
Sermon 11-08-20 

“Balance acts and breaking free” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Deuteronomy 16:10, 17 
 

10 Then you shall keep the festival of weeks to the Lord your God, contributing a freewill offering in proportion to the 

blessing that you have received from the Lord your God. 

… 

17 all shall give as they are able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. 

 

1) 

Thank you Concepcion family for reading these two simple verses from the OT book of Deuteronomy. Two little verses. 

They appear to be taken out of context and you have to wonder: Is Markus just picking and choosing what he wants to 

hear? Is it arbitrary, maybe even unfair, to seemingly randomly pick two verses because they have a neat theme that can 

be applied to Christian generosity and giving? 

 

“Generosity and giving” is actually the key word. Because everything we see and hear in the OT, we should see through 

the lens of God’s generosity. God gave himself to us in Jesus Christ.  

 

Yeah, no doubt, there are things in Deuteronomy that we do not do anymore because Jesus Christ has set an end - a 

fulfillment rather - to some of the old regulations.  But today I want to invite you to hear these words from the OT as 

something that God speaks into your life today; something beautiful; something helpful and powerful for the very life you 

live right now in these tumultuous days. 

 

“…contribute a freewill offering in proportion to the blessing that you have received from the Lord your God.” – 

Deuteronomy 16:10b 
 

“…give as you’re able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God...” 
– Deuteronomy 16:17 

 

2) 

One of the most fascinating aspects of our faith to me is that there is an extreme balance of give and take. Here, let me ask 

you: Does being a follower of Jesus mean to only worry about what you have to do for God? “What do I have to do to 

please and satisfy God?” No, that’s not the only thing that matters in our faith, because following Jesus first means to 

understand what God did for us first! 

 

On the other hand, does following Jesus mean to only worry about what we can get from God? “What’s in it for me?” No, 

that would be self-serving religiosity that has nothing to do with the power of the gospel. 

 

That’s why I say there is an extreme balance. Here let me illustrate. 

 Balance act on plank… 

One side:     Other side: 

How can I satisfy a demanding God? vs. What’s in it for me?  

Giving out of obligation and guilt.  vs.  What will I get out of it? 

Giving out of fear of an angry God. vs.  How does it serve my interests? 

 

Neither options are helpful, neither honor God, neither gives us what we truly need. 

 

God invites us to the middle, to the tough balance where our living relationship is both a receiving and a giving; to the 

extreme center. 

 

Compare it to this act of worship that you are participating in: Each time you worship, whether it is online or in person, 

you are invited to give yourself; to give your praises to God, your gifts, your service. And at the same time every time you 

worship you are invited to receive from God; receive what you need for your current life and for your faith journey. 

 

I find it so helpful to hear in our two little verses from Deuteronomy that we are invited to give to God as a proportionate 

response to the blessing we have received. We give, because he first gave us. We give, because we can’t help it! When we 

understand how great God’s love for each and every single one of us is, we must respond, we just have to give back! 

 



This is 2020! There is so much reason for us to be cynical or upset about. Many of us are upset about the election results – 

interestingly I have found both strong Democrats and strong Republicans to be upset about the election. “Being upset” – it 

strikes me as meaningful that our church’s memory verse from Philippians 2 says: “Do everything without grumbling 

or complaining.” – Philippians 2:14 (…!)  

In contemporary culture the number 2020 has already become a synonym for hardship. But friends, I want to encourage us 

not to think this way. It blocks us from seeing how God is active in our lives and loves us so much in any year and in any 

circumstance. We are holding ourselves captive to negativism and hopelessness if we make 2020 to be a bad year. 

Don’t hold yourself captive by negativism and hopelessness. 

 

3) 

Dick Ruhsam, our finance chair, who will talk to us next weekend, shared a powerful story in one of our finance meetings 

a while ago: 

 He told the story of how elephants can be conditioned to be put in place by putting them on a weak leg chain. An 

elephant could easily break free and pull out the log the chain is attached to, but if you condition and train an 

elephant to believe that the restraining is strong the elephant will never even test to break free. 

Oh how we people can be like a conditioned elephant! If we only look at the negatives of 2020 we put ourselves in an 

artificial chain that is not necessary. Why would we spoil everything good that God is doing by stamping a whole year as 

negative?  

 

We know that this year has been hard – we shouldn’t make it harder by blocking ourselves from seeing God’s light that 

shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it. 

 

God enables us to break free from chains that hold no real power over us as long as we do not succumb to our imaginary 

restrictions and fears.  

 

I want to share with you – in a very simple way – how I once experienced this almost two decades ago. I may have shared 

the story with you before. 

 

Garrett $10 donation story.  

I had a $10 bill in my wallet – only a few coins and singles otherwise. It had to last for the weekend. On Saturday I 

went to a charity concert and the pastor invited us to give richly to the cause (help for Africa). I felt I could only give a 

single but finally wrestled myself through to giving my last $10 bill. It felt real good, I did not regret it, and I still had 

enough singles left to treat myself to a triple cheeseburger from BK that was on sale that night.  

 

To me this was like letting go of an artificial chains of stinginess and fear that I can’t live without that $10 bill in my 

wallet – I knew I wouldn’t starve if I gave it but my fear chain kept me from seeing that right away. 

 

Setting ourselves free from artificial chains that hold us back to live a life of gratefulness and gratitude - that’s exactly 

what Christ did for us. He set us free from the power of sin and guilt. He invites us into his freedom no matter how 

restricting the circumstances are in which we currently live.  

 

“…contribute a freewill offering in proportion to the blessing that you have received from the Lord your God.” – 

Deuteronomy 16:10b 
 

“…give as you’re able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God...” 
– Deuteronomy 16:17 

 

It’s a principle that is true for so any aspects of our lives: 

 

- We love because he loved us first… 

- We forgive because God forgave us first… 

- We give, because God gave himself first in Jesus Christ for us… 

 

May you find much blessing in giving back to God and to your neighbors – free of any mean restrains.  

Amen. 


