Friday Agreement 

referendum whether they supported the multi-party agreement. In the Republic of Ireland, voters were asked whether they 

would allow the state to sign the agreement and allow necessary constitutional changes. The people of both jurisdictions 

needed to approve the agreement. In the North 71.1% approved the referendum while in the Republic of Ireland 94.39% 

approved the referendum.  

Jesus's sacrifice on the cross was the beginning of God's great work to make peace with His creation. When we decide to follow 

Jesus we become part of this process. This is what Paul tells the Corinthian church in 2 Corinthians, “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through us.” 

 When we come to Jesus, we’re transformed and equipped to become ministers of reconciliation. We don’t just receive the gift 

of peace with God, but we also inherit the responsibility to share that gift with others. As Paul says, God is at work reconciling 

the world to Himself in Christ. And the church is His ambassadors, inviting the world to come and be reconciled with the King.  

Like the examples of Archbishop Tutu in South Africa, the 50 years since the events of Bloody Sunday in Northern 

Ireland, and Paul’s writings to the Corinthians; Reconciliation is key to Loving our enemies.   

In today’s scripture, the Apostle Paul is writing letters to the church in Corinth among much dissent. He writes to a church 

comprised largely of Gentile and Greek members. As new members of Christ’s church, they brought with them their pagan 

and cultural ideology. This makes Paul’s teachings about LOVE all the more important. This context suggests that love, for 

Paul, is not just the cute subject of a Valentine’s Day card. Rather, LOVE is a collection of intentional actions. In verses 4-

7, Paul offers a rich description of the kind of love he wants to see in Corinth.  However, what most English translations 

fail to capture is that all these descriptors are verbs, not the adjectives with which they are often translated. So, these 

descriptions might be better translated along the lines of, “Love waits patiently; love acts kindly” and so forth. That is, the 

love that Paul is describing is a love that takes action; it is not a passive feeling.  

The past six weeks we have shared this message series entitled, Love Your Enemies. A quick story from my visit to 

Northern Ireland in 2000. As part of my trip, a trip filled with tours of historical sites, unsurpassed beauty like the Giants 

Causeway, and a few pubs. My fiancé Sue and I spent about 90 minutes in a black taxi on a tour of Belfast’s murals that 

tell the story of the conflict in Northern Ireland I shared about earlier. In a part of the city there stands a peace wall that 

separates the Protestant and Catholic neighborhoods. On this wall, people would write messages. Who knew I would be 

one day standing in front of you sharing a message about what I wrote on that wall.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us head Jesus’ words about loving our enemies and Paul’s words of action! Amen. 
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