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Sermon 11-02/03-2019 

“The Present God” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

 

Psalm 139:7-12 
7 Where can I go from your spirit? 

    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 

    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 

    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

    and the light around me become night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 

    the night is as bright as the day, 

    for darkness is as light to you. 

 

Luke 24:29f 
29 But the two disciples urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 

the day is now nearly over.” So Jesus went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 

 

1) 

Two members of a church I served years ago walked up to me and expressed 

concern about their adult daughter Stacy. She had just gone through a rough patch of 

life and decided she needed to move away and do something different. Stacy got 

hired to be a card dealer at a large casino out of state. Her parents’ concern was not 

so much the new job but the fact that Stacy told them she doesn’t want anyone 

praying for her. She needed a break from God! 

 

Guess what we did? We prayed anyway! 

 

But what about this idea of taking a break from God? Please know that it is not my 

intention to criticize Stacy – I don’t know the complexities of her life story and it is 

not right for me to express judgment. What I do want to do is use her story to 

challenge our conception of thinking we can take a break from God. 

Psalm 139 tells us something foundational about Christian faith: 

That God is everywhere! That there is no place nor chapter of life in which we can 

escape his loving parental presence. To say it in fancy words: that God is 

omnipresent! 

 

Quote Verse 7f 

 

And it’s not just that God is everywhere, Psalm 139 tells us that God is everywhere 

with a certain quality: he is light even in the greatest darkness, he is personal, even 

in the situations that seem most God-forsaken.  
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In the Hebrew Scriptures darkness is often a reference for evil. But God can destroy 

this darkness, he can even wield evil as a tool to do good.  

 

Quote Verse 12 

 

Psalm 139 invites us to remember that God brought forth a beautiful creation out of 

chaos and darkness. Chaos, evil and darkness are no match for him. He’s 

omnipresent and omnipotent! 

 

I wish I knew how Stacy is doing today but I don’t (maybe I should call her parents) 

– what I do know is that I firmly believe: God was with her in that casino – God was 

with her when she decided that she needed a break from God and wanted nobody to 

pray for her – because that’s what God does! 

-------- 

Psalm 139 has another bold statement for us and for this we need to leave Stacy 

behind and turn to Nadine. 

 

2) 

Nadine was also a member of a former church I served and she got really sick. The 

cancer that was in her body was hard to get under control and kept spreading. One 

day when I visited with her she said: “Markus, I still hope that I can be healed, but if 

not… I’m ready for heaven, people say it’s beautiful there.” 

And then she started sobbing.  
(BTW – I’m sharing these deep personal situations of peoples’ lives, please rest assured that I 

changed names…) 

 

The reason I’m telling you about Nadine is because her story poses a deep spiritual 

question. Thinking about dying, even though she believed in going to heaven, made 

her cry: Why do you think is that?  

I think Nadine is not alone in having a hard time thinking about her own death 

because death is and always will be the ultimate sting of life. But the sting has no 

victory! 

 

Some scientists believe that at one point in the future we can figure out how not to 

die anymore and take that sting away, but I wouldn’t put my hope in it. 

I would put my hope in the message of Psalm 139. I put my hope in the God 

who is omnipresent in the midst of the greatest darkenesses. Because for him not 

even the darkness of death itself is too dark to be present. 

 

I’d like you to understand how unusual the message of Psalm 139 was for people of 

Old Testament times. Back then most people thought that the realm of death/Sheol is 

a place were God cannot be. But in this psalm the OT tells us that God is even in the 

grave and beyond! 
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Jesus made this a central theme of his message. What Jesus Christ begins in our lives 

carries us into the next when our earthly journey concludes. We often sing about it 

boldly at funerals: 
 

In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 

In our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity, 

In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.  

– Hymn of Promise, UMH 707, 3rd stanza.  

Should we sing it together? Please open your hymn books to page number 707… 

 

That’s a message we need to hear on All Saints’ Day weekend. It’s such a beautiful 

way to put the message of hope in life after death into music. Not even death is a 

means to escape God’s presence.  

 

Yes, it will always cause us tears, sometimes they may be tears of joy and 

thankfulness, but often they will be bitter tears of heartbreak when a loved one dies 

or when you are confronted with your own mortality. But God is present in that 

bitterness – that bitterness is not keeping God away from you. 

------ 

3) 

I want to be real with you. Being real means to realize that for some of us it may be 

uncomfortable to think that God is always present. Think about Stacey. She felt she 

needed a break from God. For her to hear that no matter where you go or what you 

do, you can’t escape God may have sounded like a threat. She may have understood 

it as a “God is watching you” threat. Maybe you have had times in your life when 

you understood God that way. 

  

Others of us may feel more like Nadine who really struggle with seeing God present 

in hard times and death. Some of you today are grieving the loss of a person that you 

miss very, very much and it does sting you. For some of us this sting may be so great 

you may feel like you are going through a personal hell which is another word for 

Sheol.  

 

Whether you are like Stacey or like Nadine or somewhere in between or entirely 

elsewhere: God invites you to trust him and to let this trust thoroughly transform you.  

 

God invites us to believe that he is a God of the “thin places” who is ready to 

encounter us in ever new and powerful ways to draw us closer.  

No matter what personal hell you are going through, God is there. For God even the 

darkness is not dark… the night is as bright as the day, and darkness is as light… 

That is a God with whom you can face all the challenges of your life and especially 

the utmost challenge of death.  

Amen. 
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Moments for Reflection… 

 

Does God meet you in your darkness automatically? He might.   

But consider the two verses from the New Testament that we heard earlier. Two 

disciples ask the Lord to stay with them. They actually don’t even realize fully that it 

is the Lord. The only thing they realize is that something special, something divine 

was about the stranger they met. And so they urged him strongly to stay with them. 

 

Friends, that is our calling, to call out to our God and say: My God, abide with me – 

especially when it is starting to get dark all around me.  

 

I believe God is challenging us to do something about our hope. I think God loves 

for us to urge him strongly to stay with us. 

 

Shall we sing it? Let’s sing it the beautiful song “Abide with me” (UMH 700) and 

let us sing it as a testimony to our faith in an ever present God… 

 

 


