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No Place to Stay 
 

 
 

Luke 2:1-7 

 

2 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his own city.4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 

5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed [a]wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were 

there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and 

wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a [b]manger, because there was no room for them in 

the inn. 

 

With the baby Jesus, a new era started. However, there was no place for the family to stay. The most 

vulnerable baby and mother had no place to stay. And the promise was prophesied and fulfilled, but the 

new hope, peace, joy and love was yet not fully revealed to the world. This threshold period is called 

“liminal space” (in Latin, limen means a threshold, a starting line in a race, or a beginning place). So, 

liminality means the transitional period of a phase or a rite of passage. This is a very good word to explain 

God’s heart and spiritual principle because the liminal space of our life is extraordinary in that it opens up 

to an unknown sacred space. 

 

For Christians, there is an evident truth that God has everything in his hands, and God’s one desire is to 

have you closer to his heart. God didn’t create problematic situations, but God uses liminality for His 

purpose; His eternal sacred love for you and me. 

 

When a child finishes any level of education, we know the next level is waiting. In our spiritual lives, it is 

the same. It is far more invisible and painful, so we grieve, and we are afraid. Sometimes there is an 

obvious limitation for us to get through this liminality, and also we cannot find an exit at all.  

 

It is like a season of winter. Cold wind cuts your skin and freezes the ground. The sunny and warm world 

that you once cherished and adored is now upside down. The foundation that you stepped on is breaking 

down. Nothing is familiar; nothing is known. There is nothing you can do. It is the absolute reality of our 

soul’s winter. In that liminal space, we often experience depression, anxiety, and grief for the things and 

people we have lost.  

 

Do you find yourself in this space? Please know that something sacred is waiting for you. It sounds 

strange but be hopeful. God has prepared a great promise far greater than this liminal space that you’re in. 

 

Two realities are opened to us in that space. One is the bare painful reality of life; another is the heart of 

God that connects us to the overwhelming joy and peace far beyond our comprehension. It is a mysterious 

space where we can cry and also, at the same time, be grateful for the tremendous promise of this space. It 

is a mysterious realm hidden in His presence.  



 
 

The embrace of God’s realm might not change our darkness or pain all at once, but we can allow peace to 

overcome us until the set time passes - until our wounds and depression are healed in the expectation of 

the sacred promise. You have choices. The choices are that you receive His presence calmly, and shower 

yourself with hope, protection, and provision…or you don’t.  

 

Christians live these two worlds within the liminal space. Your old self will pull you down to self-pity; 

your holy inner being will let you soar high up to the vision of God. What do you want to choose? There 

is a realm where you can enjoy the eternal security of the Lord. It is the space where God’s peace and 

comfort gets you completely through the dark tunnel. 

 

Where can we find that? It is already given. It is in us. Hold God’s word of promise and enter the space of 

grace. And let the word saturate your soul. Do not hurry to find the solutions to your life. At the right 

time, the warmth of spring will greet you with joy through God’s grandiose orchestration. But, for now, 

during the wintertime, hide yourself under the wing of the Lord. You can grow higher, wider, and deeper. 

You will be free in the realm of God. 

 

Is there scripture you can apply here? Yes. Please listen to the Scripture Ps 91:1-4. “Whoever dwells in 

the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my 

refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and 

from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings, you will find refuge; 

his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.” (NIV) 

 

Listen to the voice of God as written by Brian Simmons 

 

I am enough for you. When you face difficulties and limitations, I will whisper into your heart, “I am 

enough.” I will not shield you from every hardship, but I am enough as you walk through them with your 

eyes set on Me. I am enough. I will be your wraparound shield in the midst of your difficulty.  

 

When you are lonely and seek companionship, I am enough. When your heart is troubled over many 

things, you must bring your soul before Me, for I am enough. When the lies men have spoken bring 

disturbance into your mind, I will wash them away, for My Word is enough.  

 

Your thoughts cannot contain the love I have for you. And you will never be able to comprehend with 

your mind the plans that I have for you. Yet I am enough, and all you need to know is that I am here for 

you.  

 

My Spirit longs to satisfy every part of you: your mind, your soul, your desires, your longings. When 

darkness comes, I am enough to see you through the night. Many have found that I am still enough, even 

in the deepest pain. Come and learn the secrets of satisfying grace.  


