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Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

2018
Annual Pledge
Campaign

As we approach the 2018 Annual Pledge Campaign, we reflect back on our last two
years of giving. Last year’s focus was “Giving in gratitude,” and the year before it was
“Giving in Grace.” This year’s theme is “Giving in Generosity.” Giving in generosity
implies that you are giving, expecting nothing in return. However, giving to First Church
results in qu9te a variety of things that come back to us. We are provided with a
beautiful and well cared for place to worship. We have numerous adult classes to pick
from. We have a vibrant Children’s Ministry, reaching out to our community. We have
an engaged and growing Youth group. We have a caring welcoming staff. And we also
provide a safe place for various community groups to meet.
In order to continue to provide all of these services, we ask that you once again give
your attention to the Pledge Campaign. Pledge cards are being distributed, and we ask
that you return those ay your earliest opportunity. These are important in the Finance
Committee’s planning and budgeting process. We always approach our annual budget
knowing that God will provide for the needs of the church. This is done through the
commitments made by our generous members.
We have had an awesome 2018 at First Church, with our Capital Campaign, and the
commitment that we’ve made to our church building and its future. Allowing this
building to be well used by our members and our community requires all of our support
The Finance Committee has been working hard to keep the annual budget increases to
an absolute minimum. There are certain increased costs that we have little control over,
and others like properly paying our staff, that are necessary and that will require some
increase in giving. Please prayerfully consider how you can contribute to First Church in
2019.
Rich Elrod, Finance Committee Chair

November Memory Verse:
Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness,
and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.
2 Corinthians 8:7
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Pastor’s Ponderings November 2018

Pastor Ponderings

Generous in Prayer
How is it going with your prayer life? I spoke with a gentleman a few days ago who
lamented that so often prayer is only a matter of sharing joys&concerns with God. He
lamented this because he knew and wants to believe that prayer is so much more than
that. What about you? Is praying a mere matter of exchanging joys and concerns with
your Maker? Or are there further levels of depth in your communication with God?
Bringing our joys and our concerns before God is certainly a vital indication of an
authentic relationship. Expressing joy, even over simple seemingly superfluous things
like the weather, changes ones attitude for the better. But there is something about going
a step further: when we turn our joy into adoration and praise we follow the example of
Jesus who taught us to start our prayers to God with phrases like “Our Father… hallowed
by thy name.” Our concerns can also go a step further: They can be true outcries of our
pain and frustration. We find some powerful examples for this in the Old Testament
Psalms.
Praising God, crying out to God, these are ways to deepen our prayer life. But there is an
additional practice that we can engage in to strengthen our prayer life: What about
explicitly asking God for direction and guidance?
If you have not been in the habit recently to ask God for direction I want to invite you to
do it. Asking for direction not only strengthens our faith of expecting God’s answer – it
also invites us toward authentic obedience. When we ask for direction we also signal that
we are willing to follow that direction. That’s the classical expression of faithfulness and
obedience. “Obedience” may not be one of the cool words of our daily cultural reality; to
some of us it may even invoke images of fear – but God invites us to overcome such
images and seek him as our heavenly parent whose direction we can safely follow.
May you be blessed as you explore new depths in your personal prayer life.
Truly yours,

Make prayer a first priority,
instead of a last resort.
Pastor Markus

November 2018 Preaching Plan
Stewardship theme: First, We Give of Ourselves.
Year Three: Giving in Generosity

As every year we will engage in a three week stewardship
theme this month. This is the third installment of a series
on stewardship that we started three years ago called
“First, we give of ourselves.” This year’s subtheme is
“GIVING IN GENEROSITY.” Pastor Carrie will be our
guest preacher on the second weekend. It is meaningful
that we kick off this theme with the celebration of All
Saints Day when we are invited to honor the lives of
those that have passed. Many of them have been great
examples of encouragement for what it means to live a
lifestyle of generosity. It is also meaningful to have the
day of Thanksgiving conclude our contemplation of
generosity. Pastor Liz will lead us in worship on the last
weekend of November and prepare us for the season of
Advent which will start in December.

November 3/4 All Saints weekend, no communion
Text: Philippians 2:1-11
Theme: God’s Generosity
All Saints Ceremony
November 10/11 Rev. Carrie Kreps Wegenast preaching,
Communion
Text: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7
Theme: Generosity and Blessing
November 17/18 Commitment weekend
Text: John 12:1-8
Theme: Giving in Generosity
November 24/25 Pastor Liz preaching
Text: Isaiah 10:1-6.
Theme: Foreshadowing the Greatest Revelation
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Living Water
United Methodist Church

October 10th we started our wonderful
“Wednesday Night Live PLUS”. It has been
fantastic, and we’re filling up the church! All
who are involved are having an awesome time
in one of our amazing ministries from Kidz
Konnecton to Christ-Centered Meditation,
Youth Group to Long Story Short: the Gospel
of Mark Bible Study (see p. 14 for pictures of
the Carpentry and Card Making classes). The
Holy Spirit is with us. If you haven’t had a
chance yet to join one of our many ministries,
please feel free to come for our weeks in
November (7th and 14th)!
You can be a part of:
 Kidz Konnection
 Sunshine Singers
 Youth Group
 Sanctuary Choir
 Creating Cards
 Carpenter’s Workshop
 Christ-Centered Meditation
 Prayer Warriors
 Long Story Short: Mark Bible Study

We are excited to introduce a new
ministry meeting at First Church.
Starting in November, First Church
will be hosting Living Water United
Methodist Church on Sunday afternoons
in our Chapel. Living Water UMC is a
congregation that is reaching the
Congolese people in the Fox Valley and
Oshkosh. We are honored to provide a
space for Pastor Shadrach and his
congregation. Living Water UMC is
funded by Oshkosh: First UMC and the
Conference. Help us to welcome this
congregation as you see them here!

Pastor Shadrach

Church Records
Baptism:
10-14-2018
Evelyn Ana-Suri, daughter of Dennis and Becky Somers
Frank Thomas, son of Dennis and Becky Somers
Stella Marie, daughter of Dennis and Becky Somers

Deaths:
10-03-2018
Jean Getsfried

We would love to see you there!

New Members:
With God’s love,

10-20-2018
Jenilee Cartwright
Larry and Laura Greger

Pastor Liz

10-21-2018
Liann Larson
Laurie Wittkopf
Brian and Megan DeJager
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Capital Campaign Projects Update
The Board of Trustees at the last meeting voted to proceed with updating the lower level of the of the 1924 building. The
remodel consists of carpeting several classrooms, painting the hallway wall, new ceiling tiles and a vinyl plank floor in the
hallways. New doors to replace the old doors, painting of the door casings and trim and new lighting fixtures in one of the
hallways. Work has already begun on this project with an expected completion date of the middle of November.
The air-conditioning project of the Sanctuary and new controls is in process with completion of the heating and airconditioning to be done by sometime before the end of 2018. The remaining air-conditioning and heating controls will be
completed sometime in early 2019.
The electrical upgrade to include the new power panel and upgrade to the existing WE Energies power pole and
transformer will take place sometime in November of this year.
Other items completed were not part of the Capital Projects is the painting of the sign for the church on the corner of Drew
and Franklin. The large stain glass window above the main entrance on Drew Street has been painted.
The Board of Trustees truly appreciate the financial and prayerful support of the members and friends of First United
Methodist Church, thank you.
Board of Trustees

Capital Campaign Financial Update
To date, nearly $1.1 million has been received towards the Capital Campaign. Nearly $800,000 of that has been paid out
for projects and the rest will go for construction that is already underway. Capital Campaign giving pledges go through
May of 2020 – and additional projects will be started as the funds come in.
Lynn Halley, Finance Manager

November 11th is Charge Conference
Join us for our Annual Charge Conference on November 11th at 6:00 p.m. at Neenah Faith United Methodist
Church. The address is 1025 Tullar Rd, Neenah. This year we will, again have a combined conference with all
other churches of our circuit. Plan for about one and a half hours of meeting time.
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The Cookie Walk is Coming!
The Cookie Walk is Coming!
December 16th!

MOGD (Mother’s of Growing Disciples)
would like to invite mothers and their
children to an outing at Heckrodt Wetland
Reserve (1305 Plank Rd. Menasha) on
November 10th at 9:30 a.m.
There is an indoor area to explore and
walking trails. Please dress appropriate for
the weather. If it is cold and rainy there is
an area inside we can still meet up and let
the children explore.
“Mothers united in the fellowship of
Christ, raising Christian families and
serving in the community.”

The Holiday Season is upon us and Christmas is right around the
corner. The Mothers of Growing Disciples will once again be
offering you the chance to cross one more thing off your holiday
list-Christmas cookies and baking. The annual Cookie Walk will
be held on December 16th. This is MOGD’s major fund raiser
for the year and proceeds will be donated to organizations and
families within our church and local communities. Mark your
calendars and plan on having your Christmas baking done!
Also, please consider making a donation to the cookie walk.
You can drop off bakery in the church kitchen on December 15th
between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm or on December 16th before the
9:00 am service. If you are able to donate bakery, please
indicate this on the “You Can Count on Me” found in your
weekly bulletin, or just drop off your bakery items at church!
Thank you in advance for your help and support.

It’s Time to Ring Those Bells!
Once again First United will be ringing bells for The Salvation Army. Sign-up sheets will be available at church the first 3
weekends in November or you may call Ruth at 202-3300 for the time and location of your choice. All unfilled slots will
be given back to The Salvation Army on Monday, November 19th.
The days we need to fill are Friday, Dec. 7th and Saturday, Dec. 8th at:


Shopko at Northland Mall – inside both doors – clothing and pharmacy doors
2-4 pm, 4-6 pm, or 6-8 pm (both Friday and Saturday)



Festival Foods on Northland – inside NW door, 2-4 pm, 4-6 pm, or 6-8 pm (both Friday and Saturday)



Woodman’s – inside- produce area door, 2-4 pm, 4-6 pm, or 6-8 pm (both Friday and Saturday)



Festival Foods – Menasha, 4-6 pm only on Friday, Dec. 7th and 2-4 pm only on Saturday, Dec. 8th



Walgreens on Calumet Street. 4-6 pm only on Friday, Dec. 7th and 2-4 pm only on Saturday, Dec. 8th
Mills Fleet Farm – inside kettle, 2-4 pm, 4-6 pm, or 6-8 pm (both Friday and Saturday)

Help us fill these slots AND the kettles! You can sign up by yourself or with family and friends for as many times as fits
your schedule. Your help is greatly appreciated and fills a huge need serving those in the community. If you’d still like to
ring bells for The Salvation Army but none of these times work for you, you can still sign up as part of First United. Go to
The Salvation Army Website, click on volunteer bell ringer and sign in using firstum for both your user name and
password. Thank you.

6|Page

Memorial Gifts
The Memorial Ministry Team would like to acknowledge purchases since August 2017 in memory of the following
loved ones:
 Spark Bibles given to families of babies being baptized. Given in memory of Ruth Mudrock, Snow Adams,
Marion Netzel, Norman and Darcy Nussbaum, Tommie Wereley, and Mable Balke.
 Capital Campaign in memory of Bob Christenson.
 UMCOR in memory of Lucille Mauermann.
 Grief Share materials in memory of Bob Freeman, Bob Christenson, Vern Reistad, and David Day.
 3rd grade Bibles in memory of Archie and Mary Mauk, and Lonn Ostorero.
 Confirmation Bibles in honor of Kyle Ryan and Amanda Malaney.
 Church library book in memory of Lucille Mauermann.
 Puppet Ministry in memory of Dorothy Grimmer.
 20 new Pew Bibles in memory of Millie Wallace and Marilee Kuhn.
 A Crown of Thorns (used during Lent and Easter season) in memory Dorothy Groves.
 40 Stoles to be used by Sanctuary Choir in memory of Marie Boardman.
 An outside bench in the courtyard in memory of Bob Christenson.
 Some new plants in the courtyard in memory of Wilbur Hack.
 Clear tote storage bins used by Christian Education in memory of Helen Meidam, Tom Hughes, and
Pete Christensen.
Memorial Gifts are also permanently recorded in a red memorial book which is located in the narthex under a glass
drawer. It is updated a couple of times per year. Anyone is able to look at it. Just pull it out of the drawer. Please do
not remove it from the building and place it back in the drawer when finished looking at it.
The Memorial Ministry Team continues to find appropriate ways to use memorial funds. Memorial gifts are made to
the church by the family and friends of a loved one. Making a memorial gift to the church is one way to celebrate a
beloved person’s life. Memorials can be listed as designated or undesignated. In the case of larger donations, the
Memorial Ministry Team is dedicated to working with the family to identify an appropriate purchase(s) or designation
for the memorial fund gift. Questions contact any Memorial Team member: Terry Weinfurter, chair, or Audrey
Brandt, JoAnn DuVall, Phyllis Freeman, Doris & Ruel Gatewood, Martha Kulhavy, Bonnie LeClair, Edna Luckow,
Lynda McLaughlin, Sue Tabbert, or a pastor.

2018 Church Budget Update
as of September 30
Total Income
$642,984
Budgeted Income
$642,646
Total Expenses
$636,692
Through September overall income is nearly exactly what was
budgeted! Expenses continue to be slightly below budget.
So for the year, we have spent $6,000 less than received.

Don’t forget…
November 4th
at
2 a.m.
set your clocks
back an hour!
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It's never too early to talk about the Christmas play!
This year we are exploring the Christmas story from the angels' perspective. They have a lot of
messages to bring to Earth and they must hurry so God's plan of sending God's own Son can
happen. Who can participate? Anyone three years old and older. There are many different kinds
of parts and levels of commitment.
• Speaking parts with a lot of lines to memorize,
• speaking parts with one or two lines,
• parts with no lines but will require attending all the speaking part rehearsals,
• parts that only require attendance at the Saturday dress rehearsal (sheep, shepherds, and angels).
• Sunday School children will also be rehearsing a song or two to sing during the play. Children in the Sunday
School choir will still be required to attend the December 15th dress rehearsal before participating in Sunday’s
performance
Christmas play tryouts for speaking parts and key characters:
• Sunday, November 18th at 10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Speaking part rehearsals:
• Sundays, November 25th, December 2nd and 9th at 10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Dress rehearsal for everyone who will be in the play:
• Saturday, December 15th, 9 a.m. -noon. This includes children who want to be angels, shepherds, sheep or who
will sing in the choir. This will be our only rehearsal together and attendance is required for all who are
participating.
Christmas play performance:
• Sunday, December 16th, 9 a.m. service
Please email Carrie Kreps Wegenast (carriek007@yahoo.com) with questions and to sign your child/youth/yourself up to
participate.

We also need adults to help with costumes, and directing the children between scenes.

2018 Youth & Young Adult Mission Trip Participants give away
First Church Christmas Offering Love Gifts
to the communities of Toronto, Canada, Vidor, Texas, and the Quad Cities.
High School - Toronto - $1000 to St. Jude’s Academy of the Arts. Created in 1997, a day center for developmentally
and/or physically challenged Adults.
The Academy focuses on the arts and the development of life skills.
Young Adult - Vidor - $500 to Nehemiah’s Vision. Created in 2005 following Hurricane Rita, Nehemiah’s Vision has
helped to rebuild and repair over 1200 homes with the help of over 10,000 volunteers with over 250,000 hours of service.
$500 to Judy and David Lewis of Lumberton, Texas. The Lewis’ lost everything after Hurricane Harvey. Fourteen months
later they are still living in a FEMA trailer.
Middle School - Quad Cities - $500 to Project Renewal. Created in 1964, Project Renewal provides after-school and
summer programming for kids in the Quad Cities. The organization provides opportunities for Youth and Families in a safe
environment. $500 to Active Day of Moline. A Day Center which provides daily care for individuals with regular
caretakers to give those caretakers a break. They aim to make every person feel valued and respected.
Thank you to everyone who made these gifts possible with your generosity!
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Our Mission of the Month for November is COTS, an organization helping individuals
experiencing homelessness by providing temporary transitional shelter for individuals in
Outagamie, Winnebago and Calumet counties. Their goal is to end homelessness by
enabling individuals to transition to self-sufficiency and independent living. COTS is
home to over 60 individuals on a daily basis. Case management, living skill classes and
basic needs (shelter, utilities, food and household and personal needs) are provided to
each resident in our program for up to two years, then following successful transition,
they provide three years of Positive Placement Services.
Current top wish list needs include NEW pillows and twin size sheets, NEW towels
(kitchen and bath) and cleaning supplies. Additional items needed for the holiday season
include NEW winter hats, gloves, scarves, grown-up coloring books, and colored
pencils, ear buds, books, batteries, lotions, manicure sets and candy/gum. For a full list
of needs, please see the November Mission board. Please place donations in the
appropriate large wooden bin located next to the Wesley Room. Any questions may be
directed to Laura Nobbe (205-3723) or Cynthia Whitely (731-8035) of the Mission
Team. Thank you for your generous support!

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery topics. The video
seminars are combined with group discussion of
the materials presented during the video, as well
as participants sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their loved one. Each
week is a different topic. People can join at any
point in the 13-week cycle. Classes are on
Wednesdays, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and 6:00-8:00
p.m. in the Wesley Room. Please contact Phyllis
Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator for more
information. 574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com.

Join us for our
Annual Charge
Conference on
November 11th at
6:00 p.m.
at
Neenah Faith
United Methodist
Church

Did you know that First
Church has devotionals
on our Podcast?
Check them out by
going to our church
website, (appfumc.org),
click on the “Link” tab,
and click on the
“Podcast” link. Enjoy!

What is a podcast?
It is a free audio
recording that you can
access through your
smart phone, tablet or
computer at any point in
time. There is no app or
special setting needed,
just click on the link and
listen.

Theology
on
Tap
November 29th
at
Waverly Beach
from
6:00-8:00 p.m.
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Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org
Like Us on Facebook! FUMCKidzKonnection
Mission Statement: Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly,
faithfully, and openly walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ

Upcoming Events
November 18
November 18

Christmas Play Tryouts 10:15
Please see article for details
Children’s Ministry Team
10:30 Room 316
Meeting
November 21
NO KIDZ Konnection
Happy Thanksgiving
December 2
Advent Kickoff
More Information to come
Dates and activities are subject to change.
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters.

Congratulations to our Third Grade
Bible Recipients!

Large Group Music Time
Sunday Mornings
Our morning music time on Sundays is off to a
great start! The children are excited to sing!
Our hope is to have the children share this gift
with the congregation one time each quarter.
More information will be emailed to families
for future singing dates.

And
Sonshine Singers

(children listed in alphabetical order)
Abby Bergman, Rowan Higgins, Lauren Janssen,
Laeten Janssen, Ahnalia Moderson, Samantha Nagy,
Hazel Poole, Cooper Schabo, Ivy Snow, Carson Tegelman
(also picture: Pastor Markus, and teacher Joy Johnson)

As we fine tune our programming on
Wednesday evenings please note that
Sonshine Singers meet at 6:30. Children are
invited to join Kidz Konnection at 6
p.m and go to choir at 6:30. At 7:00 our choir
children will rejoin Kidz Konnection for
fun activities and be dismissed to parents at
7:30.

Calling all Puppeteers
We are looking for people to perform in December
The performance will be December 2nd during Sunday School for our Advent Kickoff. We are looking for 5
more people.
This performance can only happen if we have enough participation. Please contact Norman Ladewig at
norman.ladewig@gmail.com for more information. Thank you!
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2018 CROP Hunger Walk
– by Pastor Markus
On Sunday, October 14th the ecumenical community of Appleton once again gathered for an annual Crop Walk. There
were roughly a 100 of us gathered to join in two different-length walks, accompanied by all the bells and whistles of local
police.
I’m proud to announce that the contribution of First Church alone amounted to a full $1,445 – outdoing our contribution
from last year.
A special thank you goes to our Concern and Action Ministry Team for promoting the event and to Chris and Paul Siket
who rallied up support and helped out with the organization of the walk. Thank you to all First Church members and
friends who participated in the walk!
Here is a bit more information from the crophungerwalk.org web page…
About the CROP Hunger Walk
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local
congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.
Tens of thousands of CROP Hunger Walkers are committed to building a hunger-free world. Join the movement!
Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?
CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service, especially grassroots, hungerfighting development efforts around the world. In addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose to return up
to 25 percent of the funds it raises to hunger-fighting programs in its own community.
CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as resources that empower people to meet their own
needs. From seeds and tools, to wells and water systems, to technical training and micro-enterprise loans, the key is
people working together to identify their own development priorities, their strengths and their needs something CWS
has learned through some 70 years of working in partnership around the world.
Background
With its inception in 1969, CROP Hunger Walks are “viewed by many as the granddaddy of charity walks,” notes
the Los Angeles Times (Oct. 26, 2009).
On October 17, 1969, a thousand people in Bismarck, ND, walked in what may have been the start of the hunger
walks related to CROP – and raised $25,000 to help stop hunger. As far as we know, York County, Penn., was the
first walk officially called the CROP Walk for the Hungry – and that event has been continuous since 1970. Several
other CROP Hunger Walks occurred soon thereafter, and before long there were hundreds of Walks each year in
communities nationwide.
Currently, well over 1000 communities across the U.S. join in more than 800 CROP Hunger Walks each year. More
than five million CROP Hunger Walkers have participated in more than 36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in the last two
decades alone.
What does CROP stand for?
When CROP began in 1947 (under the wing of Church World Service, which was founded in 1946), CROP was an
acronym for the Christian Rural Overseas Program. Its primary mission was to help Midwest farm families to share
their grain with hungry neighbors in post-World War II Europe and Asia.
Today, we’ve outgrown the acronym but we retain it as the historic name of the program. CROP Hunger Walks are
interfaith hunger education and fundraising events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by CWS local
offices across the U.S.

Participants
of the
2018 Crop
Hunger Walk
crossing
College
Avenue
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For the eleventh time, the local Missions Ministry Team is extending their hands to you, the congregation, to help them out
with their food drive for the St. Joseph Food Program. Hunger is a quiet, but persistent, community issue, with tone out of
seven in Appleton not having enough to eat. Operating in its 36th year, St. Joe’s Touch over 5,000 lives weekly, hand out
over 3.7 million pounds of food yearly, and save the average family almost $133 per visit in grocery costs. Despite low
unemployment and a good economy, traffic remains high at the pantry. Your assistance is needed in the following areas:
cereal, canned fruits and vegetables, mac n’ cheeses, all forms of boxed pasta, peanut butter, jam/jelly, flour, sugar, salt,
pepper, spices, tuna canned meats, all condiments, all types of canned sauces, canned and packaged soups, crackers, meal
mixes, side dishes, boxed cake/cookie mixes, Jell-O, and other desserts.
Grocery bags will be handed out on November ¾, and again on November 10/11/ Filled bags may be returned on November
10/11 or November 17/18. The weigh-in will take place on Monday, November 19, and hopefully our church’s contribution
will be a huge blessing for the holidays upcoming.

GIVE TO THE CHURCH
WITHOUT SPENDING ANY EXTRA MONEY!!!!!
Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
This IS the amazing part of participating in the SCRIP program. You can
purchase scrip for items and services you are already planning to buy, but
using scrip returns funds to the charity of your choice. The list of
businesses is growing each day-such:
TRAVEL:
If you are a person who uses hotels.com to book travel, you can pay by
scrip as well as airbnb. Many other travel sites including airline ticketsDelta, American, hotels-Hilton, Hampton Inn, Embassy Suites, Disney
and many more.
GAS AND AUTOMOTIVE: Kwik Trip, Motomart
HOME IMPROVEMENT:
Lowe’s, Home Depot, Menards, Fleet Farm
GROCERIES:
Woodmans, Target, Roundy’s including Pick N’Save, Meijer, Festival
ELECTRONICS: Best Buy, Target
SPORTING GOODS: Dick’s, Golf Galaxy, LL Bean, Fleet Farm, Cabelas,
Bass Pro Shops
ONLINE retailers such as AMAZON.
Some of these include immediate purchase-with Scrip Now which can be
done electronically-no cards to keep track of!!!
Please check out www.shopwithscrip.com website for videos and
instructions or stop by the table after worship and we can try and help you.

$6 per person or $12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
October

31 -

Tater Tot Casserole

November 7 -

Swiss Steak

November 14 -

Ravioli

November 21 -

No Dinner

November 28 -

Stuffed Pork Chops

Help Needed
Looking for after school help for 2
non-driving teens. Hours would be
from 3-6pm M-F, picking up from
Menasha High School, helping with
homework, if necessary, running kids
to appointments and meal prep.
Would prefer someone 18 or older.
Call Chris at 920-562-5163 for more
details.
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at what has been
happening at First Church
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Jeff And Shelby
Knezel

Dick and
Barbara Best

We would like to introduce you to Dick and Barbara
Best. Both were born and raised in Quincy, Illinois
and graduated from Quincy Senior High, yes, in
Quincy, Illinois. Dick attended Duke University
majoring in Mechanical Engineering. He worked
for Trane in LaCrosse, Modine in Racine, and
retired from Wisconsin Bearing in Milwaukee.
Barbara graduated Christian College in Columbia,
Missouri, majoring in dance. They have three
children, six grandchildren, and five plus greatgrandchildren. Dick enjoys current events. Barbara
worked and retired from the Racine School District
as a teaching assistant in the Special Ed Department.
Dick is a member of the Golden K Kiwanis and
Barbara is a member of P.E.O. (past president of
Chapter BX in LaCrosse), assisted with Meals on
Wheels and enjoys volunteering at The Heritage.
Barbara was the traveling chaperone for Miss
Wisconsin to the Miss America Pageants for seven
years. She has been involved in the Pageant for 61
years, having judged pageants in IL, WI, MN, MO,
IA, IN and AR -- both local and state. Wow! What
a wonderful experience!
They moved from Racine to Appleton. They joined
First Church in 2001 and liked the friendliness of the
church members. Dick has been on the Finance
Committee, in men’s groups, an Usher, and counting
the Sunday offering. Barbara is on the Memorial
Committee and assisted acolytes for nine years.
They are living at The Heritage and enjoy their time
there.

Jeff and Shelby Knezel – a busy couple in the life of our
church! Jeff was born and raised at Brodhead, WI with an
older brother who passed away about 17 years ago. He
graduated from Brodhead High School, UW-Madison
(majoring in Accounting) and Air Force ROTC. He had a
five-year commitment to serve in the Air Force and was
stationed in Lubbock, TX and Goose Air Base in Labrador.
Jeff worked at Schenck & Associates CPAs and was
president of the firm the last 11 years of employment there.
Then he got really busy! Shelby was raised on a dairy farm
near Brodhead. She was the second of four girls. Her Mother
always referred to them as the “Mauermann Maids!” She
wrote, “One of us needed to be Dad’s hired man and I was
glad to oblige, enjoying field work and working with the
cattle.” Jeff and Shelby graduated from Brodhead HS in the
same class of 50 students. They edited the senior year book
together! She graduated from UW-Madison majoring in
Textile Chemistry and Home Economics Education. They
have two children: Susan and husband Paul live in Atlanta,
and have a daughter Grace; Chad and his wife Sherrill live in
Wauwatosa, and have two sons, Spencer and Owen. In the
community, Jeff has worked with the Community
Foundation, LEAVEN, United Way, Chamber of Commerce,
Rotary, AASD school board, Fox Valley Symphony, Red
Cross, Trustee for several foundation, and drives senior
citizens to their appointments. He likes to read (mostly
fiction) and ride bicycle. In church, Jeff has served on many
committees, Men’s Bible Study, sings in the Sanctuary and
Bass Clef choirs, and is a member of the VIM team. In the
community, Shelby has volunteered at the Homeless Shelter,
and worked with 3rd graders at Huntley School. She loves to
garden, read, some elementary quilting, and amateur cello
playing with the New Horizons Orchestra. In church, Shelby
was Director of Christian Education for six years, taught
confirmation, directed Genesis Choir, sings in the Sanctuary
Choir, and really enjoyed working on the current Habitat
build. Of course she is also a member of the VIM team. One
of their most enriching experiences was hosting a number of
Lawrence students while they were completing their practice
(student) teaching in the community. They consider them
family. They also participate in grandparent/grandchild
camp with their own and “borrowed” grandchildren. They
joined First Church in 1969. Shelby grew up EUB and Jeff
grew up Methodist – the merger of these two churches
shortly after they married suited them just fine!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
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Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &
Bass Clef Director:
PJ Uhazie pjuhaz@gmail.com
Wesley Handbell Choir Director:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace Director:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers Director:
Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org

Save the Date!
Festival of Carols
Friday, December 14
7:00 p.m.

Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Tom Martens
Doug Herge
Norm Ladewig

If you would like to sing with the Festival Choir,
you are invited to
come and be a part of this joyful celebration of the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ!
See Bob Butler or PJ Uhazie for more information.

