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November Memory Verse: 
 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not  

overcome it.   – John 1:5 
 

 

DEADLINE 

FOR  
DECEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 
ALL ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 
 BY NOVEMBER 18TH  

 

 

 

 

WNL PLUS IN NOVEMBER 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

NOVEMBER 3RD, 10TH, AND 17TH! 

 

DINNER, DEVOTION AND CLASSES 
 

(See page 14 for more information) 
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ARE YOU AFRAID TO DIE? 
 

 

The Coronavirus Pandemic has brought a new sense for the vulnerability of our human life to 

many of us. While the mortality rate of this particular virus is very low and most healthy people 

do not get very sick when they get infected we are aware that almost five million people have 

lost their lives - directly or indirectly - due to the virus.  

 

Do you think about your personal end of life? Do you ever ponder if you might die a premature 

death and does it worry you? 

 

Over the years I have met many people that were in the process of dying, some of them what we 

would call a premature death. Some of them approached their passing with amazing peace, 

others were having a hard time with it. How does pondering your mortality affect you? I’m not 

asking what it is like for you to worry about the passing of a loved one, I’m asking about you 

personally.  

 

How do you feel about dying?! 

 

This is such a highly personal question. And to many of us – I hope – it is a hypothetical 

question as we are not expecting to die any time soon. However, we all do know that the end of 

our lives may come suddenly and un-expectantly. I want to greet you this month, as we 

commemorate our saints on All Saints Day, with a passage from scripture that encourages us to 

find comfort in God. It is God who holds our lives in his hands, God period! Not the skill of our 

navigating traffic, not the skill of our navigating a pandemic, not the skill of our medical 

community, not the skill of our leaders who make rules regarding the pandemic, not our sense of 

risk or safety, not even our ability to end our own lives prematurely (or, God forbid, end the 

lives of others) – God holds our lives. 

 

God held the lives of Cain and of Able, of Lot’s wife and of Job, of Isaac and of David’s baby 

son, of Anna and of Simeon, of Lazarus and of Jesus – he also holds yours. 

 

May you find comfort in this hard-to-grasp aspect of our understanding of who God is: the lover 

of man-kind, the creator who invented life, the sustainer who gives and takes life in his almighty 

love. 

 
 

Truly Yours,  

             
 
 

 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Sunday,  
November 7th  

9:00 a.m. Worship 
In the Sanctuary 

14 But I trust in you, LORD. 

I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My whole life is in your hands… 

 

Psalm 31:14f 
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Eternal life, Stewardship, and Advent, these three central themes of the church year make up our preaching 

themes for November. We will find in our preaching ministry that these three themes – as so many themes of our 

faith – are related to each other. Come and see “the red thread” that is running through our worship. 

 

 

 

 

    November 2021 Preaching Plan 

 
 

 

 
 

 

November 6/7 – All Saints, (no Communion this weekend), Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: John 11:32-44 

Theme: The resurrection of the dead 

 

November 13/14 – Staff appreciation, Communion, Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching 

Text: Galatians 6:7-10 

Theme: Sowing and Reaping 

 

November 20/21, Commitment Sunday Stewardship Campaign, VIM celebration, Pastor Markus preaching  

Text: Mark 10: 17-21 (Matthew 10:37-39; Philippians 3:7-11) 

Theme: The cost of discipleship 

 

November 27/28, 1st Sunday of Advent, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Luke 1: 5-17 

Theme: Preparing for the light 

 
 
     

Preaching Plan

 

DON’T FORGET… 
 

NOVEMBER 7TH AT 2 A.M.  

 SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK AN HOUR! 

 

IF YOU FORGET… AND ARE AN HOUR EARLY 

TO CHURCH YOU CAN SING WITH THE CHOIR!    
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At Night 

 

While living in a small apartment, I’ve come to understand the universal condition of human life; it 

permeates my skin. I often hear the sounds that come through the walls at night – Oh, such streams 

of negativity! It is like peaking in on and exposing the bare, unfiltered life of my neighbors. 

Especially behind the left wall. I sometimes hear screaming and loud crying. I endure swearing 

through the right wall; the loud arguments are painful. I do not know about the families at all. I 

bought earplugs and thought to put a small Upper Room devotional in front of their doors.  

 

However, their life is only a miniature version of the world. This destructive energy hurts all 

humanity; it touches every single relationship on earth. It is the pandemic. How do we, as Christian, 

handle that negative spirit? That same negative spirit diminishes every relationship - it steals our 

vitality, and it pulls us down to a dark place where we cannot experience life in Jesus.  

 

Must we think of it as an inevitable part of life? Have we halfway given up and halfway 

procrastinated working out the negative repeated issues in our thoughts, minds, and emotions? 

Then, we become pessimistic and double-minded by not living the power in Jesus and Christian 

truth. When projecting negative feelings, words, and thoughts, everything you touch loses life.  

 

If you are a new creation in Christ, the spirit of things such as cynicism, criticism, judgmental 

attitudes, hopelessness towards others and towards yourself is never an option. It is not the language 

of Christians. God is powerfully passionate for you to be delivered from the sickness of this 

pandemic. Jesus gave everything for you, never to be suffered by it again.  

 

Is there a remedy? Yes, we have one. Just tell the Lord that you see the negativity in yourself and 

how helpless you are to those painful emotions, thoughts, words, and actions. Ask him to help you. 

Don’t allow yourself feelings of shame. Shame is another imprisonment.  

 

Take a deep breath. Pause a little and be centered. You may feel it tangibly, the work of the Holy 

Spirit. Pray now; “Jesus, you are my safe place. I give you all the helplessness that I am currently 

experiencing. I will give it to you now. It is hurtful, toxic, and it harms me and others. The anger, 

rage, cynicism and intolerance toward other people... Lord, Save me from this prison. Open the door 

with your power. You are my redeemer. Come, cleanse my spirit - touch my heart and tongue. Raise 

me up. Your compassion never fails. Pour your grace anew. Amen.” 

 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

  



5 | P a g e  

 
 

Our Mission of the Month for November is COTS, an organization helping individuals experiencing homelessness by 

providing temporary transitional shelter for individuals in Outagamie, Winnebago and Calumet counties.  Their goal is to 

end homelessness by enabling individuals to transition to self-sufficiency and independent living. COTS is home to over 60 

individuals on a daily basis. COTS assists residents in their transition to self-sufficiency by providing a safe, affordable 

place to live, food, hygiene and household needs, and life skills training. COTS provide Positive Placement planning and 

ongoing case management to each resident in our program for up to two years. They also provide three years of Positive 

Placement (aftercare) Services following the resident’s successful transition to other safe and stable housing. 
 

Current top wish list needs include NEW twin size waterproof mattress pads along with cleaning supplies including 

disinfecting wipes, all-purpose spray cleaner, hand soap and laundry detergent and other supplies like post it notes, tape and 

zipper storage  bags. Additional items needed for the holiday season include NEW winter hats, gloves, scarves, grown-up 

coloring books, and colored pencils, batteries and lotions.  For a full list of needs, please see the November Mission board. 

Please place donations in the appropriate large wooden bin located next to the Wesley Room. Cash donations are also 

welcome to the church office, please indicate it is for November MOM/COTS. Any questions may be directed to Laura 

Nobbe (205-3723) or Cynthia Whitely (731-8035) of the Mission Team.  Thank you for your generous support! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local community?  Does 

your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  Each month, First Church will provide 

opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout our local 

community.   
 

On Oct. 1st, five First Church volunteers sorted product donations at Jake’s Network of Hope. We 

repackaged women’s hygiene items that were then sent to Fort McCoy to help Afghanistan refugees. 
 

Upcoming opportunities include PILLARS ADULT SHELTER MEAL PREPARATION and FEEDING 

AMERICA as well as the continuing opportunity with RUBY’S PANTRY. 
 

Pillars Adult Shelter provides overnight shelter to adults experiencing homelessness in our community.  

On an average night about 55 adults are provided a hearty meal and a warm, dry place to sleep.  On 

Thursday, November 18 at 2pm we will prepare a meal at the First Church kitchen and deliver it to the 

Pillars Adult Shelter.  We’ll need about 6 people to prepare and deliver the meal.  We also need 4 people 

to prepare a dessert at home and drop it off at church.  Click [here] to sign-up or go on the church 

website (appfumc.org) to volunteer on November 18 being sure to indicate how you want to serve.  

Sign-up deadline is November 11. 
 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin is the leading hunger relief organization in the state.  Together with 

a network of more than 400 member organizations, they provide food to more than 400,000 people each 

year.  On Friday, December 10 from 1 – 3 pm we will be sorting donated food items at Feeding America’s 

warehouse at 2911 W. Evergreen Drive in Appleton.  We’ll be able to have a group of up to 10 people.  

Volunteers must be at least 10 years old.  Click [here] to sign-up or go on the church website 

(appfumc.org) to volunteer on December 10.  Sign-up deadline is December 3. 
 

Opportunities to volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry will be the first Tuesday of each month at First English 

Lutheran. All volunteers for Ruby’s Pantry need to register at https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-

volunteer . Be sure to enter Appleton, WI as your primary location, and indicate that you are part of a First 

United Methodist Church group, with Donna Frick as Contact Person.  The volunteer coordinator from 

First English will be in contact to confirm your participation. 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities, please contact 

Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com  

https://appfumc.org/pillars_adult_shelter
https://appfumc.org/feeding_america
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
mailto:randpdodge@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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Hello, First Church! My name is Debbie Tidwell. I am so excited to become the new Director of Children and Family 

Ministries! I am looking forward to meeting the children and their families very soon. November will be a time of transition 

as we start a new Sunday School program and get ready for a new Mid-Week program as well! We will also be starting a 

Children’s Choir which will be an important component of Sunday School. We will be partnering with First United 

Methodist’s Music Ministry team in this exciting adventure. I am sure that all of us will look forward to occasionally 

hearing our Sunday School children sing during worship services!  

I would also like to extend an invitation to all adults who may feel called to serve as a  

Sunday School teacher or assistant, to please call or email me! If you feel that you would  

like to help bless our children in this ministry, please do not hesitate in reaching out to me.  

Helping every week or even once every month or so will make a huge impact in both your  

life and the lives of our children. Please pray if this might be something that God is calling  

you to! 
 

I feel very blessed to become part of the First United Methodist family and I am looking  

forward to meeting each one of you! 
 

God Bless and see you soon! 
 

Debbie Tidwell 

 
 
  

 Message from Emma~ 

 

I am so excited to be serving with the 

Sonshine Choir! I am looking forward to 

meeting and working with all of our young 

students, helping them to grow as musicians 

in Christ! 

We are excited to restart the children’s choir at First 

Church! All children in grades Kindergarten through Fifth 

Grade are invited to join.  The first rehearsal will take place 

on Sunday, November 7th.  

 

If you like to sing and have a good time praising the Lord, 

then this group is for you! Known as the Sonshine Singers, 

the group will be directed by Emma Sayeg, a music 

education major at Lawrence University. Emma is excited 

and eagerly looking forward to making music together with 

our new children’s choir. (see page 17 for more information 

about Emma).  

 

Working in connection with Sunday School, all children 

will meet with Emma at 10:00 a.m. in room 317 at the end 

of Sunday School. Parents are invited to enjoy the 

fellowship time following worship.  The rehearsal will last 

30 minutes and we will bring the children down to the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:30 to meet their parents. If you have 

any questions, please contact Matthew Harden. 

SONSHINE SINGERS 

 

 

Kidz Konnection meets on Wednesdays at 6:00pm in room 314. 

Kidz Konnection is for children in kindergarten thru 5th grade. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

EVERY SUNDAY! 

9:00AM-10:00AM 
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November 20/21, Commitment Weekend 

Stewardship Campaign 

 Help us to Together become the body of Christ 
 

   

 

2021 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

 

September was another good financial month at First Church.  Income was $26,000 over budget due primarily to a payment 

from our Scrip program and a generous endowment.  Expenses were slightly below budget still due to some staff shortage.  

It is expected that this will change when we welcome Debbie and are at full staff next month!  Thank you for your 

faithfulness to First Church. 
 

 

Total Income            September $107,700               Year to Date  $703,754 

Budgeted Income     September $91,623                 Year to Date  $655,917                                                                                 

Total Expenses         September 66,948                   Year to Date  $544,624* 

*The reduced expenditure is mainly due to vacancies in staff positions during the beginning months of the year 

 

Holiday Shopping with Scrip 

 

It may only be November, but it is not too soon to start planning for your holiday Scrip needs!   Entertaining for 

Thanksgiving?   We have gift cards for almost any grocery store that you shop at!!!   Gift giving for Christmas?   We can 

get gift cards to almost anywhere your loved ones shop!   Need a little something for that teacher, co-worker, boss, stocking 

stuffer or Secret Santa?  Scrip has got you covered!   Do you love Amazon?  We even have gift cards for that!!!  Stop by at 

any worship service to pick up or order cards for all your needs!   Scrip has already donated $4,000 to the church this year 

through your purchases!   Help us reach the goal of $10,000 by simply purchasing gift cards through First Church!!! 

 

 
 

Together we are the body of Christ: through our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and 

Witness  -  that is the theme of this year’s Stewardship Focus.  For the past few weeks you 

have been hearing messages about each of the five vows of Methodist membership. Watch 

for your pledge card coming to your home in early November.  Prayerfully consider how 

you can support First Church as we work together to be the body of Christ. Plan to bring 

your pledge card to worship November 20 & 21 or mail it to the church office prior to that 

date.  If you prefer, you can email your pledge to Lynn Halley at 

lhalley@appfumc.org.  Your pledges allow us to make plans for the coming year and to 

make a difference in the lives of children, youth and adults in our own faith community  

and throughout the world.  Help us to Together become the body of Christ. 

 

STEWARDSHIP FOCUS 

mailto:lhalley@appfumc.org
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DO YOU LIKE TO SEE OUR CHURCH SPARKLING? 

 
First Church is looking for an evening/weekend custodian!  

This maintenance position would involve routine cleaning, general 

maintenance and locking/unlocking of the facility.  The candidate would 

work part-time 10-15 hours per week including evenings and weekends.   

If you are looking for something to do or a little more change in your 

pocket, please contact Building Manager Lynn Halley in the church office. 

If you are interested in serving your congregation in a meaningful way, 

please consider helping in the kitchen to prepare and serve funeral lunches.  

Must be able to help during the week from approximately 8am- 2:00pm 

when needed. Tasks include preparing food, setting tables, serving in 

Fellowship Hall and helping with clean up. Depending when funerals are 

scheduled, weekends are also possible. Help is also needed for other events 

where serving is needed. Please consider joining a call list for helping with 

these meaningful opportunities. Call the church office with your name and 

contact number. 

 

    SAVE THE DATE! 
 

    Festival of Carols 
 

    Friday, December 10th  

    7:00 p.m. 
 

If you would like to sing with the Festival Choir,  

you are invited to come and be a part of this joyful 

celebration of the Angels and Shepherds celebrating the birth 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

See Matthew Harden for more information. 
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Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

Searching for God’s truth in 

Pixar Movies? Youth in Grades 

6-12 are invited to the Youth 

Lounge on Wednesday  

Nights at 6:00 pm.  

Behind Pixar stories  

lies another story,  

the Gospel story! 

Once again the Youth Ministries of First Church 
will assemble gift shoeboxes for Operation       
Christmas Child during Youth Group on          

Wednesday, November 10 @ 6:30 pm! 
  
  

Help park vehicles and earn 
money for future Youth 
Ministries events! To help 
please contact Brian at 
bstahl@appfumc.org or              

920-840-5075.  

Youth Ministries Fundraising                           
Tuesday, November 23 @ 4:30-6:30 pm. 

Winter Youth Retreat (Grades 6-12) 

January 21-23, 2022 
Cost: $110 

Lake Lucerne in Neshkoro, WI 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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CHURCH RECORDS 
 

Baptisms: 
 

 10/17/2021 Chase Xao Duwe,  

  son of Curtis Duwe and Meghan Hodgson  
 

Deaths: 

 

 10/15/2021 Betty Locy 

   

  

    

 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

On Tuesday, November 23rd, the Evangelism 

Ministry Team will be handing out hot 

chocolate to people attending the Christmas 

Parade in downtown Appleton.  Please, if you 

are able to help- contact Pastor Hae-Jeong. We 

invite you to pray for us as we give the gift of 

warmth to the community. 

 

    
 

OUR CHURCH’S COVID-PROTOCOL 
 

Here are our guidelines for November: 
 

- MASK WEARING IN WORSHIP IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED.  

- SOCIAL DISTANCING AND 50% WORSHIP SPACE CAPACITY WILL BE MAINTAINED. 

- BE EXTRA CONSCIOUS ABOUT MAINTAINING SOCIAL DISTANCE FROM CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE. 

- COFFEE HOUR AND FUNERAL LUNCHES OFFERED. 
 

Both our sanctuary and chapel services have been comfortably full, not exceeding 50% occupancy on any given weekend so 

far. If you are able to return to church, please come, there is room!  

 

If you are not vaccinated we ask you to continue to take utmost precaution, masks and hand sanitizing stations are readily 

available in church - online services will continue to be offered.. 
 

NOVEMBER 2021 CHARGE CONFERENCE 

CHARGE CONFERENCE ROUND TWO! 

 

We held our annual charge conference on Tuesday, October 5 with the Rev. Dr. Kate 

Jones, our District Superintendent, presiding. Since we had not started our leader selection 

process by then our lay leadership report was incomplete. Since only a charge conference 

can vote for a new SPRC chairperson we will need to host another charge conference to 

affirm this position for 2022. The date for our second charge conference will be on 

Monday, November 22nd at 6:30pm via zoom. Every member and friend is invited to 

attend with all formal members being able to vote. We will at that time also present our 

2022 church budget. Our Pastor of Discipleship, Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon, will be the 

presiding elder over this very brief charge conference. 

The link to the charge conference will be posted with the weekly all-church email on the 

Tuesday prior to charge conference. You can also request the zoom link by contacting the 

office during regular office hours. 
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WOMEN OF THE WORD 
 

Mondays, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Class meets over ZOOM 

facilitated by Sue Stehula. 
 

Continuing the study “Truthfilled-The Practice of Preaching 

to Yourself Through Every Season” through November 29th.   

This video-based study of the Book of Colossians as she leads 

us through a practice of preaching gospel truth to ourselves by 

studying Paul’s example. In every changing season of life, we 

can rest in God’s character, rehearse our identity in Christ, 

respond in faith, and remember God’s provision for us. In 

today’s culture, there’s no shortage of self-help, easy fixes, 

and worldly advice, but only the truth of God’s Word was 

meant to fill you up and satisfy you fully.  

We bring people into a deeper relationship with Jesus, develop their spiritual maturity to be like Christ,  

equip them to their ministry in the church, and life for the joy of God. 
 
 

A variety of classes are scheduled through the year to help adults explore and grow in their Christian faith and 

discipleship. Every month, several classes are scheduled in various areas. It is designed for shalom of our body, mind 

and soul such as Bible Studies, prayer meetings, facilitator’s training, meditation, physical exercise, retreats, etc. Many 

classes run four to six weeks, some meet only once.  Whether you are new to faith or have been in the church for a long 

time, you can join the company of love and faith together through the classes.  

Sign up through the You Can Count On Me weekly bulletin insert, on the church website (appfumc.org)  

or through the office 920-734-2677 or office@appfumc.org. 

 

PRAYER MEETINGS WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG 
 

Mondays at 6pm in Asbury Lounge. What a privilege 

that we can pray to God! When two or three gather 

together, God said I will be with you. If you can pray 

as God wants us, you will own what God owns. Let’s 

find joy in prayer and see the miracles that God 

works in our lives. 

THE CHOSEN TV-SERIES DISCUSSION GROUP 

Continuing through November 23, 7:00-8:00 pm, Wesley Room 

Facilitated by Jeni Spangenberg 
 

The Chosen is the first multi-season television series about the life of Christ. Created outside the Hollywood system, The 

Chosen allows us to see Him as witnessed through the eyes of those who knew him. Directed by Dallas Jenkins and 

distributed by VidAngel Studios, The Chosen has grown to become the largest crowd funded TV series of all time. No 

matter where you are in your journey with Jesus Christ, this TV show is for you!  Feel free to drop in and join the lively 

and thought provoking discussion any week. You may view that week’s episode at home (see links below), or prior to 

class in the Wesley Room, 6:00-7:00.  11/2: S1 E5, 11/9: S1 E6, 11/16: S1 E7, 11/23: S1 E8 

Questions? Contact jenispangenberg@gmail.com  
 

 You can watch each episode through:  

•  The Chosen mobile app thechosen.tv or search “The Chosen”       

•  Angel Studios Website  https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen    

 

 

THURSDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Noon- 1pm in the Wesley Room 
 

The 40 Days of Prayer Workbook is more than 

just a small group curriculum. It's packed with 

daily prayer prompts, practical exercises, 

intentional reflection questions, and powerful 

lessons that will lead you to spiritual maturity.  
 

The Workbook includes the following lessons: 
1. The Purpose of Prayer 

2. How to Pray with Confidence 

3. The Pattern for Prayer (Part One) 

4. The Pattern for Prayer (Part Two) 

5. Praying for a Breakthrough 
 

 

 

THURSDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Noon in Fellowship Hall 
 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall so we can be seated 

distanced (two persons per table). Since we won’t sing 

mask wearing will be optional. After spending a year in 

the ups and downs of the book of Joshua I thought it is 

time for something a bit brighter: “God’s Love in Black 

and White -The Letters of John in the New Testament.” 
 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
mailto:jenispangenberg@gmail.com
http://www.thechosen.tv/
https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
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Advent is just around the corner. This year First Church will offer an All 

Church Study with class times to come out later this month.  
 

We will be studying the book “Light of the World” by Amy-Jill Levine. 

Here is a praise for the Book.  
 

“There is no one I’d rather have guide me through Advent and the first 

chapters of Matthew and Luke than Amy-Jill Levine. With her 

characteristic insight, graciousness, humor, and deep respect for these 

biblical writings she makes the wonder-filled stories… come alive.” –

Matthew L. Skinner  
 

In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author, professor, 

and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 

surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. Join her as she traces the 

Christmas narrative through the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, 

the journey to Bethlehem, and the visit from the Magi. These stories open 

conversations around connections of the Gospel stories to the Old 

Testament, the role of women in first-century Jewish culture, the 

importance of Mary’s visitation and the revolutionary implications of 

Mary’s Magnificat, the census and the stable, and the star of Bethlehem 

and the flight to Egypt. 
 

Books will be available in the Church Office for $5/each.  

 

 

 

  

Hello friends!  

Let's start small prayer groups! Let's make special cells that melt and mold old cells of our church and our 

souls! Ease your burden of life by sharing, praying together, and keeping confidentiality. Then we can start to 

live not with the pressure of life but with a new identity with power. We will experience the miraculous power 

of God. Open your house, invite your loving friends or those you want to pray together with, two or three, and 

start a small prayer group. I will send weekly resources to follow and to learn about prayer.  

Philippians 4:6-7 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus." 

If you want to start a small prayer group, please submit your name and email address on the You Can Count 

On Me bulletin insert and/or to Amy or Pastor Hae-Jeong.  

Grace and peace,  

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 

ALL CHURCH ADVENT STUDY 
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We need your help! The box is filled almost daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate 

persons in the neighborhood.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 
 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks     Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages      Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines       Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please drop it off in the offering basket or  

church office- clearly marked for Blessing Box. Thank you. 
 

During your travels please remember the Blessing Box and  

bring in your un-opened shampoo and soaps from hotel.  

BLESSING BOX 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 

 

Community Clothes Closet has a critical need for new and gently used children's athletic shoes - especially children's sizes 

11, 12, 13 and youth sizes 1 through 5.  If you would like to help them in their mission to provide free clothing to all people 

in need, please drop off your donation at 1465-B Opportunity Way, Menasha during donation hours Monday - Friday 9am 

to 1pm and Monday evenings 6pm to 8pm OR bring your items to church and drop in the bin near the Wesley Room 

labeled Community Clothes Closet, then our member Doris Uecker will drop off items at the Clothes Closet. If you have 

any questions, please call (920) 731-7834 or email to info@communityclothescloset.org .  Thank you! 

 

A special thank you to the First Church members who contributed 

financially to the support of the Pillars Keys to Hope fund raiser 

silent auction basket.  Because of your generous support, we were 

able to donate from First Church two baskets, one with a game theme 

and the other with a puzzle theme.   

For anyone planning to attend the Pillars Keys of Hope fund-raising 

event on November 4, be sure to look for these two baskets and bid 

high 😊.  ~ Pam Chitek and Cynthia Whitely 

PILLARS BASKETS 

First Church members, Donna Frick and Pam 

Chitek presenting $500 donation to Pillars from a 

collection event from Lillian’s, a downtown store.  

mailto:info@communityclothescloset.org
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WNL Plus in November  

Wednesdays, November 3rd, 10th, and 17th! 
WNL+ pursues our biblical balance, peace, and beauty of life; Shalom. It means the perfect balance of body, mind, soul, and 

spirit. Stay after dinner and take one of the classes or join Music Ministries! 
 

SCHEDULE 

5:15 pm Dinner 

6:00 pm Worship 

6:30 -7:30 pm Classes 
 

TAI CHI (José Concepción, Sr.) 

Tai Chi is a moving mediation practiced mostly for stress reduction, strength 

and balance. Tai Chi strengthens the natural connections between the body  

and mind’s muscular connections, and helps breathing and circulation.  
 

CALLED (Pastor Markus Wegenast) 

Do you feel called? In this three week class we will explore the calling of three biblical celebrities: Abraham, 

Esther and “John.” Join us to find out how their calling has powerful implications on your calling.  
 

MEDITATION (Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon) 

This session is about Christian soaking meditation with the word of God. Be nourished by being anchored in the 

unshakable Father’s love. It will bring your heart home in the world where you don’t find peace. 
 

LIVING YOUR BEST LIFE (Kim Patterson)  
What is a wellness wheel?  How can we live happier and longer lives? This program provides you with a tool to 

accomplish just that.  Come and learn how you can do this daily.  (meeting November 3 and 10 only) 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD MAKING  (Tina Fafnis)  
 Get a jump start on your Christmas cards! All materials provided ($5),  (meeting November 17th only, class choice of  

 4:00p-5:00p or 6:30p-7:30p) 
  

MUSIC (Matthew Harden) 

Choir rehearsals - Wednesday Night Live Plus 

5:30 pm – Bass Clef (Men’s Choir) in Room 301 

6:30 pm – Wesley Handbell Choir in Room 302 

6:30 pm – Festival Choir in the Chapel 

7:15 pm – Sanctuary Choir in the Chapel 
 

KIDS AND YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES from 6:00pm-7:30pm 
 

KIDZ KONNECTION (for children in Kindergarten-5th grade) in room 314 
 

YOUTH GROUP AND CLASSES (for youth in 6-12grade) in Youth Lounge 

 

Health Weekend Is Back!! 

November 20/21 Weekend 
 

First Church provides a free blood pressure check and 

glucose screening by trained professionals the fourth 

weekend of each month.  On Saturday we can be found 

in the Conference Room at 6:15 p.m. and on Sundays are 

found in the Wesley Room following 9:00am worship.  

Just stop in, no appointment is needed. 
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   THE FESTIVAL OF GOD’S HARVEST 2021 

 

As always, our community has an ever-present need for food to feed families in the local area. 

For this reason, the Mission Ministry Team will once again coordinate our annual church food  

drive called the Festival of God’s Harvest. All groceries will be given to the St. Joseph’ Food  

Program. Our food drive will take place November 6 – 21 (the two weeks before the week of  

Thanksgiving.) 
 

Empty grocery bags will be handed out after the church services on November 6-7 and November 13-14. Please return 

your filled grocery bag(s) to the church on November 13-14 or November 20-21 and place them behind the Welcome 

Desk near Fellowship Hall. 
 

For members not presently attending in-person church, you may drop off your filled bags on Wednesday, November 10th 

or Wednesday, November 17th, from 4:00 – 6:00 pm under the portico, where a Mission Ministry Team member will 

unload your car. For this option, you will need to provide your own bag.   
  

Anyone who wishes to donate money to be used for this cause can give your monetary donation to the church office. 

Please make sure your contribution is clearly marked “Festival of God’s Harvest” and send in your donation by November 

15th so our volunteers have time to shop for groceries.  
 

The good news is that you can start collecting NOW! As you do your weekly grocery shopping, purchase a few extra 

items for our food drive. On the MOST NEEDED LIST are Hamburger Helper, canned soup, tuna, pasta sauce, peanut 

butter, and jelly. You are certainly welcome to purchase other non-perishable food items as well, but please avoid 

anything in glass containers. 
 

We have always had outstanding participation for this event, and the St. Joseph Food Program relies on our efforts as 

major food donors at this time of year.  As the season of Thanksgiving approaches, please take time to remember the less 

fortunate and consider an extra generous donation in this time of need. Thank you so much! 

 

 

  
  

 

First United Methodist Church would like to invite 

its members and friends to our Thanksgiving dinner on 

Thursday, November 25th at noon in Fellowship Hall 
 

We will provide:   The bird potatoes/gravy        stuffing   green beans    
 

Who’s invited? 

• If you or you and your spouse are alone on Thanksgiving, this is for you! 

• If you are a young family alone on Thanksgiving, this is for you! 

• If you have a family of teenagers and will be alone on Thanksgiving, this is for you! 

• If you have a neighbor or friend who is also alone on Thanksgiving, this is also for them! 

• If your grown kids aren’t coming here and you can’t go there, this is for you! 

• If a grown kid or two are coming and you hate going to a restaurant, this is for you! 
 

In other words, you are invited to this dinner if you are not able to be with family or friends. 
 

Do we need help?  Yes, of course! Call Bonnie at 920/739-6944 and leave a message along with your phone number, 

if you can help, and/or plan to attend. A HUGE thank you to Thrivent for providing funds for the dinner! 
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Returning to First Church for another year:  
 

Hi, my name is Emily Breister! I am a junior at Lawrence University and I am double 

majoring in Psychology and Neuroscience. Music is a big part of my life and I am so happy to 

be a choir intern at FUMC. My family and I are members of First Church (Jim and Kaye are my 

parents, and Erin is my sister). I grew up singing in the children’s choir, and joined Sanctuary 

Choir when I decided to stay in town for college. Coming to rehearsal on Wednesday nights 

and to sing on Sundays has been a blessing. It helps me get away from my rigorous studies to 

be with people that care about me, music, and God! 

 
Hello! My name is Mark Lorentz, and I am a third-year student/junior at Lawrence University, studying 

music education with an emphasis in choral/general music. I was raised here in Appleton, WI for the 

majority of my life, and have attended school here through the Appleton Area School District. I have had 

the privilege of singing with First United Methodist Church since I started studying at Lawrence, which 

will be going on three years. Fun fact: our organist, Kathy Orth, was my elementary school music 

teacher! It has been an absolute blessing to provide music to the congregation of First Church! 

 

 
Hello! My name is Margaret Slavinsky and I am a senior vocal performance major at 

Lawrence University. I am from Milwaukee and when I am home, I sing at my church and 

work at Chick-Fil-A.  In school I am involved with the opera, Cantala women’s choir, and I 

am starting cello lessons! In my free time, I love to draw and read about history, although I 

don’t get to as often as I would like. This is my third year working for First Church, and I have 

loved every part of it. I am looking forward to more in-person services as well as the Festival 

of Carols!   
 

New to First Church: 

 
Addison Littlefield is a soprano from central Maine. She is currently studying Vocal Performance at 

Lawrence Conservatory of Music under John Holiday, recently receiving Honorable Mention for Best 

Performance of a German Lied in Calliope's Call Young Singer Art Song Competition. She also received 

1st Place in the Wisconsin First Year College Classical NATS Competition this past year. Additionally, 

she is serving as the Secretary of One Voice Mentors, a music mentorship program providing free voice 

lessons to children 3-15. Her next performances at Lawrence Conservatory include Dorine in "No More, 

Pale Moon" from Tartuffe and Seconda Cercatrice in Suor Angelica. 

 

 

Jasmine Maller is a freshmen Piano Performance major with a Collaborative Piano emphasis 

at Lawrence University from Mayville, Wisconsin. Jasmine has been studying piano since age 

four. Throughout her musical career, she has been blessed with wonderful performance 

opportunities. Since middle school, she has accompanied choirs, high school show choir, jazz 

band, and other ensembles. Throughout high school Jasmine was a member of the Wisconsin 

Youth Symphony Orchestras as a flute/piccolo player and chamber pianist and was also the 

principal pianist of Kids From Wisconsin. In her upperclassmen years of high school, Jasmine 

was the pianist of the Mayville United Methodist Church as well as a volunteer piano teacher 

with the non-profit organization, QuaranTunes. In her free time, Jasmine enjoys fishing, 

watching the Food Network, and caring for her three pet toads: Sour, Dough, and Picnic. 

INTRODUCING OUR 

CHOIR INTERNS FROM 

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 
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Emma Sayeg is a sophomore Choral/General Education major at Lawrence University. She will 

be serving as the Sonshine Choir Director, as well as interning with the choirs. Emma is currently 

the Secretary and Treasurer of the Lawrence Chapter of the American Choral Directors 

Association, as well as the Treasurer of the Lawrence Chapter of National Association for Music 

Educators. At her home church, Emma served as the Cross Ministry Coordinator working with 

both the student and young adult ministries. She has helped to create and lead many student 

worship teams, working with students as young as eight up through college aged young adults. 

Emma is thrilled to be serving at FUMC and can’t wait to see where this ministry leads! 
 
 

 
 

Matthew Springer is tenor from the Twin Cities area in Minnesota. He is currently studying 

Bassoon Performance at Lawrence University under Carl Rath. And is interested in creating a 

program to study all the woodwinds under a single degree. He spends most of his time 

practicing for the various ensembles he participates. Including: Viking Bassoon Ensemble, 

Mariachi Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Viking Bass Chorale, and even a jazz combo where he 

plays bassoon, contrabassoon, flute, tenor saxophone, and sings as a baritone. In his free time, 

he enjoys baking and cooking, as well as a bit of composing and arranging for the groups he is 

part of.  

Welcome Lawrence Interns! We hope you make First Church your home away 

from home- “Church is not something you go to, it’s a family you belong to.”  

 

CALLING ACTORS OF ALL AGES!   

     WE WILL LIGHT UP THE STAGE  

            DURING THIS YEAR'S CHRISTMAS PLAY 

 

The year’s All Church Christmas play is based on the community Jesus was born into, the Jewish community of ancient 

Israel.  We will journey with Sarah and Abraham, Mary and Joseph, and Simeon and Anna.  There is a part of everyone - 

speaking and non-speaking.  Our Sunday School children will also be practicing songs during the Sunday School hour to 

share during the play.  All participants are required to attend the dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 18, 9 a.m.-Noon 

(non-speaking roles can leave at 10:30 a.m.).   

 

Please note these dates: 

 Sunday, November 14 - 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary - Tryouts for all speaking roles    

 (everyone who tries out will get a role) 

 Sunday, November 21 -10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary - Rehearsal for speaking roles 

 Sunday, November 28 - no rehearsal 

 Sunday, December 5 - 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary - Rehearsal for speaking roles 

 Sunday, December 12 - 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary - Rehearsal for speaking roles 

 Saturday, December 18 - 9 a.m.-Noon - Dress rehearsal - all participants are required to attend 

 Sunday, December 19 - 9 a.m. Worship Service, participants arrive at 8:15 a.m. - Christmas play 

 

Please contact Carrie Kreps Wegenast with questions - carriek007@yahoo.com  or 262-370-2889. 

mailto:carriek007@yahoo.com
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Prayer Shawl will NOT meet 

this Month 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

 

We need your time and talents on the Chancel Ministry Team!  We need workers for 

Christmas and Easter decorating, as well as making artificial arrangements for 

general décor. Leadership is needed for the sanctuary chancel portion of the team. 

Responsibilities have been spread out a bit so it is not as large a commitment as in 

the past. Being on the Chancel Team is a beautiful way to serve your congregation.  

Call the church office for more information.   

 

 

LONGEST NIGHT 
 

It seems like it was just summer, yet the Christmas season is right around the corner.  For some 

of us it is a time for great celebration.  For some of us, it is a time of great pain. Holidays can 

leave us wishing for something that we used to have and searching for hope. 
   

For several years First Church has provided a space for all who are struggling during the holiday 

season to gather and acknowledge the hurt that we are experiencing. Whether there are feelings 

of grief, loss, loneliness, difficult situations or all of the above, all are welcome to join us for 

prayers, scripture, music and a chance to lay our brokenness before God seeking the wholeness 

promised through Christ. Christ offers hope for all that our hearts are experiencing. 
 

Please join us for the Longest Night on Tuesday, December 21st at 7:00 p.m., wonderful service 

provided by the Befrienders. 

 
Pam Chitek, Befriender 

 

 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone who may need extra support and spiritual care.  

One way to reach out to the Befrienders is to contact bcbrooks55@gmail.com  

Bruce Brooks, Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

 

On Tuesday, November 9th at 10:00, Phoebe Circle will 

have a presentation by members of Volunteers in Mission 

(VIM) regarding their recent mission trip to Superior, 

Wisconsin.  Please attend and find out how VIM's work 

changes people's lives. 

Phoebe 
Circle 
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VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) 

2021 MISSION TRIP TO SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 

HARBOR HOUSE CRISIS SHELTER 

 

What a blessing the 2021 VIM trip to Superior, Wisconsin (September 20-24) was for all of us who were able to go! We were 

able to provide many much-needed services to two of the homes run by the Harbor House Crisis Shelter. Most of our time was 

spent at one particular house, where so much work was needed inside, outside, and in the garage. Inside, many structural 

repairs were completed including floors, walls, shelves, lighting, and dryer hoses. Several rooms were spackled and painted, 

the basement was cleaned and organized, and other rooms got a much-needed cleaning as well. The kitchen was completely 

cleaned, including the stove, and all shelves for food and dishes were organized. Outside, gardening and yard work were 

tackled, as were the painting and repairs on steps, porches, and a ramp. The garage alone was a HUGE project where so much 

stuff was stored that it was almost impossible to enter. Volunteers spent 4 full days going through tons of boxes, getting rid of 

things that were broken and then organizing everything into newly labeled boxes. The boxes were then placed onto labeled 

shelves so residents could easily find and get to whatever they might need. Once this was accomplished, our VIM volunteers 

were then able to fix the garage doors to be opened/closed with a remote device as requested. While organizing inside, 

outside, and in the garage, we were able to see what the house was lacking in supplies, and in what areas the residents and 

staff were overwhelmed with too many of certain items. In seeing all of that, we were able to bless them by buying what they 

needed and taking what they didn’t need to the local thrift store for donations, thereby blessing others as well. We were all 

very fortunate to be a part of this mission, but the biggest blessing was not in just the work that we did:  it was in seeing the 

transformation of the residents from the first day to the last. In the beginning, there was some apprehension and a feeling that 

we were invading their home space; but in the end, as the residents saw the changes and how those affected them and their 

living situation, they felt the blessings! They were very open in telling us how much everything meant to them, how much 

they appreciated us, and how much they wished we could stay longer. Jesus was truly walking with us all in so many ways! 

We look forward to telling and showing you more about our mission trip. We will present a program on our overall trip on 

Sunday, November 21, after the 9:00am service. There will also be a looped video played in church on Saturday, November 

20 and Sunday, November 21. We are excited to share more with you! 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 

 Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon HJyoon@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children & Family Ministries: 
 Debbie Tidwell Dtidwell@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
  

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Nursery Coordinator:   
  Holly Doughty  Holly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG  WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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