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Sermon 12-28/29-2019 

When Is Christmas Over?! – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Revelation 21:1-5 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 

more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home[a] of God is among mortals. He will dwell[b] with them; 

they will be his peoples,[c] and God himself will be with them;[d] 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”  

Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

1) 

When is Christmas officially over for you? Has anyone already taken down their tree and other decoration? When is 

the traditional time for you to be done with Christmas? 

Quiz… 

It’s a terrible question to ask: “When are you done with Christmas?” Because deep down in our hearts we want to 

say: We’re never done! If Christmas is the season of love, the time when we are intentional about peace and peaceful 

living, when we want to slow down and maybe contemplate a bit more, when Christmas is the time to be generous 

and patient – why would we want to be done with it?  
 

God did not make the first Christmas happen so we can commemorate it once a year just in order to be done with it 

again. Should we wrap all our good intentions and kindness back up into storage bins for the next year? No, 

Christmas has to live on, throughout the year – not the red and green version of Christmas – but the Christmas of the 

heart, the Christmas of Emmanuel. 
 

Our world has so many bad things happening, we need to have people around that are determined to carry on all 

those wonderful attitudes that even the most secular version of Christmas promotes.  

There are terrible, terrifying things happening not just far away, but even here right in front of our doorsteps 

– and sometimes even right inside! (evtl …) 
 

I know it’s hard to accept, but even the first Christmas story – the original one, the one about Jesus – has a terrible 

reality to it. Not all was good. In addition to the hardship that many of the Christmas story persons had to go 

through, there was unimaginable tragedy happening because of Jesus’ birth. 

King Herod has all the newborn and young children of Bethlehem killed, just because he wants to make sure he gets rid 

of the newborn king Jesus. Can you imagine what it must have been like for the mothers, fathers, brother and sisters, 

families and friends of those babies and kids that got killed by soldiers of Herod’s guard? 
 

It is a disturbingly unwanted part of the Christmas story. How much I wish it wasn’t in the Bible – but at the same 

time it is a story that puts Christmas into context. This world needs a savior, because terrible things are happening in 

this world. And terrible things have kept happening since the savior was born. 
 

Forgive me when I say it: But terrible things are going to continue to happen. They are continuing to happen – until the 

savior comes again and will make all things new. 
 

Have you ever wondered why the savior does not make all things new already – why do we have to wait for another 

Christmas – the one that we call second coming?! What’s the point of the first Christmas then?! 
 

In all honesty: I can’t fully answer this question. But I can tell you with certainty one thing: The first coming of 

Jesus had a purpose. God wants us to be Christmas people now, before he comes again. 

For some reason life on this planet is important to God – and God has appointed this life, this human history, to 

continue on until a designated (or not?) time – but in the meantime we are called to make the best out of it. 
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It is so very frustrating to see how there is so much bad stuff going on in our world – it is sometimes as if Jesus’ 

coming didn’t make any difference at all. But that is not a productive voice to follow. The productive voice to follow 

is the one that says: What are you going to do about it? 
 

There is so much that can be done! 
 

It is the very fact that the Bible tells us the end will be good, that should motivate us to do our hardest in making this 

world better. In fact: we are tasked to try to make this world the best it can be until Jesus comes again in order to 

make all things new. 
 

2) 

Today we heard a reading that is often read at the end of the year. In many Bibles it has a headline that says “the new 

Jerusalem.” 

It is a depiction of the end of the ages, when Jesus has come again, and the will of God will finally be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. It is a depiction of heaven coming down to earth and creating a new world. 

The whole reading stands at the end of a book that contains a story that is so vile that most Christians, including 

myself, cannot fully grasp it. But as so often, I think when it comes to the book of Revelation we are invited to focus 

not only on what we don’t understand but on what we do understand. 
 

Take a look at today’s scripture lesson. I’m sure there are things in there that you don’t understand. I don’t 

understand it all. But let’s look at what we do understand: 
 

The boat, beach, lake and sea lovers (ask, who likes the beach etc.) may have an initial hard time with “and the sea 

was no more” – but when we call into memory that people of ancient times were scared of the sea we realize it’s 

just another way of saying: scary things are going to be done with. Everyone can understand that “not to be scared” 

is a good thing. [Even my good friend Grit who likes horror movies!!] 
 

“The home of God is among mortals.” That too is a powerful promise. God was and is already with us through 

Jesus now but Revelation’s outlook is even more universal. Imagine: You get to hang out with God almighty, or 

should I just say: with God your heavenly parent. 
  
And then it says: “God will wipe away all tears.” Ah, how I look forward to this, how the world looks forward to 

this:  

The daughter whose dad committed suicide, the boy who got kicked out of his home by his parents, the 

refugee family that got separated at the border, the Christian who got killed for his faith in Somalia, the mom 

whose child was stillborn, the husband who lost his job and couldn’t get out of his sadness, the girl who was 

raped at an age way too young, the friend who got fired for doing the right thing, the old woman who didn’t 

get hired because the hiring manager was racist toward her… 
 

All the justified and necessary tears that were cried will be wiped away by our heavenly parent. Oh how I look 

forward to that! Do you too? 
 

3) 

Friends, looking forward to the time when Jesus makes all things new is giving us hope and strength for today. It 

makes us people who don’t store Christmas away each year but keep living it. If you hope and believe in God’s good 

future with this world, you can actively work on creating a good reality today. 
 

The hatred and terror that causes tears will not go away. But you, you can become a person that doesn’t cause tears 

but instead wipes them away. Please, hear this great invitation from our God:  

Be good and do good because you follow a God who was good when he sent his son at Christmas. Be good 

and do good because you follow a God who is good when he will send Jesus at the last Christmas to make all things 

new. 

Until then you’re invited to partner with Jesus to make things good here and now. If this is the way you want 

to go into the new year, please say: Amen. 


