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We don't think about Mary as the Catholics do. Do you believe that Mary is Queen of the 

Universe and Our Lady of Good Counsel? No! However, I find that Mary was far more 

than a simple peasant girl chosen by God's mercy. She was a person with such a beautiful 

and sweet character filled with grace. She was a person who could receive the great 

message of the Angel Gabriel that she would come to bear the Son of God, the Messiah, 

and humbly choose to walk the blessed but tough road of obedience in her teenager's 

soul.  

 

And Mary's spirit was filled full of Holy Spirit, and she sang the song, Magnificat, "My 

soul magnifies the Lord." It was the song of many prophets in the Old Testament. V 51-53 says, "He has shown strength 

with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones and lifted the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty." This prophecy is 

written in past form. God already came and rescued them! Since the fulfillment of the word of God is so certain, God let 

prophets express it as a past form with the meaning in the future it will indeed happen. 

 

 It shows us God's merciful and compassionate character for the oppressed, downtrodden, lowly, invisible, 

and marginalized. God's heart is like that of parents. If your child is sick, the mother's heart is melting with love, trying 

to figure out any way to relieve their child's pain. If our hearts are so, God indeed has greater compassion and love for his 

children who struggle, suffer, and are chained. God is on our side. I always felt that God's presence is far weightier 

whenever I visit the homeless shelters, or prisons than when I am in the place of regular worship service. 

 

 Let's check the examples. Deuteronomy 7:7 says why God chose the Hebrew people, "The Lord did not set his 

affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples." It was by God's compassion. God chose the thorn bush to reveal his fiery but never consuming presence. What 

does the Thorn-bush mean? The word, Thorn-bush, is a symbolic usage meaning useless people from the world's 

viewpoint. God's compassionate love is there. And God chose a girl in a rural area that is not visible on the map at all to 

be a mother of Messiah!  

 

 But God sees them, and have them in His heart, and yearns to heal and bless them. And when compassion 

and mercy of God work together in the power of God, an incredible thing happens. So, Magnificat is a song of love, hope, 

and freedom derived from God's compassionate love for those in the Oppressive culture like an iron bar. 

 

 How about other gods in ancient times? How were they created? In 

ancient times, whenever people faced social confusion, conflict and war, 

they wanted to have somebody who could protect and keep their tribe safe. 

People consented to the protectors socially and imbued the idea that these 

people are those who protect our tribes constantly. Eventually, they made a 

visible image of them; they became gods that could take care of various 

areas of life. They thought one god could not help all the needs of all life's 

areas. So, there was god's community. There was a hierarchy between gods 

such as upper class and lower class gods. Each god had a particular area to 

rule or functioned as specialists in their respective areas. Polytheistic 

religion was established in this way. The Egyptians had roughly more than seven hundred different gods, as well as 

goddesses. Along with gods and goddesses, they also included Pharaohs as gods. They were not only political leaders or a 

King, but was also a god. Who can resist the power of the Pharaoh, who was venerated as a god? (Ancient gods = 

hierarchical community of gods) 
 

 When people worship hierarchical gods every day, they start to think that the world is originally created that way. 

The thought takes root deep down in their mind, leading people to believe that the people in the higher part of the pyramid 

were born to be noble and Kings, and we slaves are also born to be slaves; so, my social status is the place given by gods. 

Even though It was severely unfair and abusive, people could not come out of this. This theology of pantheistic 

hierarchy lets people accept social injustice as a legitimate thing. It allowed abusing the rights of the people on the 

bottom in the social structure. It was similar under the Roman Empire. 



 

 

 In Mary's Magnificat, we find the merciful and compassionate God, who will create a different order within our 

world. We know that Mary's God was the one who saw the misery and heard the cry of the Hebrew salves in Egypt and 

delivered them through Moses. As a result, six hundred thousand people came out of Egypt, and started the life of 

freedom. Upon Mt. Sinai, God and Israelites entered the covenant relationship.  

 

 The condition is straightforward. If only they were to listen to the word and live the word, you will be my people, 

holy nation, and children of God. Their life enters the realm that they never could even dream of and imagine.  

 

 And God's liberation was cosmic. It was not only physical liberation out of Egypt to Canaan where milk and 

honey flow, but also the liberation of their spirits in the covenant love with God; the unification with God by the 

eternal covenant of Love, Hesed love. (Hesed is one of many Hebrew words for love – theologian John Oswalt once said 

that Hesed is “…a completely undeserved kindness and generosity”). If only we follow God's word! It’s too good to 

believe!  

 

 Are you the invisible, the downtrodden, the oppressed? We have the covenant love in us. We have the name of 

God we can run toward and be safe! We have God's promise in Proverbs 18:10, "The name of the Lord is a strong tower. 

The righteous man runs into it and is safe." The name of the Lord is Jesus. Are you the rich or powerful? If so, Mary's 

song could be a very hard message. We don't want to be sent away empty. What should we do? What is the invitation of 

today's scripture for the rich? It is to be the co-worker of God with God's heart, by seeing people with the eyes of 

God, whereby responding as the Holy Spirit guides us. 

 

 (Story) Here is a story about a man named Raul, who lives in Los Angeles now. Raul lost his wife. After that, he 

spent long hours staring at the yard from the porch his wife adored. One day, he decided to create a memorial garden for 

his wife. He grew herbs, vegetables, tomatoes on the vine, cilantro, and beautiful roses. One morning, he found that 

somebody had ruined several rose bushes with a baseball bat. He cleaned the mess, repaired the bushes, tended the Garden 

as if nothing had happened. Two days later, another bush was attacked. A few days later, yet another one. Angry and 

afraid, Raul was beside himself about what to do.  

 

 One day, Raul found the boy, who dashed out with his cane like a weapon at one 

rose bush. When the boy turned his head, he found Raul watching him. Raul knew the 

boy vaguely. He was a boy who lived alone with his mom; his father had died, and his 

brother was in jail for killing a rival. In that accident, the boy's leg was shot by a bullet; 

after which he had to walk with a cane. When he saw this boy, Raul's first instinct was 

to chase him down and scold him. Raul’s second instinct was to call the police and turn 

in the truant boy. But Raul could see the boy's aloneness, the rage, the terror, the 

futility, the despair that would make a future in a gang a life that was all but inevitable. 

 

 That afternoon, Raul found the boy on the street. Raul told him that he was 

having trouble with his Garden; someone was destroying his flowers. The boy said, "I am not." Raul assured him that he 

needed someone to help him protect the flowers and to help him care for them from time to time. He said, "I need your 

help. I will pay you, and let you plant your bushes, and teach you how to grow other plants if you want. Try it for just one 

week! Just keep an eye on the Garden, and on Saturday morning, you will get paid." And the boy showed up, and Raul 

taught him how to tend roses. Together they harvested tomatoes and cut fresh herbs. At day's end, they picked a bag full 

of lemons and made fresh lemonade. It was the best the boy had ever tased. And the Garden has never been vandalized 

again.  

 

 What has happened in the story? What do we hear from the story? He saw the boy who ruined his Garden. In the 

Spirit, he saw the painful need for love and care through the broken rose bush. He gave the boy a challenge and, 

inevitably, a purpose. We can imagine that there must have been healing on both sides. The boy must have found joy and 

healing from his hopeless life. Raul must have seen the meaning of life through the boy. 

 

 Are you the rich and the powerful? If yes, you don't want to be sent away empty. Yes, there is a way to live as the 

rich and the powerful. It is to be a co-worker of God. If you say yes, it will be a life of healing miracles. However, greater 

beauty is waiting for you, which is yet hidden. It will come to you like an ecstatic surprise like things never discovered or 

heard of before.(1 Cor 2:9) It is to enter the presence of God through compassion. So, what do you say? Yes? Or No?  

 


