
Page 1 of 3 
 

Sermon 12-6/7-2019 

Advent Madness - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Psalm 85 (CEB) 

 

LORD, you’ve been kind to your land; 

    you’ve changed Jacob’s circumstances for the better. 
2 You’ve forgiven your people’s wrongdoing; 

    you’ve covered all their sins. Selah 
3 You’ve stopped being furious; 

    you’ve turned away from your burning anger. 
4 You, the God who can save us, restore us! 

    Stop being angry with us! 
5 Will you be mad at us forever? 

    Will you prolong your anger from one generation to the next? 
6 Won’t you bring us back to life again 

    so that your people can rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your faithful love, LORD! 

    Give us your salvation! 
8 Let me hear what the LORD God says, 

    because he speaks peace to his people and to his faithful ones. 
    Don’t let them return to foolish ways. 

9 God’s salvation is very close to those who honor him 

    so that his glory can live in our land. 
10 Faithful love and truth have met; 

    righteousness and peace have kissed. 
11 Truth springs up from the ground; 

    righteousness gazes down from heaven. 
12 Yes, the LORD gives what is good, 

    and our land yields its produce. 
13 Righteousness walks before God, 

    making a road for his steps. 

 

1) 

How often do you get mad? I mean, really mad? And what is it that makes you mad?  
- Mad like back in the days when Bret Favre became a Minnesota Viking – that was the 

first time when I learned how serious the Packers are to Wisconsinites: madly important!  

- Or do you get mad these days when you have to keep going back to McDonalds 

because for some strange reason your child keeps getting Elsa, Anna and Kristoff but 

really needs to have Olaf in the collection of happy meals. 

O, we could go on about the things that make us mad… 
 

But then, there is the season of Advent. It’s a time when many people want to be 

especially intentional about being peaceful and keeping madness in check.  

It may actually be the time of the year that is most connected with trying not 

to get mad too easily – would you agree with that?  

 

You may still fail at times keeping your cool when sports doesn’t go the way you 

think it should or when the right Frozen toy just doesn’t want to show up. But for 

the most part we live in a season when we want to be at peace. 
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How does it strike you then to hear in today’s reading that it is God who is mad? 

 
Stop being angry with us! Will you be mad at us forever? – Verse 5 

 

I don’t know about you, but for me, thinking about an angry, mad God is very 

uncomfortable – especially in Advent. And yet this is a Psalm that is often read in 

churches during the season of Advent. 

 

What do you make out of it? Maybe there’s a redeeming quality to it in that you 

feel a relief: “If God gets mad, well then I, as his child, too can get mad from time 

to time…” There might be something to that – but I think there is an even more 

powerful aspect to it. 

 

Look at the nature of God’s madness (it sounds so weird to even say this!): 

God’s anger is rooted in his great care for his people. When his people go in a 

wrong direction, God is not ignorant about it. Like a parent he grows concerned. 

Even the most loving human parents will not be able to keep their cool when they 

see their kids do something that is destructive (Olaf crossing the bury street example). 

 

I don’t want to pretend that I am fully able to explain the wideness of God’s 

character. But what we see today is that according to Psalm 85 God is described as 

a parent who gets passionate when it comes to raising and disciplining his children. 

God cares for them; God cares for us; he cares for you and for me. God does not 

keep his cool when he sees us getting lost.  

 

2) 

And now let me ask you: Isn’t that what the entire season of Advent and the 

essence of Christmas is about? God did not keep his cool when his world was lost?  

He was mad about us not having a savior, so he sent us one!  

 

The whole story of God with us people is a story of him being fiercely in love with 

us to the point that he gets jealous, even angry, when we turn to other gods/things 

because those things can’t save us.  

 

With Advent and Christmas God’s fierce and jealous love becomes universal. And 

this is important: It’s a universal and fierce love that has to be received and 

accepted – consciously!  

God is not an impersonal Santa who drops off a few nice presence for a glass 

of milk and a cookie only to leave as secretly as he came – no! God drops a present 

in our lap that is so enormous we couldn’t possibly ask for it. And he wants to stay 

with us to see us unwrap and use this gift – for this is our choice. God doesn’t force 

us to accept his fierce love offering, and neither does he make us automatically 

accept it. It’s up to us to do that! 
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The gift of Advent peace in Christ is not something that happens apart from our 

response. When we do respond we have a different way to live in this world. For 

example: we no longer need to let anger and madness control us – we can go for 

peace through God’s strength. Maybe not always successfully but always willfully.  

 

3) 

In the time leading up to Jesus’ birth there was so much reason for the people 

involved in his birth to be mad and angry: 

 

- Zachariah lost his voice. That would make one mad!  

- Mary got pregnant by the Holy Spirit and had to tell her fiancé! 

- Elizabeth does not get to be the mother of the savior but instead gets 

pregnant in old age to give birth to one who will merely prepare the way for 

the superstar Jesus – and then die a premature death! 

- Joseph doesn’t get to be a biological dad of Jesus but has to adopt him in faith. 

- The Wise Men have to travel for weeks and donate some quite expensive 

gifts without ever getting credit from the local monarchy. 

 

All these people would’ve had plenty of reason to be mad – but instead they let the 

story of God’s fierce love transform them. 

 

Except Herod! He grew mad over Christ’s birth and would not get over it – on the 

contrary, his madness drove him into absolutely mad actions of murder. 

 

4) 

Where do you find yourself in the story of God’s fierce Advent and Christmas love?  

 

I bet you have plenty of reason to be mad this season. (…) Don’t let your anger 

consume you. Turn to God who has turned to you. Do it like God – become 

human! Truly human.  

 

Maybe you won’t get really mad this season – but I bet you will run into people 

who are mad. Think about how you want to encounter them. Don’t let it turn you 

off - turn to someone who is mad for whatever reason, and spend time with them. 

Sometimes madness takes time to heal and a friend who is patient.  

 

Let’s turn to God this Advent season. It’s such a standard thing to say during 

Advent – but I can’t not say it! I wholeheartedly encourage you to do it.  

Let’s work through our own madness that wants to keep us from the peace 

that God gives us in Christ. Let’s do it not just for self-fulfillment’s sake but to 

make a real difference in the world and neighborhood around us. 

It’s going to be a great Advent that way. God bless you for it. Amen. 


