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Come Celebrate with us!
Festival of Carols
Friday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Christmas Play
Sunday, December 16 at 9:00 a.m.

The Longest Night
A service of healing and hope
Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Worship
Services
4:00 p.m.
A family service featuring our
multi-generational Christmas Orchestra
beginning at 3:40

7:00 p.m.
Traditional service featuring
Sanctuary Choir
and Wesley Handbell Choir

10:00 p.m.
December 18th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

Candlelight service with Communion
featuring special harp music

December Memory Verse:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Luke 2:14
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Pastor’s Ponderings December 2018
Advent and Peace in Korea

Pastor Ponderings

I was blessed to be able to join the Wisconsin Conference sponsored Pilgrimage for
Peace to Korea in October. For 10 days we explored significant places in South Korea
including historical sites, many
Methodist churches, and also three excursions to the Demilitarized Zone on the boarder
to North Korea.
The separation of the two Koreas is a complicated matter. Of course there are explicit
similarities to the separation of the two Germanys that I myself experienced as a
teenager. When Germany got reunified in 1990 there were [and still very much are] great
hopes among the Koreans that someday the same will happen there. But there are also
significant differences; differences that seem to stall the hope.
One thing I realized is that peace between two warring countries is something that can
and has to happen while it’s still in the making. I have encountered so many peace
making and peace seeking ministries in South Korea. People are engaged in these peacemaking efforts despite the fact that formally their countries are not at peace with each
other yet.
In a way it reminds me of the theme of our Advent series this year: Awaiting the Already.
Peace can already be a reality while we wait for a full realization of it in the future. Just
as we can see Christ’s presence already among us while we still wait for a fuller version
of it in God’s future.
What are the areas in your life in which you are at war with someone or something?
What does it look like for you to make peace now, while things are still hostile?!

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings

December 2018 Preaching Plan
Awaiting the Already
Advent 2018
December 1/2 Communion
Text: Mark 1:1-8
Theme: Preparing
Preparing, Living Without Fear, God’s
Playlist, and Hope – these are the themes for
our Advent services this year. They go along
with the outline of our 2018 all-church Advent
study (please think about joining one of our
many groups that will be reading the book
“Awaiting the Already”). On the last weekend
of the year we will have a special guest
preacher since Pastor Liz and I will be out of
town. Pastor Steve Ward, a former member of
First Church will preach at each of the
weekend services. I am very excited for you to
have the opportunity to hear him preach.

December 8/9
Text: Matthew 2:1-6
Theme: Living Without Fear
December 15/16
9:00am: Sunday School Christmas play “Hark! The Herald Angels Deliver”
5:30pm & 10:30am: Text: Luke 1:46f; 68f; 2:13f, Theme: God’s Playlist
December 22/23 Pastor Liz preaching
Text: John 1:6-14
Theme: Hope
December 29/30 Pastor Steve Ward preaching
Text: Exodus 3:7-11
Theme: “Who Does Call and Why”
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Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 –
This Advent season, as you prepare for Christ’s coming, think about
ways how you can be a peace maker.
I met a young man in South Korea who is part of a ministry that has
him go up a mountain near the North Korean boarder early in the
morning - every single day. The sole purpose of going up the
mountain is to pray for peace on the mountain top while watching
the sunrise over the Demilitarized Zone.

As we come into a time of the holiday
season of Christmas, we may find ourselves
in mixed emotions. While we may rejoice
in the birth of Jesus, we also can be hurting
on the inside as well. For that reason, we
host “The Longest Night: Service of Hope”
each year at First Church. On December
20th at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel, we will be
acknowledging our hurt while finding hope
in the birth of our Savior.
Our Befrienders, along with myself, will be
leading the service which will include an
Advent wreath lighting with meditations
and options for lighting a candle acknowledging hurt and/or being anointed. All are
welcome to attend, and invite friends who
may need more hope this holiday.
Remember, we are a beacon of hope and
love from God.
With God’s love,

Will you pray for peace this Advent? Will you pray for peace in
Korea? Will you pray for peace in the hostile situations of your life?
Will you thus be awaiting the already?
May God bless you for your 2018 Advent journey.
Blessings,

Pastor Markus
.

Church Records
Baptisms:
11-10-2018
Nathalia Rupar, daughter of Minnie Rupar
Aldo Rupar, son of Minnie Rupar
Salome Mares Telles, daughter of Minnie Rupar
11-18-2018
Wesley Scott, son of Brian and Megan DeJager
11-24-2018
Elliott Erik, son of Erik and Danielle Reistad

Weddings:
11-10-2018
Kayla Zillmer and Jonathan Meulemans

Pastor Liz

The Longest Night
Service of Hope
December 20th
7:00 p.m.
Chapel
Led by our Befrienders
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Capital Campaign Projects Update
Capital Projects continue to progress in and around the church facility. The electrical upgrade continues to progress with
much of the wiring completed to the new power panel and auxiliary panels. The church is waiting on an easement
approval for the new power pole and transformer and subsequent new lines into the building. It is hoped this project will
be completed by the end of this year.
The heating, ventilating and air-conditioning project continues to progress with all of the ductwork now completed. A pad
for the air exchange air-conditioning compressors has been poured close to the building in the courtyard. The heating and
air-conditioning controls are also being installed with control wires being pulled in preparation for a computer zone
controlled system. Having the ability to zone control both heat and air-conditioning will be a vast improvement for the
heating and the air-conditioning of the building.
The lower level remodel of the 1924 building is progressing nicely. The walls are in the process of being painted and new
vinyl plank flooring is being installed in the hallways. Two of the classrooms and the LESI office have new carpet and
soon the walls in the two classrooms will be painted. A new 2 x 2 dropped ceiling has been installed in the wheel chair
ramp and East, West Hallway. New signage for the lower level rooms has been ordered in preparation of completion of
the project. New doors to replace the existing 1924 old style doors have been ordered and delivery and installation to take
place in mid to late December.
The remodel of the Youth Lounge is essentially complete with just a few minor items to be done. The projector has been
re-installed and the screen case painted to match the wall it is mounted on. New in- ceiling speakers will soon be installed
in support of the projector use. An open house of the Youth Lounge is planned for early January of 2019. At that time the
entire lower level should be complete making for a very nice environment.
Many thanks for all of the monetary support for these projects. Without your prayers and monetary support all of this and
all of the other competed projects would not be possible.
Board of Trustees

2018 Budget Update as of October 31st
Total Income
$691,446
Budgeted Income $701,744
Total Expenses
$707,957
For the month of October, contributions were $10,000 below budgeted – leaving us $28,000 below for the year. Income for
November at this point does not appear to be compensating for that shortage. Fortunately, expenses continue to be below
budget; however we cannot assume that will continue as there are some larger payments to be made at the end of the year.
Please check your status of giving and consider trying to help the Church by catching up on your pledge. If you are unsure
where you are at in giving, contact Lynn in the Church office and she can get you an updated statement. Thank you for
your continued support of First Church.

5|Page

The Cookie Walk is Coming!
The Cookie Walk is Coming!
December 16th!

Christmas Play
Sunday, December 16th
at
9:00 a.m.
In the Sanctuary

Hark, the Herald Angels
Deliver

The Holiday Season is upon us and Christmas is right around the
corner. The Mothers of Growing Disciples will once again be
offering you the chance to cross one more thing off your holiday
list-Christmas cookies and baking. The annual Cookie Walk will
be held on December 16th. This is MOGD’s major fund raiser
for the year and proceeds will be donated to organizations and
families within our church and local communities. Mark your
calendars and plan on having your Christmas baking done!
Also, please consider making a donation to the cookie walk.
You can drop off bakery in the church kitchen on December 15th
between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm or on December 16th before the
9:00 am service. If you are able to donate bakery, please
indicate this on the “You Can Count on Me” found in your
weekly bulletin, or just drop off your bakery items at church!
Thank you in advance for your help and support.

With the cooler weather upon us, reaching for those warm
gloves before we leave the house is a great feeling! Think
of those who don't have them at all!
A coat pocket is a poor substitute for mittens.
Once again we will have the hat and mitten tree located
near the Fellowship Hall for you to place new and gently
used hats, mittens, scarves and gloves. Please include any
men’s warm gloves or work gloves. They are always in
short supply. Our prayer shawl ministry blesses us with
such beautiful handmade items too!
Thank you for passing forward the warm hand of Christian
love this season.

Our Youth will be serving our church family, by
baking cookies and sending care packages to our
college students in February. In order to make
sure all of our college students who are away at
school get care packages we need your help!
We are looking for College Student addresses.
If you are a college student or have a college
student in your family, please send addresses to
bstahl@appfumc.org by January 15th.
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Stewardship Focus Update
As we joyfully share and celebrate God’s Generosity in our lives, we are excited
to update you that we have already received 183 Commitment Cards for our
2019 budget. Your pledges allow us to plan our ministry for the upcoming
year. The church staff strives to maximize the potential of every dollar given by
the members of this church to further impact our congregation, the community,
and the world by sharing the love of God in Christ! Thank you to those who
have already made a pledge to First Church. If you have not had a chance yet to
fill out and return your commitment card, please do so now! You can put it in
the collection plate, mail it in, or call/email Lynn in the church office. If you
have not received a card or have misplaced it, there are extra cards in the pews
or contact the office for a new one. Thank you again for your faithful
stewardship and for generously sharing all that God has provided.

Annual Charge Conference 2018
by Pastor Markus
On Sunday, November 11th we had our annual charge conference.
Like last year it was held as a circuit wide conference with all eight
(plus one) circuit churches present. The actual business portion of
voting was taken care of in a few minutes but there was a lot of
worship involved and a video message from our bishop. The
highlight to me was when all nine churches offered short
presentations on important ministries that are going on in their
congregations.
Our church council chair, Steve Slocum presented our church’s
mission efforts this year followed by the mission celebration
slideshow that Brian Stahl, our youth director, put together for our
October 20f mission celebration.
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Concern & Action
Ministry Team
offering Free Trade
Coffee & Tea

The Concern and Action Ministry Team is excited to be serving
Free Trade coffee and tea at the upcoming December 16th coffee
hour. The C & A Team will also be selling Free Trade coffee,
tea, hot chocolate and chocolate bars to the congregation as part
of an ongoing quarterly (at the moment) sale thanks to a grant
from our Endowment Committee.
A portion of the proceeds will be used to help fund different
social justice endeavors in our local community. The Blessing
Box at Wilson Middle School is the recipient chosen by the
Ministry Team to receive funds currently.
Please help us support the Free Trade industry and our local
community at the same time!

Presentation on Korea
I wanted to give you a heads up that I am planning on
presenting a slide show about my pilgrimage in South Korea.
The date is Wednesday, January 9th at 6 p.m. in the Chapel.
~Pastor Markus

The church softball team finished the season with a record of 102. Good enough for first place. We are always looking for more
players so if you are interested Please contact Paul LeClair. The
only requirement is you must be 18 years of age. We are a
competitive group but understand our limitations, so we are
mostly about the comradery and fellowship. The team currently
has a wide age range from their early 20’s to 50’s. Games are
Wednesday evenings starting in May and running through the
middle of August. The times range from 6pm-9pm. We would
love to see you out there next year to supporting the FUMC team.

We will again be hosting the Chili Dinner from
5-6:30 p.m. before the Festival of Carols
on December 14th.
The proceeds will go to help pay for our team registration fee, as
well as to several of the youth, who help with the dinner, to go
towards their mission trip fees.
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The multiplying and dividing that occurs daily at First Church allows us all to be
mathematicians. Together in prayer and companionship we multiply and celebrate the
joys and blessings as they come into our lives. We divide the sorrows,
disappointments, losses and loneliness with comfort and compassion and consolation.
Gratitude and blessings shared multiply across our congregation, then go out into the
world beyond our doorsteps. Our communities are enriched by the shared joy we feel.
Burdens shared are baskets emptied of their power to weigh us down with worry and stress and loneliness. To reach
out from need to find listening ears and open hearts divides us from the pain of the burden. The Lord hears and we
uphold each other. Dividing the burden makes it easier for us to carry on; our communities have again the benefit.
The math is really just a connection. How do we make that connection? Some ways can be: a brief touch, listening
with attention, nodding our heads in acknowledgement of another’s words, hearing without judgment, refraining from
clichéd responses, not offering corrections or solutions, smiling.
The mathematics of multiplying and dividing can take place in small groups, studies, anointing and praying during
communion and third Sundays with the Befrienders, placing your prayer requests in the prayer boxes. Sharing with
each other allows the math to take place. We can be great mathematicians.

Festival of God’s Harvest
The Missions Ministry Team is
happy to report that on Monday,
November 19th, First Church
contributed over 2,300 pounds of
holiday items to the St. Joe’s Food
Program- That’s well over one ton of
non-perishables- AGAIN!
A huge thank you to those who
contributed, assembled the bags,
handed them out, and the well-oiled
team of Ruth Henschel, Norm &
Christine Ladewig, Kathy Rowe, and
Brian Stahl who packed 200 heavy
grocery bags in 10 minutes into the
waiting truck to be taken to the
facility. Appleton is fortunate to have
this church as one of its major
contributors to this much needed food
program!

Ways to Spread the Christmas Spirit
Your Chancel Team has been hard at work planning a beautiful
backdrop for all of us to worship the coming of our savior this season.
We celebrate a new Christmas tree for the Sanctuary, and look forward
to poinsettias being a beautiful addition to our décor, and when making
a donation, you will be able to designate whether it be “in honor of” or
“in memory of” a friend or family member. These will be listed in the
bulletin on December 16th. However, when you make your donation, it
will not be toward one individual plant.
There will not be one plant for each donor to take home in January.
The chancel committee will select the number of plants that will
enhance our worship space, and the remaining funds will be put toward
the chancel fund for further enhancing our church in future holidays.

There also is another option for your Christmas giving, and that is
to Pillars and Harbor House.
Thank you for your generosity in purchasing poinsettias, giving
to our chancel fund and/or to Pillars and Harbor House.
If there are any questions or concerns, please call Julie Anderson at
731-7899. Deadline for donations is December 10th. All checks can be
made payable to “FUMC”.
Please watch the church bulletins, starting December 1/2 for the insert
or you can call the church office (734-2677).
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Mission of the Month

The mission of the month for December is NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
Fox Valley/Iris Place. They offer support, education, and outreach and envision a
community free of stigma that supports and promotes mental health and recovery. Iris
Place is a peer run respite that offers a place for someone struggling with issues to go for
a few days to a week to reflect and get away from the stresses of life.
The items that they are in need of right now are:
Yes, they are looking for another refrigerator – again if you have one you are looking to
get rid of. Other items on their list include: Boom boxes, sound machines, sports stuff
(Badminton/sports balls), fans, musical instruments, Xbox 1 Controller, bus passes, and
bike/helmet/bike lock.
There are other items on their priority wish list, which are listed on the MOM bulletin
board.
Thank you for your support.

A very warm and heartfelt thank you to all who
contributed to our October MOM’s collection
for Columbus Elementary School. Especially
needed were the many donated nice packages of
socks and underwear a very special thank you
for those. And like always teachers appreciated
the extra help of school supplies which will be
used throughout the school year. Blessings and
love to our congregations with its many
generous donors and supporters of MOM.
Barbara Finlayson

CROP Walk Wrap-up
This year First Church raised
$1,600.00. 25% of the proceeds
go to local non-profits to help
alleviate hunger in the Fox River
Valley. Thank you for your
generous donations and to those of
you who walked on a beautiful
October afternoon.
Paul Siket,
Coordinator for the CROP Walk

Did you know that First
Church has devotionals
on our Podcast?
Check them out by
going to our church
website, (appfumc.org),
click on the “Link” tab,
and click on the
“Podcast” link. Enjoy!

What is a podcast?
It is a free audio
recording that you can
access through your
smart phone, tablet or
computer at any point in
time. There is no app or
special setting needed,
just click on the link and
listen.

Phoebe Circle
GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery topics. The video
seminars are combined with group discussion of
the materials presented during the video, as well
as participants sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their loved one. Each
week is a different topic. People can join at any
point in the 13-week cycle. Classes are on
Wednesdays, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and 6:00-8:00
p.m. in the Wesley Room. Please contact Phyllis
Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator for more
information. 574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com.

Phoebe Circle meets for breakfast on
Tuesday, December 11th at 9:00 at Angels
Restaurant. We will bring our gifts for
the families we are helping for Christmas.
We would love for anyone to join us.
Call the office, 734-2677, or Bonnie
LeClair, 739-6944, if you plan on joining
us as we need to make reservations.
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Upcoming Events
December 2

Advent Kickoff

December 2

Christmas Play Rehearsal

December 9

Christmas Play Rehearsal

December 15

Christmas Play Dress
Rehearsal
Children’s Ministry Team
Meeting
Christmas Play
Christmas Break

December 16
December 16
December 26

Children will go directly to Room
314 at 9:00!
10:30 Sanctuary
Speaking parts only
10:30 Sanctuary
Speaking parts only
Speaking, non-speaking and
singing parts
10:30 Room 316

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
NO Kidz Konnection
NO Sonshine Singers
December 30
Movie: TBA
Room 314 9:15 – 10:00
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board

Large Group Music Time
Sunday Mornings
is growing rapidly, and we
really need more teachers and helpers! We would like to
split the group up but aren’t able to without more
leaders! There could be as many as 30 children each
week.
This is a fun and fast-paced evening that begins with
video introduction of the lesson, Power Verse, and
application.
Kidz split into groups that will either go to choir or stay
for some fun Bible skillz!
Please consider joining us on Wednesday evenings. All
materials will be provided and fun is always welcome!

Our morning music time on Sundays is off
to a great start! The children are having a
lot of fun and are really excited to sing!
Sunday School children that are not acting
in this year’s play will be part of the choir.
We are hoping to have full Sunday school
participation this year. Please encourage
your child participation through acting or
singing in this year’s performance!

Christmas Play
Speaking part rehearsals: Sundays, December 2 and 9 at 10:15 a.m. in the sanctuary
Dress rehearsal for everyone who will be in the play: Saturday, December 15, 9 a.m. -noon. This
includes children who want to be angels, shepherds, sheep or who will sing in the choir. This will be our
only rehearsal together and attendance is required for all who are participating.
Christmas play performance: Sunday, December 16, 9 a.m. service
Please email Carrie Kreps Wegenast (carriek007@yahoo.com) with questions and to sign your
child/youth/yourself up to participate.
We also need adults to help with costumes, and directing the children between scenes.
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100% of a free-will offering
Will be given to the
Salvation Army Food Pantry

Adults $5
children 12 and under $3
Or $12 per family
Proceeds go to the
Church Softball Team and
Youth Ministry Mission Trips
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Library Gift Tree
The Library will be doing a “Gift Tree”
this Advent Season to benefit the
church libraries. It will run from
December 9 to December 30. The tree
will be located in the hallway near the
elevator by Fellowship Hall. The tree
will have envelopes on it with a book
suggestion and the amount it will cost.
Inside the envelope will be a card to put
the name of the donor and for whom it
is in honor of or in memory of. Please
fill out the card and place a check or
cash in the envelope and seal it.
There will be a basket to place
the envelopes in.
ATTENTION HOLIDAY GIFT GIVERS!
The Scrip Team would like to help you out with some easy gift ideas for
those hard-to-buy-for loved ones, whether they’re out of town or in
town…Gift cards purchased from your friendly Scrip team are the
answer. It’s easy to send gift cards to distant friends and relatives, just
stick them in a holiday card and the shipping is a simple stamp. But don’t
forget, college kids love to take grocery, gas and shopping gift cards
BACK to school with them as well! Also, for those everyday do-gooders
who deserve a pat on the back, Scrip gift cards are the answer again!
Favorite teachers, mail delivery and paper delivery persons, coaches,
activity directors, doctors, nurses, therapists, bosses… even a couple
very deserving pastors might enjoy a simple gesture of thanks. And, what
better stocking stuffer than a nice gift card or two? They’ll remember
you every time they use one, long after the holidays are over.
The Scrip Team has added some new cards for the holidays, and
some new denominations of your favorite cards as well. Check out
the list below, and stock up now, before they’re gone!
Retailer
Amazon
Buffalo Wild Wings
Culver’s
Culver’s
Domino’s Pizza
McDonald’s
Panera Bread
Papa Murphy’s Pizza
Starbuck’s
Starbuck’s
Subway
Target
Target
Wendy’s

Denomination
$10
$10
$10
$20
$10
$10
$10
$10
$10
$25
$10
$10
$25
$10

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or $12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
December 5 -

Chicken Adobo

December 12 -

Bob’s Casserole

December 19 -

Ham Loaf

December 26 -

No Dinner

Merry Christmas!
!

4:00 p.m.
A family service featuring our
multi-generational Christmas Orchestra
7:00 p.m.
Traditional service featuring Sanctuary
Choir and Wesley Handbell Choir
10:00 p.m.
Candlelight service with Communion
featuring special harp music
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Nerenhausen/Sorensen
Family

Martha
Kulhavy

Martha Kulhavy just celebrated her 96th birthday in
October. She was raised on a farm near Bonduel with
a brother. Another brother died in infancy. She
graduated from Shawano High School and attended
Badger Green Bay Business College. She worked as a
secretary for Levee Architect in Appleton.
She married her husband John who died on October
11, 1979. She has three daughters; Mary is married to
Charlie and lives in West Virginia; Ruth lives in Idaho,
and Liz lives in Appleton.
Martha has two granddaughters, of whom she is very
proud; Jennifer is married, lives in Maryland and is a
CPA; Sarah lives in Philadelphia, and is a pilot with
Piedmont Airlines. Did I say she was proud?
She worked at First Church for 28 years, starting with
Rev. Marvin Schilling (who recently died at the age of
106). She was able to attend the visitation.
She moved to Appleton and joined First church when
Bishop Alton was senior pastor. Martha was involved
in Mother’s Club, Circles, Guild, Traveling Tea Party,
and Kum Dbls, to name a few. After she retired, she
was a member of Stephen Ministry, and is still a
member of the Memorial Committee.
Martha likes to read and “Google” on her computer.
Travel? Why, yes! She has been to most of the states
in the U.S., including Hawaii. She enjoyed Hostel
traveling. Other trips include Ireland, Australia, and
New Zealand, most of Europe, Bali, Fuji Islands,
Czech Republic, and Belize. We asked what her
favorite trip was, and she replied, “All of them!”
Martha is very active (with a little help from her
daughter Liz and friends) and lives in her home.
We are proud of her!

We would like to introduce to you Brian Sorensen and Lisa
Nerenhausen and their three children. Brian was born in
Minnetonka, MN and raised in Eden Prairie, MN. Brian has
two sisters (one deceased). He graduated from Eden Prairie
High School in 1976, and attended UW-Green Bay, graduating
in 1981 with majors in Communications and Theatrical Arts.
Brian spent about 30 years as a Building Maintenance Manager
in Minneapolis and Appleton. His best job ever was Road
Technician/Puppeteer for Ronald McDonald (yes, the clown).
His hobbies include acting for numerous community theaters in
Appleton. He also enjoys home renovation, but cancer in 2010
slowed him down (he says).
Lisa was born in Houston, TX and raised on Washington Island
until 16 years old, and then her family moved to West DePere.
She has three siblings. She graduated from West DePere High
School in 1978 and attended tech school in Green Bay majoring
in Secretarial Science-Medical. Lisa is Playground Supervisor
at Edison Elementary School and owns her own cleaning
business. She cleans rentals on Washington Island and private
homes. Her hobbies include walking, photography, cooking,
and reading, playing Scrabble and cards with her mom,
gardening and preserving food.
Brian and Lisa met through a singles ad in the Star Tribune.
They married in West DePere on October 20, 1990 with Lisa’s
dad performing the ceremony. They have three children:
Parker lives in Green Bay and is assistant manager at “You
Break I Fix” and during Sept/Oct works at “Terror on the Fox”.
Griffin lives in Gunnison, CO and works for a landscaping
company in the summer and in the winter is a lift operator at
Crested Butte Ski Resort.
Leah is 20 and is their special needs child/adult. She will
graduate this year from Appleton East and lives at home. She
brings much joy in their lives despite her disability.
They grew up Lutheran – Lisa’s dad was a Lutheran pastor!
Lisa calls herself Luthmeth. They visited churches but First
Church was the only one where the pastor, as we left, said, “I
don’t believe I know you” and sent the welcome cookie people
to them. Oh, the power of cookies! The family made a Wish
Trip to Florida for Leah.
Brian has been a past Trustee and Board member, and will be
joining the Finance Committee in 2019. He is also a liturgist.
Lisa has taught VBS, Sunday school, middle school youth
group; on the Youth Board, and did Christmas programs for
about 18 years. They are involved in many, many school and
outside groups – too many to mention here. They are a busy
family!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NON-PROFIT
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
All members and friends
-Ministers:
ORG.
Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson:
Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com

325 E Franklin St
Appleton, WI 54911
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Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org

xx

Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &
Bass Clef Director:
PJ Uhazie pjuhaz@gmail.com
Wesley Handbell Choir Director:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace Director:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers Director:
Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Tom Martens
Doug Herge
Norm Ladewig

It’s been a while since you played your horn? Have you been
learning to play the cello? You still remember how to play the flute,
but don’t have a chance to play? Maybe, you’re in middle school or
high school and would like a chance to play with a different group?
If any of these describe your situation, have we got an opportunity
for you:
First Church’s Multigenerational Christmas Eve (amateur)
Orchestra! Marty Robinson is looking for string, woodwind, brass,
and percussion players 6th grade and older to play a set before the 4
p.m. Christmas Eve service. We need everyone.
Rehearsals will be in the Sanctuary and are set for:
 Tuesday, Dec. 18th, 6:30 - 7:30
 Saturday, Dec. 22nd, 4:00 - 5:00 (or this could be 3:30 - 4:30 if
necessary, all assuming the 5:30 service is in the chapel)
 Monday, Dec. 24th, 2:30-3:20 in advance of the 4:00 service.
Then, we will play starting at 3:40.
Then, we will play starting at 3:40.

