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13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. 

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and 

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 

must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and 

power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord.” 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, 

and my wife is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 

of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, 

because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become 

mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 
21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 

sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 

seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 

- Luke 1:13-22 

 

Imagine this: It’s a normal day at your job. You have been a priest for all your adult life and had 

seen your father do the same. One day your life changes.  The once in a lifetime opportunity 

arose to be able to go into the Holy of Holies (where God was). It was a huge deal.  

 

Priests were divided into 24 groups, and each group served twice a year for a week at a time in 

the Temple. You are chosen to enter the sanctuary and offer the incense. A sacrifice was offered 

twice a day, both on the outer altar and on the inner altar, inside the sanctuary. Once all of the 

priests had come out onto the porch, they pronounced the priestly blessing (Numbers 6:22ff):   

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 

The issue became when you returned to the other priests and people, and could not speak the 

priestly blessing. No one would know exactly what you have seen until God gives you back your 

speech. 

 

Our Advent Series brings light to stories we have not heard much about. In order not to spoil 

these stories, I have chosen sub-stories from our book for our sermons, which means there is 

even more enticement to join one of our groups. 

 

The scripture passage we have for today is one that may be a bit more familiar to us. We may 

have heard this story many times before, or we could be focusing on this story for the very first 

time. 

 

The scripture for today shows us a very interesting view of God’s work in the lives of humans. 

The way God shows God’s self isn’t too different from some other stories in our Old Testament. 

We see a similar story in Genesis with the story of Abraham and Sarah. When God, in the form 

of 3 strangers, shares with Abraham that he and Sarah will have a son, Sarah questions like 



Zechariah. Sarah laughs, but we don’t see a punishment for her. So, why would Zechariah be 

punished for simply asking a question? 

 

The question that Zechariah asked, ““How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and 

my wife is getting on in years.” is actually a direct quote from Genesis 15 where Abraham asked 

God this same question. In Genesis 15, God makes his famous covenant with Abraham that his 

descendants will be as large as number of stars in the sky. Abraham asks the question of “How 

will I know?” and God responded with a testimony to the future of Abraham’s descendants 

…being aliens in a land not their own, being slaves, oppression, coming out with great 

possessions, and the giving of land. 

 

With Zechariah, a child is about to be born that would make way for the child of the new 

covenant, Jesus. So many similarities between Abraham and Zechariah. The inner struggles are 

similar. The barrenness, similar. The yearning for descendants, similar.  

 

But, why was it so important that people have children? The idea of being childless and the 

issues that came with it is also not foreign to the people that we read about in the Bible. To be 

childless was a great dishonor and said something negative about that person’s character. If you 

didn’t have children, God must be punishing you. We since know better. But, none-the-less, 

having descendants was very important to people in Biblical times. 

 

If we back up a little in our scripture, we see that the angel who comes before Zechariah tells 

him,  

“With the spirit and power of Elijah he [your son] will go before him [the 

Messiah], to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  

 

Elijah was a very powerful prophet in Old Testament times. To be compared to Elijah was 

a great honor. So the fact that the angel said that Zechariah’s child would have the power 

of Elijah meant greatness in God’s kingdom for the priest. What may come across even 

more interestingly is that unlike Elijah, John did not heal or do miracles. That task was 

brought to fruition by Jesus. Zechariah’s son was destined for greatness, if it actually 

happened. 

 

The ending of our scripture shares with us that Zechariah became mute when he exited the 

sanctuary. He had been in there longer than normal, and that was not customary. It raised 

suspicion among the people. Then when he came out of the sanctuary he was unable to say 

the priestly blessing. People knew then that he had seen a vision as others had, like Daniel. 

He left the sanctuary unable to speak, yet there was hope. He would have a son who would 

pave the way for the Messiah to come. 

 

A man named Doug Wolter wrote a blog a few years ago that I believe may speak truth into our 

lives. He says, 

“I’m a lot like Zechariah. We see that his eyes were so fixed on his immediate 

circumstances–his age and the barrenness of his wife–that he couldn’t see the 

unseen promises of God.  It’s ironic that God had to shut his mouth so he 

could see more clearly to walk by faith. I’m a lot like Zechariah.  I don’t 

always walk by faith.  I like to know what’s ahead.  I like it when God gives 

me clarity and shows me the way.  I’d rather not take steps of faith and trust 



him and his word.  I’d like to see it first.  I don’t like to be led by something I 

can’t see.  But I suppose that’s how God grows us. So Lord, help me to lift my 

eyes away from myself to the unseen promises of your Word.  Shut my mouth 

if you must so that I may learn to walk by faith even when I can’t see what’s 

ahead.” 

Hmmm. 

 

Our scripture illustrates to us a point that we often don’t consider. Zechariah was a priest 

who was officiating the sacrifice in the sanctuary, yet he didn’t expect to experience God’s 

presence. It would be as if we would come into this room, worship, and leave all without 

expecting God to actually be with us. Much to Zechariah’s surprise God appeared. 

 

Are our eyes, hearts, souls open in order to see God be present with us? If we don’t 

anticipate it, if we aren’t ready for it, we may not see it. Are we more like Zechariah than 

we realize? Are we ready for God to appear? We wait, yet are we ready when the wait is 

over? Do we see God when God is present? 

 

If you look at your “Did you know” this week, you will find an explanation of Advent. “During 

Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We remember the longing of Jews 

for a Messiah and our own longing for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new 

beginning.” 

 

We have a future hope that we will be with God again. That there will be no more 

violence or pains, among many other things. When we have that hope, how do we express 

it? Through prayerful wishes or out-of-sight-out-of-mind? Through outward expression or 

inward meditation? Do we hope in silence?  

 

Silence can be perceived as something negative, like Martin Luther King Jr.’s, “In the end, we 

will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” Silence can also 

bring about goodness. Author Karen Marie Moning writes, “Words can be twisted into any 

shape. Promises can be made to lull the heart and seduce the soul. In the final analysis, words 

mean nothing. They are labels we give things in an effort to wrap our puny little brains around 

their underlying natures, when ninety-nine percent of the time the totality of the reality is an 

entirely different beast. The wisest man is the silent one. Examine his actions. Judge him by 

them.” 

 

Great things still happened with Zechariah. He was silent during the pregnancy which 

probably saved him a few slaps, and his actions still spoke louder than words. Eight days 

after John was born, Zechariah regained his speech and prophesied about John being the 

prophet of the Most High. 

 

How will you have hope in silence? 

 


