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December Memory Verse: 
 

 

Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will    

never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  ~ John 8:12 
 

 

DEADLINE 

FOR  
JANUARY 

NEWSLETTER 
ALL ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 
 BY DECEMBER 16TH  

 

 

 

 

 

Festival of Carols 
Friday, December 10 at 7 p.m. 

 

Christmas Play 
Sunday, December 19 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The Longest Night 
A service of healing and hope 

Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Services 
 

4 p.m. * 
A family service featuring our multi-generational  

Christmas Orchestra beginning at 3:40 

 

6 p.m. * 
Traditional service featuring  

Wesley Handbell Choir 

 

8 p.m. ** 
Traditional service featuring  

Sanctuary Choir  

 

10 p.m. ** 
Candlelight service with Communion  

featuring special harp music 

 

 

*Nursery care provided; masks required in worship 

**Masks strongly recommended 
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WHEN THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS BORN 
 

 

According to the Johannine parts of the New Testament and according to some of the Apostle 

Paul’s thinking, Jesus was the (co-) creator of the universe. You find this understanding 

eloquently expressed in statements like “All things came into being through him [the word/ 

the son], and without him not one thing came into being…” in the opening chapter of 

John’s gospel.  

 

So then, what happened at Christmas?! The one who created the world came into this world – 

in the flesh, as the Bible says. I find it solemnly touching that the Gospel of John refers to the 

flesh-and-blood Jesus as the light of the world. Jesus even calls himself the light of the world in 

John 8:12. I find it touching because this is what he first created: light! According to Genesis 1 

the first act of creation was light: “Let there be light.” God spoke light into being – through 

Jesus, who is that very creating Word of God. 

 

Simplified you could say: in the beginning Jesus created light, and when the time was fulfilled 

he became light himself as a person born in a stable. To me that just drives home the 

significance and awesomeness of Christmas! God came into this world, through his son, the 

one through whom he created in the beginning. And he is up to creating something entirely 

new: a new bright creation that involves you and me whenever Jesus is born anew in our hearts 

to make a difference. 

 

This season, will you let Jesus, the light of the world, come into your heart and bring brightness 

to you and those around you? Make room for him and shine. 

 
 

Truly Yours,  

 

            
 
 
 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                          

CHURCH RECORDS 
 

 

New Members (pictured): 

 

 10/31/2021 Carolyn Andrews (Don Andrews), Geoff and Sherry Hilgen (Dakota, Steven, Cheveyo, Tazanna, and 

   Aiyanna), Michelle Kilgas, Garrett Kilgas, Mike and Diane Knoll, Bonnie Taylor-Charis, and Kathi 

   West (Graham West).  
   

Baptisms: 
 

 11/28/2021 Lucas Ho Yin and Leo Ho Ting, sons of Jason and Stephanie Mok (grandsons of Dave and Pam Chitek) 
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Last year we had to worship with each other apart throughout the season of Advent and Christmas. We made the 

best out of it, we had drive-in and drive-by events – do you remember the wonderful live nativity we had? This 

year the Coronavirus pandemic is still raging but we are able to worship in person with each other. For some of us 

this is not yet a possibility and we are so glad to have you involved through our online services. For others of us it 

will be meaningful to be physically in God’s house again as we approach Christmas. May we all find the light of 

Christ shining through our traditional December worship events. 

 

 

 

 

    December 2021 Preaching Plan 

   Theme:  

       “Light of the World” 

 
 

 

Dec. 4/5 – 2nd Sunday of Advent, Holy Communion, Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching 

Text:  Luke 1:46-55 

Theme: God of Mary 
 

Friday, December 10th 7:00pm 

Festival of Carols 

Masks required due to lack of distancing/ will also be live-streamed on our YouTube channel 
 

Dec 11/12 – 3rd Sunday of Advent, Pastor Markus Preaching 

Text: Luke 2:22-38 

Theme: God of Simeon and Anna 
 

Dec 18/19 

Sunday: “The Lord has come” - Annual Sunday School Christmas Play during the 9:00am service 

Saturday: Denise Anderson preaching 
 

Dec. 21st – Longest Night Service at 7pm in the chapel 

Text:  Luke 2:1-7         

Theme: No place to stay 
 

December 24th  

In order to allow more distancing we are offering four services this year. 

4:00pm* Candlelight service with family orchestra 

6:00pm* Candlelight service with bells 

8:00pm** Candlelight service with choir 

10:00pm** Candlelight service with Holy Communion and harp 

*Nursery care provided; masks required in worship 

**Masks strongly recommended 
 

Sunday, Dec. 26th (no Saturday service this weekend, merry Christmas!), Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching 

Text: Luke 2:8-20        

Theme: Peace on earth 

 
 
     

Preaching Plan
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Advent Bible Study 

 

Hello Friends!  

 

We are entering the Advent season. I chose an Advent study that all groups can use to prepare for 

the season. As announced, the title is Light of the World, by Amy Jill Levine. Our study book is a 

very interesting book, since the author is not a Christian! She is Jewish. However, she spent more 

than half century studying the New Testament, taught at Vanderbilt Divinity School, and in Rome at 

the pontifical Biblical Institute as a first-time Jewish scholar. Our Christianity is rooted in the 

Jewish tradition. Amy’s Jewish heritage will give us much learning and open our eyes in diverse 

ways and will deepen our understanding of the Bible. 

 

The first chapter tells us the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. The opening, which details 

Zechariah’s encounter with an angel, will make us smile, and explores the old stories of those who 

suffered from infertility, like Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, and other couples.  

 

The second chapter, “The Promise of Potential,” begins with Gabriel’s startling news about Mary’s 

pregnancy by the Holy Spirit. The amazing news was about a Messiah, whom the Jews had awaited 

the arrival of for a long time. Mary met with Elizabeth and sang the song “Magnificat”, which was 

quite revolutionary. The song was in the same spirit with the one Miriam, Deborah, and Hanna had 

sung in their time; but Mary sang it in a new way. The song still sends great insight for our time, 

too.  

 

In the third chapter, “The Journey to Joy,” we accompany Joseph and Mary from Nazareth in 

Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. After Jesus’ birth, they meet Simeon and Anne in the temple; they 

were two elderly Jews who had been awaiting the arrival of the Messiah for a long time. Amy 

interprets this event in a nice scholarly way. 

 

The fourth chapter talks about Gentiles, and the title is “The Gifts of the Gentiles.” At the beginning 

of Matthew’s genealogy, we find several gentiles who join as Abrahams’ descendants: Tamar, 

Rehab, Ruth, and then perhaps Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. And after the birth of Jesus, we meet 

the Magi again, who came from a land far away. 

 

The perspective is broader than other Advent series. The book sends us freshness in understanding 

the historical and cultural depth that uniquely comes from Jewish heritage and her scholastic 

virtuosity. Please mark the advent study in You Can Count on Me and join! 

 

Wishing you a meaningful Advent season and Merry Christmas! 

Grace and Joy 

 

Grace and Joy, 

 

 

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

  

Please pick up our special Church Advent Devotional with 

devotions from several of our members! 

You can pick them up at the Welcome Desk, brochure racks 

and in the church office. 
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Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services provides support to children and their families to 

enhance the overall mission to improve the health status of children throughout Wisconsin. They offer a variety of 

resources and programs for children, parents, health care providers, caregivers, teachers, law enforcement and other 

community agencies in order to increase the safety and well-being of their children from birth through adolescence. Fox 

Valley Child Advocacy Center is a safe place for children who may have been neglected or abused, and provides resources 

to help children and their families heal.  Fox Valley Treatment Foster Care Program is home-based care for children and 

adolescents who have experienced significant trauma in their lives.  Connections with healthy adults in a family setting help 

children heal.   

As our mission of the month, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services is in need of the 

following: Sensory Objects; safe to chew jewelry (aka Chewlry), moon/kinetic sand, slime, Play Doh, stress balls, hand-

held fidgets,  Games and Crafts (all ages/noncompetitive); glitter/gel pens, markers/crayons/colored pencils, 

activity/coloring books, puzzles. Outdoor; bubbles, sidewalk chalk, lawn toys. Action Figures, Lego Sets, Lincoln Logs, 

Cars, Paw Patrol, Barbie’s/Dolls, Frozen, All Levels of Reading Books, Movies for Young Children, Self-Care Items; Bath 

bombs, fun cups/water bottles (both genders), notebooks/journals, nail polish (young and teen),  Gift Cards; itunes, movie 

vouchers, passes to Children’s Museum, gift cards to Badger Sports, Zoo, etc., Due to Covid 19, all items must be new. 

Please consider making a donation to this worthy organization. Donated items may be placed in the bin located next to the 

Wesley Room beginning December 1st. Any questions should be directed to Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 470-8584) of 

the Mission Team. Thank you for your generous efforts! 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local community?  Does 

your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  Each month, First Church will provide 

opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout our local 

community.   
 

On November 18th, 16 First Church volunteers provided delicious chili and toppings, salad, bread, and 

dessert for the residents of the Pillars Adult Shelter.  About 60 people were able to enjoy a warm and 

hearty meal that evening. 
 

Upcoming opportunities include FEEDING AMERICA as well as the continuing opportunity with RUBY’S 

PANTRY. 
 

 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin is the leading hunger relief organization in the state.  Together with 

a network of more than 400 member organizations, they provide food to more than 400,000 people each 

year.  On Friday, December 10 from 1 – 3 pm we will be sorting donated food items at Feeding America’s 

warehouse at 2911 W. Evergreen Drive in Appleton.  We’ll be able to have a group of up to 10 people.  

Volunteers must be at least 10 years old.  Click [here] to sign-up or go on the church website 

(appfumc.org) to volunteer on December 10.  Sign-up deadline is December 3. 
 

Opportunities to volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry will be the first Tuesday of each month at First English 

Lutheran. All volunteers for Ruby’s Pantry need to register at https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-

volunteer . Be sure to enter Appleton, WI as your primary location, and indicate that you are part of a First 

United Methodist Church group, with Donna Frick as Contact Person.  The volunteer coordinator from 

First English will be in contact to confirm your participation. 

 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities, please contact 

Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com  

 

https://appfumc.org/feeding_america
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
mailto:randpdodge@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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The Christmas Season is a wonderful time of the year! It is full of beautiful traditions that bring childlike 

wonder to all of us! It is a time when we treasure our most priceless gift- the miracle that Christ was sent as 

a newborn babe over 2,000 years ago to bring us the message of peace and good will. John 3:16 says “For 

God so loved the world that he gave His only son.” As we celebrate the beauty of the season, let’s also try 

to grow a genuine closeness to Jesus and keep Him at the center of all that we do. 

 

The children in Sunday School have been busy practicing for the Christmas play, learning new songs in 

Children’s Choir and participating in fun, service projects on Wednesday evenings! We are slowly coming 

back to a feeling of normalcy in our children’s programs, but are continuing to take appropriate Covid 

safeguard measures to ensure the health and safety of all of our children.  

 

On Wednesday, December 8, we will be having a special Acolyte training session for all children grades 3-5 who 

wish to be Acolytes! If your child would like to participate in serving as an Acolyte, please contact us and we will 

make sure that they are trained! This is a wonderful and unique way in which children can begin serving Christ! 

 

I am excited to announce that in January, we will start a new Wednesday night program called Pioneer Club! This 

is a wonderful program for children in grades K-5, which is fun and interactive! Similar to scouting programs, the 

children will earn badges from numerous skill categories all helping train children to follow Christ in every aspect 

of life. In addition, we will be having regular Awards Ceremonies for families to attend and support their children. 

It will be a lot of fun for everyone involved! 

 

We have so many things to look forward to as we end 2021! I am so grateful to be a part of First United Methodist 

Church and look forward to meeting more of you soon! I wish you a very blessed Christmas! 

 

With Love in Christ, 

 

Miss Debbie 

 
 
 
   

December Calendar- 

 

Dec.1-  Wednesday Night Activity- 6:00-7:30 pm Gr.K-5- Rm. 314 

 

Dec. 5-  Sunday School-9:00-10:00 am- Ages 3- Gr. 5- Starts in Rm. 314 

              Sonshine Children’s Choir- 10:00-10:30 am- Gr. K-5- Rm. 317 

              Christmas play rehearsal- 10:30 am-Speaking parts only- 

 Sanctuary 

 

Dec. 8-  Wednesday Night Activity- 6:00-7:30 pm- Gr. K-5- Rm 314 

               Acolyte Training-6:00-6:30 pm- Gr. 3-5 

 

Dec. 12-  Sunday School- 9:00-10:00 am- Ages 3- Gr. 5- Rm. 314 

               Sonshine Children’s Choir- 10:00-10:30 am- Gr. K-5- Rm. 317 

               Christmas play rehearsal-10:30 am- Speaking parts only- 

 Sanctuary 

 

Dec. 15- Wednesday Night Activity- 6:00-7:30 pm- Gr. K-5- Rm. 314 

 

Dec. 18- Christmas play rehearsal- All Cast/ All Children 

 

Dec. 19- Christmas play- 8:15 am – All children should be at the church 

 before Worship Service 

 

Dec. 20- Jan. 1- Christmas Break 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE- 

 
9:00-9:15-  Rm 314- All children PreK-5th 

 grade- for Opening  

 

9:15-9:55-  Divide for classes 

Rm. 219- Sunbeams- PreK 

Rm.221- Stars- K-2 grade 

Rm. 224-  Seekers- Gr. 3-5 

 

9:55-10:25- Children’s Choir Rm. 317 -  

  Grades K-5 

 

Sunbeam children are picked up by parents 

in Rm. 219 at 10:00 
 

Children Grades K-5 are escorted to Coffee 

Fellowship by teachers at 10:25 
 

(If children need to leave earlier, parents can 

sign them out in Rm. 317  

(Children’s Choir Room) 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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2021 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2021 

 

First Church continues to remain in a good financial position due to the blessings of our faithful congregation!  At this time, 

we have received nearly $45,000 more income than budgeted.  We are finally near fully staffed, however our spending 

remains below budget due to the months when we were missing some staff.  Thank you for all you do to keep the Church 

active.  We are blessed with your generosity. 
 

 

Total Income             October 52,426                Year to Date  $756,270 

Budgeted Income      October $55,601              Year to Date  $711,518 

   Total Expenses          October $58,456              Year to Date  $604,563* 

*The reduced expenditure is mainly due to vacancies in staff positions during the beginning months of the year 

 

Holiday Shopping with Scrip 

 

It is not too soon to start planning for your holiday Scrip needs!  Entertaining for the holidays? We have gift cards for 

almost any grocery store that you shop at!!!   Gift giving for Christmas?   We can get gift cards to almost anywhere your 

loved ones shop!   Need a little something for that teacher, co-worker, boss, stocking stuffer or Secret Santa?  Scrip has got 

you covered!   Do you love Amazon?  We even have gift cards for that!!!  Stop by at any worship service to pick up or 

order cards for all your needs!   Scrip has already donated $4,000 to the church this year through your purchases!   Help us 

reach the goal of $10,000 by simply purchasing gift cards through First Church!!! 

 

 
 

Together we are the body of Christ: through our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and 

Witness  - - that is the theme of our 2022 Stewardship Campaign.  In the past few weeks 

you should have received your Pledge Card in the mail.  Almost 150 of you have already 

returned those cards and for that we say THANK YOU!!! Throughout this year, First 

Church has remained vital and active and that is how we plan to approach 2022; with the 

very best ministry intentions!   If you have not already done so, please prayerfully consider 

your discipleship and financial intentions and return your pledge card by dropping it off in 

worship, mailing to the church office, or emailing to Lhalley@appfumc.org .  Thank you for 

your continual support of First Church.  Your pledges allow us to make a difference to our 

members, our community, and throughout our world. 

 

STEWARDSHIP FOCUS UPDATE 

Kudos to First Church for the wonderful support of the September Mission of the 

Month in providing personal hygiene supplies for our Living Waters Congolese 

congregation friends. We outdid ourselves in the generous donations of over 750 

individual diapers, 54 individual rolls of toilet paper, 8 facial tissue packages, 17 paper 

towel rolls, 16 packages of feminine pads, 17 toothpastes and 38 toothbrushes, 36 soap 

bars, 28 baby wet wipes, and many miscellaneous items such as laundry detergent, 

shampoo, deodorant, and dishwashing liquid. Thank you, thank you, thank you from 

the Mission Ministry Team. 

mailto:Lhalley@appfumc.org
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The Library will again be doing a Gift Tree this year It will be located outside 

Fellowship Hall near the coat racks. There will be envelopes on the tree with 

the name of a book or DVD and the cost to purchase it. Inside the envelope 

will be a card. You may honor someone with this purchase or it may be in 

memory of someone. Please put your name as the donor. We put book plates 

in the items with all this information. This is a great way to remember 

someone and it helps the Library update its collection. Thank you so much. 

  

 Ways to Spread the Christmas Spirit 
 

Your Chancel Team has been hard at work planning a beautiful backdrop for all of 

us to worship the coming of our Savior this season.  We look forward to poinsettias 

being a beautiful addition to our décor, and when making a donation, you will be 

able to designate whether it be “in honor of” or “in memory of” a friend or family 

member.  These will be listed in the bulletin on December 18/19.  However, when 

you make your donation, it will not be toward one individual plant. There will not be 

one plant for each donor to take home in January.  The Chancel Team will select the 

number of plants that will enhance our worship space, and the remaining funds will 

be put toward the chancel fund for further enhancing our church in future holidays. 

There also is another option for your Christmas giving, and that is to World Relief 

Fox Valley. 

Thank you for your generosity in purchasing poinsettias, giving to our chancel fund 

and/or World Relief Fox Valley. 

If there are any questions or concerns, please call Leigh Stormer at 920-427-1442. 

Deadline for donations is December 13th.  All checks can be made payable to 

“FUMC”.   Please watch the December church bulletins for the insert or you can call 

the church office (734-2677). 
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Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

Searching for God’s truth in Pixar      
Movies! Youth in Grades 6-12 are      
invited to the Youth Lounge on    

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm.  

January 21-23, 2022 
Cost: $75 

Lake Lucerne in Neshkoro, WI 

 
White Elephant Gift and  

Ugly Christmas Sweater Party  
Wednesday, December 22   

at 6:00—7:30 pm.  
FOOD, PRIZES, AND MORE! 
  
  

The Retreat is a chance for Youth in grades 6-12 to connect in community at 
camp while enjoying winter activities, indoor large group games, camp-style 

Worship, and faith exploration.  

Thank you to the Youth who 
joined our Annual Operation 

Christmas Child Gift Box Packing 
Event on November 10. 

We gave a total of 108 boxes! 
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REMINDER OF OUR CHURCH WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY: 

 

If the Appleton Area School District cancels for the day or cancels 

evening activities ALL First United Methodist Church Activities will 

be cancelled. This includes:  

Youth Ministries, Children’s Ministries, Choirs, Adult Education, 

Wednesday Night Dinner, Childcare, etc.… 

We typically do not cancel church worship services. However, if we 

do we will put it on a local TV station, WBAY.   

 Please use your own judgement and stay safe this winter. 

    
 

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS AND THE CORONAVIRUS 
 

 

With potentially having more people attend our sacred December worship events and a pandemic still being in effect we had 

to take a fresh look at our current coronavirus protocols. Here is what we hope to be reasonable measures to provide both 

relative safety and deeply meaningful events: 

 

Festival of Carols: 

 

- The dress rehearsal is open to be attended and social distancing is maintained (every other pew blocked off) 

- The Friday night event will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel. 

- Masks will be required for the event, there will be no social distancing guaranteed, pews are not blocked off. 

 

Christmas Eve: 

 

- For the 4pm and 6pm services masks will be required, every other pew is blocked off, there is overflow seating in 

 Fellowship Hall and Asbury Lounge 

- For the 8pm and 10pm services masks are strongly recommended, every other pew is blocked off, there is overflow 

 seating in Fellowship Hall and Asbury Lounge. 

- The 6:00pm service will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel and is also available as a recording following the     

 service. 

 

 

All other worship events will continue our previous protocol: masks strongly recommended and every other pew blocked off 

in the sanctuary. The Sunday 9am services will be livestreamed and are available as recording following the services. Please 

continue to be intentional about your interactions with children and other vulnerable people. 
 

 

Please join us for the 

First United Methodist  

Softball Team 

Chili Dinner 

on December 10th 

at 5:00 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall before enjoying 

Festival of Carols. 
 

The price is  

$6/individual and $13/family.   

The menu is chili, salad, hot dogs, chips, and dessert 
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First Church continues the All Church Study at many times throughout the 

week. If you haven’t signed up for a class you can still do that by calling 

the church office or going on our website (appfumc.org). Books are 

available in the church office for $5/each.  
 

In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author, professor, and 

biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the 

story of the birth of Jesus. Join her as she traces the Christmas narrative 

through the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to 

Bethlehem, and the visit from the Magi. These stories open conversations 

around connections of the Gospel stories to the Old Testament, the role of 

women in first-century Jewish culture, the importance of Mary’s visitation 

and the revolutionary implications of Mary’s Magnificat, the census and 

the stable, and the star of Bethlehem and the flight to Egypt. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH ADVENT STUDY 

 

 
 

PRAYER MEETINGS WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG 

What a privilege that we can pray to God! When two or three gather together, God said I will be with you. If you 

can pray as God wants us, you will own what God owns.  Let’s find joy in prayer and see the miracles that God 

works in our lives. Mondays at 6:00pm meet in Asbury Lounge.  Please note that the 2nd Monday of the month- 

the prayer meeting will be at 7pm in Fellowship Hall. 

 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUP- CALLED 

In this six week study, discover how these people, Abraham, Samuel, Esther, Jonah, Mary Magdalene, and the 

beloved disciple,   were called by God to serve.  Author Adam Hamilton helps participants realize how the 

callings of unlikely people are to people like us.  The same God calls us, to bring hope and transformation to the 

world. Facilitators are Kathi West and Cynthia Whitely. Meet in Asbury Lounge, 11:15-12:30. January 12-

February 16.  

 

TAI CHI WITH JOSÉ CONCEPCIÓN 

Tai Chi is a moving mediation practiced mostly for stress reduction, strength and balance. Tai Chi strengthens the 

natural connections between the body and mind’s muscular connections, and helps breathing and circulation. 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the Gym  

 

MEDITATION WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG  
This session is about Christian soaking meditation with the word of God. Be nourished by being anchored in the 

unshakable Father’s love. It will bring your heart home in the world where you don’t find peace. 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm meet in Asbury Lounge 

 

RACISM AND OPPRESSION WORKSHOP 

Are you interested in continuing conversations about racism and how we can help in our church community and 

beyond? Then join us on Sunday, January 30th from 11:30-2:30 in the Asbury Lounge (light lunch will be 

provided). Reverend Afi Dobbins-Mays will lead us in this important workshop. She serves 2 UMC 

congregations in Milwaukee and is a passionate community leader and humanitarian. We will learn more about 

the cycle of socialization and how we can impact our own community's change. 

 

LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION COMING ON WNL PLUS IN JANUARY! 

 

Looking into January… 
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Sunday, December 19th at 

9 a.m. Worship Service 

 

THE COOKIE WALK RETURNS 

 

Nothing quite captures the Christmas season like...COOKIES!   

 

Just imagine tables full of iced cut outs, gingerbread, fudge, and everything delicious in 

between.  After a year off, the Annual Cookie Walk is back!  On Sunday, December 19th, you can 

be a part of this delicious cause.  How? 

 Bake!  The Youth Ministries will accept baked donations in the kitchen Saturday, 

December 18, between 8 am-Noon or Sunday, December 19 before 8 am.  Iced cookies 

sugar cookies, decorated gingerbread, fudge, Hershey kiss cookies, and unique Christmas 

cookies are the best sellers.  

 Buy!  Christmas cookies can be purchased for $8 per pound between 8-11 am on Sunday, 

December 19, in the fellowship hall. 

 

All proceeds will help offset future FUMC Youth Ministries Opportunities. 

Tuesday, December 21st  

at 7pm in the Chapel 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

                                                                                                            
 
  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl will meet 

December 16th 1p-3p in  

Asbury Lounge.  
 

 

 
 
With the cooler weather upon us, reaching for those warm 

gloves before we leave the house is a great feeling! Think 

of those who don't have them at all!   

A coat pocket is a poor substitute for mittens.   

Once again we will have the hat and mitten tree located 

near the Fellowship Hall for you to place new and gently 

used hats, mittens, scarves and gloves. Please include any 

men’s warm gloves or work gloves. They are always in 

short supply.  Our prayer shawl ministry blesses us with 

such beautiful handmade items too!   

Thank you for passing forward the warm hand of Christian 

love this season.   
 

Bring hats, mittens and scarves to 

decorate the tree near Fellowship Hall 
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We need your help! The box is filled almost daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons 

in the neighborhood.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 
 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks     Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages      Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines       Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please drop it off in the offering basket or  

church office- clearly marked for Blessing Box. Thank you. 
 

Winter is closing in!  Besides the food items needed for the Blessing Box, please consider:  hats, scarves, 

gloves/mittens, and hand warmers.  Also, if you have left-over fleece, you can make scarves, at least 10 x 48-50.  

Your kids or grandkids can help make them.  Thanks for all your contributions! 

BLESSING BOX 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 

 

Community Clothes Closet has a critical need for new and gently used children's athletic shoes - especially children's sizes 

11, 12, 13 and youth sizes 1 through 5.  If you would like to help them in their mission to provide free clothing to all people 

in need, please drop off your donation at 1465-B Opportunity Way, Menasha during donation hours Monday - Friday 9am 

to 1pm and Monday evenings 6pm to 8pm OR bring your items to church and drop in the bin near the Wesley Room 

labeled Community Clothes Closet, then our member Doris Uecker will drop off items at the Clothes Closet. If you have 

any questions, please call (920) 731-7834 or email to info@communityclothescloset.org .  Thank you! 

 

 

Phoebe Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, 

December 14th at 10:00 for brunch in Asbury 

Lounge.  We will be collecting gift cards for those 

who need a little assistance at this time of year.  

Cards recommended are Kwik Trip, Walmart, 

Target, grocery stores, and fast-food restaurants.  

Buy the cards from the church scrip program.  

Please sign up on You Can Count on Me or call 

Bonnie LeClair at 920-739-6944 if you would like 

to join us. 

Phoebe Circle 

The Befriender Ministry is available 

for anyone who may need extra 

support and spiritual care.  One way 

to reach out to the Befrienders is to 

contact bcbrooks55@gmail.com  
Bruce Brooks, Befriender 

Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

mailto:info@communityclothescloset.org
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Hi everyone! We are truly Christians in Action. The CIA Puppet Ministry was spreading the good word. We did a show at 

Randolph & Courtland United Methodist Church 227 N. High St. Randolph, Wisconsin  onn October 10th at 9am.  This 

church is approximately 1 ½ hours from Appleton, and is the current church for François Theo Russell.  

We did 3 shows: School House Rock, Standing on the Rock, and Baa I’m a Lamb.  Everyone enjoyed the Shows!  If you are 

interested in our Puppet Ministry please contact Norm Ladewig normanladewig@gmail.com .  

 

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION - THE CIA PUPPET MINISTRY 

Pictured:  

Paul Ladewig, Matthew Wepfer,  

Pastor François, Brian Wepfer, and  

Robert Ladewig 

ANYONE CAN DO 

PUPPET MINISTRY! 

The youngest Aurora (Sun puppet) 

and Liam (donkey puppet) were also 

part of the Samaritan Woman team 

Puppeteers for Samaritan Woman pictured: Jeff Knezel,Dave Farina, 

Tom Stenklyft, Jim Loew, Dave  Boardman, and the Director of CIA, 

Norm Ladewig. (Dennis Wepfer not pictured) 

mailto:normanladewig@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

A Befriender is an ordinary man or woman, a Christian who has a heartfelt compassion to be a friend to others in 

need. 

  

What does a Befriender believe in? We believe in:  

 The power of prayer 

 The healing power of Jesus Christ 

 Listening without judgement 

 Maintaining confidentiality 

 The power of the Holy Spirit 

 Serving others as a servant of Jesus Christ  

 LISTENING with our whole heart 

  

What OPPORTUNITIES does a Befriender have? 

 Be a prayer partner following services 

 Provide the Pastoral Time for Prayer during service once a month  

 Hospital visitation 

 Shut-in visitation 

 Provide one on one relationships 

 Help Pastors plan and assist with Longest Night Service 

 Assist Pastors with anointing 

  

Must every Befriender do all the above? NO 

After training, each Befriender chooses following their individual gifts, talents and calling for what area they are 

best equipped to serve. 

  

Are Befrienders required to go through a training program? YES 

All incoming Befrienders commit to an orientation session, seven additional training sets and ongoing training for 

continued growth and development. 

  

How do I know if becoming a Befriender is for me? 

 You have a strong desire to help others 

 You are able to LISTEN and not just give unasked for advice  

 You envision yourself using your gifts and talents 

 Your gut/heart is telling you to TALK with a Befriender 

  

Do you have more questions? Are you feeling a TUG? 

1. Ask God in prayer for guidance 

2. Meet with a Befriender and discuss your questions and concerns 

3. January 8th and 9th, we will have an informational table in the Fellowship Hall  

4. Join the Befrienders team in January to begin training in February 

  

YOU are NEEDED! 
  

Blessings always, 

 

Janet Cobia, Befriender 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight. Proverbs 3:5 
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CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY ORCHESTRA
 

It’s been a while since you played your horn? Have you been learning to 

play the cello? You still remember how to play the flute, but don’t have a 

chance to play? Maybe, you’re in middle school or high school and would 

like a chance to play with a different group?  

If any of these describe your situation, have we got an opportunity for you: 

First Church’s Multigenerational Christmas Eve (amateur) Orchestra! Marty 

Robinson is looking for string, woodwind, brass, and percussion players 6th 

grade and older to play a set before the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve service. We 

need everyone.  

Rehearsals will be in the Sanctuary and are set for: 

 Saturday, Dec. 18th, 3:30 - 5:00   

 Friday, Dec. 24th, 2:30-3:20 in advance of the 4:00 service. 

Then, we will play starting at 3:45. 

 

 

 

   

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 
 

The Choirs and Orchestra of The Appleton First United Methodist Church will present “Festival of Carols” on 

Friday, December 10th at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary of the Church.   
 

Masks will be required as the Sanctuary will not have the social distancing ropes up. 

This event will be livestreamed on our YouTube Channel Appleton FUMC 
 

For those who would like to come and be able to social distance, you are invited to an open rehearsal on 

Wednesday night, December 8th at 6:30 PM. Masks will be required this night as well. 
 

The theme for this year’s “Festival of Carols” is “Angels and Shepherds” and will feature a variety of carols 

and musical selections that feature reflect on the angels and shepherds that were part of the original event.  The 

music will also include a brief selection from Messiah by G. F. Handel.  
 

We hope you will join us for this musical event. As for past events 100% of a free will offering will benefit The 

Salvation Army Food Pantry. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=appleton+fumc
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HANDS-ON MINISTRY AT 

JAKE’S NETWORK OF 

HOPE 

WNL PLUS 

 MEAL AND  

CARD MAKING 

CLASS WITH TINA  

PASTOR HAE-JEONG 

COOKING IN THE 

KITCHEN! 

MOMENTS  

IN  

WORSHIP 
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TRUNK-OR-TREAT FUN! 
Thank you to everyone who 

made THIS EVENT GREAT! 

YARD CLEAN UP 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE  

WHO HELPED!! 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 

 Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon HJyoon@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children & Family Ministries: 
 Debbie Tidwell Dtidwell@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Dr. Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
  

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Nursery Coordinator:   
  Holly Doughty  Holly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG  WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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