
Page 1 of 4 
 

Sermon 12-15/16-2018 

Luke’s Ultimate Advent Playlist – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 1:46f; 68f; 2:13f 
 

46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 

Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

 

213 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

1) 
How is your personal Advent journey going? Do you feel like you’re on a journey or does the 

month of December feel like just any other month? 

Here at First Church we are invited to journey through Advent by looking into how each 

of the gospels in the New Testament handles the theme of Advent. We started with the gospel of 

Mark who has the shortest of all approaches to Advent: Mark starts with the adult Jesus who gets 

introduced by John the Baptist who wants people to make straight paths for Jesus through 

baptism, repentance and the forgiveness of sin. – Remember all of that? 

 

Last week we looked at the gospel of Matthew’s approach to Advent and the story 

of the Wise Men from the East. Their Advent message caused trouble – we 

contemplated how trouble may be a feeling that we have when it comes to Advent. 

 

Today we encounter Luke’s approach to Advent and Christmas. His approach may 

be the most Christmassy to us. Today we heard brief sections of three major songs 

that occur in Luke’s Advent and Christmas story. Luke loves to bring music into 

his story. His gospel actually has four songs total in the Christmas story – we want 

to focus on three of them today.1  

Now, if you want to be critical, and there’d be nothing wrong with that, you 

could point out the following, you could say:  

“Wait a minute, who says these four texts were songs? The Bible doesn’t say 

anything about them being sung.” 

Yes, that is true. Each of those pieces start with the introductory words: 

“she, he, they said” not “sang” – but the poetic way the gospel writer Luke used to 

render these texts in his Greek language suggests that they were musical in nature. 

Church history has certainly captured them through music. 

I want to say it’s no wonder Luke’s gospel strikes us as the most Christmassy 

and festive rendering of the Advent and Christmas narrative – music is just powerful!  

                                                           
1 Catholic tradition identifies three major songs in Luke: The Magnificat of Mary (Luke 1:46-55), the Benedictus of 
Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79), and the Nunc Dimittis of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) – but the angels’ song in Luke 2:13f is of 
course also an important heavenly musical contribution… 
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2) Can we take a look at this powerful music? 

 

2.1) Mary’s song 

Mary’s song has strong scriptural references. You find themes and quotes of Old 

Testament Psalms embedded in her song. Again, as a critical listener you may 

wonder now: “Is that really the young teenage girl Mary who is putting such an 

elaborate song together? Isn’t that the hand of Luke the gospel writer who puts 

these words into Mary’s mouth?” 

 

It is a fair and justified question – it’s a question you can ask of many Bible 

passages. In the end I think you will need to realize that it’s hard to give a definite 

answer. Sure, it might be Luke’s poetical and theological style that is at work here. 

But it is just as plausible that a devout Jewish girl who was familiar with her Bible 

– the OT – would be able to produce a song using language of her religious 

heritage that is preserved for later generations.  

I know some of you get very excited about these kind of questions and 

aspects so I hope I won’t disappoint you when I say:  

Don’t get lost in your inquiry about how we got Mary’s song – look at what 

you find in it when you read them as words from the young woman Mary. She had 

all the reason to be shocked and mad at God for changing her life by using her as a 

vessel for the arrival of his son. But instead she says: 

 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 

How does she do that? How can she magnify the Lord when she had all the right to 

see him as a trouble maker in her life?! Instead she sings to him as her savior. Isn’t 

that fascinating? - Can you relate to that? 

 

I think of countless Christian martyrs who gave thanks to God for his salvation in 

the midst of their persecution. Since I know from history that this happened I 

believe it is true for you and me to do the same and to magnify God even if our life 

situations are far from great.  

Do you think this is a possibility for you? Do you think you can give it a try 

and give thanks to God, praise God, aka magnify him – even in times in which you 

do not feel good? It may open a completely new door in your spiritual life… 

 

Thank you Mary, thank you Luke, for teaching us something powerful thru Mary’s 

song… 

 

2.2) Zechariah’s song 

Zechariah also teaches us something powerful. His was the second song. Recall his 

situation: He was the father of John the Baptist who had a hard time believing that 

his old wife would still have a baby. This results in the angle taking Zachariah’s 

voice away from him. For over nine months he cannot talk until JB is born. And 

one of the first things he does once he gets his voice back is to sing a song. 
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I’m pretty sure it wasn’t pretty! I mean, it can’t be. Those unused vocal cords did 

not deliver a Broadway quality song. But the power was not in the delivery, the 

power was in the words: 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

 

For 9 months Zachariah had time to reflect on what it means that God would use 

his son to prepare the way for Jesus. This time of waiting, meditating and 

reflecting in silence ushers into a song of praising God for his salvation. 

 

So let me just ask you: Do you think keeping silence may produce powerful words 

of praise in your life? Try it! 

 

2.3) The angels’ song 

Silence was probably the opposite from our last song that we contemplate today: 

The song of the angles to the shepherds. I say it was opposite because we are told 

that there was a “multitude” of angels. Even if they sang softly, it would have been 

loud and I assume beautiful, with trained vocal cords! 

No wonder the angels’ initial message is: “don’t be afraid”! Before they explode 

into song: 

 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

Again we could ask: Is this song really historic? Was there really a choir of angles 

singing to shepherds? And if so: who told and taught those multitudes of angels 

what to sing? (the Sunday school Christmas play is actually giving an answer for 

this!!) 

But as before, I want to put the focus on: “What does the song mean?” 

 

This Bible passage has been translated in many different ways: 

 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” This has 

been one historically popular rendering but people who know the Greek language 

really well and are experts in tracing back the most reliable texts that we have, say 

that the best translation is indeed: 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

That leaves me even more with the question: What does that actually mean? 

 

Does that mean that God’s peace is dependent upon human behavior? Does God’s 

peace only rest on earth if people in this earth act in the right way? Or is God’s 

peace a gift so powerful and so authentic that it is given without human attempts to 

earn it? 
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It’s actually a very deep theological question. And it goes right along with the 

theme of salvation that was brought up in the previous songs of Zachariah and 

Mary.  

Is this salvation given free or does it have to be earned? Well, Christianity of 

the protestant variety has embraced the understanding of God’s salvation through 

Christ as not earned – that it cannot possibly be earned because there is nothing a 

human being could offer to God that would be precious enough to earn Salvation. 

 

However, even the Christians of the protestant variety believe that God’s salvation 

is not cheap but needs to be received. Every gift is free, but if it’s not received and 

opened, it is hard to enjoy it.  

 

You know – I don’t think it’s a coincidence that God leaves us hanging a bit here. 

That angelic song has an edge to it and it is there for a purpose: We will always 

have to wonder:  

“Well, am I a person on whom God’s favor rests?”  

It’s a good question to ask. And God probably loves it when we ask it. Some of us 

may ask it with fear and trembling and God can encounter us in that trembling. But 

God also invites us to hear the angels’ introduction, which was: “Do not be afraid.”  

 

When we’re not afraid we may be best prepared to magnify the Lord and sing of 

his salvation, even if our vocal cords are far from delivering a beautiful sound.  

 

Let us go into this last week of Advent, ready for new experiences in our faith 

journey, and ready to sing a song of praise through the actions of our lives. 

Amen. 


