
Sermon 11-19-2020 – First Sunday of Advent 

Almost Peace or Altogether Peace? – Rev. Markus Wegenast 
 

John 14:27 
25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

 

1) 

“Happy Advent” – are you ready to hear that? Are you feeling like the most wonderful time of the year has begun for 

you? Advent and Christmas will be different for many of us. Some important traditions will not be the same this year. 

This Advent season Pastor Liz and I invite you to engage with this season using the traditional Advent themes of peace, 

hope, love and joy. “Peace, hope, love and joy.” Do you feel these four are more crucial this year than ever before in 

recent history? 

So many people, including me, had such great hopes for 2020. Some creatively played with the term ‘in 2020 we’ll go for 

20/20 vision.’ Well, 2020 has played out differently and most people of this world are hungry for peace, hope, love and 

joy. Are you? I bet you are – I am too – I can’t wait to get some of it this Advent season… Today is peace… 

 

2) 

In the last speech Jesus gave – a long speech on the night of his arrest – he said this: 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

 

2.1) 

Peace, is the last gift that Jesus gives to his friends and to us before he leaves this world. Jesus leaves, but he doesn’t 

abandon us, he leaves his peace. 

What strikes me about this is that Jesus says “my peace I give you… my peace.” He doesn’t give a worldly peace – he 

gives his peace. In other words he is giving a part – a piece if you will! – of himself. A piece of his peace. His peace! 

Think about that. What comes to your mind when you think of Jesus’ peace? One of my favorite Jesus-stories is when he 

sleeps in a boat during a gigantic storm.  

 
His disciples are all freaked out about drowning, but he gets comfy on a pillow!… 

How can you have that kind of peace? I guess you can if you’re the son of God and believe so fervently that God never 

abandons you. 

You and I, we are not the son of God; but the son of God tells us that he gives us his peace – that very peace that lets him 

sleep even through a storm. I can have a piece of that peace. Wow! 

 

2.2) 

Would you agree that this is a peace that the world cannot give? “I do not give to you as the world gives.” Jesus says. 

What is worldly peace anyway? Is there such a thing? 

Sure, the world has peace too! Think about Jesus’ day: The Roman Empire was at a peek of its power and it brought piece 

to the Mediterranean. The Pax Romana, the Roman peace, existed in most parts of the Mediterranean. But it was 

different from an altogether peace like Jesus gives it. 



Worldly peace at Jesus’ time was the absence of war – and Rome delivered that. They conquered nations in war, and 

when the war was over there was peace. There were cool new systems of government and civic life through the power of 

Rome. A lot of the Roman peace was good: new roads, aqueducts, some law and order… 

But it just wasn’t an altogether peace. Because many people still suffered. People were oppressed, suppressed, while 

there was some justice there wasn’t an altogether justice, many people even revolted against Rome, especially in Jesus’ 

homeland. There was some peace, but not peace like Jesus gives it, peace that would let you sleep in the middle of a 

storm. 

Take that into our time and day.  

Unless you are serving in the military or have family members serving or living abroad, you can say that you live in a 

time of peace. There is an absence of war in your street. 

But that doesn’t mean there is total peace in your life – right? The pandemic wages a war against all humanity; the forces 

of racism – not just here in the US – are waging war; the forces of injustice, corruption, abuse, family disputes, polarizing 

dis-unity, self-doubt, self-destruction, substance abuse – oh, there are many battlefields in our lives. 

Christ’s peace reaches into every dimension: it’s about deep inner peace that lets you sleep in the midst of a storm, 

whatever nature that storm is.  

Christ’s peace also has other dimensions, dimensions of justice, of change, of things that challenge systems that are not 

ok. Those dimensions are very different from inner peace but they are just as necessary and real as the inner peace that 

Jesus gives. 

Please don’t think I’m saying that as long as you have faith you’ve got this kind of Jesus peace. I myself do not have it! I 

cannot sleep easy in the midst of the storms of my life like Jesus.  

Please don’t beat yourself up if you feel like you should have more peace. The point of Jesus’ words is not to tell you 

should have more peace but that you can have his peace because he leaves it with you. Does that make sense? 

 

3) 

Christ gives his peace as a gift to us. And he knows that we have trouble receiving this gift perfectly and easily. There’s a 

reason why he says: In the world you are scared and have trouble.  

I don’t have a perfect recipe on how to receive more of Jesus’ peace – I myself struggle with not having enough of it. But I 

do have to tell you: it give me peace just to know or to trust that I have a friend who’s got perfect peace as a gift for me. 

In the meantime, while I still fight with my own anxieties and lack of peace, there is something practical we can do: We can 

share whatever peace we’ve got! 

A practical step: Share your peace, even if you have only little. 

The strange thing with Jesus is that if we feel we don’t have enough of something, God invites us to share anyway - to be 

generous even if we feel we got nothing! 

 Do you know that old Christmas comic of Dennis the Menace? A little boy sits next to the family Christmas tree covered 

in Christmas gifts that he unwrapped and says: Is this all? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we give ourselves to God we too give him what he has given us first – ourselves!  

 

This year, give yourself to God by being a peace maker. Bring peace to the areas of influence in your life. Share your 

inner peace by engaging with the world around you in peace, in hope, in love, and in joy – EVEN IF YOU FEEL YOU 

DON’T HAVE ENOUGH OF IT!!!  

Give yourself to God, give yourself to others. What a wonderful time of the year this will be. Amen.  

Apply this comic to the gift of Christ’s peace. So often we feel like we 

don’t get enough of it – we want more, we ask “is this all?”  

Sometimes God’s answer may be “no!” “No, this is not all. I want you to 

give something too. I want you to give yourself!” 

See, Christmas is not just about getting presents, it’s also about giving 

presents! And the biggest present we can give is that of ourselves, just as 

God did it through Jesus.  

Christmas is Jesus’ birthday after all, we should give ourselves as gifts to 

him. It’s like when kids give their parents a Christmas gift. From a logical 

point of view you could say: wait a minute, you bought these with my 

money. But no, you appreciate them. 

 


