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Sermon 11-03/04-2018 

God’s Generosity –Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Philippians 2:1-11 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 

same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

1) 

Today we are invited to remember and to celebrate the loved ones that have passed 

away within the last year or beyond that. All Saints Day is a bittersweet day: The 

pain of loss is real and it stings us – especially when we feel that the loved ones we 

remember died prematurely. It is a sweet day because we celebrate their life 

journey and cherish the time we had with them. 

 

When we say ‘All Saints Day’ we use the expression “saint” not as a qualifying 

remark. The biblical perspective on sainthood is not rooted in a person’s inherent 

goodness but in God’s holiness that reaches into our lives to bring out the best in 

us. It is through God that we can be better people than we’d be without his 

actions in our lives.  

 

I believe that one of the greatest accomplishments of God’s workings in our lives 

is that he draws us to become generous people. Some of the people we have 

remembered earlier, some of the people you are thinking of right now, have been 

incredibly generous people.  

When you hear the word generous, what comes to your mind? What does it 

look like to you to be truly generous? … 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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Isn’t generosity something that touches every – every – aspect of human living? 

Think about all the many ways you can be generous… 

You can be generous with your time, your talent, your prayers, your service, 

your witnessing, of course: your sharing of wealth. You can be generous in more 

things: in the passing of compliments, in thinking highly of someone, in being 

positive and encouraging, you name it… 

 

On Friday I returned from my pilgrimage for peace in Korea. During those 10 days 

I met some incredibly generous people. One of those people was a participant in our 

group. She was the kind of woman that to me was the personification of positive 

generosity. She was able to see something good in everything. She never gossiped, 

she always defended others, she was smart but gave people the benefit of the doubt.  

At one point we talked about high property taxes and I was ready to start a 

litany of complaint over it but she took a different approach; she said:  

“Yes, our property taxes are really high, but at least the money is going for 

a good purpose, supporting the community that we love so much.”  

Isn’t that a wonderful example for generous thinking? I have no doubt I will 

remember her as a generous person. 

 

Can I be personal with you for a moment? On this All Saints day I can’t help but 

think about the way that I will be remembered one day. I don’t want to be 

remembered as a stingy man!  

The culture of the particular area of Germany in which I grew up is a very 

frugal culture. People in my home culture tend to be rich because they save a lot 

and invest their money wisely. With that comes sometimes a very unfortunate 

stinginess. I have to tell you: As much as I appreciate the culture in which I grew 

up - I don’t want to be remembered as a stingy man.  

How do you want to be remembered? Stingy or generous? Let’s do a show 

of hands… 

The good news is, we do have a choice on how we’ll be remembered; we all do! 

 

2) 

I don’t know what it is, but there is this wild phenomenon in our human hearts that 

tells us that generosity is something intrinsically good. No matter how frugal or 

stingy we are – there’s something in us that tells us that generosity is something 

good, something noble, something holistic, something saintly.  

Nobody would ever confuse generosity with wastefulness or a prodigal 

lifestyle. Generosity is something that makes life on the planet better – right? 

Where does this come from? 

 

Check out verse 4 and 5 in today’s reading from Holy Scripture.  
 

4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same 

mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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There are few verses in the Bible that capture the essence of what it means to be a 

Christian so well as this one. Following Jesus means to not make oneself the center 

of the universe, but to look at what is good for others.  

The Bible calls this “being of one mind with Jesus Christ.” Christ 

exemplified God’s generosity.  

 

Did you notice that a portion of today’s Bible passage is printed center-style. Most 

Bible publishers print it that way and it is intentional because Bible scholars are 

certain that the Apostle Paul who wrote this passage quoted another older source 

here. 

Some scholars believe that this portion that is quoted here belongs to the 

oldest expression of Christian faith in the entire New Testament Bible. And it 

spells out something profound about God: His vast generosity: 

 

In Christ God emptied himself – Christ didn’t think that equality with God was any 

longer something to be exploited, meaning: Jesus didn’t think that equality with 

God which he had was something to be used to his own advantage. Instead, Jesus 

became a slave, obedient into death.  

Consider this: Christ, who was with God from the very beginning, gave up 

his heavenly status of being one with God in order to be a slave to all for the 

salvation of the world. Wow! That is unfathomable. It shows off the lavish 

generosity of God in Christ.   

 

In my sermon prep I came across a powerful sentence that I want to share with 

you:  

“For God to become human in Jesus Christ did not mean that he stopped being 

divine – for Jesus to go to the cross is what it meant to be divine!” 

 

Christ humbling himself and dying for us was not an accident but an expression of 

God’s generosity. God showed us his generosity in the most unexpected and in the 

most unimaginable form and shape. His generosity had the shape of a cross, an 

ugly yet beautiful cross! 

 

When I toured South Korea the last two weeks there were many new cultural 

experiences I had. One thing I was not prepared for was to encounter the shape of 

the cross so many times. God’s generosity in Christ has put its mark on this 

peninsula within the last 100+ years. I knew that there was a strong Christian 

(including Methodist) movement in Korea, but I didn’t expect to see so many old 

churches that cover the urban and rural areas. I want to say it is impossible to drive 

through a community in South Korea without encountering several steeples that are 

adorned with a cross lifted high over the skyline.  

 Some of you may have mixed feelings about that. Images of violent 

medieval missionary activity may come to your mind. But that was not the Korean 

story of receiving the good news. I looked at the presence of Christ’s cross in 
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Korea and I couldn’t help but feel overwhelmed with emotion about the fact that 

God’s generosity in Christ is vividly shared with the people of this ancient world 

culture. I am at awe having experienced that God now teaches me and us in the 

West something about his generosity through the people of his church in South 

Korea as they lift up Christ’s cross high, without shame and with tons of love for 

their neighbors.  

 

Through the cross God shows us that true generosity has to do with sacrifice. That 

does not mean that we follow a bloodthirsty cruel religion. The cross means, 

represents and reminds us that a generous lifestyle makes the interest of others our 

priority. Life following Jesus means living generously in how we think of and treat 

others. It means being generous with what we have so that what we have is not 

only there to serve ourselves. 

 

As I’m closing, let me ask you: 

What does it look like for you to be generous? What does it look like to you to not 

make yourself the center of your life but to make the interest of other people the 

center of your life? How can you be generous in that? How can you be 

remembered as a saint who was the opposite of stingy?!  

 

Let us pray… 


