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December 18th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

Sunday morning service on December 24th will be a
combined service at 9am and on
December 30/31 we will have three regular church services as usual

December Memory Verse:
“Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife...She will give birth to
a son, and you will call him Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.”
– Matthew 1:20-21
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What does it mean to be faithful?
I checked a couple of dictionaries recently for the meaning of the word “faithful.”
Different dictionaries came up with different synonyms for the word: “loyal,
accurate, trustworthy, conscientious, binding, true to the facts” were offered.

Pastor Ponderings

Only one of the older dictionaries in my bookshelf made a connection between
“being faithful” and actually “showing faith.” It shouldn’t surprise me then to find
out that the Merriam Webster online dictionary considers ‘faithful’ as being “full of
faith” obsolete.
I would actually agree. In most instances that I use the word “faithful” I don’t think
of it as having a connection with faith. And yet: this is an intriguing dimension. As
a person of faith in Christ I would say that my faithfulness in all arenas of life is
deeply linked to me being “full of faith.” If I have faith in God’s goodness as
expressed in Christ I trust that there is a power beyond my own present in my life
that helps me to be faithful.
What are areas in your life in which you need faith in the power of Christ to live out
loyalty, conscientiousness, trustworthiness or accuracy? As we study Joseph’s
faithfulness this month in worship, study and devotions at First Church I invite you
to strengthen your faith. Be intentional about worshipping at church with others,
reading your Bible, reading our church’s advent devotional, participating in an
Advent study or intentionally ask the Lord for the faith you need to also be a faithful
person.
May God bless you as we journey into the season of Advent.

Pastor Markus

December 2017 Preaching Plan
Theme:
“Faithful – Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph”
December 2/3 – Communion, 1st of Advent
Text: Matthew 13:54-56
Theme: Models of Love

December 2017 Pulpit Preview

December 9/10 – 2nd of Advent, Kids Christmas Pageant at 9am service
Text: Matthew 1: 18f
Theme: Grace

This year we are invited to follow the journey of
Joseph’s faithfulness throughout this Advent season.
Worship will not be the only avenue of going on this
journey. Our first ever First Church Advent devotional
will take us along this journey. Our Advent studies that
are offered on different days, times and locations
throughout Advent will follow Joseph’s journey. And
of course, worship, will follow his journey as well as
our theme will be:
Faithful – Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph

December 16/17 – 3rd of Advent
Text: Matthew 1: 18-21
Theme: Courage

I am excited for you and me to discover how Joseph’s
journey relates to our own journeys.

December 30/31
Text: Matthew 2:13-15; 19-23
Theme: On the road again – the journey continues…

December 23/24 – 4th of Advent, Pastor Liz preaching, Sunday service
will be combined at 9am
Text: Luke 2:1-5
Theme: Blessing of the poor
December 24 – Candle light services at 4pm, 7pm and 10pm
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As every year, we will soon be invited to make a special Christmas gift to
First Church. I’m pleased to let you know that again, we do not intend to
keep all to ourselves. We understand that we as a church also are called to
give generously to support those in need around us.
Many exciting things are
happening around First Church
right now! There is only more
excitement to come. Make sure to
come to church to get the First
Church Advent Devotional
booklet, which we are handing out
starting on November 26th. Make
sure to sign up for an Advent
Study as well. We have many
different groups to choose from,
and each brings a different leader
who has different gifts. I
encourage you through this Advent
Season to really stretch yourself to
look at the love, grace, courage,
and blessing that God gives us.
Step out of your comfort zone to
take a new step in your faith
journey by joining a class,
volunteering is something you
have not before, challenge yourself
in your actions when you are not in
the church building. God has not
just called us to a place of rest, but
a place of excitement.
With God’s Love,

This year we plan to give $3,000 away to make a difference in the world.
Depending on how generous our special Christmas offering will be this
could be anywhere between 15% - 30% of our total.
In recent years we focused on supporting community organizations like
NAMI or the Community Clothes Closet. We have also supported the
Imagine No Malaria initiative through our Christmas offering. This year
we will do something new, and for this we need the help of our Youth and
Young Adults!
The Youth and Young Adults will go on three mission trips next summer
and each group will take $1,000 along to leave with the community in
which they have been serving. The Youth and Young Adults will be asked
to prayerfully consider where the money will have the greatest impact of
healing and hope. Not only will this help First Church to make a
difference in the lives of people in need, it will also help our Youth and
Young Adults to grow in their own discipleship as they determine the
impact of their donation.
I’ve asked Brian Stahl, our Director of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries, to tell us where the Youth and Young Adults are headed next
year…
In June and July of 2018, First Church will send High School Youth to
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Young Adults to Houston, Texas, and
Middle School Youth to Davenport, Iowa. A total of 56 Youth, 8 Young
Adults, and 11 Adult Leaders will serve the people of these
communities. Thank you to the Congregation for your willingness to
give, your dedication to reaching others for God’s Kingdom, and your
continued love and support of our Youth and Young Adult Ministries.
I am very excited for the youth and their leaders to make the decision on
how our Christmas offering will make the most significant difference in
the communities they serve.
Merry Christmas,
Pastor Markus
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Reach Out and Ring Those Bells!
Individuals, Friends, and Families are invited to help FUMC
ring bells for the Salvation Army on Saturday, Dec. 9th.
Please consider giving 2 hours of your time to help others in
our community who aren’t as blessed. It’s a great way to
share the Christmas spirit and show others we care. This is a
match day and history shows that people are more willing to
donate if someone is ringing a bell. Bell ringing shifts are
between 10 AM and 6 PM. All sites are between doors so
you’ll be out of the wind and able to easily share a smile
along with your Christmas greeting. Look for the sign-up
sheet next to the SCRIP table or contact Ruth Henschel at
202-3300 to reserve your time and location.

Thanks to everyone who
sent cards, called us and
prayed for Bill as he had
his cochlear implant (ear
surgery) - he is hearing
much better now.
~Bill & Arden Thomas

Our Youth will be
serving our church
family, by baking
cookies and sending care
packages to our
college students in
February. The
Cookie Bake will be
held on
Saturday, January 27,
from 8 - Noon.
We are in need of donations of sugar cookie dough,
money for postage ($8 per box), and Youth and Adult
Leaders to bake the cookies. Last year we baked 110
dozen cookies and sent 58 care packages.
In addition, we are looking for College Student
addresses. If you are a college student or have a college
student in your family, please send addresses to
bstahl@appfumc.org by January 15.

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery topics. The video
seminars are combined with group discussion of the
materials presented during the video, as well as
participants sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their loved one. Each
week is a different topic. People can join at any
point in the 13-week cycle. Are you grieving the
loss of a loved one? Do you know someone who is?
Regardless of how long ago it happened, when you
are grieving a loved one's death, the holiday season
can feel like an "emotional swamp filled with land
mines!" You are NOT alone and there are others
who will not only help you today, they will also
help you to find hope for the future.
Classes are held on Wednesdays, from 1:00 -3:00
p.m. and 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room
through December. They will start up again in
March.
Please contact Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare
Facilitator at 574-2859 if you should have any
questions or concerns.

Advent Devotionals

The Advent Devotionals are done, and ready to be
shared! Some of you may have received them when
in worship and others will find them at the
Welcome Desk located by Fellowship Hall. Our
volunteer writers did an excellent job, so make sure
that you see how God is touching them, and see
how God can touch you through them.
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Mission of the Month

The mission of the month for December is NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) Fox Valley/Iris Place. They offer support, education, and
outreach and envision a community free of stigma that supports and
promotes mental health and recovery. Iris Place is a peer run respite that
offers a place for someone struggling with issues to go for a few days to a
week to reflect and get away from the stresses of life.
The items that they are in need of right now are:
Journals
Valley Transit passes
2018 Calendars
Sheet sets (Full)
Lamps – table, desk, floor
Full size refrigerator – do you have one you are looking to get rid of?
Dishwasher – Again, maybe you are looking to get rid of one
There are other items on their priority wish list, which are listed on the MOM
bulletin board.
Thank you for your support.

Festival of God’s Harvest

On behalf of the Warming Shelter, I
would like to thank each and every
one of you who was able to take time
out of your busy schedules to serve
those in need the beginning of
November. With your help, we were
able to prepare the meal, serve the
meal and assist the staff with the later
shift and early morning shifts, for 4
days. If you have been to the shelter,
you know just how much our being
there means to both the staff and the
clients. Again, thank you thank you
thank you for supporting this always
important ministry. Also, a huge
thank you to everyone who supported
the Grateful Plateful, which is the
Warming Shelters largest fund raiser
each year. Through your generous
donations, FUMC was able to provide
2 baskets for the silent auction. All
together the Grateful Plateful raised
$50,000 for the shelter. ~Pam Chitek

Phoebe Circle
Phoebe Circle will meet December 12 at 9:00 am. We will be
gathering at Angels Restaurant on John St. If you purchased a gift
for our adopted family, please bring them with you or drop them
off at the church office. This will also be a social time for the
group and we invite any of the women of the church to join us. If
you are planning on attending, please call the church office or
Ellen Roe (734-7302) by Friday, December 8th so that we can
make reservations at the restaurant. We look forward to seeing you
there. On January 9th we will be meeting at St. Joe’s Food pantry
for a tour of the facility and then touring the Community Clothes
Closet. Mark your calendars and plan to join us.

Library Gift Tree

The Missions Ministry Team is happy to report
that our church made a HUGE impact in
people’s lives through the St. Joe’s Food
program. Our recent record-setting November
Food Drive “tipped the scale” at 2,745 pounds!
This is about 400 pounds more than any other
drive held here. Many thanks to all who worked
on and/or contributed to this annual holiday
event!

The Library will be doing a “Gift Tree” this Advent Season to
benefit the church libraries. It will run from December 10 to
January 8. The tree will be located in the hallway near the elevator
by Fellowship Hall. The tree will have envelopes on it with a book
suggestion and the amount it will cost. Inside the envelope will be
a card to put the name of the donor and for whom it is in honor of
or in memory of. Please fill out the
card and place a check or cash in the
envelope and seal it. There will be a
basket to place the envelopes in.
Thank you for your donations.
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FUMC Appleton Youth Ministries
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Stewardship Focus Update
With joy and thanksgiving we are excited to share that we have already received 193
Commitment Cards for our 2018 budget. Your gifts enable our congregation to remain
vibrant and bold in sharing the love of God in Christ through the many ministries we
have for our members and community. Thank you for making a pledge to First Church
while we are in the midst of a major capital campaign. If you have not had a chance yet
to fill out and return a commitment card please send your card to church, put it in the
collection plate, or call/email the church office. If you have not received a card or misplaced it please let us know.
May we give to God through our church in gratitude and may our giving be a response to God’s grace.

Capital Projects & Improvements Update
Progress continues on the list of Capital Projects. The window well refurbish of
the well walls and sills will be completed by the time this newsletter article is
received. The railings are being cleaned and painted and will be installed soon
after the window wells are done. New drain strainers are on order and will also
be installed in the window well drains to help trap debris entering the wells.
The Trustees received architectural drawings for the lower level restrooms under
the Narthex of the church. Direction was given to proceed with sharing the
drawings with our construction manager to get costs for the remodel. It was
decided the restrooms would be non-gender specific, allowing for more
versatility of usage.
New improved LED lighting was discussed for the entire facility for which a
quote has been received. The LED lighting would replace any of the current
fluorescent and incandescent type lighting in the entire facility. At this time more research into the lighting project is
being done so that a final decision can be made. This project has a savings component in energy usage as well as a rebate
through Focus on Energy.
The Board of Trustees did approve the retrofit of the 18 pendant lights in the Sanctuary to LED cassettes. Additional
LED fixtures will be installed to better illuminate the Chancel area. This project is being funded through Endowment and
the Building Fund which is not part of the Capital Projects Budget.
Quotes for replacement of the windows in the school wing classrooms, Asbury Lounge, Fellowship Hall and Wesley
Room are being obtained. The Board of Trustees should have window replacement costs by the next meeting in
December.
The flagstone patio area which has just recently completed outside of the bronze door leading to the courtyard was funded
through the Building Endowment Fund. This fund provides for the maintenance of the facility. Funds are made available
for this purpose each year.
The Board of Trustees

Church Records
Deaths:
11-05-2017
Anita Taugner
11-05-2017
Mildred Wallace

Sunday morning service on December 24th will be a
combined service at 9am
and on December 30/31 we will have three regular church
services as usual.
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Ways to Spread the
Christmas Spirit
Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or
$12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
December 6- Honey baked chicken
December 13- Ravioli
December 20- No Meal
December 27- No Meal

Merry Christmas!

Your Chancel Team has been hard at work planning a beautiful backdrop
for all of us to worship the coming of our savior this season. Poinsettias
will be an important part of our décor, and when making a donation, you
will be able to designate whether it be “in honor of” or “in memory of” a
friend or family member. These will be listed in the bulletin on December
17th. However, when you make your donation, it will not be toward one
individual plant.
There will not be one plant for each donor to take home in January. The
chancel committee will select the number of plants that will enhance our
worship space, and the remaining funds will be put toward the chancel fund
for further enhancing our church in future holidays.
We have needed to purchase new decorations and would like to build a fund
from which to make this possible.

There also is another option for your Christmas giving, and that is to
COTS, Inc. is a transitional shelter helping individuals experiencing
homelessness in the Fox Cities, Wisconsin. Our goal is to end
homelessness by helping individuals to transition to self-sufficiency
and independent living.
Thank you for your generosity in purchasing poinsettias, giving to our
chancel fund and/or to COTS.
If there are any questions or concerns, please call Julie Anderson at
731-7899. Deadline for donations is December 12th. All checks can be
made payable to “FUMC”. Please watch the church bulletins, starting
November 25/26 for the insert or you can call the church office (734-2677).

The Cookie Walk is Coming! The Cookie Walk is Coming! December 10th!
The Holiday Season is upon us and Christmas is right around the corner. The Mothers of Growing Disciples will once again
be offering you the chance to cross one more thing off your holiday list-Christmas cookies and baking. The annual Cookie
Walk will be held on December 10th. This is MOGD’s major fund raiser for the year and proceeds will be donated to
organizations and families within our church and local communities. Mark your calendars and plan on having your
Christmas baking done!
Also, please consider making a donation to the cookie walk. You can drop off bakery in the church kitchen on Saturday
December 9th between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m., or right before the 9:00 service on December 10th in the Asbury Lounge.
If you are able to donate bakery, please indicate this on the You Can Count on Me sheet found in your weekly bulletin, or
just drop it off! Please label the items, “For the MOGD Cookie Walk” also label your pans or dishes with your name.
Thank you in advance for your help and support.
Donations made in the past by MOGD with proceeds from the annual cookie walk include:
*Several pieces of new luggage given to CASA of Outagamie County to be used by children and youth being placed in
foster care.
*VBS materials
*Support for Youth participating in Missions
*Assistance to church families experiencing medical or other emergency expenses
*Donations of items for a silent auction benefitting church and community members
*And More!
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Theology on Mondays
Book Study: Neither Wolf Nor Dog
by Kent Nerburn
In this 1996 Minnesota Book Award
winning book, Kent Nerburn draws
the reader deep into the world of an
Indian elder known only as Dan.
Realists wanting a truthful, fiery, and
cleansing dialogue between Indian and
white will find it here as Nerburn
exposes the real truth, which whites
are often unwilling to face. The author
describes his work as a constant
search, from various perspectives, for
an authentic American spirituality,
especially the indigenous spirituality
of the people who first inhabited this
continent. Facilitators: Margie and
Tom Johnson
When Did God Become a Christian?
Join the Wednesday Noon Study
Group when Rev Markus facilitates a
book study of When Did God Become
a Christian?, written by Rev David
Kalas, UM pastor, First Church Green
Bay. Ellen Roe will facilitate when
Rev. Markus is not available.
Throughout history, both seasoned
believers and those new to
Christianity, have struggled with the
question of why God seems so
different in the Old Testament than in
the New Testament. Through this
study, Rev. Kalas helps the reader to
grow in understanding of God’s nature
and the unity of Scripture while
encouraging to love, worship and trust
God more. The book is recommended
but not required reading. Group to
gather at 11:00, with the study starting
at 11:15, ending at 12:30.
Sermon Discussions
Ever have questions about a sermon
preached at First Church and want to
discuss it? Join Pastor Markus or
Pastor Liz and dive deeper into how
we can live out scripture in our lives.
Theology on Tap
Like casual conversation? Join Pastor
Liz once a month to discuss today’s
events and how we react and act as
God’s people in our world.
Conversation is always relaxed, and
all opinions are welcome.

Sacred Parenting
Join other parents who are a part of
First church as we dive into Sacred
Parenting which works off a simple
premise: Raising children shapes the
parent every bit as much as parents
shape their children. Many books have
been written about how to parent a
child effectively, how to become a
better parent, and how effective
parenting produces better kids. Sacred
Parenting explores an entirely
different reality: how parenting affects
the parent. It explores the spiritual
dynamics of parenting, and why
caring for children is such an effective
discipline in shaping our souls and
forming the character of Christ within
us. Because Sacred Parenting is not a
'how to' book, it unstintingly admits
the difficulties, struggles, and failures
that often accompany parenting---and
then shows how God has used those
difficulties, struggles, and even
failures to build up the parents who
experience them.
John: The Gospel of Light and Life
The Gospel of John is the most deeply
spiritual of the four gospels. This
writing is filled with rich images and
profound truths, but John notes that
his aim in writing the gospel is that
readers will not only believe in Jesus
Christ, but that they “may have life in
his name.” You’ll follow the life,
ministry, death, and resurrection of
Jesus through the Gospel of John and
understand the context of some of the
best-known verses in the New
Testament. Everything you need to
lead small groups of all ages is
available for this special study
including the entire Gospel of John in
the CEB translation printed in the
book.
Financial Peace University
Dave Ramsey knows what it's like to
have it all. By age twenty-six, he had
established a four-million-dollar real
estate portfolio, only to lose it by age
thirty. He has since rebuilt his
financial life and, through his
workshops, he has helped hundreds of
thousands of people to understand the
forces behind their financial distress
and how to set things right-financially,
emotionally, and spiritually. With
practical and easy to follow methods
and personal anecdotes, Financial

Peace is the road map to personal
control, financial security, a new, vital
family dynamic, and lifetime peace.
Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a
Relentless God
Want to be pushed to take the next
step in your faith? Join Pastor Liz for
this study. It's crazy, if you think
about it. The God of the universe—the
Creator of nitrogen and pine needles,
galaxies and E-minor—loves us with a
radical, unconditional, self-sacrificing
love. And what is our typical
response? We go to church, sing
songs, and try not to cuss. God is
calling you to a passionate love
relationship with God’s self. Because
the answer to religious complacency
isn't working harder at a list of do's
and don'ts—it's falling in love with
God. And once you encounter God’s
love you will never be the same.
Because when you're wildly in love
with someone, it changes everything.
Bible 101
Whether you haven’t opened a Bible
ever or feel like you should know
more about your Bible, Pastor Liz
invites you to a One-Time
Opportunity: Bible 101. Learn or be
reminded of what the themes of the
Old and New Testament are,
important stories that we often skip
over, and much more. This
opportunity will not just be a listening
time, but also one of activities, so
don’t miss out!
Women’s Thursday Noon Study
Join Pastor Liz as we continue to dive
deep into 1 Corinthians in: Unity in
the Midst of Chaos.
Men’s Thursday Noon Study
Join Pastor Markus as we continue to
take a closer look at 2 Peter and Jude
in: Standing Tall and Falling Hard –
Life’s ups and downs in the Light of
the New Testament Books of 2 Peter
and Jude
Women’s Retreat: Calm in the
Storm
No matter where you are on your
journey, there seems to always be
something that you need to do. Join
Pastor Liz at Pine Lake Camp with
people of all generations as we find
calm in the storm.
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Advent Study, Faithful: Christmas Through
the Eyes of Joseph
Join one of the many groups that are looking at
Christmas through a different lens: the eyes of
Joseph. Joseph so often is barely mentioned when it
comes to the story of Jesus Christ’s birth, but this year
First Church is making sure that he is not forgotten by
focusing on Adam Hamilton’s book, Faithful:
Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph. Each of our
studies is set with different days, times, spaces, and
leaders so you are bound to learn something new.
Studies are held: Sunday Mornings, Monday
Afternoons, Tuesday Evenings, Wednesday Nights,
Thursday Morning and Evening, and Friday
Mornings, and start November 26th. Sign up for one
of the studies by calling the office.
Sundays, Nov. 26 - Dec. 17, 10:30am – Wesley
Room (Hosted by Wendy Anzelmo and
Linda Webster)
Mondays, Nov. 27 - Dec. 18, 2:00pm – Anderson’s
House (Hosted by Bob & Julie Anderson)
Tuesdays, Nov. 28 - Dec. 19, 5:00pm – Copper Rock,
Downtown (Hosted by Sloan Sullivan)
Wednesdays, November 29-Dec. 20, 5:30-6:15,
Asbury Lounge (Host to be determined)
Thursdays, Nov. 30 - Dec. 21, noon – Asbury
Lounge (Hosted by Pastor Markus and
Pastor Liz)
Thursdays, Nov. 30 - Dec. 21, 5:30pm – Liz’s
House (Hosted by Laura Nobbe &
Pastor Liz)
Fridays, Dec. 1 - Dec. 22, 11:00am – Church Library
(Hosted by Molly Endter)

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS EASIER!
With all the hectic activity, hustle and bustle that comes
with a busy holiday season, wouldn’t you like to make
your life a little simpler? We’re here to help.
Plan now to make our Scrip gift card program a part of
your Christmas shopping this year, and help out our
church mission at the same time!
If you know that you will be buying things at Target,
Shopko, Kohl’s and many other retailers this season, why
not get a gift card for yourself to cover those purchases?
Need extra gas or groceries for all the holiday running
around and parties? Stock up now and always have a card
or two handy.
Not sure what to get for that hard to buy for relative? An
Amazon gift card might be just the thing, and it allows
them to shop online!
Scrip gift cards are perfect stocking stuffers, gifts for your
kids’ favorite teachers, a babysitter, mail carrier,
paperboy, that special neighbor that’s always there to lend
a hand, or even a boss or coworker.
Nothing says THANK YOU like a gift card at the
holidays!
Scrip gift cards are great for friends and relatives across
the country too. They’re light and easy to mail - just tuck
one or two into a holiday card for a distant loved one and
brighten their day!
Buying from AMAZON?????
Did you know that AMAZON is available on Scrip?
YES – you could be giving the Church 2.5% of all those
Amazon purchases!?! Plus it’s easy!!!
Sign up for Scrip Now– and on your phone or computer
you can purchase an Amazon gift card which loads
directly into your Amazon account. Use the credit in your
Amazon account to make your purchase and the church
gets 2.5%! It’s that easy!
ScripNow allows you to purchase gift cards to
ANYWHERE right on your phone or computer … while
you are shopping, traveling, dining out, etc. Think how
great it will be when almost all your purchases that you
already make every day are earning money for the
Church!
Stop by the Scrip table to get signed up for Scrip Now or
email Sue Swanson for more info scs003@aol.com.

(There is no cost for the book, due to a generous gift)
Merry Christmas from Scrip!
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Join us for an amazing evening that is sure to get you in the Christmas sprit!
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News
Upcoming Events
December 3
December 3
December 9
December 10
December 24
December 27
December 31

Advent Special programming
Christmas Play Rehearsal
Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal
Christmas Play
Christmas Eve
Christmas Break
New Year’s Eve

See Article Below
10:30 Sanctuary
9-noon
9:00 Worship Service
Family Worship Day
NO KIDZ Konnection
No Sunday School- Happy New Year!

Update
is going stronger than ever and boy are we having so much fun! We finished
our unit on Elisha in November and are beginning a new series “Emotions”. The kids have been busy
doing fun activities too!
In October Carrie Kreps-Wegenast gave the children a lesson on how to make balloon animals. We
painted rocks to hide for Fox Valley Hidden Rocks, prepared soap and wash cloth bags and paper rolls
for the youth’s Operation Christmas Child, and we will be working on fleece scarves for the children
at Harbor House! We are so grateful to be able to share this ministry with our group of 25 children.
is for children in 1st - 5th grade. We meet Wednesday nights from 6-7:30.

Have you been blessed by ministries in our church? Would you
like to bless a child the same way? We are still looking for
teachers for the 2017-18 school season. Leading a class is
rewarding, fun, and you help to teach children the Word of God!
Classrooms are organized, and there is little to no gathering of supplies!
The curriculum is easy to follow and jam packed with activities to keep the little ones busy for the whole hour. When
possible, the ideal commitment from our teachers is one time per month!
Join one of our great teaching teams and help us teach children some of the most important lessons they will ever learn!
Contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information.

Look for an article on our new Puppet Ministry coming in January!!

Event

December 3 please send your child directly to Sunday School! We have
a morning of fun planned! Children in preschool – grade 5 will meet on
the third floor in room 314. We will split up the age groups and they will
rotate through fun stations. Children will make a craft, play a game,
watch a short movie, and hear the story of Jesus’ birth! It will be a fun
morning for all!
Please make sure to pick your children up at 10:00 in room 314.
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Christmas Play

This year’s Christmas Play will take place on December 10 at 9:00.
Try outs and rehearsals are as follows:
December 3 - rehearsal for speaking parts 10:30 a.m. in sanctuary
December 9 - dress rehearsal for everyone 9-noon in sanctuary.
Non speaking roles are available for everyone that attends the dress rehearsal!!

Third Grade Bibles
Congratulations to all of our third grade students
who received their Bibles in November!!

PUZZLE TIME

Trunk or Treat Update
Thank you to everyone that helped with our 3rd annual
Trunk or Treat! The weather was beautiful and the
hospitality was incredible! We had many donations of
candy, toys, dessert bars, and hotdogs. We had 12 cars
decorated. The youth served almost 300 hotdogs,
desserts and ran the games The Children’s Ministry Team
handed out bags and were in charge of the drawing, and
our church family did a wonderful job decorating their
cars to welcome the children in our community!
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We present Al, Becky and Annika Schmidt. Al was born and raised
in Appleton. After 25 years in the restaurant business, he retired
when Annika was born. He manages real estate investments and his
snow plowing company, which takes care of the church’s parking
lot.
Becky was raised in Libertyville, Illinois. She studied piano at the
Chicago Institute of Music and attended the University of Illinois in
Champaign-Urbana. Becky worked in international sales at Anchor
Food Products and later in admissions at Lawrence, and retired to
raise Annika.
Annika is a freshman at Appleton North High School. She studies
cello and plays in the Fox Valley Youth Concert Orchestra. She
also dances with the Makaroff Youth Ballet and will be performing
in the Nutcracker at the PAC in December. She has two older
brothers, Zachary, who lives in Minneapolis and is a freelance
artist, and Ansel, who is married, resides in Portland, Oregon, and
is a copywriter for an advertising agency.
Al sings tenor in the Festival Choir and is a 38-year member of the
MacDowell Male Chorus. Becky loves playing the piano in church,
and accompanying Al’s solos. They met at a MacDowell rehearsal
when Becky filled in at the piano for Marlene Butler. It has been
sweet music ever since, having celebrated 20 years of marriage this
year!
Al and Becky enjoy volunteering together at Annika’s schools, and
as a family, they enjoy games, movies, travel, and of course, music!

Have you seen the car with the license plate
“JT1919”? Well that is Jeanette Tobler’s
vehicle. She was born on Christmas Day,
1919 along with her brother Russell (yes, a
twin); hence, the license plate! She was born
at home on the Glenview, Illinois farm that her
great grandfather homesteaded, which is north
of Chicago. She had three brothers and one
sister, one brother still living.
She met her husband Johnny when he was a
sophomore and she a freshman in high school
and married on Johnny’s 21st birthday. She
has two sons and one daughter, seven
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren of
whom she is very, very proud. It would take
several pages to list all their accomplishments!
After her family was raised, she worked at
Osco/Jewel Tea. She has traveled a lot – six
continents, including trips to Switzerland.
Johnny was Swiss and they visited family
there several times. She moved to Appleton
from Elgin, Illinois in 1985 to be near her son
Jack and his family. She has volunteered at
the Community Clothes Closet, exercised at
the Thompson Center and helped with the
Wednesday night meal here at church. A few
years ago she was selected as Volunteer of the
Year for the Clothes Closet and was honored
at a luncheon at the Green Bay Packers Atrium
(met and had her picture taken with Mark
Murphy)! She loves all the wonderful people
here and we love her!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461
www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
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Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Tom Martens

Christmas Eve Family Orchestra
It’s been a while since you played your horn? Have you been learning
to play the cello? You still remember how to play the flute, but don’t
have a chance to play? Maybe, you’re in middle school or high school
and would like a chance to play with a different group? If any of these
describe your situation, have we got an opportunity for you. First
Church’s Multigenerational Christmas Eve (amateur) Orchestra!
Marty Robinson is looking for string, woodwind, brass, and
percussion players 6th grade and older to play a set before the 4 p.m.
Christmas Eve service. We need everyone.
Rehearsals will be in the Sanctuary and are set for:
 Monday, Dec. 18th, 6:30 - 7:30
 Thursday, Dec. 21st 6:30 - 7:30
 Sun. Dec. 24th, 2:30 - 3:20 in advance of the 4:00 service
Then, we will play starting at 3:40.

