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Sermon 11-9/10-2019 

“Compassion and Hope” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Jeremiah 29: 4-9 

 

4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 

Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 

daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 

decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 

the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of 

hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive 

you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream,[a] 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying 

to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord. 

 

1) 

Does the name Everett Swanson ring a bell to you by any chance? 
…More than 65 years ago, Rev. Everett Swanson flew from Chicago to South Korea to minister 

to American troops fighting in the Korean War. During his time there, he grew increasingly 

troubled by the sight of hundreds of war orphans living on the streets, abandoned by society. 

One morning he saw city workers scoop up what looked like piles of rags and toss them into the 

back of a truck. He walked up to the truck for a closer look — and was horrified to see that the 

"piles" were not rags, but the frozen bodies of orphans who had died overnight in the streets. 

Swanson could not turn his back on these unwanted children and vowed to find a way to help 

them.1 

And help he did. He founded an organization in the basement of his Chicago home 

to help rescue children from poverty in Jesus’ name. It’s an organization that truly 

grew into its future… 

Today the organization is called Compassion International, has over 1000 

employees and sponsors over 2 Million children in developing countries around the 

world, spending almost 900 million dollars a year that is almost exclusively raised 

through donations. They partner with local churches in cities and villages around 

the world, helping children out of poverty and into a holistic future, still in Jesus 

name, just like Rev. Swanson envisioned it in the 1950s. 

 

Have you ever wondered what it takes to be a visionary person? What does it take 

to have such visionary characteristics like ES that change the world and make it a 

much better place?  

How can you, how can I, how can all of us be people who grow into our future 

with vision and determination to make a difference? 

 

I don’t want to undermine the great organizational and visionary skills of Pastor 

Swanson – but I think there was something more at work than just ordinary 

giftedness. Something that is much more down to earth: Compassion! Compassion 

and hope. 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.compassion.com/history.htm 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-19644a
https://www.compassion.com/history.htm
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Rev. Swanson had compassion for the suffering children in Korea’s cities and he 

had the hope that his humble beginnings would make a difference. 

 

Friends, not all of us will found multi-million dollar businesses for social justice – 

but we all can have compassion and hope. And when we let compassion and hope 

run loose, great things happen… 

 

 

2) 

This month God invites us to think about our stewardship commitment to First 

Church. What kind of financial gifts do we think we are able to make for 2020? 

What kind of commitment of any kind do we think we are able to pledge to God?  

For some of us this is a traditional, routine question that comes up once 

toward the end of the year. There are many other organizations that ask for money 

this time of the year and we have to figure out how we understand our giving to 

God. 

 

I want to invite you today strongly to see your commitment in light of compassion 

and hope. Personally I’m really inspired by the example of Rev. Swanson and I 

think we all can find inspiration in compassion and hope for our Christian 

stewardship. 

 

This year, more than in previous years, our finance committee put a budget 

together that sparks hope. We don’t know what 2020 will bring, we don’t have 

20/20 vision as we go into 2020!  

Our church family is hurting in some areas. We’ve lost several members: 

Some moved away, some left because of dissatisfaction with our denomination, 

and some have died. It’s hard to make up for the losses, let alone to grow. 

 

Can we expect that we as a church family will continue to give or step up our 

giving? We are in the last stages of our capital campaign - maybe some of us are 

tired of giving financially!? 

 

That’s why I think we need compassion and hope in our stewardship and faith 

journey. We need compassion and hope for the city into which God has placed us. 

And we need compassion and hope for the cities of this whole world. 

 

What is compassion? What is hope? 

 

3) 

On my trip to Ecuador a week ago I heard a powerful definition of what 

compassion is: the word compassion is a merger of the Latin word for “together” 

and “to suffer” > compassion is “to suffer together!” 
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Do we suffer together for the children in the world’s cities and villages that are 

severely afflicted by childhood poverty? Do we suffer together for First Church 

and its ministries? Do you feel that First Church plays a role in making a difference 

in peoples’ lives, both here in our city but also in the lives of children and adults 

around the world? 

 

I do! And that’s where my hope comes from. I believe that God wants to use 

Appleton’s first church as an instrument to make a difference in our city. And my 

hope is that you do too. 

 

What is hope?! 

 

Here is something I recently learned about hope:  

Hope is not believing that everything will be fine!! 

Hope is not to expect that the future will be good. 

Hope is to trust that with God all things are possible. 

Hope is to trust that with God we are doing the right thing, even if things are 

not going to turn out good! 

 

Rev. Everett Swanson’s compassion and hope led him to start something. He had 

no idea if it would work out good, he trusted and hoped that it was the right thing 

to do in Jesus’ name.  

 

Hope can be quite naïve and cheap. If hope is to dig your head in the sand and say: 

“Oh, I just hope all will be good – there’s nothing I can do…” – well, that’s not 

very compassionate! But if hope means that you do your very best even though 

you have no guarantee whatsoever if things turn out well – that is something 

visionary! 

 

Pastor Swanson had no idea whether his compassion and hope would lead to an 

organization saving 2 million kids; he just did it because he believed it was the 

right thing to do in Jesus’ name. he elieved that God is a God of the cities in this 

world that need healing. 

 

I want to invite us as First Church to have this trust too. This is how we grow into 

our future. 

 

4)  

Isn’t that what the reading from today’s Bible passage tells us? 

I admit: It was a long, rather complicated prophetical piece of literature we heard 

today. But the content is so powerful and pretty obvious to understand when you 

know the context: 
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The people of Israel were in a dark situation. Exiled in a foreign land, some of 

them had a cheap kind of hope: that everything would turn out good soon, that 

they’d be able to go home soon.  

 

But that’s not what God had in mind for them. That’s not what hope looked like for 

God. For God, hope meant to do the best for the city in which they were > VV. 5-7 

 

Hope did not mean that everything would turn out to be easy. It meant to trust and 

follow God and to do the right thing, to take care of the very city in which they 

didn’t want to be. They had to understand that their God was a God of the city, the 

very city in which they lived in exile. 

 

And when they understood that – it turned out to be good for them. They prospered 

in the exile (…). 

 

5) 

Friends I believe that is exactly our situation as First Church. We are a large group 

of people living in very different situations from each other:  

Some of us are full of hope regarding the future and others are going through 

hard times, wondering if you will live in 2020.  

Some of us are doing well financially and professionally, others don’t know 

if they’ll have a pay check next month.  

Many of us live in stable conditions and some of us don’t know if they’ll be 

evicted next week or will have a place to spend the night.  

 

No matter where you are in life – God calls you to trust him, to see your entire life 

and future in his hands and to do the very best for the people of your city. 

 

Hope does not mean to expect that everything will be easy breezy. Hope means to 

actively walk with the Lord into the Lord’s future. 

 

65+ years ago Everett Swanson had compassion and hope. He had no idea what his 

compassion and hope would accomplish – he had hope that God was in it and he 

did the right thing. He worked for God, he gave his all for it. He knew that God 

was a God of the city and the villages of this world. 

 

People of First Church, do it likewise! Seek the best for the city in which you live 

– God has plans for you. I firmly believe that God wants to use us to make a 

difference in our city and in the cities of the world. Let us bring all our compassion 

and all our hope for it. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


