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Sermon 10-04-2020 

Irreconcilable Differences? – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Romans 12:1-5, 9f  

12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,[a] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.[b] 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world,[c] but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 

of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.[d] 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members,[e] and the members do not all have the same 

function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another… 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly 

affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 

 

1) 

“Are you going to watch the presidential debate tomorrow night?” a member of our 

church asked me on Monday. And all I could answer was: “I can’t – I just can’t.”  

 

A presidential election, like any election, is a contentious thing. It has to be that 

way, that’s what the beauty and the messiness of democracy is about: When it 

comes to elections, they are contentious. 

 

My personal struggle with elections is when they become a reason for us to be 

divided and to DWELL on our dividedness – rather than on our communality. 

 

Elections, of course, are not the only thing that have the power to divide us – there 

are plenty of other things. Church should be the one place and the one people 

where the power of division is kept at bay. I think that’s the reason why the quote 

that you see on the bulletin cover hit me so hard when I came across it recently. 

Would you care reading it with me? 

 
“Unless the world sees people getting along inside the churches and between the churches, 

who out in the world don't get along, why won't they just think we're just like any other 
cultural or political group?” – Timothy Keller 

 

2) 

(Maybe you feel this topic is a bit heavy for a happy outdoor service – but I think 

God is very happy when we are willing to challenge ourselves and think about 

what it takes to overcome division.)  

So here is my question: How is the church doing with it? Do we have 

harmony and unity between the churches?  

Let’s bring that closer to home: How is our church doing in showing that we 

get along despite our different political or other convictions?  

Maybe that’s still a little too general, let me ask this: 

 

How are you doing in showing that inside the church you get along with 

people that you don’t get along with in issues of this world? 
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Maybe you feel it’s an impossible challenge, but let me tell you: Jesus says you 

can! He thinks so very highly of you. He calls you his body – yes, you! You are the 

one who is embodying who Jesus is, you are the embodiment of the church.  

With that comes a great privilege and such a huge responsibility: You are 

meant to show how you practice authentic love and care for people who have 

completely different convictions from you.  

 

That’s a tough thing to live. Some say it’s just not possible to get along with some 

people. 

“Irreconcilable difference” – have you heard that expression? It’s an ugly 

expression, it’s an expression that sucks up all hope. 

 

“Irreconcilable difference” – a hope killer! 

 

I myself am very skeptical that such a thing really exists – I feel you can always 

reconcile. But even if I’m wrong, and I might be, even if there are differences that 

you find are irreconcilable, God would still urge us to get along! 

 

It’s a powerful and provocative statement, let me say it again: Even if you have 

irreconcilable differences with someone – God would still ask you to get along. 

 

“Irreconcilable difference” – God still asks you to get along! 

 

Last Sunday we looked at the relationship between Judge Scalia and RBG that 

maintained friendship despite what some would call irreconcilable differences. 

 

Today I want to share about a member of a church I once served: 

 

Tom was a staunch Republican. Most of his friends were Republicans too – except: 

there was Jim, and Jim was a staunch Democrat. Oh some Sundays I could see 

them argue after worship, but just as often I would see them laugh and joke with 

each other. When Tom celebrated a significant family celebration, he invited Jim’s 

family to be on the guest list. It was a beautiful party and I’m glad I was invited 

too. After appetizers Tom and his wife made a point of going around the room and 

introducing each of their guests. When Tom got to Jim he made no secret out of the 

fact that they had something close to irreconcilable differences – but they wouldn’t 

give it the power to not get along with each other. 

To me, actually, they model “genuine love.” 

 

3) 

See, getting along is more than a casual thing. Getting along despite having 

“irreconcilable differences” is only doable when you have genuine love. It is a 

divine thing because it is so counter human.  

Our basic human instinct is not to have genuine love of getting along with 

someone who holds irreconcilable viewpoints. 
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That’s where we have to turn to God, not to the wisdom of this world, because 

when it comes to genuine love, God is the expert – not Hollywood, not romance 

novels, not the world. 
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

To the Apostle Paul this was so important that he says “I appeal to you.” The most 

massive theological work of the entire Bible – Romans chapters 1-11, Paul 

concludes by appealing to Christians to not be conformed to the world but to be 

transformed. Our minds have to be renewed if we want to live out genuine love 

that overcomes divisions that by the world’s standards are irreconcilable! 

 

4) 

We even get some good practical advice on how to do that: 
[Do] not to think of [your]self more highly than [you] ought to think, but think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

 

Sometimes I wonder if this is how we should deal with irreconcilable differences.  

 

Don’t think so highly of yourself with your viewpoints. Rather let love be genuine! 

Maybe your viewpoint isn’t that bullet proof after all – but genuine love always is.  

I know there are super important causes out there that you may be convinced about 

– but if your causes spoil your relationship with your neighbor than we need some 

renewal of our minds friends! 

 

What does it take for us to do what it says in verse 4: 
 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so 
we…are one body in Christ 

 

How can we move from irreconcilable differences to having appreciation that we 

are not all the same? Could it be that God rejoices in the fact that we don’t all vote, 

think, and act the same because we look at things differently and can therefor 

interact with God’s world in different ways.  
 

If we are one body in Christ we don’t have to be afraid when someone questions 

and challenges our differences. If we are one body in Christ it isn’t our goal to win 

an argument but to win another person! So much more could be said about this – 

let me just close by repeating the last lines of today’s scripture passage: 

 
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with 

brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 

 

Amen? For communion: God and the world appear to have an irreconcilable difference by the standards 

of the world. God proved us wrong and reconciled us through Jesus…. 


