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Luke 2:22-38 
 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 

temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took 

him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles  and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 

was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling 

and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

evealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that 

moment she came, and began to praise God and to  

speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

1) Last week my wife Carrie surprised me with a wonderful, absolutely gorgeous, delicious cake from Costco for my 

birthday.  

Pic 

It was so good, it had all that I like in a cake: chocolate mousse, both white and milk chocolate, little brownie pieces, a 

good gooey chocolate cake part, and fancy chocolate pieces as decoration on top. 

When I took my first bite I said: “Wow, now I’ve seen and tasted it all – I can die now, I have lived life to the fullest!” 

When I said that I was thinking of the words of Simeon in the temple when he got to see and hold one month old baby 

Jesus. Simeon and I - our two situations couldn’t be more different and have only peripheral and superficial similarities. 

I rejoiced about a good piece of cake; Simeon rejoiced about the fulfillment of a prophecy that would impact the whole 

world. Here is what Simeon said; it is a prayer to God: 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,…” - Luke 2:31f 

 

Sounds a lot better than: “Wow, now I can die because I had a good piece of cake!” Simeon was at the end of his life. God 

revealed to him in a vision that he would not die until he’d see the Messiah (2:26) 

Simeon had been patiently waiting for God to fulfill the promise and let him see the Messiah. I don’t know if Simeon 

expected to see a baby, I don’t know how long he had been waiting – we don’t even know how Simeon found out that the 

baby of Mary and Joseph who came to the temple were the parents of the messiah. 

What we do know about Simeon is that he was 

- Righteous 

- Devout 

- Looking forward to the consolation of Israel (aka coming of the Messiah to rescue and comfort his people)  

- Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 

Do you find anything that helps you to connect with the person of Simeon?  

I don’t know how righteous and devout you feel, maybe this makes it hard for you to identify with Simeon, he seems to 

have been a very spiritual kind of person. 

There was another person we heard about in today’s reading – she was no less spiritual. Anna, the 84 year old prophetess. 

We don’t learn quite as much about her as we did of Simeon but she too was what we would call a very mature believer.  

Anna 

Spending day and night in the temple, praying and fasting 

It said she spent day and night praying in the temple with fasting. If you are not quite convinced that prayer alone makes 

someone a spiritually mature person, the fasting element should drive away every last doubt on that! 

Simeon and Anna, two very devout and mature believers. 

Maybe it’s hard to liken yourself to Simeon and Anna. (…) But I am wondering today: is there anything about their 

presence in the Advent and Christmas story that connects with you and helps you for your discipleship today?  

Maybe it’s the element of his waiting. Both Simeon and Anna have been waiting for the Messiah and the redemption of 

Israel.   



You know what it’s like to wait. What are you waiting for?  

I hope it’s more than a great piece of cake from Costco – no judgment if you do…! I think, though, you agree that there 

are greater longings in human life than materialistic ones. What are those for you? 

What are the deep longings of your soul? 

 

2) So I want to explore this question a bit with you and I believe that Simeon and Anna can help us. 

Simeon and Anna can help answer… 

Here is one thing that I learn from them:  

Their longing and waiting wasn’t just for personal gain. They weren’t waiting for the Messiah so the Messiah would make 

their life a little better. Their waiting for the Messiah certainly included their own hopes but it also had the fate of others 

in mind. I say this so confidently because of what the scriptures told us about their waiting: 

One clue I get about Simeon’s waiting is that he was looking forward to the consolation of Israel > Verse 25 

He wasn’t looking forward to the consolation just of himself, he had his whole nation in mind.  

When Simeon takes baby Jesus into his arms his care for others becomes even greater: 

He said: 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[h] in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

But then he continues to say: 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Simeon’s longing is for the Messiah to come and bring healing and salvation to all peoples, even the Gentiles, the people 

who were not fellow Jewish believers like him. Simeon’s longing was for God to do something in the life of others as 

well, even you and me. 

We find that element of caring for others in Anna too: 

When she saw baby Jesus she realized that he was the Messiah – maybe she knew it because she heard what Simeon said 

or God revealed it to her personally – she was a prophetess after all and in close touch with God’s Spirit. And it says: 

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child[k] to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. – Verse 38 

She spoke to others about the birth of the Messiah. She didn’t keep it to herself and think: ‘Oh, I wonder what nice 

presents I will get from baby Messiah’ – no! She talked to others about him in light of his redemptive purposes. 

 

3) Simeon and Anna understood that Jesus is for everyone, that God was doing something new through him. They longed 

for it and rejoiced over it when it happened. And so in our soul searching I think we hear them ask us: 

Do you long for the redemption of others? 

Do you long for God to do something good to people other than yourself? 
I belief this is what we are invited to take away from the short stories of Simeon and Anna. 

Maybe you feel convicted today that you are not like Simeon and Anna – that you lack the compassion and concern for 

other people. Maybe you feel you are stuck in being worried about yourself and about what Jesus can do for you alone? 

If this is where you are, I have three pieces of feedback for you: 

If you feel far from being like Simeon & Anna: 

a) Be grateful! 

God has nudged you. God has given you something to be attentive to and maybe even to work on. You are no longer 

ignorant, God has already opened a window for you. 

b) Know that ‘their’ Messiah came for you too. 

Jesus came for all of Israel and for the gentiles, he certainly came for people who struggle with their concern for 

others. I even want to say: this is exactly why Jesus came – so we can be more like him and care for the needs of 

others around us. 

c) Work on your righteousness! 

It said Simeon was devout and righteous – the same was very most likely true for Anna as well. Being righteous in 

the Bible means to be careful in obeying the commandments (remember that from two weeks ago?). You can only be 

careful to obey when you know what to obey. Therefor knowing the will and law of God is essential. Do something 

about it. Spend time in prayer and using scripture. I want to say: that was what made Simeon and Anna the caring 

people they were. 

 

Jesus came for everyone. He came for you, he loves you, he invites you to long for his coming which affects all people. 

Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24995h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25004k

