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Jesus, the Lord of Life – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 11:32-44 
 

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 

you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 

said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 

cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

1) 

How many times have you wept this year over people who have finished their earthly journey? Does it help you when you 

cry? Our Lord Jesus Christ wept over the death of his good friend Lazarus. I think it’s actually the Bible’s shortest verse: 

“Jesus wept.” - John 11:35 

 

To some of us this may be surprising – why would Jesus weep when he already knew that he would bring Lazarus back 

from the dead? It is a wonderful puzzle for our own faith journey and our own journeys of grief. Our Lord models to us 

that weeping is a natural response to the death of a person – no matter how firmly we believe that there is hope beyond 

death – when the sting of death hits a loved ones – we weep. “Jesus’ example [of weeping] shows that heartfelt mourning 

in the face of death does not indicate a lack of faith but honest sorrow at the reality of suffering and death.” (ESV Study 

Bible, p. 2046)  

Think about that: Even our Lord, God’s own son, the co-creator of the universe, he wept when confronted with the 

darkness of human death.  

Do you believe the risen Lord Jesus weeps with you today when you grief over the loss of someone precious? What a 

powerful, what a comforting thought! 

 

2) 

But there’s more to it! Jesus’ crying when his friend Lazarus died was more than a sentimental sadness. I think we are 

invited to understand Jesus’ weeping much more universally. We can understand Jesus’ weeping as a weeping over the 

very condition of this world that he created so beautifully.  

If you read the creation story carefully you’ll find that while death is natural to this world it wasn’t meant to be a 

dominating power (vgl. access to tree of life). It is the fallen world in which you and I live that is marked by the ugly 

power of death that can only be overcome through God’s intervention in Christ.  

Jesus was actually quite upset and frustrated in the story of Lazarus’ death. Twice in our reading from today we hear that 

Jesus was (greatly) disturbed. 

Jesus was “greatly disturbed” about the power of death 

He was upset, you can even say ticked off about what was going on with his friend. He may have been upset about the 

crowd that was gathered and took some cheap sarcastic shots of un-belief at him, assuming that he can’t do anything about 

the death of Lazarus. But he was probably even more upset about the mean power of death that rules in his world.  

Are you upset about the power of death?  

Are you afraid to die? 

Many of the people we remembered today in our All Saints ceremony have died after a long and fulfilled life. That is 

wonderful. But we know that none of us – not one single one of us – is in control about the span of our own lives. 

There are certainly things we can do: We can live a healthy lifestyle, we can try to live safely, put a seatbelt on, avoid 

harmful drugs, drive the speed limit, follow the recommendation of a trusted health care provider… there are plenty of 

things we can do to live a long life.  

But we can’t completely eliminate the risk of dying pre-maturely – any day, no matter how carefully we live, can be our 

last one! Any day we can be diagnosed with an incurable condition, any day we can die in an accident or crime.  

During the last 17 months many people have died of the coronavirus who were otherwise healthy and very careful but still 

somehow caught the virus – it is not just people who live riskily that die in this pandemic. 



3) 

Today we celebrate the lives of our deceased loved-ones, today we contemplate our own mortality – we need to do this in 

the context of a faith in the one who is the Lord of Life. 

Jesus is the Lord of life 

I say we “need to” because I believe otherwise we go nuts if we contemplate our mortality and the death of loved ones. I 

think I can safely say: without Jesus I’d be scared to death of dying! But faith in Jesus, the Lord of life, changers things. 

When the Lord of life enters the scene he doesn’t just week, he brings back to life a 4-day dead man Lazarus. 

A while before Jesus commands the people to roll away the stone from Lazarus’ tomb he says his sister: 

“I am the resurrection and the life.[a] Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”– V 25f 

Jesus promised Lazarus’ sister Martha that Lazarus would live again (V. 23) because he is the Lord of life.  

A young pastor once had to preach his first funeral sermon. He thought: “O, I check out the Bible to see what Jesus 

preached when someone died.” The young pastor searched and searched but he couldn’t find anything, nothing, because 

whenever Jesus is confronted with death he defeats death and brings the dad man or the dead girl back to life.  

(Homileticsonline, March 13, 2005, Dead like me) 

I have no idea what Lazarus felt like when he came back from the dead. He was dead for 4 days, his sister was concerned 

about the smell of his decaying body – but none of this matters when the Lord of life comes on the scene. 

We are not as lucky as Mary and Martha who got their brother back from the dead – we are not privy to have the Lord of 

life walk up to us, weep with us a little in person, and then proceeds to let his resurrection power unfold.  

But you know what, friends? One day we will be in Lazarus’ shoes. 

One day we will hear Jesus call us back to life – do you believe that? 

One day we will hear the Lord of life call us out of our graves and welcome us into new life. 

It will be different, very different – we won’t come back to life in this world but to life eternal in God’s new world to 

come. Let’s be clear – Lazarus did not come back to eternal life – he was brought back into this earthly life and one day 

he died again. Lazarus is resting today in his decayed state that just like his sisters Mary and Martha until he once again 

will hear his Lord call his name. One day all of us who have given our lives to the Lord of life will hear his call, the 

trumpet sound and step from death into new life to be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16f). 

O yeah, I know, this “end-times-stuff” can make us queasy but friends, it is the greatest reason for hope in a world that is 

marked by the inevitability of death. Right? Right?! 

But friends, God doesn’t want you to wait until the last days. He wants us to hear his call now, today. Jesus said I’m the 

resurrection and the life today, not just in the future (I am, not I will be). He says:  

“…everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”– John 11: 26 

When we come to Jesus, the Lord of life, we are freed from understanding our lives as a ticking time-bomb: each second 

we are one second closer to our death! When we come to Jesus we are resurrection people – we live to the fullest now and 

again in God’s new world to come. To put it sharply: You can’t expect to rise into God’s new heaven if you are not rising 

with him already in this life.  

 

4) 

The resurrection of Lazarus was a miracle – a pretty big one, so big it’s really hard to believe (4 days in the tomb! That’s 

longer than Jesus was in his tomb). But I think we should take Lazarus as an example! 

The Lazarus resurrection didn’t happen just once a long time ago – it happens every time someone hears the Lord of life 

calling. 

Don’t take it offensively when I say: Think about all the dead people you have met in your life. Sometimes/often us 

people can be dead in the circumstances of our lives but when Jesus enters we step out from death into life.  

Maybe this is your story. You know what? It is my story, every time I have a turnaround moment in my life. Every time I 

make a new beginning with my Lord I step out of darkness and death into the light of the Lord of life. Don’t think that 

because I’m a pastor there is no darkness in my life – I’ve got plenty of it – and it is a wonderful new birth into a new life 

whenever I hear Jesus calling again to come and follow his voice instead of my own.  

When Lazarus stepped out of his literal tomb it was all due to the action of Jesus. But then something surprising 

happened. Jesus asks the community to get involved and partake in the Lazarus resurrection miracle.  

The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” V44. 

Will you too assist the Lord when he brings someone back from the dead, will you be there with your love and unbind the 

person from their wrappings of death – or will you just take cheap shots of judgment? 

Be a child of the light, follow life, follow the voice of your good Lord, follow it out of the death-areas of your life, and 

follow it to welcome every person who has a turn-around experience in their life and comes back from the dead. This 

world will be a better place. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11%3A25-26&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26538a

