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We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,  

who are called according to his purpose. 

- Romans 8:28 

 

When Giving is hard. That’s the theme of this final week of our stewardship series. 

 

Having a stewardship campaign during a pandemic is a very interesting concept. Don’t get me wrong, I’m all 

for it, but the conversation has to be shifted in a way. The idea of living in generosity has shifted for all of us 

during this pandemic. Where normally the idea would be to ask simply for people to consider giving, or work 

towards a tithe (10% of your income), or consider giving more than a tithe, we have to be more careful now. 

 

While we still ask for people to be generous in this time, we specifically talked during this series about the 

balancing of giving out of obligation and wanting to get something out of it. We talked about the act of breaking 

free from those thoughts. And we talked about giving in generous ways in a time like this because of joy. Pastor 

Markus has introduced us and carried us through this series with great optimism. After all, giving is all about 

how we can do ministry together. 

 

I want to sit with you for a moment in this space and share in something a little different. Sometimes giving is 

hard. We often associate non-giving with stingy or selfish behaviors, with not enough faith. But, what if you 

lost your job and are made to make decisions between tithing and paying bills or feeding your family? What if 

the pandemic has caused significant bills from being sick or childcare? What if family has needed our help more 

than ever, so we struggle to figure out where to get that money from? There are many different scenarios that 

may cause us to wonder if we can stop giving for a little while or give us good reasoning not to start. Where do 

we stand where we don’t feel guilt, or sorrow, or numb to the idea of giving?   

 

So often we get stuck in all or nothing thinking, or what a counselor in my teens called, “stinkin’ thinkin’”, 

where we think it has to be all or nothing (black and white thinking). We either have to give to God as much as 

we can 10% or even above or there is no point in giving at all. The shame of it all kicks in, or we get angry 

because we know we can’t give all of that, yet the church keeps asking us for it. 

 

This may seem as if I am giving you permission to stay where you are in your giving. It is, IF you simply can’t 

give more this year. But if, for instance, your life has not changed as much as you thought with the virus and 

you are able to prayerfully consider giving more to the church, or God is pushing you to give a little more, then 

I urge you consider where God is calling. 

 

What if we got away from this finite thinking of all or nothing and began to see it as a gift to be able to give 

what we can. Let us see the colors of our lives instead of the restrictions of black and white. Let us free 

ourselves to enjoy the little things that God has given us. Let us see whatever we give for God’s purpose in the 

world as a gift and not an obligation or a guilt-trip or an all or nothing idea. 

 

Our Romans scripture tells us that things will be ok because we have God. Even if we are struggling to get from 

day to day, our God has called us, and we are His. Things will all work together for our good. 

 

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,  

who are called according to his purpose.” 

 

 



 

I must admit I sat down to organize my debt to income ratio for my move, a few weeks ago, to see what I could 

afford for a house in Columbus. The banker that I worked with initially was not optimistic about what I could 

afford and in fact didn’t really seem to want to work with me…too much debt. Now, my debt is mostly student 

loans, with a little credit card, and a car payment. I sat down (virtually) with my mom (the resident smart one in 

math) and we calculated something very positive instead and I ended up with a really optimistic preapproval 

from another bank. Between the time of the initial conversation with the banker and the conversation with my 

mom I wondered, “How much easier would it be if I took my 10% that I gave to God and used it to get rid of 

some of my debt?” Of course, this fleeted quite quickly, not because of me being a pastor, but rather I 

remember all the excitement of being able to tithe when I was a child. Being able to give to something bigger 

than myself. I began to wonder what would I be missing out on if I stopped tithing? 

 

This is my own personal story. It’s not guilt-ridden. It’s not obligation. It’s processing my faith. I wonder how 

you have processed your giving with your faith? 

 

Giving may be hard at times. It may seem like you have to choose between your life and your God. Will you 

allow that black and white thinking or will you see the colors of being able to be creative in how you do both? I 

don’t want to try to give answers to your specific life, but I want to encourage you to look outside the box of 

“all or nothing” into the thinking of our amazing God and the faith that we share. 

 

So, as we conclude our stewardship series: will you/or have you already turned in a pledge card? Is this your 

first pledge card? Is it your gazillionth pledge card? Will you be increasing your giving? Will you need to keep 

you pledge the same? Will you need to decrease this year just because of circumstances of COVID? Whatever 

you feel you need this year, know that at times giving may be hard. Things work for those whom God has 

chosen. Amen. 


