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Sermon 10-05/06-2019 

“Worth Fixing…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Psalm 51:1-12 

To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had gone in to 

Bathsheba. 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6 You desire truth in the inward being;[a] 

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right[b] spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing[c] spirit. 

1.1) 

Would you agree that we live in a day and age when we are much more likely to 

throw something away rather than to try to fix it? Some people say that we live in a 

"throwaway" culture. 

 

We throw away just about everything.  

Instead of blowing our noses using washable handkerchiefs, we use tissues and 

throw them away. 
 

We buy a pair of shoes and throw them away before they are broken. 

 

We buy water packaged in plastic bottles, drink the water -- and throw the bottles 

away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14698a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14702b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14704c
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Almost everything we purchase comes in what many call excessive packaging 

which ... is thrown away. 

 

We buy small and large appliances and when they break down we buy new ones 

instead of fixing the old one like we used to. 

That’s even true for expensive products. We used to by a family TV and it would 

last at least a decade; today they tell you that after 5 years the technology has 

changed so much you need a new one. They also hardly still repair them because 

fixing them is often more expensive than just buying a new one. 

 

1.2) 

But friends, some things are worth fixing: You, we all, are worth fixing! Our lives 

are not perfect and repair is – at least should be – a constant partner in our lives. 

But here is the thing: you can only fix something when you know what’s broken – 

right? And for that we have to be willing to look at our brokenness so we can offer 

it up for repair. 

Today’s gathering prayer, was a somewhat sobering inspection. Chances are you 

felt convicted in some of the areas we prayed about. That’s not a bad thing! 

This weekend we hosted Compassion International at our church. If you went 

through the expedition you may have felt convicted that you’ve been quite clueless 

about the drama that so many children in the world are going through. Maybe you 

even felt that you need fixing in terms of your compassion. 

Here is what I’m wondering: How do you react when you are confronted with the 

need to be fixed?  

I don’t know what it is but it seems that we people grow increasingly weary of 

being confronted with the need to be fixed. We often feel attacked when someone 

tells us that something needs fixing. 

Have you had this experience?  

What’s it like for you when someone points out an injustice or hardship in the 

world? Do you become defensive? Do you become angry and offensive? It’s 

probably quite normal… 

But what if we did the opposite. What if we saw it as an opportunity to fix or to be 

fixed? What if we saw it as a thin-place opportunity in our lives?  
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2) 

We heard the famous Psalm 51 read today. Psalm 51 has an important headline: 

“A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had gone in to 

Bathsheba.” 

The story of David and Bathsheba is one of the saddest, most embarrassing stories 

of the Bible in which a godly man – David – gets on a morally crooked way and 

does terrible things. 

David – one of the most impressive figures of the Old Testament, the greatest king 

in Israel's history, the monarch who reigned at the height of Israel's glory -- had 

developed a throwaway mentality. 
 

+ He threw away the laws of God. 

 

+ He threw away the sanctity of the marriage bond. 

 

+ He threw away his self-respect. 

 

+ He threw away a woman's honor and reputation. 

 

+ He threw away a man's life (the husband, Uriah). 

 

+ He recklessly threw away and abandoned the person God called him to be… 

 

But the time to stop throwing away has come for David. Here in Psalm 51 David 

gets confronted with his need to be fixed. It’s a tense moment for the prophet 

Nathan, you don’t just walk up to the king and confront him with his moral 

brokenness. But that’s exactly what Nathan did and David… he goes with it. 

 

He realizes that his spirit is broken and that his soul is wounded. He's been given a 

diagnosis. He knows the disease. He knows who he really is.  

 

He lied. He raped the neighbor lady. He ordered the murder of her husband. He 

tried to cover up the crime. To say he abused his authority and position is a gross 

understatement. 

 

He needs relief. He is in a downward spiral of destruction. He needs redemption. 

He needs a thin place! He needs to be fixed, and so he goes to God, the Great 

Fixer, the Great Repairer of Souls, the Great Weaver of Broken Threads. 

There’s something tragic about it. It is embarrassing that it took David months to 

realize that he messed up and that he needs fixing. It’s embarrassing that in his 

psalm he only apologizes to God but somehow forgets the woman whose husband 

he killed to ask for forgiveness. It’s embarrassing that it took a prophet of God to 

come his way and convict him. 
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We could give David a really hard time for it. But why don’t we instead rather put 

ourselves into his shoes and ask ourselves: What will I do when a prophet comes 

along and points out my brokenness? 

What will I do when I have to pray a prayer in church that convicts me of a 

neglect? What will I do when I attend an exhibition like Compassion International 

and are convicted of childhood poverty in the world? 

What will I do – when God shows me I need fixing? 

What will I do – when God shows me that I need to fix something? 

3) 

God has given us a wonderful thing: it’s called a conscience … 

We all have one – but consciences work in different ways with different people.  

I’m sure many of us wish that sometimes we could just switch off parts of our 

conscience because it keeps us up at night. Having a bad conscience can be terrible 

to live with... 

But at the same time consider the alternative. What if you’d never feel guilty? 

What if you would never let your conscience/ your God tell you that there’s 

something that needs to be fixed? Wouldn’t that be a terrible world? 

You can’t get any fixing if you don’t allow yourself to see your brokenness. Don’t 

beat yourself up when you face your brokenness. Because it’s then when you’re 

ready to experience the power of God’s love that doesn’t throw you away: 

Insurance companies use a word when they assess a damaged vehicle. “Totaled.” 

Totaled means "when the cost to repair the damage to a car exceeds the actual 

appraised value of the vehicle." In other words, the car is not worth enough to fix. 

 

Sometimes people feel that way too. And, sometimes, we give up on others whose 

lives seem wasted and beyond repair. 

 

The prophet Nathan could have had this attitude toward David. God could have 

had this attitude toward David 

 
But David was worth fixing. God was not ready to "total" his life. 

You are worth fixing too – you’re never totaled, not with our God. But are you 

ready to offer yourself to your God and to your friends to be fixed?  

The most beautiful things happen when we do. Praise be to God. Amen. 


