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December Memory Verse: 
 

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid.                           John 14:27 
 

 

 

Join us online 

www.appfumc.org 

for weekend worship, 

midweek devotion, 

and to keep up-to-date on 

news from First Church.   
 

If you haven’t been receiving 

weekly emails from First 

Church, please email the 

church office at 

office@appfumc.org  

and we will be sure to get 

you on our emailing list.  
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Friday, December 18th 6-8pm 

Saturday, December 19th 6-8pm 

Sunday, December 20 10:30am-12:30pm 

 

Drive Thru Nativity 
 

Bring the family and stay  

warm in your car while you 

drive through the church 

parking lot and experience the 

story of Jesus  

in multiple scenes. 

http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
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December 6 – Worship on Wheels (if weather permits), communion, 

Pastor Liz preaching 

Text: 1 Peter 1:3-5 

Theme: Hope 
 

December 13 - Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Luke 1:26-45 

Theme: Love 
  

December 20 - Pastor Liz preaching (Good-bye drive-by from 10am-

11am) 

Text: Psalm 30:1-5, 11f 

Theme: Joy 
 

Christmas Eve  

   - Watch a recorded service featuring music from our Sanctuary 

 Choir and Wesley Handbell Choir, and an option for you to 

 celebrate Holy Communion.  

   - Join us for a drive in Worship on Wheels in the church 

 parking lot. For better planning, please register your  attendance

 ahead of time (call the church office or go to our web page: 

 appfumc.org). 
 

December 27, Special Covenant Renewal service 

   - Provided by our District Superintendent and pastors of the North 

 East district of which our church is part.  
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When Christmas Is Not As Planned 
 

Do you already know what Christmas 2020 will look like for you? So much is going to be 

different this year. The Wegenast family was expecting to have visitors from Ohio come for 

Thanksgiving, but even those plans were altered since Ohio lists Wisconsin as a state not to 

travel to right now! Who knows if the situation in late December will be any different? How 

can we make plans in the midst of this? How important are Christmas plans for you? 
 

Growing up my family had very specific plans Christmas: Christmas Eve typically began with 

decorating the tree (yes, Germans do that late in the season!). By 4:00pm we had to be in 

church for the Christmas Eve service. Sometimes it would be the kids Sunday school play and 

my sister and I often had roles in it. After the service my family had to rush home, catch a 

quick dinner and head for the annual Christmas Eve celebration at my parent’s workplace. We 

all had parts in it, singing in the choir, reciting poems, or playing our brass instruments. After 

the celebration, late Christmas Eve, we would go home to do our family gift exchange 

(Germans do that on Christmas Eve). It would make for a late night, just in order to be ready to 

get up early on Christmas Day to head for the Christmas Day service in our church, where we 

all had to play in the church brass band. Then we’d drive to my dad’s parents’ house to have 

Christmas with the extended family, the next day we would always drive to my mom’s parents’ 

house to have Christmas with her side of the family… 
 

Yes, growing up Christmas had a very strict but joyful schedule and I loved that routine. This 

year there will be a lack of routine – for many, if not all of us! I know that going to church on 

Christmas Eve is important for so many of us. Some of us even have their preferred service 

they go to every year: the fun filled 4:00pm family Christmas with pre-service concert, or the 

festive 7:00pm service with choir and handbells, or the somber 10:00pm communion service.  

But this year, this year, at least at the time of writing this devotion, we don’t even know what 

our worship times will be (if we have worship times that is!). What do you do when you don’t 

know what exactly is going to happen on Christmas Eve? Hmm, maybe the same as Mary and 

Joseph did: They just went along with the tides of their season. For them it entailed a census 

and a pregnancy that changed their routine. Things really didn’t look good when Mary needed 

to give birth and no inn was in sight. But things turned out ok – God provided! 
 

        ~continued on p. 3- Ponderings 
 

December 2020 Preaching Plan 
 

“Almost Christmas” is the title of our all-church 

Advent study book and of our First Church Advent 

Devotional. Our messages this month go along with 

this theme. There are a couple of ‘wild cards’ in 

this month: will the weather on December 6th be 

good enough for a worship on wheels? Will we be 

able to have a drive in service on Christmas Eve? 

Will the cold affect our equipment? For a planner 

like me (Pastor Markus) it is hard to deal with all 

these uncertainties. At the same time it is a great 

opportunity to realize that we can’t be in control of 

everything (not even in a normal year!). And we 

can know: God will be with us in all circumstances 

and relying on God will give us the peace, hope, 

love and joy that this season is about. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

December 

2020 

Pulpit  

Preview 
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It seems like only yesterday I began my time at 

First Church. This is sadly my last month with 

you. Starting January 1st, I will be the solo 

pastor of Columbus and Fall River United 

Methodist Churches. It has been a true blessing 

being with you. I have grown tremendously in 

my ministry and it is because of you all. From 

how to equip leaders to produce an amazing 

Women’s Retreat, to what it means to lead a 

variety of kinds of Bible Studies. From how to 

get to know guests to helping members take the 

next step in their faith. I have not only learned, 

but I have watched many grow in their faith, and 

there is no blessing quite like that. 
 

I want to leave you with this final idea: Wesley’s 

Quadrilateral. Carry on the Scripture of your 

faith with those you know (words that challenge 

you, words that help you, etc.). Carry on the 

Tradition of your faith with those you know 

(favorite hymns, favorite prayers, favorite spots 

in the sanctuary, etc). Carry on the Experience of 

your faith with all you meet (how has God 

changed your life). Carry on the Reason of your 

faith with all you know (what in your brain helps 

you stay in your faith). 
  
I pray for you that you may continue to grow in 

your faith, that you may continue to let God lead 

you in ministry with the community, that you 

may have abundant blessings. 

With God’s love, 
 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Longest Night Service 
December 15th 7:00 p.m. 

Provided by the Befrienders 
 

This special service is a chance to lay our hurts before God,  

a quiet time to reflect on God’s presence in our lives,  

and to seek the wholeness promised through Christ.  

 

Please have a candle ready to light 

We will be streaming this service on  

our website and Facebook. 

If you are unable to use this technology,  

we would be happy to mail you a full bulletin. 

Call the office, to have a bulletin mailed to you. 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 ~ 

 

 

May God provide for you too, whatever it is that you need most 

urgently this year. You may be upset about the lack of planning 

you can do, but God will be there ready for you to worship that his 

love was born on Christmas. Maybe you will worship through 

watching a recorded Christmas Eve service, maybe you will attend 

a drive in worship on wheels, or maybe you will just open up your 

Bible and read the Christmas story at home. God will be there and 

ask you to offer your best, just as he did when he offered Jesus to 

you.  

 

Advent blessings to you,  
 

  
Pastor Markus. 

Prayer Shawls 
 

Would you like a prayer shawl for yourself or for a friend 

or relative? The Prayer Shawl Ministry has shawls for 

you! Our members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry have put 

in many hours of knitting/crocheting and praying over the 

prayer shawls. If you would like one or know someone 

who would please contact Amy, in the church office.  

https://appfumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
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Hello Church Family,  
 

As we enter December, the last month of what may seem like the longest year ever. I want to take a minute to share how 

grateful I am to serve a congregation filled with such love and support for our Youth Ministries. November offered our 

Youth an opportunity to participate in three Mission Blasts. Whether it was moving 180 bags of stove pellets for a 

congregation member, or raking leaves at 6 homes, or helping to assemble 91 gift shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 

Child.  Each act of kindness is appreciated.  (see pictures on page 5) 

 

December will see the end of our Message Series, Faith in an Anxious World. I have thoroughly enjoyed the teaching and 

discussion that has happened over the past four months.  Our final lessons will help our Youth understand that Jesus 

doesn’t ask for perfection from his disciples, he asks for us to listen and trust as he works both in and through us to help 

others. To experience God’s hope and share that hope with others, we can reflect on the reality that we are made in God’s 

image, we can re-center ourselves by sending ourselves by spending time with God, and we can reconnect with our circle 

and our faith community.  We will continue to offer Wednesday Night Youth Group via Zoom. Class are offered at both 

6:00-7:00 pm and 7:00-8:00 pm via Zoom  The teaching is the same, and Youth are encouraged to attend whichever 

meeting time works best for their schedule.  We have talked about coping mechanisms, or ways that we combat the 

feelings of stress and anxiety.  So often we focus on the negative aspects of our daily lives, but God gives us hope.  One 

highlight has been the introduction and implementation of The Daily Replay Prayer. Based on the Ignatian Prayer of 

Examen, and adapted for teenagers, but I believe anyone could learn this Spiritual discipline. We have also talked about 

how God meets us in our need and that we need to be ok to ask for help when we need it.  

 

Confirmation will be offered for Youth in grades 8 and 9 the first Wednesday of each month from 6:00-7:30 pm.  With 

less scheduled class time, our instructors are recording supplemental video lessons with discussion questions for families. 

For more information regarding the Confirmation Program at First Church please contact me. 
 

As mentioned earlier, First Church assembled *** shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Thank you to everyone who 

assembled boxes, paid for shipping, or prayed for the boxes. The sharing of the love of Christ with children all over the 

world is so needed in these new times.  
 

Finally, I want to reintroduce the Youth Ministries Online Worship Trivia Contest.  Each week during Youth 

Group/Confirmation Youth will be given a trivia question that can be answered by watching our Online Worship.  Each 

week a Youth will win lunch delivered to their home!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I pray that you know and believe that you matter, that you are enough, and that you are deeply loved by God! 
 

Boom! 

Brian Stahl 

 

The Daily Replay for Relationships 
 

Review the Day with Gratitude –  

Whose friendship or expressions of love am I thankful for? 

Pay attention to your Emotions –  

What conversations or moments with others have been emotionally charged this week? 

Forgive and Ask for Forgiveness –  

Where can I make the first move towards creating peace? 

Look Toward Tomorrow –  

What interactions with others can I picture going differently tomorrow?  

I pray that you know and believe that you matter, that you are enough, and that you are deeply loved by God! 
 

Boom! 

Brian Stahl 
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Holiday Shopping is easy with SCRIP 
 

Finding shopping difficult this year?   Now is the time to 

get that holiday shopping list checked off and we are here 

to help!   SCRIP has gift cards to almost anywhere your 

loved ones shop - even Amazon!  Definitely something for 

everyone.    

Stop by the church office to pick up the perfect little 

something for that teacher, coach, co-worker, babysitter, 

secret Santa, or yourself!  Scrip is now carrying $5 and $10 

gift cards to places like Dairy Queen, Barnes & Noble, 

Starbucks, Panera, Taco Bell, Burger King, Walmart and 

more!     

Don’t forget that we always have you covered for gas, 

groceries, and the drive-thru trip to McDonald’s or 

Culvers!   Whatever you are purchasing, check if it is 

available through Scrip and get your shopping done while 

financially supporting First Church.   Call the church office 

with any questions!  This year is a challenge and we are 

here to help you, while you help the church!   

 

Stewardship Focus 
 

Being Generous and Caring in These New Times  

- that is the theme of this year’s Stewardship 

Focus.   In the past few weeks you should have 

received your Pledge Card in the mail.  Over 150 of 

you have already returned those cards and for that we 

say THANK YOU!!!   The year 2021 may seem like 

a gigantic puzzle with many questions.  If you have 

not already done so, please prayerfully consider how 

generous you can be in giving from the heart.  Your 

pledges allow us to make a difference in the lives of 

children, youth and adults in our own faith 

community and throughout the world. 

 

2020 Budget Update as of October 31, 2020  

 

For the month of October, giving was over budget and for the year we remain ahead on income and under on expenses.  

Thank you for your continued support!   In the past few weeks you should have received your 2021 pledge card - if you 

have not done so, please return that to the Church office.  It helps us in planning for the next year.  We are so very 

appreciative of all the ways our members and friends have stepped up and helped through these new times!  
 

                         Total Income            October $55,914                     Year to Date  $745,508 

Budgeted Income     October $53,068                     Year to Date  $712,550 

                   Total Expenses         October $60,162                     Year to Date  $643,986 
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Hello Families! 
Happy December! I can’t believe that it is the end of 2020 already! I hope you are all doing 
well and looking forward to a wonderful Christmas season! While it may look different for 
some us this year in how we celebrate, we can still have a meaningful celebration to honor 
the birth of our Savior Jesus!  
I am praying that you all stay healthy and safe so that we can meet together soon.  
I miss you all! 
God’s blessings, 
Ms. Christine 

Our Children’s Ministry will be using the Remind app for text messaging families. This 
will be a great tool to get information to our families at the same time. Messages can 
be received instantly through the app. We will only use this app to let you know when 
there is an email update and to notify families of closures or program cancellations. 
Remind will also let you contact Ms. Christine instantly. If you did not receive the email 
with the link to join please contact Ms. Christine. 

 

Since September we have offered our online Sunday School on our Facebook and our webpage. Beginning 
December 6 we will move to a private page for our classes.  This will enable us to use our curriculum’s copyrighted 
materials that can only be shown to our members. An email with the link to access lessons was emailed at the end 
of November. If you did not receive this link please let Ms. Christine know as soon as possible.   

First United Methodist Church is presenting a live drive-thru Nativity Scene this Christmas season. The scene will 
be located in the Church’s parking lot; located on the corner of Washington and Drew Streets.  This outdoor 
scene will include live actors, animals and of course a Crèche. Continuous Christmas music and narration of the 
Christmas story can be listened to on your car radio!  
This drive by experience will be performed by members of the church portraying the Holy Family, the Angels, 
Shepherds, and Wise Men.   A free will offering of food, hygiene products, or monetary donations will be 
collected as guests leave the parking lot. All donations collected will go to St. Joseph’s Food Pantry.  Each car will 
receive a special goodie bag from First United Methodist Church.  Cars will enter Washington St. and exit onto 
Franklin St. 
The Nativity Scene will be presented on Dec 18 and 19th from 6:00-8:00 pm, and on Sunday Dec 20,  
from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm. No registration is needed.  Everyone is asked to remain in their cars at all times.  
 

Drive Thru Nativity 
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I love God, why do I love God? 
Because He is the best, why is he the 
best? Because He can do everything. 

Thank you Austin, Noelle, 

Delaney, Bryce, Hazel and 

George for sharing your Sunday 

School photos! 

Email your Sunday School 

photos to Ms. Christine and 

you can be in our next 

newsletter! 
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CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF WISCONSIN: FOX VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services provides support to children and their families to 

enhance the overall mission to improve the health status of children throughout Wisconsin. They offer a variety of resources 

and programs for children, parents, health care providers, caregivers, teachers, law enforcement and other community 

agencies in order to increase the safety and well-being of their children from birth through adolescence. Fox Valley Child 

Advocacy Center is a safe place for children who may have been neglected or abused, and provides resources to help 

children and their families heal.  Fox Valley Treatment Foster Care Program is home-based care for children and 

adolescents who have experienced significant trauma in their lives.  Connections with healthy adults in a family setting help 

children heal.  Here is a message from Megan Usoh of Children’s WI: 

“These are unique and challenging times for families and children living in our community. There are many ways 

that you can do your part. Lend a hand and foster a child! In the twelfth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, Paul 

cites multiple ways that we are to live in response to God’s incredible mercy. Notably, “Take care of God’s needy 

people and take strangers into your home.” (Romans 12:13, CEV)  

Children in the Fox Valley and surrounding areas are entering foster care at alarming rates. Each one of these 

children living in your community needs a place to call home. If you are unable to welcome a child into your home, 

there are many ways that you can live out His words. Contact us to learn more!” 
 

https://chw.org/tfc    

https://www.facebook.com/CHWcommunityservices/ 

Megan Usoh at (920) 383-1475 or Mfrederick-usoh@chw.org 
 

As our mission of the month, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services is in need of the 

following: Sensory Objects; safe to chew jewelry (aka Chewlry), moon/kinetic sand, slime, Play Doh, stress balls, hand-

held fidgets,  Games and Crafts (all ages); board games (non-competitive), glitter/gel pens, markers/crayons/colored 

pencils, activity/coloring books, puzzle/maze books. Outdoor; bubbles, sidewalk chalk, lawn toys. Action Figures; Super 

heroes, Lego Sets, Lincoln Logs, Cars (remote control, light  up cars, Hot Wheels), Paw Patrol (Might pups action figures, 

rescue trucks/helicopters, construction set), Barbie’s/Dolls, Frozen (Dolls/figures, Art sets), All Levels of Reading Books, 

Movies for Young Children, Self-Care Items; Bath bombs, fun cups/water bottles (both genders), notebooks/journals, nail 

polish (young and teen),  Gift Cards; itunes, movie vouchers, passes to Children’s Museum, gift cards to Badger Sports, 

Zoo, etc., LOL Surprise; Playhouse, tote sets, ball sets. Due to Covid 19, all items must be new. 
 

Please consider making a donation to this worthy organization. Donated items may be placed in the bin located next to the 

Wesley Room beginning December 1st. Because the church is locked, you will need to buzz the office for entry. Please call 

me if you would like me to pick up your donation or if you have any questions (Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 470-8584). 

The Mission Team thanks you for your generous efforts! Let’s make this a special Christmas for these children especially 

during this pandemic!! 

 

BLESSING BOX 
 

Our Blessing Box has really been a blessing to many! 

Please help us keep our Blessing Box full.  We are in need 

of laundry detergent, shampoo, pull tab canned goods, and 

single serving snack items, as well as hand warmers, and 

socks (pairs individually bagged).  

Our NEW Blessing Box is located by the portico doors. 

(more information to come in January newsletter 

regarding the new box). If you would like to donate, please 

contact Amy@appfumc.org in the church office and we 

will arrange for you to bring items in.   

Take what you need. Leave what you can.  

Above all be blessed. 

 

DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

https://chw.org/tfc
https://www.facebook.com/CHWcommunityservices/
mailto:Mfrederick-usoh@chw.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
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Our Wednesday Night Music class continues to be a 

hit! We’ve had such a wonderful time learning more 

about the hymns we sing and the music we make 

here at FUMC. Each week we discuss how music has 

impacted us, listen to a great piece of music that 

ministers to us, and then sing a handful of hymns 

(both familiar and new)! We meet every Wednesday 

at 7:00 p.m. and go about 35 minutes. Please 

consider joining PJ as we dig into great music and 

how we see God in the music in our lives. Note: we 

will likely not meet Wednesday, December 9th due 

to our reimagined Festival of Carols recording 

session. We will follow up with more details soon. 

Again, please reach out to PJ with any questions! 

Are you interested in offering you voice as a song 

leader or musical witness for our services? Please 

email PJ Uhazie (pjuhazie@appfumc.org)  

if you are interested or sign up on the sign-up sheet 

posted on our website. We would love to have you 

offer your talents in our recorded services. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Time to Ring Those Bells! 
 

Dear Friends, as you know, we are temporarily on pause for meeting at First Church.  However, 

many needs for help still exist in our community and Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army is one of 

them.  Although we won’t be at church to sign up, you can still sign up individually by going to 

www.registertoring.com.  Click on “I’m ringing as an individual” and follow the prompts.  You can 

choose your own time, date, and location.  Face masks, gloves, and social distancing will be 

required at all locations.  Questions or concerns, email the Bell Office at 

Allison.oravec@usc.salvationarmy.org  or call/text (920)460-9678.  They will be happy to help you 

sign up.  Thank you so much for helping those in need. 

 

Festival of Carols: 
Reimagined! 

 

 

Although our Festival of Carols performance will look 

entirely different this year, we are still hoping to come 

together as a church community and make music together (in 

a safe manner, of course)! We are excited to introduce 

Festival of Carols: Reimagined, which will involve the many 

members of our awesome music ministry here at FUMC! 

Each group will gather in-person — masked, socially 

distanced, and for a very brief time — for two Wednesdays 

in December (the 2nd and 9th) to rehearse, record and film a 

performance of our pieces. Each group will perform one 

selection, including our Sanctuary Choir, Wesley Hand 

Bells, Grace, Bass Clef, Brass Ensemble, and more!  If you 

are interested or have questions, please contact PJ Uhazie 

and/or Jack Murphy. We can’t wait to see you all again and 

are excited to bring some Christmas joy and hope to 

everyone! 

 

mailto:pjuhazie@appfumc.org
https://appfumc.org/music_ministry
mailto:Allison.oravec@usc.salvationarmy.org
mailto:pjuhazie@appfumc.org
mailto:jmurphy@appfumc.org
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Good-Bye Pastor Liz! 
 

So much has happened since our last newsletter – we did not expect that this month we will have to 

bid our farewells to Pastor Liz and celebrate her ministry with us. For 3.5 years she was our Pastor of 

Discipleship and we give God thanks for every single one of it. Starting January 1 she will be the new 

pastor for Columbus and Fall River United Methodist Churches.  

We invite you to celebrate her time with us: On Sunday, December 20th we will have a drive-by 

good-bye here at church from 10:00am to 11:00am and make sure to worship with us online that 

weekend as it is Pastor Liz’s final sermon here. Liz will still be present for this year’s Christmas Eve 

services. 

We would have loved to keep her many more years here in Appleton but also trust that God has a good 

plan for her and the people she will serve in Columbus and River Fall. Thank you Liz for the three and 

a half wonderful years. 
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As the weeks have raced by for me I have sensed amongst 

our study participants a loneliness and quiet I don't know, it's 

not quite despair, but maybe, more of a resignation about 

what the winter months may hold for us with the virus still 

making itself feel at home. And now, with our church 

activities at the in-person level at a halt I feel it's going to get 

worse.  
 

I have the job working in a retail pharmacy, therefore, out in 

the public daily, working, working, working (hence the 

weeks racing by for me) I am behind plexiglass, masked up, 

unable to squeeze the hand of a hurting patient, or their 

caregiver, or give a smile of encouragement. That's 

the resignation I feel.  I have always felt that my job is my 

mission field.  There are days where I am terrible at it as well 

as days where I let God do His thing and shine!  This virus 

has my ways of working the message of God's love through 

my interactions stunted at best.  We, as God's people, need to 

listen and look for ways to bolster our passion for being His 

disciples not only through His word but through our 

interactions with others however we interact.  For some of us 

we are 'stuck' at home and the interactions are few and far 

between.  That's a tough one, for sure.  I may have mentioned 

before but, counting to 10 before I speak out words that 

probably shouldn't be said is not my strong point!  Ehhhh! 

 

Please, if you want or need anything, reach out to our 

church.  Let's not let this virus get the best of us!  Make it a 

point of connecting with someone.  Maybe someone who 

will boost your spirits or someone who may benefit from 

hearing from you!  
 

Encouraging Message from one of our Adult Education Leaders: 

 

Advent 
It’s not to late to be a part of our 

All-Church Advent Study! 

 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursdays at Noon 

 

This year let’s join together as we are 

reminded of approaching Advent 

wholeheartedly. Tied together with John 

Wesley’s “The Almost Christmas”, we 

are shown how to break down the 

barriers that prevent us from 

experiencing an “altogether” love, hope, 

joy, and peace in Christ in our lives and 

in the world around us. Let us make our 

longings of God’s love a reality and 

claim God’s promises for ourselves this 

Advent and celebrate an altogether 

Christmas.  

 

 

Adult Discipleship Classes 

January Sneak Peak 
 

Reading Through the Bible – Sundays 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Women of the Word – Mondays 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Book Study – Tuesdays 1:00-2:30 p.m. 

Book Study – Wednesdays 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Bible Studies – Thursdays 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
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Pictures from our Drive Thru Trunk-Or-Treat 
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Capital Campaign Projects 

“It’s a Wrap” 
 

During the past three plus years the church facility has gone through a wonderful 

transformation.  Four years ago, a Capital Campaign Committee was formed to 

spearhead a fund-raising program with the guidance of the James Company. The James 

Company is an experienced fund-raising firm specifically for houses of worship.  The 

Capital Campaign Committee along with the Board of Trustees put together a list of 25 

projects to raise funds for capital renovation. The list consisted of two categories, 

upgrade needs and upgrade wants.  The upgrade needs and wants were prioritized, cost 

estimates obtained and a fund-raising goal was tabulated.  The fund-raising goal was 

set at $1,800,000 for all 25 projects.  The needed projects were: electrical upgrade, 

gutters, downspouts and roof drains, exterior stone mortar tuck pointing, lower level 

rest room remodel, window well repair, new windows in the 1964 school wing 

building, boiler room floor repair, office area window screen repair and parking lot 

resurface and striping. The want items included: Fellowship Hall remodel, LED 

lighting throughout the facility, Youth Lounge remodel, remodel of second and third 

floors, lower level remodel, air conditioning in Sanctuary, school wing and associated 

rooms, Fellowship Hall remodel, and new heating, ventilating and air conditioning 

controls, gym remodel and an electronic sign. Besides the mentioned items the church 

also built a Habitat for Humanity home for a most grateful family with a contribution 

of $75,000. The Capital Campaign Committee and the Board of Trustees are delighted 

to inform everyone that all of the above mentioned projects have been completed.  

When all costs are tabulated the total cost will be within the estimate of $1,800,000.  

This is great news in all respects.  First and foremost is the generosity of our members 

and friends who have so willingly contributed making all this possible, as well as the 

hard work of all involved keeping costs within the allotted budget of $1,800,000. 

Thank you and God Bless everyone for making all of this happen.  

Board of Trustees 
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Will First Church have a new Pastor of Discipleship by January 1? 
 

This is the question many of you have wondered. Here is what we know: There are not nearly as many appointment 

changes in January as there are in July. This means the pool of possible candidates for us to receive a new Pastor of 

Discipleship is smaller. It is very possible that our District Superintendent and our Bishop will find a great new candidate 

for our church by January. But it is also possible that we have to wait until July of 2021. In that case we would likely 

‘bridge’ the time by using retired or part-time area pastors to help out with pastoral duties. We would also look into using 

volunteers and staff that we hire short term. There is also the possibility to get a part-time interim pastor to cover the time 

between January and July.  

Blessings in this exciting time we live in, your Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Cole (11), Carter (3), and Chase (11 months) sons of 

Meghan Hodgson. (boys pictured with their Grandpa Bob) 

Grandparents Nicki and Bob Mech    

Sullivan (6) and Sawyer (3 months) sons of Elyse and 

Brad Mattison. Grandparents Mark and Cindy Traxler    

 

WE ARE EXCITED TO INTRODUCE THE 

NEWEST MEMBERS OF OUR FIRST 

CHURCH FAMILY! 
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What happened in November at First Church?... 
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Come worship with us! 
Weekend Worship will continue to be streamed on  

Vimeo found on our website appfumc.org  and on Facebook 

Every Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. - Devotion is livestreamed via ZOOM and on Facebook.  

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461    Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton 
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325 E Franklin St     

Appleton, WI  54911    

         

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg stevespangenberg142@gmail.com   
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org  
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org   
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com   
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org   
 

Interim Directors of Music Ministries 
 PJ Uhazie PJUhazie@appfumc.org     

 Jack Murphy JMurphy@appfumc.org     
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net   
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com   
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Finance, Building & Technology Manager: 
 Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 
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Advent Devotional 
 

 

It’s that time again! Our First Church Advent Devotional is 

ready to be picked up! You can pick the devotional up from 

church- just go to the portico entrance (under the canopy) and 

ring the doorbell. You can come in and pick up a devotional.  
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